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Introduction

In this series there were considerable numbers of responses where candidates engaged with
the nature of the poetry presented. This was particularly evident with the Unseen Poem,
where examiners for this tier professed themselves pleased with the quality of response.
There were also many sound responses to the Anthology Poems, but preparation of some
candidates was not always sufficiently thorough. However, in comparison, on both the (a)
guestions on the named poem and the (b) questions that looked for links and comparative
points across two poems, some candidates did show evidence of careful preparation. On
the (b) questions, more successful candidates offered sound and clear comparisons,
although some of the less confident struggled to compare poems effectively, often adding a
brief comparative conclusion, after treating each poem in isolation. Making more detailed
and integrated links throughout would have gained more marks as most candidates showed
an understanding of each poem.

Centres might like to consider further helping candidates to find and comment on
similarities and differences between two poems, especially in their handling of thematic
material.

With regards to the unseen poem, candidates could be encouraged to start with an intuitive
approach to the poem and then look for techniques which bear out their opinion, as opposed
to a purely formulaic approach which tended to come across as forced. On the other hand,
candidates who wrote entirely empathic responses without commenting on techniques
tended to have difficulty hitting the criteria in the mark bands.

Overall, the responses had many sound features, demonstrating the candidates' enjoyment
and engagement with the study of poetry.
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Question 1
The Unseen Poem

The poem selected for 5ET2F was Shopping Trolley by Brian Moses, an amusing poem

with an underlying theme of how a child's imagination works even in the most mundane

of circumstances. The poem discriminated well across the ability range and stimulated a
wide range of responses which demonstrated, at the very least, some grasp of the poet's
subject matter and attitude. Many candidates responded enthusiastically and on a personal
level to Moses and his adventures in a supermarket; generally this strengthened responses.
The more confident responses moved beyond a literal interpretation and understood the
imaginative aspect of the poem. Some candidates explored the ideas of a child's narrative
voice; others explored the global use of figure and metaphor between trolley and car; some
of the most sophisticated comments were on freedom and fantasy, although there were
some who misjudged the tone of the poem to be a morality tale warning against reckless
trolley piloting and bad manners. In some cases tangential discussion of luxury and super
vehicles did lead to some loss of focus. Comments on the writer's craft ranged from simple
identification of techniques to responses which thoroughly discussed the poet's language,
organisational choices and their possible effects on the reader.

Many candidates had been taught to comment on the three bullet points which helped
structure their responses. However, some stuck too rigidly to this approach and this did
lend itself to 'tagged-on' comments about language that did not really explore the context of
the quotations selected.

In a number of candidates' responses, the thoughts and feelings expressed in the poem
became somewhat lost in the emphasis given to poetic devices employed. An excessive
focus on the use of particular parts of speech meant that sometimes candidates failed to
make the connections between these points and the presentation of the poet's ideas. This
was something which differentiated between the successful and the less so responses.

This is a candidate's complete response to the Unseen Poem (Question).
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This response is focused and displays sound The use of a short introduction helps
understanding of the poem, its content and ideas. focus the response on the task in hand.

There is evidence of a personal response with the Also note how the candidate refers
comments on the childlike imagery. Ideas are clearly to the text and employs quotations
communicated and supported by relevant references. which illustrate the points made.

The response was awarded the mark of 20, top of The candidate’s personal response is
band 5. supported by relevant quotations.
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This is a short but complete response to the unseen poem.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

sufficient development for it to be in a higher band.

This is not a literal interpretation. The candidate To reach band 5, the candidate would
has understood the imaginative aspect of the poem. need to ensure that all comments were
Comments are supported by relevant quotations. more developed and fully supported by
However, this is a brief response which lacks quotations from the text.

The response was awarded the mark of 15 - Band 4.
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This is the first part of a candidate's response.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

A personal response is clearly evident, although Note how the candidate uses quotations
this is a rather literal interpretation. There is some from the text to support comments made.
sense of the candidate trying to get to grips with the

language, although this is not developed.
The response was awarded the mark of 11 - band 3.
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Question 2
Relationships

2(a): 04/01/07 by Ian McMillan was the poem chosen for candidates' comments.

Responses generally demonstrated at least some understanding of McMillan's perspective on
relationships within a family. This question produced some sensitive responses to the issue
of losing a parent in adulthood and candidates were able to discuss the grief felt by the poet
and for the need for closure. There were also some sound and relevant comments on the
sense of disconnect in relation to grief that the poem presents. Some candidates speculated
on how losing a parent might feel and moved away from any focused textual references.
Less confident candidates adopted a narrative and sequential approach which paraphrased
content rather than examined thoughts and feelings.

2(b)(i): The named poem was Nettles by Vernon Scannell, by far the most popular

option. The basic relationships and broad emotional tone of the two poems elicited some
satisfactory and some good responses. Many candidates noted that whilst one poem
focused on grief for a lost parent, the other on a father's desire to protect his young

son. The less confident candidates were able to distinguish between the two types of
relationships, whilst for the stronger, the pairing made for a discussion on the differences
between the language and imagery of grief in 04/01/07 and the hard militaristic metaphors
of Nettles. Some candidates noted the concluding ideas about the need to move on in
04/01/07 and about the father's inability to protect his son from hurt.

2(b)(ii): This was a much less popular option. The alternatives offered by candidates

were: One Flesh, Rubbish at Adultery, Valentine and 'Kissing'. All choices made for valid
comparisons from a variety of perspectives. No one poem proved the most popular. Whilst
some candidates tried to focus on the element of 'relationships within a family' others wrote
about romantic love in a rather vague way. A small number of candidates chose a poem
with little relevance for this part of the question (Even Tho for instance) and went on to
explain how the poems had nothing in common. This approach tended not to allow the
candidates to score highly on part (b)(ii).

It was also noted that whilst many candidates had written full and perceptive responses
particularly to 2(a), they did not always seem to understand that they had to compare and
link both poems and hence lost marks because the AO3 criteria had not been met.

This is a candidate's complete response to the set anthology poem 04/01/07, Question 2(a).
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

is rounded off with a short conclusion. The response your grasp of the poem, as the
is structured and there are some well supported candidate has done here.

The candidate has offered an interesting response Remember that an introduction helps to
which engages with the poem. The opening sentence pinpoint ideas and focuses on the task
focuses on the theme of the poem and then proceeds in hand. Aim to round off your answer
to develop this opening statement and the argument with a conclusion that demonstrates

comments. However, there is insufficient depth to
merit the full top mark of 15. The response was
given the mark of 14 - Band 5.
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This is the complete response for Question 2(b)(i), where the second set text was Nettles.
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This is a confident response which fulfils the criteria Note how the candidate immediately
for top band 5. The response is well structured homes in on the links and comparisons
dealing confidently with both poems, integrating ideas between the two poems. Note how the
and comparisons from both poems throughout the poems are not treated in isolation, but
response. The response was awarded the mark of 15 - linked throughout the response.

Band 5.

16 GCSE English Literature 5ET2F 01



This is an entire response consisting of two paragraphs to Question 2(a).

% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A generally sound if not developed attempt to get to
grips with language and the effect on the tone of the
poem. This is a clear response with textual support
which was awarded the mark of 11 - band 4.

Q

& ResultsPlus

For a band 5 response comments such as
those on the use of language (...it then
says using an adjective...) which though

valid, needed further depth of treatment.
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This is a candidate's complete response to Question 2(b)(i), where the set second text was
Nettles.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

The candidate attempts to look at language and

at contrasting effects. There is a clear selection of
examples offered, but not enough for a higher band.
The response was awarded the mark of 13 - band 4.

Make sure you have made sufficient
points about both poems to make
sound links and comparisons.
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This is a candidate's brief response to Question 2(a).
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

Some explanation about how the writer achieves effect
is offered. There is some undeveloped interpretation of
some of the images - like the broken glass. Occasional,
if undeveloped textual references are offered. The
response was awarded the mark of 9 - band 3.

Try not to ‘translate’ textual references.
Rather use them to help develop your

ideas and comments. Try to explain why
you have used this particular reference.
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This is a candidate's brief response to Question 2(b)(ii), using the candidate's choice of
poem for comparison Rubbish at Adultery.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip
The candidate has made an interesting choice of When you opt for a (b)(ii) response,
poem. However, there is not much comparison on you must choose your poem carefully
family relationships, but the idea of the husband’s and make sure you can refer to it in
guilt towards his wife is touched upon. The sufficient detail as well as making links
response was awarded the mark of 9 - band 3. with the first named poem.
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Question 3

3(a): The poem selected for candidates' comment was Belfast Confetti by Ciaran Carson.
This was the most popular choice and hence led to a wide range of responses. Although this
poem is relatively short, it has a strong narrative element. Thus the majority of candidates
were able to recognise and comment on the basic 'storyline' of the conflict the poem relates.
Most were able to pick up the confusion, fear and sense of being trapped felt by the writer.

The poem's systematic use of punctuation-based metaphor encouraged candidates to think
about writers’ techniques more generally which helped a lot of candidates to offer stronger
responses. With reference to language analysis, responses in the lower bands consisted of
generalised comment, whilst more confident candidates selected precise textual evidence to
support interpretation. These included comments on figurative language, on the punctuation
used and how that added to the atmosphere of terror and bewilderment. There were some
thoughtful comments on the irony of the term 'confetti'. The focus at word level on the title
impressed examiners: 'Confetti is usually used at weddings to connect families. However,

in the riots 'confetti' is separating families and breaking them apart because of the violence'
is one of the more notable examples. Some candidates were well informed about the
historical context of the subject matter, whilst others were unsure and referred to the riot as
'some kind of war'.

(b)(i): The set poem for comparison was Wilfred Owen's Exposure which looks at soldiers'
experiences on the Western front during the First World War. This was the option most
candidates chose. As it is a lengthy poem, many candidates commented on selected parts,
perhaps concentrating on one aspect of the poem. Many of the responses in the lower
bands were less secure in their understanding of 'Exposure' and the sense of futility, often
confusing it with boredom as well as working on the premise that the poem was about the
weather. Strong responses were those which, rather than approaching the idea of conflict
in a generic way, made connections between the two poems comparing the emotions, their
shared theme of conflict and the message that it is often the innocent who are caught in the
middle.

(b)(ii): Candidates opting for this question chose to compare the named poem with,
amongst others: August 6, 1945, Our Sharpville. These two examples which dealt with
physical war or conflict proved to be more successful than those which looked at different
types of conflict, for instance Cousin Kate or Your Dad did what? This choice proved
somewhat problematic and many candidates struggled to find links and comparisons,
observing that the poems were completely different.

The response offered is a candidate's complete response on Question 3(a).
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

The candidate has offered a sound explanation about Note how the candidate has started the
the writer’s craft and the overall effect on the tone response with an introduction on the

of the poem. The candidate has got to grips with the writer’s craft and then a brief comment
language and comments are supported by relevant about the content of the poem. This
textual references. The response is focused and well immediately focuses on the task in hand.

structured with an introduction and a conclusion. The
response was awarded the mark of 13 - band 5.
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This is a candidate's response on the second chosen poem in this Collection, Question 3(b)(i).
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

There is some sound comparison looking at Note how the candidate immediately

different moods and contrasting conflicts. The comments on the contrasts and links
candidate is aware of how mood is created between the two poems. This avoids the
in each poem and comments are supported impression that the question is being

by relevant quotations. The response was approached in a rather genera| way.

awarded the mark of 14 - band 5.
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This is a complete, brief response to Question 3(a).
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Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

This is a generally sound response. Some fair
points about the conflict are made, but there

is a tendency to repeat. Comments, though

not developed, are supported adequately. The
response was awarded the mark of 11 - band 4.

Try not to labour a point: make a comment,
develop it and support it with a suitable
quotation and then move on to the next.
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This is a candidate's brief response to Question 3(b)(i), comparing the second named poem
Exposure.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This response is neither developed sufficiently nor Note how, although a number of features
sustained for a higher band. There are references to are spotted and commented upon, there
pathetic fallacy and juxtaposition, but dealing only is no ‘feel’ of a whole text approach with
with one small part of the poem. The response was either poem.

awarded a mark of 11 - band 4.
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This is a complete response to Question 3(a).
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

There is a tendency to narrate ‘what happens next’

us

in this response. Relevant textual references are
used but they are not developed. The response
was awarded the mark of 8 - band 3.

Try not to retell or paraphrase the
poem. Try to use the quotations
to explain why you feel they are

relevant to your comment.
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The candidate has offered Question 3(b)(i) for comparison.
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There is some attempt to evaluate different Try to include a range of links between
ways of expressing the conflicts. The final point the two poems and then look for

is good but overall there is not much in the way differences and comparisons rather

of comparison. Using the ‘best fit" approach, the than using a ‘parallel” approach.
response was awarded the mark of 8 - band 3.
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Question 4

4(a): There were very few responses for this Collection. The set poem was City Blues by
Mike Hayhoe. Some candidates demonstrated a rather limited understanding of the poem
and the message it tries to convey, which was variously described as 'happy' and 'positive’,
although most did describe it as 'depressing'. There was quite a lot of 'feature spotting'
and candidates generally tried to make something of the alternative vocabulary with some
of the imagery being explained rather literally.

(b)(i): The set text for comparison was Cape Town Morning by Ingrid de Kok. This was

the more popular choice. There was generally a fuller understanding of the poem and
candidates engaged with the poet's description of the city at sunrise. Although candidates
made interesting and valid points such as the quiet of the early morning, less confident
candidates missed the bleaker ideas presented about poverty and death; such detail as the
flowers and summer were assumed to indicate beauty and happiness.

(b)(ii): Among those who opted to choose their poem for comparison, there were some
thoughtful comments on City Jungle and Composed upon Westminster Bridge. City Jungle
worked particularly well and provided scope for contrast and language analysis with
reference to the animal imagery. Candidates who chose Composed upon Westminster Bridge
noted the contrasting attitudes to the cityscape.

This is a complete and very brief response incorporating both sections (a) and (b)(ii) within
the one response.
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(@) This is a very basic response with very little explanation
about the writer’s craft. It was awarded the mark of 3 -
band 1.

(b)(ii) Although the choice of text is sound and there is
potential for some meaningful comment, the comparison
is very basic with no textual references. This part of the
response was awarded the mark of 3 - band 1.

+IUS

Examiner Tip

All points should be supported
by short and relevant quotations.
Make sure that the points linking
the two poems are developed,
with sufficient comment on both.
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Question 5

5(a): This question was very much a 'minority' choice. The set poem from this Collection was
The Penelopes of my Homeland by Choman Hardi. Most candidates demonstrated at least
some understanding of the key issues. Very few candidates referred to the Greek myth of
Odysseus and Penelope and how this linked to the poem of the wives waiting in vain for their
husbands. The less confident responses simply retold the story of the waiting wives.

(b)(i): The poem chosen for comparison was Christina Rossetti's Remember. Most
candidates responded positively to this poem and understood the dilemma the persona was
presented with. There were some interesting and thoughtful comments on the differences
between the two poems and most candidates were able to make the link that both poems
were about death with some development of ideas.

(b)(ii): The most popular choice for this question was I Shall Paint my Nails Red by Carole
Satyamurti. This was a sound choice which allowed candidates to respond with good
understanding about the contrasts between the different lives led by women and their areas
of concern.

This is a complete response to Question 5(a).

T._L ........ Poem... e penclores. oe. AEY Yomeland” (s e
foon| 0% Qeengs Ociek |, loge . ondl. Olf?wmﬂwk

Lok C‘.rmrmw*» Hodd Aves  Ahe feades  al \mog& ........ _
Q¥ \odeieﬁs CokJ A\ “C‘j& ARy uJeAf; L. olwcmmj _______

KL, Aﬁﬁ.c]\ e % H*Z:j e Ke ook

L34

“‘\5 ..... 'Q ............ k... POy '(""Lcd..w\uxj OM\(S %ﬂ&f
Nkecacks R\L{;aﬁe&m@g@\ e k\mﬁ%qmq%
Qﬂla{?&'\e\c%mﬁ \‘nt& 23 Meanly Shawaa. . bﬂ
W?demmyw ﬁwr df&m LS. Aﬂu—(} M
O[C'-Jj } ST 0}"&30*?4‘75'” “\5 9%;51%3" ey bete. o
ene e fdajf Hwum dave. v L’Aéfwmnc
____?SLJ m. hx.& __________ /a,jf' Bﬂc{mm M ?w{fma
S}ﬂ; ) [c;rr’j m} (’/\( {f H{ '
s S“jf}“ Lo}f Caen . 111\.{:» f_‘;h Hm’ﬁ
\am} ___________ bean. -Llhna. I:Hej the 6?{9 lf‘ UU»S C’){VE/‘*W?“J
{'LL Jd\fH Sl';a-(»’ olrtw% J s S’ﬁcwh Sau_ o
{mﬁ% }_MJF_ the  penelope hewe -

GCSE English Literature 5ET2F 01 39



MMH\MM;@? o feneloge. ok (were.
So'ctﬂ Ao Never. Gowny. W0 Youta.on. Y
[}A-ﬁc&cma .......... @:}.—%n&& ML@:’( ...... %%hlcaf:t,.:hml-mu
l\fﬂaﬁ, _ond. Spas.. wpeerk—ory. 05 ook, Y IO
et et ookl “Y]Ra%mmhwojufﬁndwe
[.A)min&@\uhj%t&l&ntﬁmdpummhm
____________ M,wlsuadcl\h\“k&%mm;&“ﬁ&(mdh

o Aeve ok Lowsnt . vade umlJ\ ____________ ecow  \otala

m‘n&,l—%&k%nhﬁmﬁmﬁw T 2 W 1 -
. lado 5“Yew5mdbwm“wqafmﬂrﬁﬂxu
_____._._}an,&:miuvuu,_. <1 S (‘q:d'q.a“ . LL&‘E«J . hﬁ Hwolr . ......S.ug%@.&ﬁ.
M@mg@%oﬂmpﬂwv%@@Wwd%\«ﬂ.
o Dendoges e and Wis g s Pryen. wWhen......
i Suﬁ&tﬂ{h\wﬁ']xn{.@ﬁkkﬂmﬁ
&mzq"\mmgmmﬁmﬂmb?m ..............
...... m;(\@lmﬂﬁ"

N\

A?Z ResultsPlus < & ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has opened
the response with a strong statement
and focuses on the task in hand.

This is a sound response which fulfils the criteria required
for a top band 5 response. The explanations are sound
and there is an awareness of how the writer expresses her

thoughts and feelings, as well as focusing on some of the
key features of the poem. Comments are supported by
some well chosen quotations. The response was awarded
the mark of 15 - band 5.
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The candidate's own choice of poem for comparison is offered - (b)(ii).
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Examiner Comments

The choice of poem has worked well and there are
some interesting comments on the differences between
the poems. It is quite a secure response linking two
very different poems. The response covered the points
needed for top band 5. It was awarded the mark of 15.
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Remember, if you opt for a (b)(ii)
response, choose a poem carefully and
refer to it in sufficient depth as well as
making links with the first named poem.




A candidate's brief response is offered for Question 5(a).
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This is a rather narrative response with some Try not to retell the story of a poem.
explanation about ‘what happens’ in the poem. All points and comments should be
There is some confusion about the content (‘slums supported by relevant quotations.

in India’) with just the odd textual reference. The
response was awarded the mark of 7 - band 3.
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The candidate has chosen the second named poem for comparison - question 5(b)(i).
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This is a very brief response with only a Make sukre .Ehat whateE/eJ Eomment
limited understanding of the content of the yolu mate : Its ts_uppor ed by a
second named poem. The comparison is basic relevant quotation.

with little reference to support comment. The
response was awarded the mark of 6 - band 2.
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Paper Summary

Overall, responses to the poems showed understanding and engagement with both sections
of the paper. However, based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the

following advice:

Include more detail and development in your answers
Make full use of examples, do not just list them or language features

Think carefully about how to make effective links and comparisons, addressing both
poems (although equal weighting is not required)

Keep separate and clearly label the two parts of the Section B answers - (a) on the
named poem; (b)(i) on the second named poem or (b)(ii) on a second poem of your
choice

Write your answers in the correct part of the answer booklet.

Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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