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Introduction
The English Literature Foundation Tier (5ET1F) examination consists of two sections and 
lasts for one hour and forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section. The 
questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they can 
achieve in relation to the detailed study of two texts.

Study of Prose Texts

Section A

One text from the Literary Heritage (the three-part question). There is only one question 
per text and candidates must answer all three parts of the question. The maximum marks 
for each section of the question are: part (a) 8 marks; part (b) 12 marks and part (c) 16 
marks. In addition, a mark of up to 3 is awarded for spelling, punctuation and grammar. The 
section carries a total of 39 marks.

Section B

One text from Different Cultures (essay). Candidates provide a response to one of two 
questions. Three bullet points are included in the question and candidates must address 
each of them. Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 24 marks and Assessment 
Objective 4 carries a maximum of 16 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 7 is awarded for 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. The section carries a total of 47 marks.

General comments

A full range of marks was awarded and most candidates were able to demonstrate their 
knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the texts they had studied. In many cases, 
candidates demonstrated enthusiasm and engagement in their responses. Marks are 
awarded in relation to key areas of the mark bands and whether a candidate demonstrates 
a generally sound, sound, sustained and thorough, pertinent and assured, or convincing and 
perceptive understanding.

Section A comments

Animal Farm remains the most popular option for Section A. The second most popular choice 
was Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, closely followed by The Hound of the Baskervilles. Very few 
centres studied Felicia’s Journey, Pride and Prejudice or Great Expectations.

Some candidates are still not labelling their answers correctly – which often makes it difficult 
to distinguish which part of the question they are responding too. Some candidates seemed 
to merge the parts of the question and provided one long essay.

On the whole, there was evidence of improved time management and a sharper focus on 
each part of the questions. Candidates did particularly well with the new-style Section 
A, three-part questions (particularly evident in Animal Farm responses) with a number 
receiving full marks. The majority of candidates are now keeping their answer focused on 
the extract for parts (a) and (b) and not discussing other parts of the text. Some candidates 
are still including some social and historical context (such as the Russian Revolution, Stalin 
and Trotsky for Question 1) in their responses, which is not assessed in Section A of the 
paper. Most candidates did as was asked and chose a specific extract to discuss for part (c) 
rather than referring to the whole text (which has been a problem in the past), which has 
ultimately encouraged them to discuss one area in more detail. In some responses, rather 
than selecting another part of the text in order to answer part (c), candidates referred to the 
given extract, this was particularly evident on this Foundation Tier paper. 

Some candidates forgot to indicate which question they were answering or they put a cross 
in the wrong question number box. Centres are urged to remind candidates to check this. 
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Section B comments

Successful responses were those that had developed some ideas, showed a sound 
understanding of the novel and kept a sharp focus on the question. Of Mice and Men 
remains the most popular option.

In Section B responses, candidates are now integrating the social, cultural and historical 
context of the novel with specific examples from the text, rather than adding them as an 
after-thought or stand-alone points. AO4 is best approached through providing specific 
examples of characters, events and themes within the novel rather than being treated 
separately by providing background information that is unrelated or often irrelevant to the 
question.

Fewer candidates are writing their Section B response in the Section A answer space. 
Centres are thanked for reminding candidates to respond in the correct area of the answer 
booklet and are asked to continue doing so. Candidates' understanding of the rubrics of the 
examination continues to improve. 

Centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and the delivery of the 
specification.
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SECTION A: LITERARY HERITAGE

Question 1
Animal Farm

As expected, there was a great range of answers for Question 1 – some candidates were 
determined to mention the Russian Revolution, although not totally appropriate to the 
question and, of course, AO4 is not assessed in this section of the paper. Candidates who 
achieved high marks for this question allocated time and wrote sufficiently to answer the 
three parts of the question. Many candidates did best answering part (a) and those who did 
well wrote at least three clear points about Snowball with reference to the text. Candidates 
who did well on part (b) commented on a range of quotes and examples about the language 
used to describe the battle. In many cases candidates made a good start, but were 
limited by writing too few points. For part (c) successful candidates demonstrated a good 
understanding of leadership in other parts of the novel, linking in description of characters 
and events as a way of supporting explanations of leadership. Quite a few responses to 
(c) wrote about leadership in the extract, rather than another part of the book – they 
had obviously read the first part of the question when it says: 'In the extract, Snowball is 
presented as a leader', but not gone on to read the following sentence. The beginning of the 
book and Major’s speech was a very popular choice for this question.

Some examiners’ comments include:

Part (a) Most candidates attempted this question and on the whole it was generally 
answered well. However, a lot of time was wasted in some cases on unnecessary information 
or writing three pages. Another common mistake was that some answers listed responses 
that were taken from other sections of the book, but on the whole there were a range of 
sound responses.

Part (b) Many responses were generally sound or sound. In some cases there was clear 
understanding of the term with some scoring maximum marks. Another common practice 
was to choose the relevant quotes but with little understanding of how they suited the 
question; in some cases candidates referred to factors outside the extract.

Part (c) Candidates mostly used relevant textual information to show their understanding 
of leadership in another part of the novel. They mainly wrote about Old Major and Snowball 
with a few attempting, in some cases successfully, a look at Benjamin, Boxer and Napoleon. 
They were also able to discuss different types of leadership.

On the whole most candidates found the questions quite accessible. There was a reduction 
in the number of blank scripts. In some cases, candidates wrote about more than one of the 
extract questions in Section A and ended up not having time to move on to Section B. For 
instance, some candidates answered parts (a) and (b) to questions 1, 2 and 3.
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The first Animal Farm example demonstrates a mostly sound understanding of the novel.
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Part (a) In this response there is a clear focus on the question and three main character 
traits are identified: 'respected', 'ready for battle' and 'very smart' in the first paragraph. 
The candidate develops the response by offering an interpretation with the 'animals listened' 
and 'trusted' Snowball, using PEE. An interesting point is made, linking the ‘military style’ 
with Snowball’s bravery and there is clear referencing to the text with the use of embedded 
quotations on a number of occasions. Further development is seen through mentioning 
'bravery' and reference to Snowball’s intelligence shown through his ability to read. The 
candidate has covered a number of points in sufficient detail to be awarded Band 3, 8 marks.

Part (b) The candidate starts well, using PEE. A number of relevant examples are given with 
some explanation referring to a sequencing of events. But there is a lack of development 
as points are not always fully explored. Towards the end of the response clear reference is 
made to the effective choice of words used by Orwell: 'muted', 'pecked viciously' and 'butted' 
though here again the candidate does not develop an explanation as to the effect achieved 
by such descriptive vocabulary. The lack of development has led to the response being 
considered 'generally sound' and hence awarded Band 4, 9 marks.

Part (c) In this response the candidate has chosen a relevant extract to comment on. The 
answer begins well with several PEEs considering the leadership of 'Boxer' and there is focus 
on the question with Boxer 'setting an example'. The answer is a little repetitive in places, 
particularly the latter part of response, even though there is development with reference to 
Boxer’s 'one real ambition left'. Further valid commentary is made with Boxer 'promoting 
hard work and the animal ideals'. Overall, the response does show a sound understanding of 
leadership demonstrated elsewhere in the novel. Band 5, 14 marks.

SPG for part (c) is Level 3 with 3 marks. There is accurate use of capital letters, full stops, 
quotation marks and parenthetic brackets.

Total: 34 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should select specific words and phrases 
from the extract and formulate point, evidence, 
explain answers for each example provided.

Examiner Tip
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This second example demonstrates some understanding for parts (a) and (b), but there is a 
basic response for part (c).
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Part (a) Although there are no direct quotations used after the first point 'good, 
strong leader…has control of the animals', the candidate does refer to the extract. 
The response tends to be a little repetitive in places and the second point is 
rather vague, lacking focus. There are no specific quotations, but reasonable 
reference to the extract is made in places, such as 'everyone listens to him', 
'Snowball has courage' and is 'a powerful animal'. The comment suggesting 
Snowball has 'respect' for the other animals would benefit from more detailed 
exploration. Overall this response demonstrates a generally sound understanding 
and hence was awarded Band 2, 5 marks.

Part (b) The candidate includes two direct quotations 'pecked viciously' and 
'suddenly emerged'. There is some attempt at linking these ideas to imagery. 
Even though there are ‘some’ relevant points, as these are a little vague and 
require closer analysis the candidate has been awarded Band 3, 6 marks.

Part (c) This very brief response includes a basic point and the candidate has 
selected a relevant passage which is rewardable. However, due to its brevity and 
lack of development the response can only be awarded Band 1, 2 marks.

SPG for part (c) is 'just' into low Level 2 with 2 marks. There is reasonably sound 
spelling but a lack of punctuation.

Total: 15 marks

Examiner Comments

For part (c) of the question, candidates should choose an 
extract similar in length to the one provided and select 
specific words and phrases in order to explore the theme.

Examiner Tip
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This third example is a response that demonstrates a generally sound understanding of the 
novel.
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Part (a) Although the response is rather narrative in approach there are some tangential ideas that 
can be rewarded. Even though not much evidence has been included in the response, there are 
some relevant examples, such as 'bossy'. There is some evaluation where the candidate suggests 
the other animals do not mind Snowball giving orders as they do as he says 'straight away'. 
However, the response does tend to veer out of extract at times and as such this material cannot 
be considered. There is sufficient relevant rewardable material to allow for Band 2, 5 marks. 

Part (b) This language response is generally sound and is stronger than the part (a) character 
response. The candidate makes reference to key words and phrases 'dashed' and 'raised his gun 
and fired' and the candidate also shows awareness of audience and effect, referencing 'the pellets 
scored bloody streaks along Snowball’s back', suggesting the reader would feel 'sorry' for the 
animals. There is use of some point, evidence, explain. Band 4, 10 marks.

Part (c) Although this is a lengthy response the opening preamble does not directly address the 
question and then is followed by quotations that are unnecessarily long. This has resulted in little 
linguistic analysis and, as such, shows insufficient depth of analysis and exploration. The candidate 
takes a while to focus on the question and there is quite a lot of ‘padding’. Even so, some generally 
sound points have been made and the candidate has managed to cover the position of Mr Jones 
in some measure mentioning both 'power' and 'leadership', though not considering the subtle 
difference between both. The candidate also distinguishes between Mr Jones as 'the leader of the 
whole farm', whereas Snowball is just 'leader of the animals' which is insightful, but unfortunately 
the idea is not explored further. Band 4, 11 marks.

SPG for part (c) Level 2, 2 marks.

Total: 28 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should avoid using very long quotations.

Examiner Tip
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This final example is very brief and basic.

Part (a) The candidate considers that Snowball is violent which is supported by the reference 
'launched'. This is a relevant point, even though not included in the indicative content in the 
mark scheme, and hence has been awarded. Although this is a brief, limited response there 
is a relevant point made and an appropriate example chosen. Band 1, 3 marks.

Part (b) The candidate has scribbled the quotation out and written over the top. A clear point 
considering the use of 'strong' language has been made. Band 1, 1 mark.

Part (c) No response was given so no marks could be awarded.

No marks were awarded for SPG for part (c) because there was no response.

Total: 4 marks

Examiner Comments

A mark for SPG can only be awarded if there is a response to part (c) of the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

This was the second most popular text for Section A of the paper.

Part (a) Nearly all candidates attempted this question and, on the whole, it was answered 
well with most candidates referring to the extract to support their comments. In some cases 
candidates demonstrated little understanding of what ‘pace’ meant or what it revealed.

Successful candidates picked up on characteristics of Poole, such as his anxiety and loyalty 
to Jekyll.

Part (b) Candidates mostly used relevant textual information to show their understanding 
of how the setting is used to show mystery. The responses in most cases were sound or 
generally sound. Candidates seemed to have been able to write more effectively about the 
setting than some were able to write about how language was used to describe the battle 
in Animal Farm. Successful candidates commented on the setting, describing things like the 
moon and the deserted streets.

Part (c) Again, candidates chose from a range of examples with many commenting on 
the ‘incident at the window’ or ‘the story of the door’. Some were able to select relevant 
examples but not able to say how it showed suspicion.

Others wrote about fear and picked an extract to describe how characters feel this, such 
as Jekyll’s transformation. Less successful responses were more limited in their scope and 
description of language and characters.

In this first example, a mostly sound understanding of the novel has been demonstrated.
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Part (a) The candidate has produced three solid Point/Evidence/Explain paragraphs. A 
range of points are covered and evidenced with relevant quotations. 

The candidate considers that Poole is anxious, nervous, loyal and caring and there is 
a close focus that shows the question has been at the forefront of their minds. It is 
difficult to see what more the candidate could have done and so this piece is definitely 
'sound' and hits the top of the band. Band 3, 8 marks.

Part (b) The candidate again makes good use of the Point/Evidence/Explain technique. 
The inclusion of some embedded quotations helps the piece flow well and the candidate 
provides some close analysis of specific words and this leads to the development of 
ideas, for example around the 'full moon' in the second paragraph.

Overall there are three main points which are nicely developed and with the exploration 
of the 'personified' trees in the final paragraphs this piece again hits the criteria for 
'sound' and is awarded the top of Band 5. Band 5, 12 marks.

Part (c) This is an apt choice of ‘one other’ extract from The Story of the Door. The 
Point/Evidence/Explain technique is used with perhaps a little less success in terms of 
the development of the points. Some relevant examples are included, such as ‘trampled’ 
and 'screaming' but there is some repetition. The candidate had perhaps left themselves 
a little short on time after putting so much effort into parts (a) and (b). That said, this is 
still a generally sound response that just falls short of being 'sound'. Band 4, 13 marks.

SPG for part (c) - there are some spelling errors but the punctuation is often accurate 
and so it sits in Band 2 scoring 2 marks.

Total: 35 marks

Examiner Comments

For part (c) of the question, candidates should choose an 
extract similar in length to the one provided and select 
specific words and phrases in order to explore the theme.

Examiner Tip
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This example demonstrates 'some' understanding of the novel.
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Part (a) Initially this response may appear basic and is therefore a good indicator of the need 
for an examiner to read carefully before considering a band. Once dissected it can be seen 
that this response is more than basic.

There is some re-cap of who is who at the start but this is followed by the one relevant 
quotation the response contains. The candidate has attempted some evaluation and so 
taking this into account there is enough to move this response into Band 2 'some'. However, 
there is insufficient development for marks to move to the top of the band. Band 2, 4 marks.

Part (b) The candidate begins by writing 'with words such as...' and then a relevant but 
overlong quotation follows. The reader is left with a feeling of disappointment as there is a 
lack of close analysis of the evidence given; there are several missed opportunities in terms 
of linguistic terms and towards the latter part of the response the candidate drifts from the 
setting and becomes a little lost. However, there is ‘some’ here and after careful unpicking of 
the response, enough to secure the top of Band 3 and 7 marks.

Part (c) The candidate has used the Point/Evidence/Explain technique here. The opening to 
the response is a little repetitive but once the candidate settles to their writing there are 
‘some’ relevant points and the candidate has included one relevant quotation. Again, there is 
insufficient development for the piece to move more securely into Band 3 but there is enough 
for it to move beyond limited. Band 3, 7 marks.

SPG part (c) - whilst it can be seen that there is inaccurate spelling in this response, on the 
positive side there is (despite the random appearance of several apostrophes) some accurate 
punctuation and so this piece falls just into Band 2 and is awarded 2 marks.

Total: 20 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates will qualify for marks in a higher band, if they penetrate the extract for as 
many one or two word examples as possible and avoid using longer quotations.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
The Hound of the Baskervilles

On the whole, answers in response to this question were successful. Responses to part 
(a) described Sir Henry’s ‘weather-beaten’ look and some of the clothes and colours he 
wore. Successful responses to part (b) described mystery and explained how the language 
contributed to this, including aspects such as the letter. Successful responses to part (c) 
provided developed explanations of mystery. Popular choices were the mystery of the 
walking stick and the man on the tor.

The first response provides an example of a mostly limited response. The candidate has not 
included enough examples in the answers.
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Part (a) This response is rather generalised and there is only one relevant point that has 
actually been made. There is the suggestion that Sir Henry is ‘threatened’, ‘kind’ and 
‘joking’ but no real evidence or analysis to back this up. This is a 'basic' response that sits 
at the top of Band 1 and was awarded 3 marks.

Part (b) The candidate makes two very general points with limited use of evidence and no 
real attempt at developing the response. 

The first point lacks any real analysis and there is a limited analysis offered with the ideas 
about the 'moor'. This lifts the piece just out of basic and into Band 2 with 3 marks.

Part (c) The response is a little confusing on first reading. However, a relevant section 
has been identified (the walking stick left in Holmes’s office). There is evidence of limited 
explanation but the candidate appears to have confused 'Dr Mortimer' and 'Mr Stapleton'. 
Overall this response lacks any development and careful unpicking has to be done to lift it 
out of 'basic' and into 'limited'. Band 2, 4 marks.

SPG for part (c) - the candidate correctly spells 'devious' and 'foreshadowing' (although 
'pieces' becomes 'peices') and although there is limited punctuation, there are no major 
errors and so Band 2 is appropriate and 2 marks are awarded.

Total: 12 marks

Examiner Comments

It is always helpful to guide the examiner to the extract selected 
for part (c), but this should only be brief, as exemplified here.

Examiner Tip
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This second example is mostly a 'generally sound' response.
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Part (a) The candidate makes some relevant points relating to the character of Sir Henry 
and there is some use of relevant textual reference (this is paraphrased rather than 
directly quoted). The response becomes a little repetitive in the final paragraph, instead 
of this repetition a closer analysis of the extract would have benefited the response and 
helped it move to Band 3. As it is, it sits comfortably at the top of Band 2 with 5 marks.

Part (b) The candidate includes some valid points which focus on ‘mystery’ and there 
is a sense that they are really trying to engage with the language through the focus on 
the importance of the verbs. However, there is little development and the ideas are not 
always clearly conveyed and instead, as in the second and final paragraph, they are 
repeated. The lack of examples and close analysis hinders progress. However, taken as 
a whole a 'generally sound' understanding is demonstrated. Band 4, 9 marks.

Part (c) The candidate identifies a relevant ‘other’ section of the text - when Sir Henry’s 
boot goes missing. There is some general and vague comment on ‘mystery’ and Sir 
Henry 'wondering' without enough close analysis of the chosen extract. In the third 
paragraph the candidate returns to the named extract and so loses focus. There is 
limited evaluation and so this piece is restricted to Band 2 with 6 marks.

SPG for part (c) - spelling and punctuation are generally accurate and controlled so 2 
marks are awarded.

Total: 22 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should select specific words and phrases 
from the extract and formulate point, evidence, 
explain answers for each example provided.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
Felicia's Journey 

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.

Question 5
Pride and Prejudice

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.

Question 6
Great Expectations

Candidates who produced successful answers to part (a) commented on Mrs Joe’s feared 
appearance and manner, as well as some of her physical characteristics such as her 
‘black eyes’. Successful responses to part (b) explained Pip and Joe’s relationship in 
depth, including things they shared. One aspect was how they were both treated badly. 
Explanations of cruel treatment were given for part (c) with reference to the key parts of the 
text, with Estella’s cruel treatment towards Pip a popular option. Less successful responses 
did not cover the range and detail of more successful responses.

SECTION B: DIFFERENT CULTURES AND TRADITIONS 

Question 7
Anita and Me - Meena's upbringing

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.

Question 8
Anita and Me - Friendships

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.

Question 9
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress - The Narrator's friendships

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.

Question 10
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress - 'Re-education'

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.
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Question 11
Heroes – The relationship between Francis and Nicole 

The candidates were given three bullet points to consider:

•	 how Francis and Nicole meet

•	 how their relationship is affected by Larry LaSalle

•	 the effect of the war on their relationship.

Most responses were sound and a range of appropriate evidence was used. Answers were 
usually sustained and pertinent. However, some candidates do need to develop their use of 
embedding quotations and to avoid using overly long ones.
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This example is a borderline Band 4/5 response.
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This is an interesting response. When first read, it looks like it 
would merit full marks; however, the candidate does not respond 
to the 3rd bullet of the question (focusing on the effect of war on 
their relationship). The rubric of the question states that candidates 
must consider each of the bullets. The response does contain 
perceptive contextual comments on religion. This would have been 
awarded full marks on AO1; however, because of the lack of 3rd 
bullet focus, it can only be awarded a mark at the top of Band 4 
for AO1, but it can go to the top of Band 5 for AO4. Do note that 
references to religious context in this novel are as appropriate as 
those on war.

AO1: 19 marks

AO4: 16 marks

SPG: 6 marks

Total: 41 marks

Examiner Comments

For a response to gain a mark in Band 5 for AO1, it 
must contain some reference to the three bullets in 
the question, but these can be implicit or explicit.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
Heroes – Heroism

The candidates were given three bullet points to consider:

•	 why Larry LaSalle is considered a 'hero'

•	 how Francis becomes a 'hero'

•	 Francis's view of 'real heroes' at the end of the novel.

Most responses were sound and a range of appropriate evidence was used. Answers were 
usually sustained and pertinent. However, candidates need to learn how to embed quotes 
and avoid overly long quotations.

For this first example, the candidate has responded to both Questions 11 and 12.
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The candidate has written a small amount on each question – there is a response to 
Questions 11 and 12. In this situation, examiners read through both responses and the 
response with the highest mark is recorded. Examiners do not combine the marks.

Q11 - This is a basic response with very little there and some misinterpretation. 

Q12 - Misinterpretation is also evidenced here. It is a basic response with some 
repetition.

Both responses would gain the same mark.

AO1: Q11 5 marks Q12 5 marks

AO4: Q11 3 marks Q12 3 marks

SPG: 4 marks

Total: 12 marks

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates that they should only respond 
to ONE of the Section B questions and they should 
answer each bullet point within the question.

Examiner Tip
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This following response gains full marks for content.
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The candidate provides a plan and tentatively answers all three 
bullets, although not always explicitly, particularly the third bullet; 
however, the candidate does consider a range of points and has 
worked very hard in order to answer the question. A range of 
evidence from the novel has been included in the response.

AO1: 24 marks

AO4: 16 marks

SPG: 6 marks

Total: 46 marks

Examiner Comments

Referencing is credited like a quotation - the ideal 
response would have a mixture of both. Examples 
can be paraphrased or direct quotations.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
Of Mice and Men – Crooks

The candidates were given three bullet points to consider:

•	 what Crooks says and does

•	 why Crooks has his own room

•	 Crooks' interaction with other characters.

Successful candidates explained a range of different points about Crooks and his life, his 
interactions with others and his significance in the novel. Quotes were used as a way of 
helping to explain the character as well as explain what he represents in the novel. Themes 
discussed included racism, isolation, discrimination, as well as how people like Crooks may 
have felt about it. Context included comments on life in America after the Great Depression 
and acceptance of racism at the time. Candidates who were less successful could improve by 
including a greater range of points and quotes, and by developing explanations further.

This first example is a Band 3 response, as there is 'some' understanding of the character 
demonstrated.
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The candidate explores the character of Crooks, but some points are 
not based on evidence from the novel (such as ‘tying hands behind 
back’, ‘not much of his stuff’). There are a few inaccuracies therefore 
it is not ‘generally sound’ but ‘some’ explanation is offered.

AO1: 10 marks

AO4: 7 marks

SPG: 4 marks

Total: 21 marks

Examiner Comments

Evidence should be based on information from the 
novel. If candidates have access to film versions, 
they must be made aware of any differences.

Examiner Tip
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The following is an example of a response that received full marks.
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This response covers a range of points and 
focuses on the question throughout. This is a well-
structured response and the candidate uses PEE. 
This is a good example of a full mark response.

AO1: 24

AO4: 16

SPG: 7

Total: 47 marks

Note: A response does not have to be totally 
accurate to receive full marks for SPG.

Examiner Comments

AO4: the social, cultural and historical 
context should be integrated into the 
response and not added as 'stand-
alone' or 'bolt on' comments.

This is most often assessed through 
the candidate providing relevant 
examples of character and then 
within the novel.

Examiner Tip
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Question 14
Of Mice and Men – Loneliness

The candidates were given three bullet points to consider:

•	 which characters are lonely

•	 why these characters are lonely

•	 how loneliness affects the characters on the ranch.

The theme of loneliness allowed for a great deal of scope for candidates to comment on the 
novel. Many different characters were used in explanations of this theme, such as Crooks, 
Curley’s wife, Lennie, George, etc. Successful candidates commented on characters as 
well as going into depth on why they might be lonely, such as migration of farm workers in 
America at the time.

One examiner commented: ‘Question 13 and 14: candidates were well supported by the 
bullet points which encouraged them to explore the theme in detail. Most candidates 
included a range of relevant quotations to explore. In Question 13 some candidates used the 
strategy of focusing on Chapter 4 but this meant they didn’t explore the character in great 
detail. All candidates explored context although often as generalisations rather than as in-
depth explorations.’
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There are three examples provided for this question. The first is one that gained marks in 
Band 3.
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The candidate confuses the character of Slim with Crooks. Although we know 
the candidate is referring to Crooks, there are inaccuracies. There is some 
reference to Curley’s wife to be credited. Therefore there is ‘some’ – just!

AO1: 10 marks

AO4: 7 marks

SPG: 4 marks

Total: 21 marks

Examiner Comments

Clarity: It is important to remember that points 
need to be clearly expressed - a candidate must not 
assume that 'the examiner knows what I mean'.

Examiner Tip
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The second example is a response gaining marks firmly in Band 4.
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Three characters are referred to. There are three relevant points and no inaccuracies. 
Although somewhat lacking in detail, this provides a good example of a ‘generally sound’ 
response. There is a lack of direct textual reference or examples, with only one quotation.

Note: Evidence does not have to be direct quotations. Evidence can be paraphrased or 
references to specific points in the text.

AO1: 18 marks

AO4: 12 marks

SPG: 5 marks

Total: 35 marks

Examiner Comments

Stronger responses will end with a short conclusion that explicitly answers the question.

Examiner Tip
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Our final example is a response that gains marks just into Band 5. It is an example of a 
borderline response.
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In this response, there are some sweeping generalisations; however, the 
candidate does try to give lots of examples and attempts to cover the theme 
across the novel. This response covers more content than the previous 
example once one unpicks it. Examiners have to do a little work for the 
candidate, but a ‘sound’ understanding is beginning to be demonstrated.

AO1: 20 marks

AO4: 14 marks

SPG: 5 marks

Total: 39 marks

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates:

•	 not to simply retell parts of the story; advise them to refer to specific 
examples in the novel and refer these back to the question

•	 that they need to refer to examples throughout the novel and not to just 
one extract.

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
Rani and Sukh - Sukh's upbringing

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.

Question 16
Rani and Sukh - Family feuds

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.

Question 17
Riding the Black Cockatoo - John's relationships with the Aborigines

There were no responses to this question.

Question 18
Riding the Black Cockatoo - Education

There were no responses to this question.

Question 19
To Kill a Mockingbird - Mrs Dubose

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.

Question 20
To Kill a Mockingbird - Growing up

Please refer to the Higher Tier report for an example response.
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Paper Summary
From the examples provided, it is evident that the full range of marks has been awarded 
and many candidates have gained marks in the top three bands.

Based on their performance on this paper, centres and candidates are offered the following 
advice:

Section A

•	 Candidates should provide as many examples from the given extract for parts (a) and 
(b) of the question as possible.

•	 Remember to select another area of the text when answering part (c) of the question.

•	 Remember that AO4 (the social, cultural and historical context) is NOT assessed in 
Section A.

•	 One or two word examples are often much more successful than longer quotations, 
especially for part (b).

•	 For part (c), candidates should select an area of text approximately the same length as 
the given extract.

•	 For parts (b) and (c), candidates should refer to aspects of language. Although the use 
of linguistic terms is not essential, specific words and phrases (even punctuation, where 
used for effect) should be discussed and their effect on the reader commented upon.

Section B

•	 The social, cultural and historical context should be integrated and illustrated through 
the examples within the text. Often AO4 is naturally illustrated through the actions, 
events, themes and characters of the novel.

•	 Many candidates would benefit from making a short plan before embarking on their 
essay, but should avoid spending too long on it.

•	 Candidates should refer to the whole novel and not just one or two extracts.

•	 Candidates should allow themselves a few minutes to proof read their work to check for 
SPG.

General

•	 Please remind candidates to identify correctly the question numbers that they are 
attempting.

•	 Candidates should also be reminded to respond to the question in the correct part of the 
answer booklet.

Finally, thank you and well done to all centres and candidates.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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