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Introduction
The English Literature 5ET1H examination consists of two sections and lasts for an hour and 
forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section. The questions on this paper 
have been designed to enable candidates to show what they can achieve in relation to the 
detailed study of two texts. This is the last series for the specification.

The total number of marks available is 86.

There are 39 marks available for Section A, which includes 3 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar assessed in part (c) of the question.

47 marks are available for Section B, which includes 7 marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.

Study of Prose Texts

Section A

A question on one text from the Literary Heritage (the three part question). There is 
one question per text and candidates should answer all three parts of the question. The 
maximum marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 8 marks; part (b) 12 marks 
and part (c) 16 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 3 is awarded for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. Total of 39 marks.

Section B

A question on one text from Different Cultures (essay). Candidates provide a response 
to one of two questions. Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 24 marks and 
Assessment Objective 4 carries a maximum of 16 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 7 is 
awarded for spelling, punctuation and grammar. Total of 47 marks.

Comment:

A full range of marks was awarded and most candidates were able to demonstrate their 
knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the texts they had studied. In many cases, 
candidates demonstrated enthusiasm and engagement in their responses. Marks are 
awarded in relation to key areas of the mark bands and whether a candidate demonstrates 
a generally sound, sound, sustained and thorough, pertinent and assured, or convincing and 
perceptive understanding.

Section A

Animal Farm remained the most popular option for Section A, with just over 20 000 
responses (a little down on last year). The second most popular choice was Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde (4980 responses compared with approximately 4170 last year, so a few more 
here), closely followed by The Hound of the Baskervilles (approximately 2880 responses). 
A number of candidates had crossed the wrong question number and many responses in 
questions 4, 5 and 6 were actually responses to Question 1.

Very few centres studied: Felicia’s Journey (105, although some of these were responses 
to other questions), Pride and Prejudice (380 compared with 415 last year) or Great 
Expectations (266 – with 274 last year). 
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Some candidates still did not label their answers correctly – which often made it difficult to 
distinguish which part of the question they were responding to. In some cases, candidates 
seemed to merge the parts of the question and provided one long essay. 

On the whole, there was continued evidence of improved time management and a sharper 
focus on each part of the question. Candidates coped much better with the ‘new-style’ 
Section A three-part questions, since their introduction last year (particularly evident in 
Animal Farm responses), with a number receiving full marks. The majority of candidates 
kept focus on the extract (for Parts A and B) and did not discuss other parts of the text. 
Some candidates still included some social and historical context (such as the Russian 
Revolution, Stalin and Trotsky for Question 1), which is not assessed in this section of the 
paper; however, evidence of this has continued to decrease. Most candidates did as was 
asked and chose a specific extract to discuss for part (c), which has ultimately encouraged 
them to discuss one area in more detail; however, some did explore several areas of the 
novel. 

231 responses had not been identified and were in the Section A option (259 last year). 
This was a slight reduction on last year but another reminder will be included in the centre 
report. 

Section B:

Of Mice and Men unsurprisingly remained the most popular option for Section B. There 
was a good balance of responses, with 12829 answering Question 13 (Slim) and 11032 
answering Question 14 (Violence). Rather than answering the set question, some candidates 
had selected another, such as ‘Secrets’, in error. Wherever possible, marks were awarded for 
relevant points that were appropriate to either Question 13 or 14.

The second most popular choice was To Kill a Mockingbird, with 1509 responses to Question 
19 (Calpurnia) and 774 responses to Question 20 (Education). 

The least popular text was Anita and Me with just 27 responses (compared with 33 last 
year). There were just 9 responses to Question 7 (Mr Kumar) and 18 responses to Question 
8 (Change). 

Responses to Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Question 9 (Lou, 89 responses) and 
Question 10 (Literature) were very impressive. 

Heroes remains a popular text. There were 1160 responses to Question 11 (Larry LaSalle) 
and 125 responses to Question 12 (Secrets). 

For Rani and Sukh there were 47 responses to Question 15 (Resham Bains) and 117 
responses to Question 16 (Secrets). 

Riding the Black Cockatoo (91 responses to Question 17 and just 9 for Question 18). 
Responses to this text have continued to decline. Indeed, most were responses to Of Mice 
and Men and the wrong box had been ticked. 

A number of candidates had omitted crossing the chosen question number, resulting in 516 
items not correctly labelled, again being slightly more than last year (505).

Fewer candidates wrote their Section B response in the Section A answer space. Centres are 
thanked for reminding candidates to respond in the correct area of the answer booklet and 
are asked to continue doing so with the new specification. Candidates' understanding of the 
rubrics of the examination continued to improve.

Centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and thorough delivery 
of the specification. 
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Question 1
Animal Farm

The chosen extract was taken from Chapter 5 when Napoleon has his dogs chase Snowball 
off the farm.

Part (a) Napoleon

Part (b) Terror

Part (c) Power

Questions allowed all abilities to respond with a good response – very few responses were 
in Band 1. Parts (a) and (b) were generally well answered. Part (c) responses varied due 
to appropriate extract choice. Better responses came from ‘Battle of the Cowshed’ and 
Napoleon’s executions. Old Major’s speech was well interpreted by higher level candidates. 
The ‘apple and milk’ incident and building the windmill generally did not give candidates 
sufficient examples of a range of displays of power. The ‘Battle of the Cowshed’ responses 
considered physical and mental power from both the animals and humans, and how power 
led to corruption. The executions section also allowed some perceptive comments on the 
position of the corpses at Napoleon’s feet, and references to the smell of blood being a 
reminder of human power and leadership. Surprisingly, only a minority of candidates made 
reference to the whips being carried by the pigs and inference of slavery/power.

One particularly strong response to part (c) explored the alliterative ‘b’ from the ‘brass 
collars – bounding’ and how the choice of metal for the studs suggested that the dogs were 
‘hard’ and went on to consider how the dogs in effect were wearing a 'uniform'.

This first example gains marks in different mark bands.
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Part (a) In the first paragraph, the candidate identifies that 
Napoleon is ‘smart’ as he ‘trains the dogs’. A PEE format is 
used, with a supporting quotation from the extract, followed 
with a brief comment. Similarly, paragraph 2 identifies that he 
is ‘spiteful’ and ‘cruel’; paragraph 3 that he is ‘powerful’ and 
in the final paragraph that he has ‘scared’ Snowball. There are 
four PEE paragraphs with a range of ideas. Comments about the 
examples are not sustained. Band 2, 5 marks.

Part (b) The response to this part of the question is very brief. 
The candidate suggests that emotive language is used to show 
that ‘Snowball is scared’ and supports this with an example. 
The comment that follows is ‘empty’ – as it does not provide a 
full explanation. This falls below expectations and although we 
do try to find something to award, this could only be awarded 
a Band 2 mark on Foundation (Limited). Rather than a zero, 1 
mark is awarded.

Part (c) The candidate selects an example when Napoleon 
orders the animals to assemble, which shows his power. There 
are three PEE paragraphs. Ideas are undeveloped and there is 
no close analysis of language (AO2). This is just into ‘sound’. 
Band 2, 5 marks.

SPaG: 2 marks.

Total: 13 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should select specific words and phrases 
from the extract and formulate point, evidence, explain 
answers for each example provided.

Examiner Tip
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This second response is slightly better than the first.
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This response gains full marks for all parts of the question.

Part (a) The candidate provides a range of developed points and comments 
suggesting that Napoleon is: ‘fearful’, ‘powerful’, ‘controlling’, 'dominant' and 
‘intimidating’. Three developed PEE paragraphs with three quotations are 
provided. When compared with the first exemplar this is slightly better but 
the candidate uses fewer quotations. Band 3, 6 marks.

Part (b) The candidate maintains a focus on the question, but few examples 
are provided and ideas are not developed. Band 2, 3 marks. 

Part (c) The candidate selects an appropriate area of the novel from Chapter 
7, when the hens rebel. There is only one quotation, but the points and 
ideas are developed. The response lacks any close analysis of language. 
Band 2, 4 marks.

SPaG: 3 marks.

Total: 16 marks 

Examiner Comments

For part (c) of the question, candidates should choose an 
extract similar in length to the one provided and select 
specific words and phrases in order to explore the theme.

Examiner Tip



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 13



14 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 15



16 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 17



18 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01

Part (a) The candidate comments that Napoleon is: 
‘overpowering’, ‘above everyone when talking’, ‘controlling’, 
‘secretive’, ‘sly’, ‘a leader’, ‘replacing old Major’ and 
‘manipulative’. All points are supported with relevant examples. 
We cannot ask for more in ten minutes. Band 3, 8 marks.

Part (b) There is a sharp focus on the question and the 
candidate focuses on the language, often at word-level. There 
is reference to specific terms, such as verbs, adjectives and 
pathetic fallacy. A full range of examples are presented. Band 5, 
12 marks. 

Part (c) This is a detailed and assured response. The candidate 
considers Napoleon’s power and how he uses the dogs. Some 
perceptive ideas are offered, such as Napoleon is demanding 
and that he expects animals to confess to him as though he is 
'The God’ (sic). Another perceptive point is about how Napoleon 
‘stood above them’. The response continues with a comparison 
to Mr Jones’s power and how Napoleon orders the animals to 
‘assemble’. There is close analysis of language and ideas are 
fully developed. Again, we cannot ask for more. Band 5, 16 
marks. 

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 39 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should avoid using very long quotations.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

The chosen extract was taken from Search for Mr Hyde when Utterson goes to see Lanyon to 
discuss Henry Jekyll.

Part (a) Utterson

Part (b) Lanyon

Part (c) Friendship

Part (a) was mostly answered well, and several candidates gained marks in the top band. 
Part (b) allowed all candidates to give some level of language analysis. Part (c) answers 
varied in success dependent upon the chosen extract. Many candidates chose Enfield 
and Utterson’s relationship – this tended to be a more superficial look at friendship. More 
detailed analysis generally came from Utterson and Jekyll’s friendship.

This first exemplar is a Band 1 response.
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This second exemplar gains marks in the top two bands for all parts of the question.

It is always helpful to guide the examiner to the extract 
selected for part (c), but this should only be brief.

Examiner Tip

Part (a) The candidate makes one point about Utterson going to Lanyon and one 
quotation is used. The points do not deal sharply enough with the question and the final 
sentence is unclear. Band 1, 1 mark.

Part (b) Ideas are not always clearly conveyed or are too vague in this response. One 
quotation is used, but the point that follows does not provide an explanation to it. 
Language is not explored. Band 1, 1 mark.

Part (c) The candidate selects an extract from ‘The Story of the Door’ in order to 
demonstrate the friendship between Utterson and Enfield, but there is not enough 
exploration of the chosen extract and no close analysis of the language. Band 1, 2 marks.

SPaG: 2 marks.

Total: 6 marks

Examiner Comments
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Part (a) In this response, the candidate identifies that Utterson 
is ‘respected’, ‘good friends with Lanyon’, has ‘much on his 
mind’, is ‘bothered’ about Jekyll and is ‘relieved’ to share his 
thoughts. Points are supported with relevant textual evidence. 
The response is sustained. Band 2, 5 marks. 

Part (b) The candidate provides a detailed response. Points 
about Lanyon suggest that he is ‘warm’, ‘friendly’, ‘well-
groomed’, in ‘good health’, ‘lonely’, ‘wealthy’, ‘quite young’ and 
has a ‘childish playful side’. There are some very interesting 
points, particularly the one about Lanyon being lonely. Some 
specific linguistic terms are employed and ideas are supported 
with relevant evidence. In the time given, this is a very good 
response. Band 5, 12 marks.

Part (c) The candidate chooses an extract from Jekyll’s letter 
and his reliance upon his friend, Lanyon. Appropriate examples 
are provided but the response is a little repetitive. This is an 
assured response. Band 4, 12 marks. 

SPaG: 3 marks (does not have to be perfect for 3 marks).

Total: 32 marks

Examiner Comments

If a candidate chooses to respond to the question in a 
different order, please remind them to label clearly.

If a candidate decides to respond to another section 
first, please remind candidates to write the response in 
the correct answer space.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
The Hound of the Baskervilles

The chosen extract was taken from Chapter 14 The Hound of the Baskervilles when Holmes 
and Watson are waiting for the appearance of the hound.

Part (a) Holmes

Part (b) Setting

Part (c) Suspense

The text was generally well chosen for the ability of the candidates. Part (a) was well 
received and most candidates achieved a good all round description of Holmes.

Part (b) responses were stronger when candidates acknowledged the gothic theme to fully 
explore the suspense and effect of the setting. On the whole, responses to part (c) were 
the weakest area of Section A. Whilst candidates generally chose suitable parts of the text; 
analysis of the effect of suspense was limited.

This first exemplar for this question is 'borderline' Bands 1 and 2.
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This second exemplar is awarded marks in Bands 2 and 3.

Part (a) In this response, the candidate identifies that Holmes is ‘excitable’, ‘nervous’, and 
‘determined and caring’. Quotations are included, but ideas are undeveloped and further 
comment would have benefited the response. This is a sound answer. Band 1, 3 marks.

Part (b) One point is made in this response suggesting ‘a sense of vulnerability’; the rest 
of this short response consists of quotations with minimal comment. A generally sound 
response. Band 1, 2 marks. 

Part (c) The candidate chooses an appropriate and relevant extract from ‘The Man on 
the Tor’. There is comment about sentence structure and the use of repetition, but the 
response is under-developed and more points and examples are required to qualify for a 
mark in a higher band. Band 1, 3 marks.

SPaG: 2 marks.

Total: 10 marks

Examiner Comments

For each point made, support ideas with evidence from the extract(s).

Examiner Tip
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Part (a) The candidate identifies that Holmes is ‘patient’, ‘intelligent’, 
‘knows best’, ‘excited’ and ‘relieved’. Ideas are supported with relevant 
examples and understanding of the character is assured. Band 3, 6 marks.

Part (b) In this response there is some misinterpretation of the language 
used to describe the setting, such as the use of personification and 
‘farther’ and the moor being ‘happy and nice’, when in fact it is the 
opposite in this extract; however, there are some relevant and credit-
worthy points. The misinterpretations do not negate the positive points. 
Band 2, 3 marks.

Part (c) The candidate chooses the extract where Barrymore is in the 
corridor. The first part considers how Barrymore is ‘trailing’ but there 
is some misinterpretation. The point about him being looking ‘guilty’ is 
relevant, but the comment simply repeats and re-works what is in the 
quotation. The point about the ‘blackness’ of the moor is relevant. There 
are some valid points, some paraphrasing and it is a little repetitive 
(‘mysterious and scary’). Band 2, 5 marks.

SPaG: 2 marks.

Total: 16 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should spend longer on part (c) of the question, 
as it carries more marks. Check the marks available for 
each part of the question and section of the paper.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
Felicia's Journey

The chosen extract was taken from Chapter 11, when Felicia returns to the Gathering House 
in search of her money.

Part (a) Felicia

Part (b) Miss Calligary

Part (C) Loss 

Marks across the full range were awarded for this question. More able candidates were able 
to engage with the questions on Miss Calligary and in part (c) of the question - 'loss in one 
other part of the novel'; but more often than not the theme of loss was discussed in general 
terms rather than specific extracts and incidents. Part (a) focused on Felicia’s character and 
responses were often, again, a little vague and not specific to the extract.

The following is an example of a sustained response.
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Part (a) In this response the candidate uses a range of 
examples from the extract, but makes few comments about 
the character of Felicia and some points are outside the 
extract. The candidate considers that Felicia has lost money 
and is searching for it; that she is on an 'impossible journey'; is 
desperate and that she is 'accusing'. Band 2, 5 marks.

Part (b) This is a sustained response that draws on knowledge 
of the character elsewhere in the novel. A range of points and 
language terms are identified, but there is some evidence of 
misinterpretation when there is comment about Miss Calligary 
being 'happy to see her back'. More coverage of the extract 
could have benefited this response. Band 3, 6 marks.

Part (c) This response is sustained. The candidate considers 
Chapter 19 in the novel and how Hilditch admits to the loss of 
other girls and how he loses Felicia as well. More close analysis 
would have benefited this response. Band 3, 8 marks.

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 22 marks

Examiner Comments

Social, cultural and historical context is NOT assessed 
in Section A. For the new specification, please check 
the Assessment Objectives in the full specification to 
see where the Social, Cultural and Historical content is 
assessed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Pride and Prejudice

The chosen extract was taken from Chapter 16 when Wickham discusses Darcy with 
Elizabeth.

Part (a) Wickham

Part (b) Elizabeth

Part (c) Strong opinions

The majority of responses were very successful and gained marks in the top bands. 
Comments about Wickham were often assured and perceptive. 

The extract allowed for candidates to show their knowledge of Elizabeth, as they could write 
at length on part (b). 

A popular choice for (c) was when Lady Catherine and Elizabeth first met; however, many 
did not pick up on some of the more subtle evidence of power in her dialogue.

This is a response that gains full marks.
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Part (a) This is a maturely expressed response with a 
range of points about Wickham. The candidate suggests 
Wickham is ‘smug and mysterious’, ‘looking to cause 
trouble’, ‘dislikes Darcy’, has a ‘distaste’ for Darcy, allows 
Elizabeth ‘little time to respond’, is ‘dismissive’ and other 
points. Ideas are supported with relevant evidence. Band 
3, 8 marks.

Part (b) This is a very strong response. The candidate 
focuses both on the question and the language. A wide 
range of linguistic terms have been employed and the 
candidate considers Elizabeth’s strong opinions, her 
‘passionate dislike’ for Darcy, her prejudice and negative 
attitude and other points. Ideas are clearly and maturely 
expressed. Band 5, 12 marks.

Part (c) The candidate selects an extract from Chapter 
56 when Lady Catherine visits Elizabeth. This is a very 
relevant choice and a strong focus on the question is 
maintained. The two women have ‘strong opinions’ 
and the candidate explains how a ‘dispute’ is beginning 
and how they ‘cannot be in agreement’. The candidate 
employs a wide range of linguistic points in the response 
and all points are fully supported with examples from the 
chosen extract. This is above and beyond expectations 
and is an enjoyable read! Band 5, 16 marks. 

SPaG: 3 marks.

Total: 39 marks

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates to refer to 
specific aspects of language 
where required.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Great Expectations

The chosen extract was taken from Chapter 1 when Pip meets 'the man' for the first time.

Part (a) Pip

Part (b) 'the man' (Magwitch)

Part (c) Fear

Some very good responses were seen and a full range of marks were awarded. Most 
candidates selected a range of valid points relating to Pip in the extract and were able to find 
a number of points relating to 'the man' for part (b). For part (c) a variety of extracts were 
selected, such as Pip's fear of being discovered stealing food for the convict or Pip's first visit 
to Satis House and his meeting with Miss Havisham. 

In this exemplar, the candidate gains confidence and is successful, particularly in response 
to part (c) of the question.
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Part (a) A few points are made and supported with evidence from the 
extract. The candidate identifies that Pip is ‘young’ and ‘sensitive’, 
‘moralistic and respectful’ and ‘sensitive’. The point about Pip being 
‘self-assured’ is not as convincing. Band 2, 4 marks.

Part (b) A range of points is made. The candidate identifies a 
language technique to illustrate ‘the man’. The candidate identifies 
that the man is ‘not amiable’, ‘an escaped convict’, ‘inhumane’, 
‘animalistic’, ‘uneducated’ and is ‘not caring and is very brazen’. The 
short PEE paragraphs provide a range of ideas and understanding of 
'the man' is assured. Band 4, 9 marks.

Part (c) The candidate selects an extract from Chapter 53 when 
Pip is threatened by Orlick. There is a wide range of points and 
several language examples are provided. All points are supported 
with relevant evidence and ideas are maturely expressed. There 
are perceptive points, such as the use of ‘tactile imagery’ and Pip’s 
feeling of unease. Band 5, 16 marks.

SPaG: 3 marks.

Total: 32 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates are credited for the development 
of ideas relating to the examples provided.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7

Anita and Me

This question asked candidates to consider the ways in which Mr Kumar is a significant 
character in the novel. There were very few responses to this choice of text but, on the 
whole, responses were successful.

This is an example of a response that just slips into Band 4.
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The candidate considers how Mr Kumar is 'constant', 'caring and 
kind' and goes on to make a range of points. Textual references 
are made to support points and the candidate keeps a focus 
on the question. There is comment about why the family came 
to England and AO4 context is embedded. Some thoughtful 
comment is made about his role in teaching Meena about 
her heritage and the candidate goes on to consider how he is 
'unconventional' and 'accepting of the British culture'. This is a 
sustained response with some assured comments. 

AO1 Band 4, 15 marks.

AO4 Band 4, 10 marks.

SPaG: 5 marks.

Total: 20 marks

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates not to simply retell parts of the story.

Advise candidates to refer to specific examples in the novel 
and refer these back to the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Anita and Me

For this question, candidates were asked to explore the significance of change within the 
novel. A range of ideas were considered, such as how Meena changes throughout the 
novel, the changes in Tollington, the changes in family circumstances and the changes in 
friendships. Most candidates successfully dealt with this question.

This is an example of a response that gains marks firmly in Band 4.
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The candidate begins with a brief plan or outline of possible areas 
to consider and starts to work through these. The candidate 
considers the changes in and around Tollington, changes in 
culture, the 'change of Sam Lowbridge' and Anita and Tracy's 
experiences and their change of circumstances. The candidate 
clearly ran out of time as not all points in the plan are written 
about. The candidate does demonstrate an assured understanding 
of the novel and marks securely in Band 4 are awarded.

AO1 Band 4, 17 marks.

AO4 Band 4, 12 marks.

SPaG: 6 marks.

Total: 35 marks

Examiner Comments

Always support ideas with specific examples from, or 
references to, the novel.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

This question asked candidates to consider the significance of Luo in the novel. Although few 
centres choose this novel to study, the few responses seen are always a pleasure to read. 

One examiner commented "It was an absolute pleasure to read and mark these responses. 
With the odd exception, responses were often in Level 4 and above. Candidates had been 
taught the contextual relevance and wrote perceptively on the characters and how it linked 
with China during this period. Responses were assured, sophisticated and evaluative. I 
was extremely impressed with the standard and quality of these responses across both 
questions."

This is a response that gains full marks.
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The candidate produces a plan and maintains a sharp 
focus on the question throughout the response. A 
wide range of examples support ideas. The response 
is rich in AO4 context to support the AO1 points 
made. The candidate considers Lou's relationship 
with the narrator and their journey together during 
re-education. The candidate continues with further 
points about how Luo educates the Little Chinese 
Seamstress and the people of the village.

AO1 Band 5, 24 marks.

AO4 Band 5, 16 marks.

SPaG: 7 marks.

Total: 47 marks

Examiner Comments

A brief plan or mind map helps 
to keep ideas focused when 
answering the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

The question asked candidates to consider the ways literature is significant in the novel. As 
seen for Question 9, responses were, on the whole, excellent and contained a wide range of 
examples and considered the effects that literature has on the characters.

This is a rare example of a response gaining marks in Band 2.
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The candidate maintains a focus on the question 
and explains how literature is significant in the 
novel. There are comments about 'Four eyes' and 
his 'suitcase full of Western literature' and how the 
boys are 'willing to do almost anything to get hold 
of the books'. Further points are made, although 
the response does become a little narrative. The 
response demonstrates a clear understanding of 
the novel, but the answer is not sustained.

AO1 Band 2, 9 marks.

AO4 Band 2, 6 marks.

SPaG: 7 marks.

Total: 22 marks

Examiner Comments

The development of ideas from the 
examples provided, together with 
some thoughtful engagement, is 
necessary for a response to qualify 
for a mark in the higher bands.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
Heroes

This question focused on the significance of Larry LaSalle in the novel. Marks across the 
full range were awarded. Some examiners reported that most candidates clearly knew and 
understood the text, although at times the responses were not fully developed and fell 
more into 'sound' rather than the higher bands. Typical points included reference to LaSalle 
gaining the Silver Star; his success in Frenchtown and his abuse of Nicole. 

This response gained marks just into Band 4.
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.
The candidate maintains a sharp focus on the character of Larry 
LaSalle and why he is significant in the novel. The response is 
nicely structured, as it begins with how LaSalle is ‘described as 
a movie star’ and concludes with his ‘movie star façade’. The 
candidate follows events in the novel where LaSalle features 
and AO4 content is embedded or illustrated through the actions 
of the characters. This is a sustained response that is beginning 
to demonstrate an assured understanding of the character. 
Some ideas could have been developed a little more. 

AO1 Level 4, 15 marks.

AO4 Level 4, 10 marks. 

SPaG: 6 marks.

Total: 31 marks

Examiner Comments

AO4: The social, cultural and historical context should 
be integrated into the response and not left as 'stand-
alone' or 'bolt on' comments. This is most often 
assessed through the candidate providing relevant 
examples of character and themes within the novel.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
Heroes

This question asked candidates to explore the theme of secrets in the novel. Again, marks 
across the full range were awarded. Some focused solely on Francis' secret identity whilst 
others delved deeper into other secrets, such as: Francis falsifying his date of birth in order 
to get into the army; LaSalle's secret past and his attack on Nicole; how veterans struggled 
with the secret horrors of war and Nicole keeping the rape a secret. 

The following example is a top Band 3 response for AO1, but is unusual as it was awarded a 
mark into Band 4 for AO4.
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Stronger responses will end 
with a short conclusion that 
explicitly answers the question.

Examiner Tip
The candidate begins with a plan to structure ideas. The first 
point relates to Francis’ secret identity, but the point about 
his ‘desire to be viewed as a hero’ is the antithesis of what 
he actually wants. The candidate goes on to consider Francis’ 
mission and the ‘guilt and morality’ surrounding his plan to 
murder LaSalle but being able to ‘relieve himself of secrets’ 
when he goes to church. There is a fair amount of AO4 
content, but this leads into points about Arthur Rivier and 
the ‘façade war veterans presented’ and the secrets of war 
experiences the veterans had to come to terms with. There 
is a point about the falsification of true ages in order to enlist 
and the response concludes with a consideration of how the 
Wreck Centre is a setting for secrets to take place. There is a 
fair amount of contextual comment so rather than matching 
across bands this was awarded Band 4 for AO4. 

AO1 Band 3, 14 marks.

AO4 Band 4, 10 marks.

SPaG: 7 marks.

Total: 31 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 13
Of Mice and Men

Of Mice and Men remains the most popular option for Section B. There was a good balance 
of responses, with 12829 answering Question 13 (Slim) and 11032 answering Question 14 
(Violence). 

Question 13 asked candidates to consider the significance of Slim in the novel. 

Many candidates responded well to this question. Comments were maturely handled and 
often very focused. Candidates were able to explore the significance of Slim in great detail; 
noting that he was often elevated to a ‘God-like person’. A good range of interesting points 
were made and were well explained. However, a few responses lacked specific examples 
from throughout the novel. 

Some examiners' comments follow:

"Slim was a good choice for many, as there were lots of quotes provided, and many quirky 
answers, including one where Slim could have been the representation of homosexuality in 
the 1930s."

"Many had religious connotations, referring to Slim as ‘the God of the ranch’."

"Again, as always, there were many candidates who needed to show the historical context, 
anywhere they could, often writing it in stand-alone paragraphs, at any point within their 
answers."

"Many answers failed to pick up on Slim's relationships with the characters of Candy, 
Curley’s wife and also Crooks. A few of the higher ability candidates were able to show him 
as Steinbeck’s ideal man."

"Questions 13 and 14 were completed well with a clear insight into the themes and ideas 
outlined by the questions. Candidates used the text well to support and structure answers 
cohesively for the most part."

"Of Mice and Men was obviously the most popular but also the novel which stimulated the 
best responses in my opinion."

"Questions 13 and 14. Of Mice and Men. Hugely the most popular novel, though a number 
of candidates ascribed its authorship to Orwell (just as some also credited Steinbeck with 
writing Animal Farm). Again the character option was the more popular choice, though 
the discussion of Slim’s significance sometimes gave way to excessive quotation of the 
initial description of ‘Prince of the ranch’ etc. Better responses focused on the significance 
of his interaction with the other characters. The violence option generally focused better 
on significant episodes throughout the novella and often related the theme of violence 
effectively to the social context of the Great Depression, etc."

Included here are three exemplars of responses.

For this first response, a borderline example Band 1/2 is provided.
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This is a very short response exploring the 
character of Slim ‘whom everyone likes’. 
Few points are made, but brief examples are 
provided to show how Slim is ‘respected’. 
More examples of what Slim says and does 
throughout the novel are required.

AO1 Band 2, 6 marks, matched across…

AO4 Band 2, 4 marks. 

SPaG: 5 marks.

Total: 15 marks

Examiner Comments

Close reference to specific areas 
of the novel is required in order to 
qualify for higher marks.

Examiner Tip



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 77

This second example is a response that gained marks at the top of Band 2.
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This is a sound response. A range of points are made 
and episodes where Slim features in the novel are 
considered. The candidate identifies that Slim is 
‘humble’, ‘highly regarded’, ‘helps to break-up the 
fight’ – and so he must be ‘strong’, ‘comforting and 
considerate’ and ‘listens to George’. The response is not 
sustained and more specific details could be included. 

AO1 Level 2, 9 marks, matched across…

AO4 Level 2, 6 marks.

SPaG: 5 marks.

Total: 20 marks

Examiner Comments

Short, selective quotations are far 
more effective than longer ones.

Examiner Tip
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This final response is a full mark exemplar.
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The candidate considers that Slim is the ‘idealistic 1930s 
American man’ and goes on to explore a wide range of points, 
such as Slim’s ‘deserved’ authority, a decision-maker, not 
being a ‘minority’ and many more ideas. There are some very 
perceptive ideas, such as Slim ‘smoothed out his crushed hat’ 
and how this could be considered foreshadowing, as he later 
‘smooths’ problems on the ranch. Another perceptive point is 
that he is a good judge of character, which is supported with 
the point about Slim looking ‘through George and beyond him’. 
Another perceptive point is how Slim can control his life, just 
like he can control the mules. Some points are repeated (such 
as ‘authority’ and ‘decision-maker’), but this is a very strong 
response.

AO1 Level 5, 24 marks, matched across…

AO4 Level 5, 16 marks. 

SPaG: 7 marks.

Total: 47 marks

Examiner Comments

The development of ideas from the examples 
provided, together with some thoughtful 
engagement, is necessary for a response to 
qualify for a mark in the higher bands.

Examiner Tip
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Question 14
Of Mice and Men

For this question, candidates were asked to explore the significance of violence in the novel.

This was another question where performance was mostly very successful. A good range of 
interesting points were made and adequately explored. Most of the candidates were able to 
highlight a number of characters who were violent or victims of violence and relate this to 
the social, cultural and historical context of the novel. Some candidates simply focused on 
the fight between Curley and Lennie, but more able candidates considered a wider range of 
examples, some even including the violence in nature and making reference to the heron 
killing the water snake at the end of the novel and then linking violence to the survival of 
the fittest.

Comments received from examiners include:

"This was a mixed bag, as many took a simplistic approach to this and concentrated on one 
or two events, rather than the novel as a whole. Some were just based on the character of 
Curley, whilst others managed to discuss the death of Curley’s wife and Candy’s dog." 

"Apparently, the first sign of violence was the shooting of Candy’s dog for several 
candidates. Higher marks were gained by candidates who tracked violence through the novel 
as a whole, but many did not." 

"The historical context was again, ‘dumped’ wherever they could fit it, and often was 
repetitive. Men were violent because they were itinerant workers. And each ranch was a 
hotbed of raging tempers." 

Three exemplars are provided for this question.

This first response is very brief. The candidate would have benefited from being entered for 
the Foundation Tier, as the bullets in the question could have provided the candidate with 
some ideas.
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This second exemplar is a Band 3 response.

This is a very brief response. The introduction is greatly 
generalised and is inaccurate, violence was not due to the 
Great Depression. Two very brief references to episodes 
where violence occurs in the novel are made, but this is 
a weak response at Higher Tier. Much more detail and 
examples are required. 

In order for marks to be recorded, and as SPaG marks are 
applied, a mark of 1+1 for AO1 and AO4 were awarded. 

SPaG: 4 marks.

Total: 6 marks 

Examiner Comments

Referencing is credited like a quotation - the ideal 
response would have a mixture of both. Examples can 
be paraphrased or direct quotations.

Examiner Tip
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This final example for Question 14 is a full mark response.

The candidate provides a range of examples 
where violence occurs in the novel, such as the 
shooting of Candy’s dog, the fight, the death of 
Curley’s wife and George shooting Lennie at the 
end of the novel. Each point is developed and 
some thoughtful comments are made. 

AO1 Level 3, 14 marks, matched across…

AO4 Level 3, 9 marks.

SPaG: 5 marks.

Total: 28 marks

Examiner Comments

Clarity: It is important to remember that 
points need to be clearly expressed - a 
candidate must not assume that 'the 
examiner knows what I mean'.

Examiner Tip
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This is a detailed response with a range of interesting ideas. 
The candidate explores a number of characters who are violent 
and supports points with relevant textual references. There 
are examples of language analysis and contextual points 
throughout the response. The candidate begins with Lennie 
and how he does not realise how violent he can be. In this 
part of the essay, consideration about Curley’s wife’s death 
and Lennie’s desperate situation are discussed. The candidate 
moves on to explore Curley and how he is a boxer and entered 
the ‘Golden Glove’ competition and can be ‘pretty handy’. There 
is a section about the fight and another about Crooks. Another 
section explores Curley and his wife’s relationship, although the 
reference to ‘Get back to the house’ is from the film version – in 
the novel, we only see Curley looking for his wife. Fortunately, 
there are enough other points so that full marks can still be 
awarded. There is an interesting paragraph about the different, 
contrasting types of violence and how Curley threatens to shoot 
Lennie ‘in the guts’ towards the end of the novel.

There is so much in the response. 

AO1 Level 5, 24 marks, matched across…

AO4 Level 5, 16 marks.

SPaG: 7 marks – despite some inconsistent use of capitals.

Total: 47 marks

Examiner Comments

Be careful! If film versions are shown when studying a 
novel, do be aware that some details are changed or 
'enhanced' for cinematic effect. Marks are awarded on 
the study of the printed set text.

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
Rani and Sukh

This question asked candidates to consider the ways Resham Bains is a significant character 
in the novel.

One examiner commented: "Very few responses were seen although those I did mark were 
generally sustained responses. Candidates knew the texts and were well-versed on the 
contextual significance of the text. Candidates seemed to engage with the “secrets” question 
more than the question on Resham."

A full mark response is included here.
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The candidate makes some perceptive comments in this 
response. There is comprehensive coverage of the novel and 
both language and AO4 points are embedded. Points include 
how Resham Bains is 'westernised' and how this is evidenced 
through his attitude towards women, particularly Parvy. An 
interesting point is made about Sukh's mother having 'a say', 
which then leads onto his attitude towards Rani and Sukh's 
relationship. Some consideration is given to the Moranwali 
section of the novel and how this shows his more traditional 
past and how he reacted to Billah's and Kulwant's relationship. 
More points are made and overall the response is perceptive.

AO1 band 5, 24 marks.

AO4 Band 5, 16 marks.

SPaG: 7 marks.

Total: 47 marks

Examiner Comments

Keep a sharp focus on the question. 
Whether it is a character or thematic 
question, candidates should refer to key 
areas of the full text where the character 
or theme features. For each example, the 
candidate should explain how and why 
the character or theme is important.

Examiner Tip
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Question 16
Rani and Sukh

This question asked candidates to consider the significance of secrets in the novel. 

Most candidates provided sustained or assured responses to this question. Points often 
considered Rani and Sukh's secret relationship and their secret meetings, the events in 
Moranwali and both Kulwant's and Rani's pregnancies.

This is an example of a response gaining marks at the top of Band 2.
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The candidate considers Rani's pregnancy and includes some 
AO4 contextual comment. There is comment about Billah and 
Kulwant's relationship but the response is not sustained. More 
examples could have been included in the response.

AO1 Band 2, 9 marks.

AO4 Band 2, 6 marks.

SPaG: 5 marks.

Total: 20 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 17
Riding the Black Cockatoo

This question focused on the character of John's father. The responses that were seen for 
this question were mostly marked in the top two bands. The understanding of both character 
and context demonstrated a sympathetic and assured understanding of the text. 

As mentioned in the introduction to this report, entries have continued to decline. Indeed, 
most were responses to Of Mice and Men and the wrong box had been ticked. 

One examiner commented: "I only marked 2 or 3 responses on this text. Candidates were 
knowledgeable on the text and its contextual significance. Candidates had clearly engaged 
with the historical significance of the text."

The following is an example of a Band 3 response.
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The significance or importance 
of a character can be explored 
through the themes, chapters 
or key events.

Examiner Tip
This is a sustained response. The candidate uses a plan to gather 
ideas and then commences by discussing John's father's 'mental' 
journey and how his views change. There is an understanding 
of the father's initial lack of respect for 'Mary' and his initial lack 
of interest about the repatriation of the skull. The candidate 
comments that John's father becomes 'enlightened' as the 
repatriation ceremony takes place. More specific examples and 
development would have benefited this response further.

AO1 Band 3, 12 marks.

AO4 Band 3, 8 marks.

SPaG: 7 marks.

Total: 27 marks 

Examiner Comments
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Question 18
Riding the Black Cockatoo

This question asked candidates to consider the significance of reconciliation in the text. 
Although there were very few responses to this question, the candidates who did attempt 
this were very successful. 

The following is an example of a Band 4 response.
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A brief plan or mind map helps to keep ideas 
focused on answering the question.

Examiner Tip

The candidate gathers ideas with a mind map. Ideas are 
maturely expressed and a focus on the question is maintained. 
The candidate explains how lives are changed through 'the 
repatriation of the skull' and that 'Reconciliation is the act of 
trying to put something wrong right'. Comments also include 
points about the journeys taken by the indigenous community 
of Australia and John's journey of repatriation. There is some 
assured understanding demonstrated with the comments 
about how reconciliation is a way for the white Australians to 
'apologise' for their historical errors and their lack of respect. 
This is clearly demonstrating an assured knowledge of the text.

AO1 Band 4, 16 marks.

AO4 band 4, 12 marks.

SPaG: 6 marks

Total: 34 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 19
To Kill a Mockingbird

This question asked candidates to consider in what ways Calpurnia is a significant character 
in the novel.

Responses to both questions were often very successful. Calpurnia was viewed in relation 
to the Finch family, her own family and the wider community – and what this represented 
about society as a whole. Through the exploration of the character, candidates successfully 
considered several themes of the novel. Some responses on education were more limited 
to school and did not fully explore the education of Scout and Jem from their family or from 
incidents their family had to deal with.

Some positive feedback was received for this question. Comments received from examiners 
include:

"It allowed the more able candidates to really show what they knew, whilst the less able 
ones could fit their knowledge of the book into something relating to Calpurnia. Many tended 
to miss the link between the blacks and the whites as an important role for her. There were 
some wonderful full mark responses, but less than usual." 

"Candidates tended to narrate the role of Calpurnia rather than explore her significance. 
Some strong responses however looked at her as a construct and how she was a construct 
of education, how she exposed the wrong doings of Maycomb and how she served as a 
comparison to the 'white trash'." 

This example is a Band 3 response.
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Please check our website for new resources!

Examiner Tip

The candidate considers how Calpurnia is significant, espe-
cially during a time of segregation, to be like a mother-figure to 
Scout and Jem. There is a point made about Calpurnia providing 
another perspective to the story and is Harper Lee’s voice for 
black Americans. An example of when Burris comes home for 
dinner is used to show how Calpurnia teaches the children right 
and wrong and to be grateful for what they have. This is a sus-
tained response, although many more points could have been 
considered, such as when Calpurnia takes the children to church 
with her.
AO1 Level 3, 11 marks, matched across…

AO4 Level 3, 8 marks.

SPaG: 5 marks.

Total: 24 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 20
To Kill a Mockingbird

This question asked candidates to explore the significance of education in the novel. A 
full range of marks were awarded and several candidates gained full marks. Candidates 
considered Scout's experiences at school, Scout's education at home and what Calpurnia 
taught her, how Atticus taught his children morals and what the children learned about life in 
Maycomb and the social injustices. 

One examiner commented: "The question invited lots of discussion of context; more 
successful responses rooted context in characterisation or events, exploring the 
metaphorical, physical and moral education discussed and looking at the novel as a whole."

The following is an example of a long response where we would normally expect to see a 
high mark awarded; however, as you read this response highlight or note the relevant points 
in relation to the question - Education.
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Maintain a sharp focus on the question.

Focus on key words in the question and 
avoid re-telling the story.

Examiner Tip

After what seems like a very long introduction, the candidate 
works through some examples in the novel which are linked 
to the question. The first area explored in some detail relates 
to when Scout and Jem are taken to church by Calpurnia 
and the children learn about inequality and racism. The next 
section explores Scout’s experiences at school and getting into 
trouble with Miss Stephanie. There is some coverage of Tom 
Robinson’s trial and how and what the children learn from it. 
The final section considers how educated Atticus must be to use 
his intelligence to prove Tom’s innocence. Some areas of the 
essay are rather narrative in approach. There are specific AO4 
contextual points and others are illustrated through the events 
within the novel and its characters. Although the candidate 
has an assured knowledge of the novel, the response to the 
question is sustained.

AO1 Band 3, 12 marks.

AO4 Band 3, 8 marks.

SPaG: 7 marks.

Total: 27 marks

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
From the examples provided, it is evident that a full range of marks has been awarded and 
many candidates have gained marks in the top three bands.

Based on their performance on this paper, centres and candidates are offered the following 
advice to consider for the new specification:

•	 Where candidates are provided with an extract, they should provide as many examples 
as possible from it in order to answer the question. Extract-based questions should focus 
solely on the given area of text and demonstrate their knowledge of the text in other 
part(s) of the question.

•	 Remember to select another area of the text when answering other part(s) of the 
question - please see Sample Assessment Materials.

•	 One or two word examples are often much more successful than longer quotations.

•	 Many candidates would benefit from making a short plan before embarking on their 
essay, but should avoid spending too long on it.

•	 Candidates should allow themselves a few minutes to proof read their work to check for 
SPaG.

General:

•	 Please remind candidates to correctly identify the question numbers that they are 
responding to.

•	 Candidates must be reminded to respond to the question in the right part of the answer 
booklet.

Please see our website for latest details of training events and support materials for the new 
and exciting specification for GCSE English Literature (1ET0). 

New, additional materials have been produced to help centres prepare their students for 
the 2017 series. We hope that you find these useful. We very much hope that you choose 
Pearson Edexcel as your provider for English Literature.

Finally, thank you and well done to all centres and candidates.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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