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Introduction
Assessment Overview

This GCSE 1ET0 02 English Literature examination consists of two sections (Prose and Poetry) and

lasts for 2 hours and 15 minutes. This is a closed book examination.

Section A – 19

th

-century Novel, candidates answer the two-part question based on the text that they

have studied. The text choices are:

Jane Eyre – Charlotte Brontё

Great Expectations – Charles Dickens

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – R L Stevenson

A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens

Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen

Silas Marner – George Eliot

Frankenstein – Mary Shelley

For the chosen text, candidates are presented with an extract (approximately 400 words) and

answer a question relating to it, paying particular attention to the writer’s use of language, form

and structure. The second part of the question draws on the candidate’s knowledge about the

novel and asks them to provide a response giving examples from elsewhere in the novel.

Section B is divided into two parts: Anthology Poetry and Unseen Poetry.

Candidates choose to study one of three poetry collections in the Anthology: Relationships, Conflict

or Time and Place. 

For each collection, candidates will have studied fifteen poems which are listed below the question.

For the question, one of the poems is provided and candidates must compare it with another from

the same collection. The second part of Section B is the contemporary Unseen Poetry. Candidates

are presented with two poems which they must compare.

Candidates are advised to spend about 55 minutes on Section A - 19

th

-century Novel; 35 minutes on

Section B, Part 1 – Poetry Anthology and 45 minutes on Section B, Part 2 – Unseen Poetry.

The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they can

achieve in relation to the detailed study of texts.

The total number of marks available for this paper is 80. All four parts carry 20 marks per question.
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Summer 2018 Principal Examiner Comment

This series has been very successful and feedback from examiners has been very positive. There

were no errors on the question paper and mark scheme and all candidates were able to

demonstrate their knowledge in their responses.

Centres should be congratulated for preparing their candidates so well. There are some areas

where centres can focus on and tips are provided throughout the report to help centres prepare

their candidates for future examinations.

A full range of marks were awarded for all questions.

For Section A, the most popular text was A Christmas Carol followed by Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. The

least popular option was Silas Marner with slightly less responses than Pride and Prejudice.

Generally candidates seemed well prepared and knew their chosen text. For Part a) questions,

candidates sometimes lacked a clear focus on language and structure with responses sometimes

becoming a little narrative.

Although reported on last year, several candidates included contextual points in Part b) as well as

further language analysis. In Question 4, A Christmas Carol, some responses referred to the novella

as being set in Elizabethan England and unnecessary contextual points often wasted valuable time.

There were some responses that had clearly been memorised and adapted for the topic of the

question, so were not entirely relevant. Responses that did well often covered three or more areas

from the whole of their chosen text.

Responses placed in lower levels tended to:

lack focus on the question

misread the question or include irrelevant points

not deal with the correct assessment objectives.

Responses placed in higher levels tended to:

focus on the question

identify a wide variety of techniques used by the author, which were correctly identified and

supported with evidence. Examples were explained in some detail and the effect on the reader

was considered

demonstrate an assured or perceptive understanding of the novel and the techniques used by

the author.
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As seen in the Summer 2017 series, the most common errors in the prose section were:

not exploring the extract enough – perhaps giving only one or two examples (Part a)

appearing to muddle the Assessment Objectivess – for instance, not exploring the language, form

and structure in part a) (the given extract), but unnecessarily trying to analyse the language, form

and structure for their examples ‘elsewhere in the novel’ – as this is closed book, a most difficult

task to try and achieve

commenting on context or incorrectly using the extract to answer Part b).

General comments received include:

“I felt the questions were excellent this year and rarely came across any candidate who had

misinterpreted the wording of the questions. There were some superb Section A responses, particularly on

texts such as: Jane Eyre, Silas Marner and Pride and Prejudice. There was an issue across all questions

with candidates still including chunks of contextual comment in their Section A part b). There does seem

to be still some confusion over which AOs apply to which papers and sections. Some candidates

performed a little better in part b) than part a).”

“Overall, candidates who had clearly engaged with the texts and had learned the skills needed for the

exam achieved incredibly well, highlighting the importance of knowing the texts.” 

“This series of exams allowed for an insightful selection of responses. There was a clear focus on the

demands of the question on the whole and some candidates really excelled in their responses. It was

clear there were more higher level responses this year due to a clearer focus on the Assessment Objective

demands of the question.”

“In Section A, the 19th Century Novel were very generous in allowing students to succeed. In general,

candidates lost marks for where they did not understand which Assessment Objectives were being

assessed in each question. There were also some examples of where contextual aspects crept into Section

B, which meant that students were often wasting time in the exam where there could be more of a focus

on the question. Overall, where students lost marks was when there was not a clear focus on the question

or an unclear focus on the Assessment Objectives, especially focusing on AO2 in part b of the responses

which limited the personal response.”

This report contains exemplars for all questions and all levels of achievement are exemplified,

which we hope that you will find useful.
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Question 1 

Section A, 19th-century Novel

Jane Eyre

Part (a) The arrival of spring

Part (b) Jane’s physical/emotional pain

Most candidates handled both parts of the question extremely successfully. Many candidates

gained marks in the top two levels and were able to provide a range of examples where Jane

experienced physical or emotional pain.

Examiner comments include:

“Generally good responses to the extract: all managed some points in relation to spring v winter. Some

considered the use of contrasts, symbolism and semantic fields. Middle range responses had some

sparkle like “flowers budding but so is Jane as she is learning to grow.”

“Most chose the Reeds leading to the Red Room and at least one other example. Candidates who achieve

marks at the lower levels tended to narrate events and included unnecessary contextual comments. It

was a good question providing opportunities for all abilities. There were many wonderful responses

showing great engagement with the text.”

"a) While many candidates paraphrased or described the setting of spring in the extract, most were able

to identify the symbolic nature of the change of seasons on Jane’s life whilst still at Lowood and also how

it hints at her life beyond. A reasonable percentage of candidates were able to identify specific linguistic

devices and imagery and how the extract is structured to contrast the ills of winter to the now emerging

healing balm of spring. There were some excellent analytical responses from very able candidates, which

reflect the preparation from those centres. A minority of weaker candidates who perhaps had not read

the novel but were basing their response entirely on the extract, thought it was located in Canada (among

other misconceptions) but even these were able to access some parts of the extract in a fruitful way.

b) There was a tendency to list in chronological order all the examples of physical and emotional pain

that Jane suffered and while a few did little more than that, most offered some comment on the effect of

suffering on her development as a character or the plot. There were many excellent examples who

discussed fully the relationship between her suffering and her character as well as the themes and

message of the novel. There were also many references to Victorian morals and values as well as some

feminist theory which in general enhanced the responses."

This first example is of a response that deals impressively with both parts of the question and fully

addresses the Assessment Objectives.

6     GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02



GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02     7



8     GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02



GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02     9



10     GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02



GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02     11



12     GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02



GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02     13



Part a) This is an assured response that is

confident and maturely expressed with phrases

such as ‘subtly contrasts’. There are numerous

references to terminology and techniques with

fully developed explanations that focus with

precision, such as: ‘direct contrast further

emphasises…’. The candidate combines language

and structure as one point, such as ‘adjectives are

effectively used together to describe the serenity

of spring’ and there is some consideration of the

use of semi colons. This response moves from

general explanation to word level analysis with

ease and cohesion.

Level 5, 20 marks

Part b) This is another full and detailed response

with a good range of well chosen relevant parts of

the novel. Considering that this is a closed book

examination, there is good use of quotations

demonstrating the candidate’s knowledge of the

novel. There is comment about how Jane

experiences both physical and emotional pain at

Gateshead Hall, the humiliation at Lowood and her

jealousy of Blanche. There is much here especially

in the time suggested. There is a high level of

engagement and perceptive understanding. This

response goes above and beyond what is expected

for a mark at the top of Level 5.

Level 5, 20 marks

For Section A, part a), candidates should focus on

selecting examples ONLY from the given extract

and commenting on the language, form and

structure.

Remember - Context is not assessed.
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Question 2 

Great Expectations

Part (a) The relationship between Joe and Pip

Part (b) Friendship

A full range of marks were awarded for this question. Many candidates considered the use of

similes and triplets in the extract and Pip's terms of endearment when referring to Joe. In part b),

candidates explored a range of friendships, including Pip's friendship with Joe elsewhere in the

novel and Pip's relationships with Biddy, Herbert and Estella.

Examiner comments include:

“For part a), there were many candidates who understood the importance of the extract to the novel as

whole, but were not always successful when discussing the language and structure. More successful

candidates often discussed the bird simile, or the adjectives of ‘dear’ and ‘old’.

For part b), candidates showed strong familiarity with many aspects of friendship, with thoughtful

comments on Pip’s relationships with Joe, Herbert, Magwitch, Estella and Biddy. The more successful

candidates considered what we could learn about friendship in general from the novel.”

“Some confusion as to whether Pip liked Joe or not, but most focused on how he felt “ashamed” and so

managed some comment. Joe speaking in dialect was handled better. Not much in the way of terminology

– verbs mainly. Better candidates referred to specific imagery.”

“Part a), whilst there were many excellent responses which employed correct terminology and recognised

the retrospective nature of the narration, there were some which showed a lack of the appropriate

vocabulary to discuss language/structure/form. Nearly all the candidates were able to comment on word

choice and the effect on meaning but did not see the layers of meaning or subtleties of Pip’s narration.

Many ignored all dialogue of Miss Havisham. However, there was almost universal condemnation of Pip’s

behaviour and disloyalty. All saw how Joe was a staunch admirer and supporter of Pip throughout

despite his obvious discomfort at being at Satis House and in front of Miss Havisham.

Part b), the most successful responses were those who did not adopt a chronological or listing approach

of the friendships. Many did this and in addition failed to make any comments on the effect of friendship

on individual characters or what Dickens’ message about friendship is in the novel. There were many

sprinklings of “bildungsroman” throughout the responses and generally such inclusion enhanced them.

There were some interesting responses that reflected on “non friendship” relationships and contrasted

them with truer versions ( e.g. Magwitch and Compeyson) and many who felt that Pip and Estella were

contrasted to Pip and Biddy. A couple of candidates thought that Jaggers was a friend to Pip and

Wemmick, and that Wemmick was a friend to his Aged P. There were some excellent responses that

tended to concentrate on fewer examples of friendship but wrote about them at greater depth and also

engaged in more of a discussion how friendship as a theme runs through the novel.”

Included here is an example of a Level 3 response.
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Part a) There is an immediate focus on the task.

There is sound understanding of the relationship

between Pip and Joe, such as how Pip becomes

increasingly ashamed of Joe. The candidate

considers the use of language, including the effects

of a contrast, simile and questions and there is

some consideration of the effect on the reader.

Level 3, 10 marks

Part b) This is a personal response with relevant,

focused points showing a sound interpretation of

the text. Examples of situations in the text are

referred to, including Joe, Magwitch and Estella.

This is a sound response that considers the

changes in the relationships and friendships,

despite the problems they have gone through.

Level 3, 12 marks

For Section A, part b), examples can be specific

episodes, events, character actions, and so on.

‘Examples’ does not mean that quotations have to

be provided.
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Question 3 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Part (a) Utterson’s and Poole’s experience

Part (b) Terror

For Part a), the majority of candidates made good use of the wide variety of language techniques

used in the extract, but were less successful at identifying structural features. Those who did this

most successfully provided a chronological commentary on the text, explaining how the various

shifts in mood represented structural decisions by the author and contributed towards the

confusion and fear experienced by the protagonists. didates noted how the stillness of Hyde’s lair

contrasted with the excitement and chaos of breaking down the door and subverted the reader’s

expectations of a violent encounter.

For part b), the majority of candidates seemed very comfortable chronologically relating the various

instances of terror in the novella; however, even the most able candidates seemed unable to avoid

the temptation to analyse language and techniques. any candidates were able to say how instances

of terror help to drive the plot and explained why Stevenson’s ideas were so profoundly terrifying.

Comments received include:

“Part A was done to a good standard. Candidates engaged well with the extract. Good use of subject

terminology - in particular candidates were very fond of highlighting personification and the idea of

‘semantic’ or ‘lexical’ fields. Very few responses displayed sufficient skill to combine their language and

structural skills together in an evaluative form, even when they were clearly quite able." 

"Part B Some strong responses were seen and even the less able candidates were able to engage with the

question and used correct references to the text. There were some issues with pupils working in context,

but sometimes in a meaningful way, i.e. talking about Stevenson’s beliefs and what he hoped to achieve

in a scene in terms of affecting a reader was relevant to the point being made, but talking about Victorian

society itself, is not."

“Some did not focus on the question and just tracked through the extract. Most managed something to

say on language/structure and used some terminology. The less able candidates did better when they

chose a PEE approach and started with “Utterson’s and Pooles’s experience was shocking/gruesome and

then picked out examples to back this up. Other candidates said things like “they experienced the sole

destroyer” showing misunderstanding. Better candidates contrasted the tension felt with the calmness of

the room and the best linked this to their experience even something simple like 'confusing' worked."

"Part B allowed all to choose at least one other part, mostly the girl being trampled but better candidates

chose perhaps 3 areas and mainly showed a thorough understanding of the novel.”

"Many answers showed a largely narrative response which had some elements of a personal response.

There was some evidence of a critical style, but it was not always securely applied. Some valid points were

made, but were without a consistent or secure focus. Many answers showed a relevant personal

response, soundly related to the text.”

“The extract was a good one to choose and was a good differentiator. Quite a number of candidates were

able to summarise the events of the passage and pick out the drama and tension, with lots of emphasis

on the number of times the axe was swung and so on.

GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02     21



Better candidates managed to tackle the juxtaposition of the ‘riot’ created by chopping down the door

and then the calm and settled interior with things set out for tea (save the dead body on the ground!).

There were a few candidates who did some really nice metaphorical arguments with this passage though,

noting that the smashing down of the door was especially dramatic as it represented the stripping away

of the mysteries surrounding Hyde and Jekyll, or how Jekyll had broken the boundaries of Science or

humanity in his experiments in the first place.

In the second part of the question, a number of candidates could reference a range of other events,

namely the Danvers Carew murder and many looking at Lanyon’s death. Much of this ended up being

summary though. There were a large number who referenced the ‘trampled calmly’ over the small girl,

but again the majority weren’t able to refer to specific textual references to show detailed knowledge or to

be able to develop their comments on the significance of these moments to the text/the theme.”

The following is an example of a sustained and thorough response.
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Part a) This is a focused and detailed response

showing thorough engagement with the text. The

response offers a sustained interpretation of the

extract. There is a balance between language and

structure. The candidate recognises the fast pace

of the extract’s opening and provides word level

analysis early into the response. The candidate

considers the impact on the reader discussing how

the writer draws the reader’s attention to the

‘importance’ of the door as a ‘symbol’. Subject

terminology is used throughout the response. The

candidate also offers an alternative interpretation.

Level 4, 16 marks

Part b) The candidate remains focused on the

question offering three occasions where terror is

presented: Mr Hyde’s appearance; Sir Danvas

Carew; fog. The consideration of the fog, in

particular, shows thorough engagement with the

text. The section at the bottom of page 4 is a little

vague – perhaps more could have been done here

to warrant a higher mark. The closing line is

insightful and demonstrates analysis confidently.

The response considers context; it should be noted

that context is not assessed in this question.

Level 4, 15 marks

Section A, part b), If quotations are used, they do

not have to be accurate - they can be paraphrased.
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Question 4 

A Christmas Carol

Part (a) Scrooge’s happiness

Part (b) Good will

Many students were able to identify and explain the various language techniques utilised in the

extract. Some candidates would have benefited from a wider range of techniques in their

responses, as many simply interrogated every simile they came across. More able students

achieved great success in exploring the connotations of the various comparisons. Furthermore,

structure was well handled, as students seem more comfortable discussing the effect of sentence

lengths than they do commenting on the chronology of a whole extract.

For Part b), the majority of candidates were successful in listing the occurrences of good will in the

novel (though some spent too much time on Scrooge’s lack of good will). The more successful

students tied these instances to an overall commentary on Dickens’ intentions in writing the novel.

Tiny Tim was promoted as the very soul of good will in the novel.

Feedback from examiners included:

“Few answers showed limited understanding of the identification of language, form and structure with

little evidence of relevant subject terminology and some candidates showed a cohesive evaluation of the

interrelationship of language, form and structure and their effect on the reader. Relevant subject

terminology was integrated and precise."

"For Part a), there was too much referring back to Scrooge before and/or starting with an introductory

paragraph which was not relevant. I can see a few lines to set the scene was relevant, but even good

candidates were making references to Scrooge in the past and considering timings later on. Most

managed to find something to discuss and similes were well identified. Structure was well discussed too

(exclamatory sentences). Better candidates could see the allusion to 'glowing' as being almost God

like/halo and being a baby as symbolic of his rebirth. For Part b) again lots for them to get going with

here and while at the lower end it was mainly a list of everyone from the portly gentlemen onwards with

not much development, at least all could feel as though they had answered the question. Some did refer

to Scrooge’s childhood but struggled to link it to good will, likewise his rejection by his fiancée (showing

goodwill on her part). Some used Scrooge himself at the end but often with not much to development.

Some candidates also did well when exploring Fezziwig's and Fred's good will.”

“Analysis focused task but many candidates were still stuck in providing a summary. Lots of candidates

could talk about how Scrooge was much happier in the extract and could cite relevant quotations to

support it, but the comments ended up being a little hollow afterwards e.g. missing opportunities to

comment on the effect of actual word choices and how they were achieved, rather than just the

generalised meaning. There were some really nice comments on structure. Students were able to identify

the hurried and overly long sentence structure of Scrooge’s speech, indicative of his over

exuberance/inability to think logically/excitement, and weaker candidates were also able to articulate

this, this would suggest that structure is being taught more explicitly in schools. Still a lot about social

context, which was a shame. Often this knowledge wasn’t being used particularly to illuminate a reading,

and so instead was a bit of a waste as it is not assessed in this task."

"On the whole the second task was handled well and many candidates could identify a range of different

examples of good will across the text. This was most successful when students could refer to specific

events, characters or textual references. There were some good discussions of the importance of the
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charity collectors and Scrooge’s nephew, with many able to discuss how Jacob Marley’s ghost and Mr

Fezziwig were also indicative of this theme. It was a little less successful when candidates focused on

Scrooge’s own transformation which, while relevant to ‘good will’, often led candidates back in the

dangerous territory of the extract again.”

“For Part b), some candidates struggled to tie their responses back to the question and focused too much

on Scrooge. Most, however, did explore the charity collectors, Fred, Fezziwig, The Cratchits and popularly

Tiny Tim. Jacob Marley and the other ghosts also featured as their roles were frequently seen as showing

good will.”

Two exemplars are included for this novel. The first is included as it is an example where the

candidate only refers to the extract in part b). The second is an exemplar of a Level 3 response

where the candidate has written a fair amount, but focus on the Assessment Objectives and

question are not maintained.
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Part a) The response is labelled as part b but then

refers to the extract. The response focuses on the

extract, not the rest of the text, so should be

credited for part a. There are three relevant

quotations and some comment on language.

There is just enough understanding to warrant a

mark at the bottom of Level 2.

Level 2, 5 marks

Part b) There is an attempt to consider the novel

outside of the extract – ‘Happiness is shown all

throughout the book’. The label for ‘Part A’ is

actually for part b. However, the candidate has

referred to the extract in this part of the question.

References to the extract from part a cannot be

credited for part b.

Level 1, 1 mark

Candidates must explore other areas of the novel

when responding to Part b) of the question. It is

the candidate's opportunity to show how well they

know the novel.
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Here is our second exemplar.
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Part a) There is understanding of how Scrooge is

feeling. The response considers the use of

language, such as the focus on ‘best’ and ‘happiest’.

There is consideration of effects on the reader, but

points are repeated. There is an attempt to use

subject terminology but not all terms are used

accurately.

Level 3, 10 marks

Part b) There is a lack of focus on the question and

on the Assessment Objectives assessed in this

question. There is a lot of unnecessary reference

to context and there is also some focus on AO2.

This is a sustained response but a lot of the

response is not relevant. However, there are some

focused points, such as Scrooge giving the turkey

to Fred, the reference to the pay rise and then

becoming Tim’s second father. Despite the slips in

focus, the response regains focus when discussing

Scrooge’s transformation later on, with relevant

points. The last page and a half is focused and

relevant. There is consideration of Dickens’

message which is linked to the good will in the

novel.

Level 3, 10 marks

Candidates should regularly refer to the question

in order to maintain focus.
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Question 5 

Pride and Prejudice

Part (a) Relationship Mr and Mrs Bennet

Part (b) Financial wealth

This extract was particularly successful and several very good responses were seen. Several

candidates gained full marks for both parts of the question. For Part a), most candidates

commented on the use of italics and the use of questions. For Part b), candidates tended to write

about Darcy, Bingley and Lady Catherine de Bourgh.

Examiner comments include:

“Some confusion with the Bennet’s relationship as too many felt they hated each other. Better answers

saw they were mismatched and Mrs Bennet married for money while he was beguiled by her looks! "

"Some more able candidates were able to make comment on the use of humour and tolerance."

"I enjoyed reading the responses to Part b) as students really went to town on marrying for money. There

was not too much in the way of context other than a reasonable reference to entailment and the need for

women to be secure and not a burden as a reason for Charlotte accepting Mr Collins' proposal."

"There was good discussion on Lady Catherine de Bourgh and how wealth allowed rudeness and the

deceit of the Bingley sisters, as their wealth came from trade, so there were lots of little subtleties.”

Many of the responses to this question were Level 3 and above. This exemplar is a response that is

Level 3/4 borderline.
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Part a) The response focuses on a range of

language and structural devices used in the

extract, including repetition, the use of

exclamation marks and ‘free indirect discourse’.

There is a focus on the effects of particular words,

such as the consideration of the use of the verb

“cried” to show the dramatic nature of Mrs

Bennet’s personality. Overall there is enough

understanding, supported by relevant subject

terminology, to warrant a mark at the bottom of

Level 4.

Level 4, 13 marks

Part b) This is an inconsistent response as there is

some reference to AO2 (language, form and

structure) and AO3 (context). The response is

mostly focused on the question. This section gains

a Level 3 mark as it is a personal response that is

soundly related to the text. The candidate uses

many supporting references and comments which

highlight understanding. Ideas such as Lady

Catherine’s ‘snobbish’ ideals are explored in a

reasonable amount of detail. The end of the

section ends slightly abruptly. Further references

and focused points would be required to qualify

the response for a mark in Level 4.

Level 3, 12 marks

For part a), candidates should select specific words

and phrases from the extract and formulate point,

evidence, explain answers for each sample

provided. Candidates are credited for the

development of ideas relating to the examples

provided.
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Question 6 

Silas Marner

Part (a) Eppie’s feelings about her life with Silas Marner

Part (b) Nancy

Responses to this novel were very successful. Candidates were able to comment on Eliot's use of

colloquial language and use of repetition and many made reference to the use of the emotive and

peruasive language in the extract. For Part b), a range of points were made about the character of

Nancy. Several candidates commented on her relationship with her sister, Priscilla, and others

focused on her reactions to the discovery of Godfrey's relationship with Molly Farren.

Examiner comments include:

“This was a good extract as all could comment on Eppie’s love for Silas. The approach tended to be

choose a quote and say something about that. I came across very few responses with references to

terminology. More able candidates commented on how Eppie's dialect and her reasoning as to why she

would not fit in with the upper class. Some candidates picked out “Cleave” to show her passion and “only

one father” and the use of the word 'father' itself."

"The more able candidates knew Nancy well, the less able struggled to provide a range of ideas. I saw

some reasonable answers starting with her prettiness and interaction with her sister, her sense of morals,

her love for Godfrey (though sometimes these got a bit bogged down with his marriage and the

blackmailing) then the use of the extract linking it to how she couldn’t have children. It was a pity most

tapered out here, if they had just gone on to say that she made friends with Eppie and helped her with

her wedding they could have, possibly, moved up a level.”

This is an example of a Level 4 (Part a) and Level 3 (Part b) response.

48     GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02



GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02     49



50     GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02



GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02     51



52     GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02



GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02     53



54     GCSE English Literature 1ET0 02



Part a) This is a sustained response which is clearly

focussed on Eppie’s feelings. The response covers

a range of points exploring the effects of language,

form and structure, showing a thorough

engagement with the text. The candidate considers

the use of rhetorical questions, lists, adverbs and

personification. The response includes comments

on the way that Eppie is shown to be ‘grateful’ to

Silas and feels that he is her ‘one’ father. The

response also offers consideration of the effect of

Eppie’s tears as a demonstration of her feelings.

Level 4, 16 marks

Part b) This is a personal response which makes

relevant points despite elements of a narrative

style. The candidate considers Nancy's relationship

with Godfrey and how this is revealed. The

response also considers Nancy’s response to

Eppie’s garden and how this shows her as caring.

There is reference to context at the end of the

response which is not assessed in this question.

There is enough of a focus to award a mark in

Level 3.

Level 3, 11 marks

For part a), candidates will qualify for higher levels

if they penetrate the extract for as many examples

as possible.
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Question 7 

Frankenstein

Part (a) Frankenstein’s experiences

Part (b) Suffering

A full range of marks was awarded for this question, with many candidates gaining marks in Level 3.

Often, candidates responded enthusiastically to Part b) of the question and were able to identify

how characters in the novel suffer. Some only considered the creature or monster, whereas other

considered a range, such as Victor, Elizabeth and Justine.

Examiner comments include:

"Candidates successfully discussed the use of contrasts between Switzerland and Scotland. Several picked

up on the use of repetition of the word 'miserable'."

“In Part a) some candidates struggled with maintaining a focus on the extract and frequently lapsed into

talking for too long about other parts of the story to justify their analysis, thus limiting their actual

engagement with the extract itself."

"Interestingly, candidates seemed to really struggle with structural analysis for this extract, failing to

produce any memorable insights or analysis on this front.”

"Part b), some candidates expressed sympathy for the DeLacey family when explaining how they

suffered."

“Good accessible extract. Most could say something on the repetition of “miserable” but better saw how it

reflected his feelings. Most understood he hated it. Better saw the contrast with Switzerland and made

good lang points. For part b, all could access this question.”

The example included here is an exemplar of a low Level 3 response.
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Part a) There is an understanding of language in

the response. There is some literal focus and ideas

are not always developed. Each paragraph is

supported with an example from the text, although

quotations are sometimes quite lengthy. Subject

terminology is used, including ‘adjective’, ‘complex

sentence’ and ‘verb’. There is just enough evidence

of understanding to warrant a mark at the bottom

of Level 3.

Level 3, 9 marks

Part b) This is a personal response with some

relevant points. The response starts by focusing on

the creature and how the village was ‘scared of his

presence’, and the impact this had on the creature.

There is also some consideration of how the

creature suffers as a result of the De Laceys,

although this is not developed. Points are relevant,

just not always explored fully.

Level 3, 10 marks

For Section A, Part a), a most useful acronym to

use when exploring AO2 is PETER: Point, Evidence,

Technique, Effect on Reader.
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Question 8 

Section B, Poetry Anthology questions

Of the Poetry Anthology section, by far the most popular question was Question 9, Conflict. Overall,

the majority of poetry responses were very successful. and the full range of marks were awarded.

General comments for this section include:

“Section B there was variation with contextual focus being the main stumbling block for some candidates.

A lack of contextual focus hampered some candidates’ marks. A real positive was that I came across

fewer responses that only analysed one poem. I did not have to impose the 'capped at level 2' guidance at

all.”

“There were some thoughtful comparisons made throughout Questions 8,9 and 10. There were a number

of responses which focused more on their selected poem rather than balancing the analysis between the

named and their own choice. These did not score as well as those which looked at the named poem first

and then brought in similarities.”

“The poems selected by candidates was often appropriate and favourites for Question 8 were A Child to

his Sick Grandfather, Neutral Tones and One Flesh. Candidates struggled with Valentine. Successful

comparison for Question 9 were often with Cousin Kate, The Man He Killed and No Problem. Candidates

struggled to develop responses with Catrin.”

In Section B, with the anthology poetry, there were some promising responses in the top band with those

candidates having an excellent understanding of context and integrating this throughout. However, for

some candidates, there was a lack of development of analysis which prevented them from moving up

from Level 2. In some cases, this was due to feature spotting without considering the effect on the reader

or considering analysis of quotes. On the whole, students this year had clearly prepared themselves well

knowing a range of quotations. Candidates who were highly successful, knew their chosen second poem

incredibly well and were able to respond to the question effectively by choosing and selecting from a vast

repertoire of suitable and integrated and/or precise quotes.”

Some very rare or unusual and unexpected scenarios occurred:

candidates comparing with another poem in a different collection (either given or named in

another collection)

candidates writing more about the chosen poem rather than the one given

several 2 in1s where candidates had used the answer space for Q11 as well.

There were very few rubric infringements (responses where only one poem had been discussed).
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Question 8 Relationships collection

Named poem: A Complaint

Question: Loss

The most popular poems used for comparison were The Manhunt and Neutral Tones, although all

other poems were seen. The question was accessible and gave candidates a wide option to choose

from in order to compare.

Examiner comments include:

“There were some very strong responses to this section that were very enjoyable to read. Candidates

engaged very well with the given poem. Most opting for a comparison with either Simon Armitage or

Thomas Hardy’s poem."

"The only negative feedback would be that more able candidates frequently struggled to work context

into their analysis in a meaningful way, too often it seemed to be lumped in, or lopsided in favour of one

poem, even in the strongest responses. Some candidates had good responses, but failed to actually

compare the poems in a meaningful manner, thus limiting them.”

The following is an exemplar of a high Level 4 response.
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The candidate compares the named poem, A

Complaint, with One Flesh.

There is a range of comparisons in this response

and the candidate analyses form and structure, for

example the comments about rhyme. In A

Complaint, the rhyme in the form of the rhyming

couplet at the end of each verse shows the love is

complete whereas the half rhyme in One Flesh

represents the fact that they have grown apart.

Tone is addressed, as is context. There are

effective comments on language and the effects on

the reader.

Level 4, 16 marks

Candidates must compare the given poem with

another in the same collection (listed below the

question).
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Question 9 

Question 9 Conflict collection

Named poem:  A Poison Tree

Question: Anger

Examiners commented:

“A real mixture in terms of the strength of the responses produced here, however, all candidates engaged

well with the named poem. Candidates in this section seemed to struggle with context. Most popular

comparisons were with either 'The Man He Killed', 'Half-Caste' or 'Cousin Kate'. A small number of

candidates are trying to produce pre-prepared comparisons that are not relevant, and which limit their

marks as they do not focus on the question. Some candidates were not really comparing the poems in a

meaningful manner.”

“The most popular poems used for comparison were ‘The Man He Killed’, 'The Class Game', Cousin Kate'

and 'The Man He Killed'. Some very good explorations of language and structure, and most candidates

were strong on context. Biblical allusions and extended metaphors came to the fore. I felt the choice of ‘A

Poison Tree’ gave most students an excellent chance to make effective comparisons. I felt most students

responded well and chose appropriate second poems that allowed them explore anger successfully.”

“Students usually matched to 'Catrin', 'Cousin Kate' or 'No Problem'. There were clear links made. Easy

links were made to anger. Context links were often made about religion. Students were able to identify

techniques with ease.”

“The named poem ‘A Poison Tree’ elicited a high degree of textual engagement. Most students made solid

comparisons and the general quality of responses was high. The comparisons used various poems from

the cluster. Even some unusual comparisons, such as ‘The Prelude’ was still effective. The theme of anger

allowed for a wide variety of responses.”

“Generally well engaged responses.”

“Candidates grappled well with ‘A Poison Tree’ and were able to discuss the message of what happens

when anger and hatred isn’t dealt with. Many tackled the biblical allusions in the poem and the idea of

temptation to give in to rage and anger effectively, which was nice to see. Some odd pairings at points

limited the responses. As the focus was on anger, many picked appropriate choices such as ‘No Problem'

or 'Cousin Kate' and ‘Catrin’. It was less successful when candidates picked poems that had less to do with

anger, for example 'The Class Game'.”

“Most candidates could reference appropriate context, some of whom did so to really illuminate their

readings of the text.”

Two examples are included for this question. The first is a borderline Level 3, Level 4 response. The

second received full marks.
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The candidate compares the named poem, A

Poison Tree, with The Charge of the Light Brigade.

The theme and links are introduced at the start of

the response and the candidate then proceeds to

try to analyse in some detail the set text.

Comments are supported by textual references.

Discourse markers are used at the start of each

paragraph to introduce the comparison between

the texts. Irony is commented upon and how that

links with the anger expressed in each poem.

Comments on the chosen poem are stronger that

on the set, leading to some imbalance. Comments

on context are a little muddled. Overall, this

response warrants a mark at the bottom of Level 4.

Level 4, 13 marks

Candidates must compare the two poems. Practice

using discourse markers: On the other hand,

whereas, however, this is different to, this is also seen,

whereas, etc.
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This second response is very impressive, particularly when we consider the limited time suggested

and being a closed book examination. Full marks are awarded.
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The candidate compares the named poem, A

Poison Tree, with Cousin Kate.

This is a comprehensive, detailed response which

demonstrates the Candidate’s perceptive

understanding of both poems. The candidate

discusses the contrast in the emotions depicted by

both texts and goes on to evaluate the use of

language in a cohesive manner. There is excellent

understanding of context. The response easily

fulfils the criteria for Level 5.

Level 5, 20 marks

The Anthology poetry question assesses

Assessment Objectives AO1, AO2 and AO3.

Use the mark grids in the mark schemes to guide

you when marking mock examinations. Candidates

should demonstrate an understanding of the two

poems, compare them and explore the use of

language, form and structure, and use relevant

terminology where appropriate. Candidates should

also comment on the context of the poems.
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Question 10 

Question 10 Time and Place collection

Named poem: I started Early – Took my Dog

Question: a Journey

Overall, the question worked well and a good range of responses was seen. Some candidates

explored the psychological journey of the poem and others explored the more literal journey taken.

Examiner comments include:

“ I felt that the named poem was often overlooked and candidates explored their chosen poem in more

detail. Those that effectively explored this poem commented on the speaker’s sexual discovery."

“Students tended to match the named poem to 'Nothing’s Changed' or 'Romney Marsh'. There was strong

understanding of chosen poem and its context. Good analysis was made about the sea.”

"Candidates tended to explore the use of punctuation, such as the use of dashes, and made good

comparisons with their chosen second poem."

The following example is one that is placed at the top of Level 2.
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The candidate compares the named poem, I

Started early – Took My Dog, with London.

There is some understanding of the two poems in

this response. The candidate compares I Started

early – Took My Dog, with London. The candidate

begins by looking at some contextual points and

the journey of experience. Some reasonable points

are made about the chartered streets and

freedom. Some brief comments are made about

the structure of both poems. There is very little on

the named poem and the response is a little

unfocused. A mark at the top of Level 2 is

appropriate.

Level 2, 8 marks

Candidates are advised to spend approximately 35

minutes on the chosen Anthology section.
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Question 11 

Section B, Part 2, Unseen Poetry:

Poem 1: The Month of May by Wendy Cope

Poem 2: British Weather by Gavin Ewart

Question: How the writers present the month of May

Feedback for the unseen poems has, on the whole, been very enthusiastic and favourable. Several

candidates gained better marks for the unseen poetry section than what they did for the studied

Anthology question.

Examiner comments include:

“The unseen section really captured the candidates’ imaginations and, I felt, again, that the quality of

responses has improved since last series. In all, a lovely paper to work on.”

“Some strong responses in this section. Pleasantly surprised by the strength of the analysis of the forms in

both poems. Language analysis was strong too. There is a slight issue in that less able candidates are not

really comparing the poems, but instead analysing them in turn, with a few tokenistic comparative

phrases thrown in.”

“Candidates seemed well prepared for the exams with the majority of responses offering structured

attempts at analysis, whether at Level 2 or 5. One of the main issues was responses were placed in the

wrong part of the exam booklet.”

“A delight! Some answered this and left the Anthology poems blank. It started from basic both poems are

about May and both poems use merry. Better saw positive/negative with comments and

optimistic/pessimistic. Even better saw the sarcastic tone/ child like refrain. Lots to identify in language

and most could pick out something. Repetition/contrast. I did like the one who disagreed with Cope as

May was not great as it was exam time! They just need to watch learnt ABAB rhyme scheme used as it

sounds like a heartbeat, not relevant here but overall there were some lovely responses.”

“In Section B, it was pleasant to see that there was a fewer number of candidates who had clearly run out

of time for the Unseen Poetry (Q11) question and showing students were well trained for an exam of this

length. 'The Month of May' was a clear comparison across both poems and students were more inclined

to engage more thoroughly with these poems as a result as they were familiar with the idea.”

"Candidates seemed to cope well with the Unseen Poetry question. Weaker candidates were able to draw

comparison between title, topic and imagery whilst the more able candidates were able to consider tone,

structure and various aspects of language and form. Candidates often structured their responses clearly

with methodical points which alternated between the poems. There was often good use of comparative

language.”

Three exemplars are included for this part of the paper: Level 2, Level 3 and Level 5.
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There is some understanding of the poems – the

candidate identifies that The Month of May is

‘happy’ and that British Weather is ‘horrible’. There

are some underdeveloped comparisons. For

example, the candidate identifies that both poems

are about ‘the weather’. There is also reference to

subject terminology, including the use of

‘adjectives’. There is enough to warrant a mark in

the middle of level 2.

Level 2, 6 marks

Please remind candidates that they should begin

Q11, the Unseen Poetry section, in the correct

place in the answer booklet.
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This is a Level 3 response.
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There is sound understanding of the two poems. In

particular, the candidate considers the effect of

colours in the poem. There is some use of subject

terminology and examples from the poems are

used to support the points made. The candidate

makes some reasonable comparisons. There is

enough for a mark in Level 3 as the candidate

compares and contrasts the poems, but the

response is not sustained.

Level 3, 10 marks

Candidates should be reminded to make comment

on form and structure. All bullet points in a mark

grid must be addressed to gain marks at the top of

a particular level.
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Our final example is a Level 5 response.
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This is an assured and personal response. The

candidate offers an individual interpretation of the

poems and makes a range of thoughtful points,

including the use of first person in The Month of

May which shows the feeling of optimism, in

contrast to the patronising tone in British Weather,

which shows the ‘failed optimism’. There is close

analysis of language, including the use of

alliteration of the ‘m’ sound in Month of May, which

is ‘associated with warmth’. The response

considers deeper meaning but is not always fully

explored. The candidate offers an individual

interpretation of the poems.

Level 5, 18 marks

Use the examples for students to identify

comments on language, form and structure and to

highlight any comparative points made in order to

develop skills.
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Section A

There are no examples for this, as answers in this section are where candidates have not identified

the question number on their response. There were 505 candidates who had forgotten to identify

the question they were responding to and a general reminder to candidates to do so would be

appreciated.

Some here were 'two-in-one' responses where candidates had written their answers in the

incorrect area of the answer booklet. We would very much appreciate centres reminding their

students to write their answers in the correct area of their answer booklet.

Section B

As with Section A above, there are no examples for this area as these are responses where

candidates had forgotten to identify the question number attempted in Section B, Part 1

(Anthology). A large number of candidates did not identify which question they were answering or

had started their Q11 response in the same area of the answer booklet.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Candidates should write their responses in the correct area of the answer booklet. Space is

provided for each part.

Candidates should not use extra paper. Ample space is provided in the answer booklet.

Centres should remind their students of which Assessment Objectives are being assessed.

Context is only assessed in Section B, Part 1 Poetry Anthology.

For Section A, part (a) of the question, candidates must explore the language, form and structure

of the extract. Candidates should just refer to the extract in this part of the question.

Section A, part (b), candidates should draw on their knowledge of the text that they have studied

and give examples from elsewhere in the novel. Candidates may, depending on the question,

explore one area in detail or cover a range of examples.

Section A, part (b), examples can be particular references to other parts of the novel such as

events, episodes, character, action, and so on that are relevant to the question. Candidates can

paraphrase quotations from memory, but exact quotations are not mandatory, particularly as

this is closed book examination. The Assessment Objective assesses the candidate’s knowledge

of the texts and not language, form and structure. Centres should remind themselves of where

the Assessment Objectives are assessed. Context is not assessed in Section A.

Section B, Part 1, Anthology – candidates need to consider language, form, structure and context.

Poems need to be compared and relevant terminology employed where appropriate.

Candidates should be reminded to label their answers clearly (particularly Section A) and to use

the correct space in the answer booklet.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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