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Introduction
Study of prose texts

The English Literature 5ET1 Foundation tier examination consists of two sections and lasts 
for an hour and forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section. 

The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they 
can achieve in relation to the detailed study of two prose texts.

The total number of marks available is 89.

Assessment Objectives: 

AO1: Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and evaluate relevant textual 
detail to illustrate and support interpretations. 

AO2: Explain how language, structure and form contribute to a writer’s presentation of 
ideas, themes and settings. 

AO4: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; explain how texts have 
been influential and significant to self and other readers in different contexts and at 
different times.

Section A:

There are 43 marks available for Section A, which includes 3 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (assessed in part (d) of the question).

One text from the Literary Heritage (the four part question): there is only one question per 
text and candidates should answer all four parts of the question.

The maximum marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 10 marks; part (b) 10 
marks; part (c) 8 marks and part (d) 12 marks, plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.  Parts (a) and (c) are assessed for Assessment Objective 1.  Parts (b) and (d) are 
assessed for AO1 and AO2.  Total 43 marks.

Section B:

There are 46 marks available for Section B, which includes 6 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (SPG).

One text from Different Cultures (essay): Candidates provide a response to ONE of two 
questions.  Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 16 marks and Assessment 
Objective 4 carries a maximum mark of 24 marks.  In addition, a mark of up to 6 is 
awarded for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPG).  Total 46 marks.   Please note that 
there are changes relating to the weightings of Assessment Objectives for first examinations 
2015.  Please refer to the specification and Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) on the 
Edexcel website for further information.  

Examples of the most popular texts have been included in this report, but due to some 
questions receiving very few responses centres are asked to refer also to the 5ET1H (Higher 
Tier) June 2014 Examiners' Report where all texts and most questions are exemplified. 
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Examiner Feedback:

A full range of marks was awarded throughout the marking of this paper.  Candidates often 
demonstrated an understanding and appreciation of the texts that they had studied.  Many 
candidates have gained marks in the top three bands.  

Time management has continued to improve.  Although it has been mentioned on previous 
reports, some candidates continue to misread Section A, Part (a) of the question and have 
either summarised the actual extract or have summarised the wrong part or the entire novel.  

For Section A, Part (d), candidates should select an extract of similar length to the one 
provided and explore the named theme or character within it.  Points should be supported 
with examples from the chosen extract.  In some cases, candidates tended to provide a 
narrative overview without specific textual evidence of the theme or character, which limited 
the number of marks awarded.

For Section A, some candidates, particularly when answering the Animal Farm question, 
referred to the social, cultural and historical context (AO4).  This Assessment Objective is 
not assessed in Section A and therefore marks are not awarded for these references.  

There were some very successful essays produced for Section B, particularly for the 
'Outsiders' question, Question 14 Of Mice and Men.  Most candidates are now incorporating 
the social, cultural and historical context within the main body of their essays and linking 
these points to specific examples from the text.  Most often, the AO4 is naturally illustrated 
through the actions and events within the novel.

Again, centres are reminded to check the changes to and requirements for the 2015 
examination.   

Overall, centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and delivery 
of the specification.
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Question 1
Question 1 Animal Farm

A full range of marks were awarded for this question.  As this was, by far, the most popular 
option, a full range of exemplars has been provided covering most bands in the mark 
scheme.  

Part (a)  Key events to end of chapter

A full range of marks was awarded, but a number of candidates either summarised the 
extract or listed events from the complete novella or events before the extract.   Some 
candidates had not read the instructions in the question carefully enough.  

Those who did answer the question often missed out what would appear to be the ‘key’ 
events, such as the argument between Snowball and Napoleon. Many candidates also 
clearly spent far too long on this question and wrote far too much for what can be a simple 
list or bullet pointed answer.  Candidates are not expected to use quotations for this part of 
the question. 

Centres are also reminded that this is the last time a 'key events' question will appear on 
the Foundation tier paper.  Please refer to the Edexcel website for full details of the new 
specification and Sample Assessment Materials.  

Part (b)  Deception

The extract naturally covers the theme of deception and the vast majority of candidates 
responded with valid points and identified the ‘lies’ or ‘dishonesty’ within the extract. One 
examiner commented that ‘the word [deception] was usually well understood. It is clearly a 
theme discussed with all levels.’

Part (c)  Mollie

This part of the question was mostly answered very well with some very sound comments 
about Mollie’s betrayal to Animalism. Where mistakes were made, students wrote too little 
and only picked out one or two points. Some candidates did not support their ideas with 
evidence from the extract.

Part (d)  Deception elsewhere

A wide range of other areas were offered, such as when Boxer is taken away to 'the vets' or 
when the milk and apples are taken by the pigs. On the whole, most candidates provided 
some response for this part of the question. For those who did not produce a response, it is 
also most likely due to the lack of time.

The following examples provide centres with a full range of marks.
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This first example demonstrates a sound response which gained full marks for some parts of 
the question.
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Part (a): The chronology of events is not always in the correct 
order. Some are from outside of the given area. The events that are 
appropriate are mostly in correct order. (Band 4, 8 marks)

Part (b): The candidate provides a focused introduction and refers 
to some language points. A sound response. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (c): The candidate identifies that Mollie is lazy, ‘stuck-up’ 
and likes to be ‘the centre of attention’. Ideas are supported with 
relevant evidence. (Band 3, 6 marks)
Part (d): Although this is quite a short response and we would like 
a little more, it is focused and provides a range of examples and 
language points. Specific words are considered. (Band 4, 10 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria:  
‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
some accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question’. (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Remember that the ‘key events’ 
(in Section A, part (a) of the 
question) will not appear on 
future papers.

Examiner Tip
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In this second example, the candidate has gained full marks for part (a) of the question.  
This is good to compare with the previous example. 
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Part (a): The candidate provides a range of ideas, which are 
detailed and in correct chronological order.  (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (b): There are some maturely expressed ideas for this level.  
This is generally sound, but quotations are rather long and needed 
further close analysis.  (Band 4, 8 marks)
Part (c): Some reference is made to the extract, but the reader is 
left wanting more.  Points include: Mollie ‘craving for the company 
of humans’, ‘hates working’ and ‘complaining’.  (Band 3, 6 marks)
Part (d): An appropriate section is chosen.  Lack of quotations 
mean that specific language points have not been made, but there 
are references to the chosen area.  On a ‘best fit’ - this is better 
than ‘some’.  (Band 4, 8 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria:  
‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question’.  (3 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be reminded 
of the requirements and key 
words for each part of the 
question.

Examiner Tip
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In this third response, the candidate gains full marks for part (c) of the question and had 
some success with part (d).



14 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 15

Part (a): Some of the key events do not occur in the given area of text.  The ‘debates’ and 
Napoleon not wanting to ‘build a windmill’ could be linked to bullet points 6 and 7 of the mark 
scheme.  (Band 2, 4 marks)
Part (b): No point has been made, and therefore a zero must be awarded.  It is important 
to note that if a brief, relevant comment is made, even if only a couple of lines, a mark is 
awarded.   (Band 0, 0 marks)  Nil return.  
Part (c): A range of relevant evidence has been included in this response.  There are some 
overly-long quotations, but a range of points have been made.  A clear understanding is being 
demonstrated, particularly when discussing what Mollie has been hiding.  (Band 3, 8 marks)
Part (d): There is some understanding of the question although some language points are 
less convincing, such as ‘demeanour’.  We always advise examiners to look for what has been 
achieved.  (Band 3, 7 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria:  ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning 
in the context of the demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

A mark for SPG can only be awarded 
for part (d) of the question.  If the 
candidate does not respond to the 
final part of the question, a mark for 
SPG cannot be awarded.

Examiner Tip
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This fourth example demonstrates a response which could have gained more marks if closer 
attention had been paid to the wording of part (a).
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Part (a): All points are from the extract; therefore no marks can be 
awarded. (Band 0, 0 marks)
Part (b): The candidate begins with a language point and the use 
of a triplet (a persuasive device). There is some attempt to explore 
the language. There are three clear points supported with three 
relevant quotations, but the response is brief.  Some understanding 
is evident.  (Band 4, 8 marks) 
Part (c): The candidate selects mostly relevant evidence, but makes 
little comment. There is occasional understanding demonstrated.  
(Band 2, 5 marks)
Part (d): The candidate helpfully guides the reader to their chosen 
area of the novel, but does not focus on this one part.  A range of 
examples have been provided from throughout the novel.  There is 
‘some’. (Band 3, 6 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance 
criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar 
with some accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question’. (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

For the Foundation 2015 
Section A questions, remember 
there will be three parts:
Part (a) Character in the extract  
(8 marks) 
Part (b) Language in the extract  
(12 marks) 
Part (c) Theme outside the 
extract  (16 marks)
SPG 3 marks
Total 39.

Examiner Tip
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This final example for Animal Farm is a basic response, but some valid points have been made. 

Part (a): All points are from the extract; therefore no marks can be awarded.  (Band 0, 0 marks)

Part (b): The points are not extract-based. No mark can be awarded. 
(Band 0, 0 marks)
Part (c): Although a very brief response, there are two references to the text, even though from the 
same sentence.  (Band 1, 2 marks)
Part (d): Although narrative, a relevant section of the novel has been selected.  Even though not 
explicitly referring to ‘deception’, Napoleon’s deception is alluded to with some reference to the novel 
‘knacker’. (Band 1, 2 marks)
SPG: Ideas are not always clear and there is very little content.
The candidate has met the threshold performance criteria:  ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the 
rules of grammar with reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question’. (1 mark)

Examiner Comments

For the 2015 examination time management will be important. 
We recommend approximately 10, 15 and 20 minutes per part 
of the question to reflect the weighting of marks. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Question 2 Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

Part (a)  Key events to end of novella

On the whole, responses for this part of the question were successful, but one examiner 
noted 'in a large run of Jekyll and Hyde responses, candidates had not attempted part A.  
They went straight into B and did not come back to it at the end of the script.  There were 
too many from the sample for this to have been coincidental.'  

 Part (b)  Terror in extract

This part of the question was mostly answered confidently, with candidates selecting a range 
of examples from the extract.

Part (c)  Lanyon 

Many candidates explored Hyde's character and how this juxtaposed with Lanyon’s more 
conventional personality.  There was good evidence to reveal that Lanyon transforms 
himself from a somewhat calm persona to his terrified ‘O God‘ ejaculations.

 Part (d)  Terror elsewhere 

One examiner thought that from the three most popular texts, responses for Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde seemed to be the best, as candidates made much better informed decisions of 
choice of other part of the text and 'explored with depth'.  

Popular and appropriate choices included: the Carew murder; Hyde trampling the child  and 
‘Incident at the Window'.  Most candidates responded well, although responses often lacked 
full exploration of the chosen extract, as some described a 'scary scene' but did not explain 
where or what the terror was. 

In this first example, the candidate has gained full marks for all parts of the question 
(except for spelling, punctuation and grammar).
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Question 2_327209_01.png
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Part (a): The candidate approaches the question by providing a detailed and 
sometimes analytical interpretation.  A range of detailed points have been 
considered.  (Band 5, 10 marks) 
Part (b): There is a focus on the question and some language points are made 
and supported with relevant examples from the extract.  (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (c): The candidate provides a range of ideas and supports them with 
relevant evidence.  There are layers of understanding - the response 
demonstrates a sound understanding.  (Band 3, 8 marks) 
Part (d): ‘The Last Night’ is a relevant choice.  This is a sustained response 
which is supported with a range of evidence.  (Band 5, 12 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates to label each part 
of their response clearly and to avoid 
writing anything in the margin.

Examiner Tip
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In this second example, after a generally sound start, the candidate does not provide enough 
evidence from the extract(s).  The candidate has not labelled each part of the question.



GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 27



28 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 29

Part (a): The candidate adopts a rather narrative approach. The key events are not listed, but the 
candidate tentatively touches upon some bullets in the mark scheme in the correct order.  This is a 
generally sound response.  (Band 4, 8 marks)
Part (b): There is an attempt to analyse language and a fair point is made about ‘pressure’.  Relevant 
examples have been provided, although more would have benefited this response. (Band 4, 8 marks)
Part (c): A range of good, but often unsupported points have been made.  The candidate refers to 
the extract.  It is necessary to support points made with the relevant evidence from the extract.  
(Band 2, 5 marks)
Part (d): There is good exploration of one example.  It is a pity there is not more, but there is ‘some’.  
(Band 3, 6 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and 
use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Rather than copying longer quotations, use specific words 
or phrases, as one sentence within the extract may provide 
more than one example.
Often, candidates may have greater success if they locate 
the evidence they wish to use before writing their response.  
This evidence can then be used in PEE or PETER format.
PETER is: Point, Evidence, Technique, Effect on Reader.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
Question 3 The Hound of the Baskervilles

Part (a) Key events to end of Chapter 9

As in the other 'popular' texts, candidates often chose the wrong area, summarised the 
actual extract or gave an overview of the whole novel.  A full range of marks was awarded.

Part (b) Secrecy in extract

Candidates made a range of valid points and referred to the extract with confidence.  

Again, a full range of marks were awarded for this part of the question.  

Part (c) Barrymore

A range of examples were included in the responses.  Most candidates demonstrated a good 
focus on Barrymore’s character and the use of powerful verbs and the 'hiss' and 'snake' 
imagery linking them with the connotations of guilt.  

Part (d) Secrecy elsewhere

Holmes' disguise on the moor, Watson's meeting with Miss Stapleton and Laura Lyons' 
meeting with Sir Charles seemed to be the most popular choices for candidates.

In this example, the candidate gains some confidence.  The response to the first part of the 
question has impacted on the overall total.
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Part (a): Much of this response is irrelevant and does not focus on key events. This 
provides a generalised overview. A mark is awarded for the reference to ‘the man is  
on the toor’.  (Band 1, 1 mark)
Part (b): There is a focus on ‘secrecy’ and a range of points have been made. The 
reference to a ‘light house’ suggests that interpretations are influenced by a film 
version.  (Band 4, 7 marks)
Part (c): The first part of the response is a little muddled, but some confidence is 
gained.  The response is a little repetitive, as the points ‘suspicious’ and ‘guilty’ are 
revisited.  There is a good range of evidence used.  (Band 2, 5 marks)
Part (d): The candidate maintains focus.  A range of points have been made, although 
sometimes repetitive.  Some literal interpretations are offered.  (Band 3, 7 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of 
meaning in the context of the demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should use as many examples 
from the extract(s) as possible.

Examiner Tip
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In this final example, the candidate has attempted all parts of the question, but the re-
sponses are often basic or limited.
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Part (a): One main key event is considered.  (Band 1, 2 marks)
Part (b): This is a limited response, as the candidate provides 
just one example and comment.  (Band 2, 4 marks)
Part (c): The lack of specific examples limits this response.   
(Band 1, 2 marks)
Part (d): A good choice has been made, but little reference to the 
chosen area of text has been made.  (Band 1, 2 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance 
criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar 
with some accuracy and general control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates to read each part of the 
question carefully. 
Centres can prepare their candidates by getting 
them to locate suitable alternative extracts 
where a particular theme or character features.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
Felicia's Journey

Although there were very few responses to this question, one example has been included in 
this report.

The extract was taken from Chapter 6, when Felicia goes to see Mrs Lysaght and asks her 
for Johnny's address. 

Part (a): This part of the question asked candidates to follow on from the extract up to the 
end of Chapter 7.

Part (b): Candidates were asked to consider the theme of 'desperation' within the extract.

Part (c): The character part of the question focused on the character of Mrs Lysaght.

Part (d): Candidates were asked to consider the theme of 'desperation' elsewhere in the 
novel. 
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Part (a): The candidate summarises the events within the extract.  
(Band 0, 0 marks)
Part (b): The candidate provides one example of ‘desperation’ 
within the extract and attempts to focus on language.  The 
response is basic.  Ideas lack any development.  (Band 1, 2 marks)
Part (c): One point relating to Mrs Lysaght being ‘secretive’ has 
been made.  The point is not supported with evidence from the 
extract.  (Band 1, 2 marks)
Part (d): The point and example are from the extract and not from 
another part in the novel.  Although no marks can be awarded for 
the content of the response, marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar can be awarded.  (Band 0, 0 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance 
criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar 
with some accuracy and general control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates must support points made with 
relevant evidence from the extract(s).

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Pride and Prejudice

There were very few responses to this question.  Centres are asked to refer to the 5ET1H 
report for an exemplar.

The extract was from Chapter 20, when Mrs Bennet urges Mr Bennet to insist upon Lizzy 
marrying Mr Collins.  Candidates were asked to outline the key events that follow on from 
the extract up to the end of Chapter 22 for part (a).  In parts (b) and (d) the theme was 
marriage and the character question, part (c), was based on Mrs Bennet. 

Question 6
Great Expectations

There were very few responses to this question.  Centres are asked to refer to the 5ET1H 
report for an exemplar.

The extract was from Chapter 7, when Joe and Pip are talking. Candidates were asked to 
outline the key events that follow on from the extract up to the end of Chapter 8 for part 
(a).  In parts (b) and (d) the theme was relationships and the character question, part (c), 
was based on Joe. 

Question 7
SECTION B: DIFFERENT CULTURES AND TRADITIONS

Of Mice and Men remains the most popular option for Section B. The largest number 
of responses were to Q13 (Candy) followed by Question 14 (Outsiders). The second most 
popular choice was Heroes, with a number of responses to Q11 (Arthur Rivier) and more 
responses to Q12 (Appearances).  

Riding the Black Cockatoo saw no entries on ePen - and all in this section were for other 
questions. Indeed, most were responses to Of Mice and Men and the wrong box had been 
ticked.  

The other least popular text was Anita and Me with very few responses to Q7 (Tollington) 
and just 4 responses to Q8 (Loss).  

A number of candidates had omitted crossing the chosen question number, resulting in 548 
items not correctly labelled.  

Anita and Me

Question 7 asked candidates to explain the importance of the setting of Tollington. 

For question 7, please refer to the 5ET1H report for an exemplar.
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Question 8
Anita and Me

Question 8 asked candidates to explain the importance of loss in the novel. 

For question 8, please refer to the 5ET1H report for an exemplar.

Question 9
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

There were no responses available for this novel.  

Question 9 asked candidates to consider the importance of the narrator in the novel.

Question 10
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

There were no responses available for this novel.  

Question 10 asked candidates to consider the importance of cultural customs and beliefs in 
the novel.

Question 11
Heroes 

Candidates were asked to consider the importance of Arthur Rivier in the novel.

Only a few of these responses were seen, but on the whole candidates dealt successfully 
with the question by considering Arthur's drinking problem and how the war had affected 
him and other veterans.

Please refer to the 5ET1H report for an exemplar.  
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Question 12
Heroes 

Candidates were asked to consider the theme of appearances in the novel.

This seemed to be more successfully answered than Q11.  Candidates mainly focussed on 
Francis's physical appearance and covered bullet point one (Francis's disguise) in more 
detail.  The second bullet, relating to characters who appear to be heroes when they 
are not, assisted candidates when addressing bullet point three, which led candidates to 
consider how appearances could be deceiving.  Some were able to consider Larry LaSalle 
and how he appeared to be a hero but in fact he was not who he appeared to be.  A full 
range of marks was awarded.

This first example is a response which was awarded full marks. 
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In this second example, a generally sound response has been provided. 

The candidate opens with a focus on the question.  The first paragraph 
introduces the essay and continues with a sustained response exploring in 
detail all bullet points in the question.  The candidate incorporates AO4 points 
and links them to the points being made.  On the third page, there is some 
very thoughtful comment relating to Mrs Belander not recognising Francis’s 
voice.  The essay is supported with a wide range of textual evidence and is 
both thoughtful and sustained.  
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks 
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks 
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’.  (6 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should include a range of examples 
from across the text and deal with all bullet 
points in the question.

Examiner Tip
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There is a focus on the question. The candidate explores the first two bullets of the 
question, but appears to have run out of time when embarking upon the third. This is 
mostly a generally sound response supported with some relevant textual reference. 
AO1: Band 4, 11 marks
AO4: Band 4, 16 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of 
meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (4 marks)

Examiner Comments
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Question 13
Of Mice and Men 

Candidates were asked to consider the importance of Candy in the novel.  Candidates 
tended to use the bullet points to their advantage and produced a variety of well practised 
responses on Candy. Most successful candidates were selective and developed points in 
greater depth.  Many picked up on his subtle manipulative nature and how he liked to 
gossip.  Several considered his dog and how he could help George and Lennie by providing 
the money in order to make the dream a reality.  Social/historical context tended to be well 
integrated rather than 'bolt on' as seen in the past.

In this first response, the candidate is beginning to demonstrate a sound understanding of 
the character. 
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This is a sustained response, but tends to become a little narrative.  The candidate provides a 
response to all three of the bullets in the question.  There is a good range of points supported with 
relevant textual evidence, which places this respond in Band 5.  A sound understanding is being 
demonstrated.  
AO1: Band 5, 14 marks
AO4: Band 5  21 marks 
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use 
the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question’.  (5 marks)
The wording of Section B questions state: ‘In your answer you must consider’ and then lists three 
bullet points.

Examiner Comments

Candidates must address all three bullet points 
in order to access marks in the top band. 

Examiner Tip
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In this response, the candidate attempts to deal with each of the bullet points in the 
question, but more points are required in order to qualify for higher marks.
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This is a generally sound response.  Some points required further development, such as 
a comment would have benefited the response when reference is made to Candy’s ‘gut 
ache’, however the point does link to the first bullet in the question – What Candy says...  
The candidate attempts to answer all of the bullets in the question, but closer reference 
and more examples are needed. 
AO1: Band 4, 11 marks
AO4: Band 4, 16 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the threshold performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable accuracy in the context of the 
demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

In order to qualify for marks in higher bands, specific 
examples from the chosen text must be provided.

Examiner Tip
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This third example is of a response demonstrating 'some' understanding.
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The candidate is beginning to demonstrate some understanding of the character, 
Candy. All points are undeveloped, but a mark in Band 3 is appropriate.  
There is ‘some’ grasp here. 
AO1: Band 3, 9 marks
AO4: Band 3, 12 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the threshold performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable accuracy in 
the context of the demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Please note for 2015: Candidates will choose one essay 
question from two. 
40 marks available. 
Students will be given three bullets that they MUST address. 
Bullet points one and two will focus on AO1 (responses); bullet 
three will focus on AO4 
(context). 
7 marks for SPG. 
(47 marks total).

Examiner Tip
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In this final example for this question, the candidate has muddled the characters.  There 
were some candidates who had confused Candy with Curley or Curley's wife. 

In the first sentence, despite the reference to ‘she’, the candidate does make 
a valid point that (s)he ‘helps … with many things’.  After this first sentence, it 
becomes clearly apparent that the candidate has become muddled and confuses 
Candy with Curley’s wife.  The candidate also recognises that Candy is an outcast.
Where there is something to reward, we always mark positively. A mark is given 
for the first sentence.
AO1: Band 1, 1 mark
AO4: Band 1, 1 mark
SPG: The candidate has met the threshold performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable accuracy in the context 
of the demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments
 •	 50-60 minutes should be spent on this section, 

including planning and checking of work. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 14
Of Mice and Men 

This question asked candidates to consider the theme of 'outsiders' in the novel.  The three 
bullet points directed candidates to consider Lennie, Candy, Crooks and Curley's wife. 

This was particularly successful at Foundation, as the bullet prompts provided candidates 
with a range of characters that could be considered.  There was some tendency to make a 
justification for all characters to be considered as outsiders, and therefore rather superficial 
evidence was presented.  Most successful responses were more selective and developed 
their points in greater depth.  

This is an example of a full mark response.  
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The candidate provides a detailed response.  We accepted references to 
‘outcasts’ as an alternative to ‘outsiders’. A particularly strong and original 
point is found on page 3, when the candidate considers Lennie’s size as a 
reason for him being an ‘outsider’.  There is a range of evidence and the 
response is sustained.  This is a sensitive response.
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy 
and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands of the 
question’.  (6 marks)

Examiner Comments

AO4: ‘Bolt-on’ references to the context should be avoided – 
context should be addressed through the character or theme, 
not provided as a separate historical overview. 

Examiner Tip
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In this second example, the candidate gains some confidence, but more points could have 
been included in the response.
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As in the previous response, the candidate often refers to ‘outsiders’ as 
‘outcasts’ – which is acceptable.  The reference to Lennie being ‘not much 
use on the ranch’ is not correct, but the preceding ideas are interesting.  
The candidate gains confidence and overall the response deals with each 
of the bullets and is generally sound.  
AO1: Band 4, 13 marks
AO4: Band 4, 20 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy 
and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands of the 
question’.  (5 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should try to consider ‘how’ and 
‘why’ the examples used are important.

Examiner Tip
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In this final example for the Of Mice and Men questions, the candidate is beginning to 
demonstrate 'some' understanding of the theme. 

This short response is beginning to demonstrate some understanding.   
A few valid points are made and the four characters named in the bullet 
points have been considered. 
AO1: Band 3, 8 marks
AO4: Band 3, 11 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the threshold performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable accuracy in 
the context of the demands of the question’.  (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should use a range of examples 
in support of the question from throughout 
the whole text.

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
Rani and Sukh

Question 15 asked candidates to explain how Billah Bains is an important character in the 
novel.  Very few responses were seen at Foundation.

For question 15, please refer to the 5ET1H report for an exemplar.

Question 16
Rani and Sukh

Question 16 asked candidates to explain how vengeance is an important theme in the novel.  
Very few responses were seen at Foundation.

For question 16, please refer to the 5ET1H report for an exemplar.

Question 17
Riding the Black Cockatoo

Question 17 asked candidates to explain how the Wamba Wamba people and country are 
important in the text.

For question 17, please refer to the 5ET1H report for an exemplar.

There were no responses for this question at Foundation Tier.

Question 18
Riding the Black Cockatoo

Question 18 asked candidates to explain how repatriation is important in the text.

For question 18, please refer to the 5ET1H report for an exemplar.

There were no responses for this question at Foundation Tier.

Question 19
To Kill a Mockingbird 

Candidates were asked to consider the ways in which Jem is an important character in the 
novel.

There were some excellent responses seen and most gained marks in the top two bands.  
Most responses usually followed a chronological order through the text. Examples included 
his childish obsession with ‘Boo’ to his angry tears of rage after the trial. There were some 
references to ‘his charity to embrace the insect world' to highlight his maturity. There was 
evidence of some excellent engagement with his character and the novel.

Please refer to the 5ET1H report for exemplars.
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Question 20
To Kill a Mockingbird 

Candidates were asked to consider how prejudice is important in the novel. 

This was a popular choice for candidates.  Most responses contained sound textual evidence, 
although some textual knowledge could have been more selective. There were examples 
of prejudice between the sexes as well as examples from Mrs Merriweather and the more 
obvious choices, such as the prejudices directed towards Tom Robinson and Atticus's views 
and part in the trial.  Others considered Boo Radley and other characters in the novel.

One example is included here for reference. 

The majority of the To Kill a Mockingbird responses gained marks in the top two bands.  
This example is of a full mark response and exceeds expectations. 
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The candidate provides a detailed response.  The response begins with points 
about Tom Robinson and then Boo.  Different forms of prejudice are explored 
and linked with the children’s immaturity and innocence.  The mockingbird 
motif and Atticus’s views are considered.  The response ends with how the 
children’s views of Boo have changed at the end of the novel.  There is a range 
of evidence and the response is sustained. 
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’.  (6 marks)

Examiner Comments

Strong Section B responses often refer to 
the writer’s intentions or writer’s craft.

Examiner Tip
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Section A

The responses placed in 'Section A' are those where candidates do not identify which 
question they were answering for examiners to mark.  There were 392 responses where 
candidates failed to identify which question they were answering - or had crossed more than 
one box.  A reminder to candidates would be very helpful.  

Section B

The responses placed in 'Section B' are those where candidates do not identify which 
question they were answering for examiners to mark.  There were 548 responses where 
candidates failed to identify which question they were answering - or had crossed more than 
one box.  

Wherever possible, we should like to get this large number of 'unidentified' responses 
reduced and very much appreciate your help with this through general reminders. 

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 for Section A, candidates must support their answers with relevant examples from the 
extract(s)

•	 for Section A, Part (d), candidates are required to provide examples from an extract of 
similar length to the one provided 

•	 candidates should only answer one question from Section A (all parts) and one question 
from Section B.  There was evidence of candidates trying to answer all questions

•	 candidates should label all parts of Section A clearly

•	 candidates should check that they have crossed the correct question number

•	 if a candidate prefers to respond to the Section B question first, they need to do this in 
the correct area of the answer booklet

•	 please remind yourselves of the specification changes for the 2015 examinations.

Thank you.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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