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Introduction
Study of prose texts

The English Literature 5ET1 Foundation tier examination consists of two sections and lasts 
for an hour and forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section.

The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they 
can achieve in relation to the detailed study of two prose texts.

The total number of marks available is 89.

Section A:  

There are 43 marks available for Section A, which includes 3 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar assessed in part (d) of the question.

One text from the Literary Heritage (the four-part question): there is only one question per 
text and candidates should answer all four parts of the question.

The maximum marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 10 marks; part (b) 10 
marks; part (c) 8 marks and part (d) 12 marks plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. Parts (a) and (c) are assessed for Assessment Objective 1.  Parts (b) and (d) are 
assessed for AO1 and AO2.    Total 43 marks.

Section B:

There are 46 marks available for Section B, which includes 6 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (SPaG).

One text from Different Cultures (essay): candidates provide a response to one of two 
questions. Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 16 marks and Assessment 
Objective 4 carries a maximum of 24 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 6 is awarded for 
spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG). Total 46 marks.  

Examples for the most popular texts have been included in this report, but due to some 
questions receiving very few responses, centres are asked to refer also to the 5ET1H 
(Higher Tier) June 2013 Examiners' Report where all texts and questions are exemplified. 

Examiner feedback:

A full range of responses was seen throughout the marking of this paper. Candidates often 
demonstrated an understanding and appreciation of the texts that they had studied. Many 
candidates have gained marks in the top three bands.    

Time management continues to improve, with more candidates answering all parts of the 
question. In some instances, in Section A, part (a) of the question, candidates had not read 
the question closely enough and provided the key events within the given extract or had 
selected the wrong section of the text. 

For Section A, part (d), candidates should select an extract of similar length to the one 
provided and explore the named theme or character within it. Points should be supported 
with examples from the chosen extract. In some cases, candidates tended to provide a 
general overview of the theme or character, which was sometimes irrelevant and limited the 
mark that could be awarded. 

Another comment received from examiners related to the frequent reference to the social, 
cultural and historical context (AO4) of a text in Section A.  Section A is not assessed for 
Assessment Objective 4.

There were some very successful essays produced for Section B, most of which were in 
answer to Question 13, George in 'Of Mice and Men'.  Most candidates are now incorporating 
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the social, cultural and historical context within the main body of their essays and linking 
the points made to specific examples from the text. Most often, the AO4 is naturally 
illustrated through the actions and events within the novel.  

Overall, centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and the 
delivery of the specification.
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Question 1
'Animal Farm'

This was by far the most popular text studied for Section A. The given extract was taken 
from Chapter 9, when Boxer is being taken away in the slaughterer's van. Candidates were 
asked to: outline the key events that follow on from the extract up to the end of the novel 
in part (a); explain how the theme of ignorance is presented for part (b); the character of 
Boxer in part (c) and Boxer in one other part of the novel for part (d). The most popular 
options for part (d) were when Boxer is introduced at the beginning of the novel and later 
when building the windmill.

The theme of ignorance provided a range of responses. It became clear that some 
candidates did not fully understand the ignorance demonstrated within the extract and 
interpreted the word as meaning 'rude'. A flexible approach was taken with the marking 
of this part of the question, even though the word is mentioned within the extract, "stupid 
brutes, too ignorant to realise what was happening ...".   

A full range of marks was awarded.

As this is the most popular text choice, four examples have been included and represent a 
full range of marks.

The first example is, on the whole, a limited response. More examples are required to 
qualify the response for the higher bands.  
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Part (a) The candidate identifies three key events in correct chronological order. More 
key events would be needed to qualify for a higher band.  Band 4, 7 marks.
Part (b) A limited response providing one example and little comment.  Band 2, 4 
marks.
Part (c) This is a limited response. The points of ‘tired’ and ‘weak’ are made and 
supported with an appropriate example.  Band 2, 4 marks.
Part (d) The candidate has identified a relevant area of the text and provided a 
quotation. The response does not go beyond this, so is placed in band 1, ‘basic’. Band 1, 
2 marks.
SPG:  The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 'candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of 
meaning in the context of the demands of the question'.  2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should label each part of the question clearly.
Quotations are not required for part (a) on Foundation tier.

Examiner Tip
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This response demonstrates some understanding. 
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Part (a) The candidate has identified two specific points and one vague one, which could refer 
to previous events. The chronology is occasionally accurate. Band 3, 5 marks.

Part (b) The candidate makes some reference to how the writer achieves effects. ‘Ignorance’ 
is explored through both rudeness and being unaware. Two examples from the extract are 
provided. Band 3, 6 marks.
Part (c) The candidate has demonstrated occasional understanding of the character.  One 
sentence from the extract has been selected and separated with a comment. In order to 
qualify for a mark in a higher band, more examples and points would be required.  Band 2, 4 
marks.
Part (d) The candidate begins with information from the given extract, which has lost the 
candidate precious time.The points relating to Chapter 6 are supported with two pieces of 
evidence. Comparisons are drawn, which are not necessary. Band 3, 7 marks.  
SPG:  The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 'candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning 
in the context of the demands of the question'.  2 marks.

Examiner Comments

For part (d) candidates do not need to compare extracts.

Examiner Tip
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The following example is generally sound throughout.  
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Part (a) The candidate has provided more language analysis rather than exploring the key 
events. One main developed point has been provided. Band 2, 4 marks.  

Part (b) The candidate explores how ‘ignorance’ is presented in the extract. Three examples 
have been provided; the points are generally sound and mostly relevant. Band 4, 8 marks.  
Part (c) This is a detailed response and the candidate refers to a number of points, 
supporting these with relevant textual evidence. The comment towards the end of the 
response explores a possible cause and effect. Band 3, 7 marks.
Part (d) The candidate helpfully guides the reader to the chosen extract, although only 
one small section has been explored. Some points are repeated, but the candidate tries to 
unpick the language. The best fit is 'generally sound' as more examples could have been 
included. Band 4, 9 marks.  
SPG:  The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 'candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning 
in the context of the demands of the question'. 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be reminded of the requirements for each question.  
Language points are assessed in parts (b) and (d).

Examiner Tip
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The following response gained full marks, apart from the SPG mark. 
This is a sound response throughout.
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Part (a) A number of key events have been identified in correct chronological order. Band 5, 10 
marks.
Part (b) The candidate explores a range of ideas, including the ignorance of understanding and 
ignorance shown in the treatment of others. Band 5, 10 marks.
Part (c) The candidate has made a range of points, including: brave, strong, a motivator, naive 
and trusting. Band 3, 8 marks.
Part (d)  The candidate consistently uses relevant examples and demonstrates a clear 
understanding. Band 5, 12 marks. 
SPG:  The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 'candidates spell, punctuate 
and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question'.  2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'

This text has gained more popularity since the previous series and was the second most 
popular choice. The given extract was from 'Search for Mr Hyde', when Utterson awaits the 
arrival of Mr Hyde.  

In part (a) candidates were asked to outline the key events that follow on from the extract 
up to the end of the next chapter, 'Dr Jekyll was Quite at Ease'. 

Most candidates attempted this question and, on the whole, it was answered well with most 
candidates referring to events after the extract. In some cases candidates demonstrated 
little understanding of ‘key’ events or gave examples from the extract.

The theme for part (b) was 'suspicion'. 

Many candidates interpreted the term ‘suspicion’ correctly thus were able to make sound 
reference to the extract. In many cases there was clear understanding of the term with 
some scoring maximum marks. However, in some cases the relevant textual information 
was selected but candidates found it difficult to explain how the writer presented suspicion.

For part (c) candidates were asked to comment about the character of Utterson from within 
the extract. 

Candidates mostly used relevant textual information to show their understanding of the 
character. 

In part (d) candidates were asked to explore the importance of suspicion in one other part 
of the novel. 

Candidates chose from a range of examples with many commenting on the ‘Incident at the 
Window' or ‘The Story of the Door’. Some were able to select relevant examples but not able 
to say how it showed suspicion.

In the first example, the candidate starts reasonably well, but loses strength. There is no 
response to part (d) of the question. 

Candidates should spend about 10 minutes on each of parts (a), (b) and (c) and 
about 15 minutes on part (d).

Examiner Tip
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Part (a) This response begins by repeating the information that is stated in the question, 
so giving the feel of an essay introduction. There are two clear points made here and these 
are backed up by what is unfortunately unnecessary quotation. The response is placed 
securely within the ‘limited’ band. 
Band 2, 4 marks.
Part (b) The candidate begins with appropriate evidence and there is an attempt to 
reference specific words and phrases. Two key points are made with supporting evidence – 
although the candidate relies on the evidence rather than providing explanation. Due to the 
occasional understanding it just reaches band 3, 5 marks.
Part (c) The candidate makes use of material recycled from Part (b) and although this 
is permitted, the candidate only shows a ‘limited’ understanding of Utterson’s character. 
There is only one supported point made. To move to a higher band the candidate would 
have needed to provide more evidence. 
This response is placed at the top of band 1 – 3 marks.  
Part (d) There is no part (d) response. Band 0, 0 marks
SPG: As there is no attempt to answer part (d) a mark cannot be awarded for SPG.     

Examiner Comments

For part (a), candidates can either list, bullet or write in continuous 
prose.  
The 'key' events do not need to be detailed, but do need to include 
'key' specific events.  
Quotations in this part are not required.  
The response does not need to read like a 'mini essay' to be an 
answer. 

Examiner Tip
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In this example, the candidate uses the extract(s) well although other points could have 
been included or, where appropriate, language points made. 
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Part (a) This response contains some inaccuracies, but credit is given for what has been 
achieved. Examiners are reminded of the limited amount of time candidates have to 
respond and to look at what is there. The points made move some way beyond ‘occasional 
understanding’ and so fall into the ‘generally sound’ category. 
 Band 4, 7 marks.     
Part (b)* The candidate makes a confident attempt to address how the writer achieves effect, 
zooming in and explaining with appropriate evidence how Stevenson uses ‘sounds’. To move 
to the top of band 5 the candidate could have explored Utterson’s suspicions and given a little 
more attention to the unpicking of specific words and phrases. However, giving credit to what 
has been developed meant it fell into band 5, 9 marks.   
Part (c) The candidate makes a series of wide ranging points, embedding evidence while going 
along. It is here that the candidate begins to unpick specific language points - this is not a 
requirement for this part of the question. However, remember once again that the aim is to 
mark what is correct rather than focus on what the candidate did not need to do. This response 
reaches the top of band 3, 8 marks.    
Part (d) The candidate begins by clearly identifying a relevant part of the text (outside of the 
extract). Clear textual evidence is embedded throughout this response. While there are two 
references to the chosen extract there is also a feeling of a missed opportunity to move beyond 
the mark awarded. The candidate could have included, for example, the maid, fog and moon. 
This falls securely into the ‘generally sound’ descriptors and so band 4, 9 marks.
SPG: 2 marks for SPG due to accuracy and control of meaning evidenced by the candidate’s 
response.
*It is useful to note here that the candidate answered (c) before (b). 

Examiner Comments

Short points and more examples from the extract(s) are often a more successful 
approach to parts (b), (c) and (d). 

Examiner Tip



GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 27

Question 3
'The Hound of the Baskervilles'

This is the third most popular text. The extract was taken from Chapter 14 'The Hound of 
the Baskervilles', just after Sir Henry is chased by the hound and the creature has been 
shot.  

In part (a), candidates were asked to outline the key events that follow on from the extract 
to the end of the novel. A full range of marks was awarded, but a number of candidates 
either summarised the key events within the extract or the events leading up to it.  

Part (b) focused on the theme of fear. 

Better responses referred to the description of the beast and Sir Henry’s reaction. Some 
candidates gave very relevant examples but with little explanation.

For part (c), candidates were asked what they had learned about the character of Holmes 
within the novel. Many candidates gained marks in band 5 for this part of the question.

Part (d) asked candidates to describe how Holmes is presented in one other part of 
the novel. Again, many candidates showed a sound understanding and used relevant 
examples; however, in some cases there was little understanding or no response. Many 
candidates chose the same example and referred to the introduction to Holmes at the 
beginning of the novel. 

In this exemplar, the candidate gains full marks in two parts of the question, demonstrating 
some sound understanding. 
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Part (a) This response starts well with the candidate identifying three key events and writing 
them in the correct order, although the point about Mrs Stapleton being on the floor is not 
entirely accurate as she was on a chair. 
The point about the Baronet is also not entirely accurate as this information came from 
Holmes himself and these last two bullet points are not chronologically correct. This response 
therefore receives a mark of 7 for three developed points made in the correct order. Band 4, 
7 marks.
Part (b) The first paragraph of this response focuses on how we can tell Sir Henry is afraid 
by his dialogue. It uses a range of evidence, embedded into the paragraph and explained to 
answer the question directly. The next paragraph starts confidently, talking about emotive 
and descriptive language but on the second page it becomes a little repetitive. There is a 
good range of points mentioned, which are well evidenced. A lot is achieved in the time 
available and is deserving of the top mark. Band 5, 10 marks.  
Part (c) The candidate tells us that Holmes is 'helpful', 'caring', a 'keen worker', 'loyal' 
and 'helpful', so a good range of charcater points are identified. These are backed up by 
references to the text rather than specific evidence at times, but the response is focused and 
so gains full marks. Band 3, 8 marks.
Part (d) This section is weak in comparison to those that go before it and suggests that the 
candidate may have run out of time due to the quality of the previous sections. There are two 
points supported by quotations, but the suggestion that Holmes is 'lazy' due to 'staying up all 
night' is a misinterpretation of the character. Band 2, 5 marks.
SPG:  The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 'candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning 
in the context of the demands of the question'. 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Rather than copying longer quotations, use specific words or short phrases, as 
one sentence within the extract may provide more than one example.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
'Felicia's Journey'

There were very few responses to the 'Felicia's Journey' question. For an exemplar, please 
refer to the 5ET1H report. 

The extract was taken from Chapter 23 and the question asked candidates to outline the 
key events that follow on from the extract up to the end of the novel in part (a). The theme 
in part (b) was obsession. Part (c) asked candidates to say what they had learned about 
Felicia from the extract and part (d) about Felicia in one other part of the novel.

Question 5
'Pride and Prejudice'

There were fewer than 20 responses for this question. Centres are asked to refer to the 
5ET1H report for an exemplar.

The extract was from Chapter 29, when Mr Collins introduces the guests to Lady 
Catherine. Candidates were asked to outline the key events that follow on from the extract 
to the end of Chapter 31 for part (a).  In parts (b) and (d) the theme was first impressions 
and the character question, part (c), was based on Lady Catherine De Bourgh. 

Question 6
'Great Expectations'

Although there were fewer than 40 responses seen for this question, one exemplar is 
included in this report.

The extract was taken from Chapter 49, when Pip visits Miss Havisham and she expresses 
her regret about her actions. In part (a), candidates were asked to outline the key events 
that follow on from the extract up to the end of Chapter 51. In part (b), there was the 
theme of guilt. For parts (c) and (d) the candidates were asked what they had learned about 
Miss Havisham from the extract and one other part of the novel.  

A range of responses was seen, which on the whole gained marks in the top two bands. 

In the following exemplar, the candidate has achieved full marks for the first two parts of 
the question, but this is not sustained.     
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Part (a) The candidate has demonstrated a sound knowledge of the key events. The ideas 
have been detailed, but there are enough key events to qualify for a mark in band 5, 10 
marks.
Part (b) This is a sustained response. The candidate focuses on the question and provides 
a number of points supported with relevant evidence. It is useful to highlight the 
quotations and references to the question. A sound understanding is demonstrated. Band 
5, 10 marks.
Part (c) A generally sound understanding of Miss Havisham's character is 
demonstrated. The candidate suggests that Miss Havisham is 'thoughtful', 'cold hearted', 
'made mistakes' and is 'sorry' for her actions. There are two quotations. Band 3, 6 marks.
Part (d) It appears that the candidate is running out of time, as the response to this part 
of the question is rather brief. There are two examples from the chosen extract with a 
little comment. Band 2, 5 marks.
SPG:  The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 'candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of 
meaning in the context of the demands of the question'.  2 marks.

Examiner Comments

For every example you include in your response, say what these tell us about the 
theme or character. 

Examiner Tip



36 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01

Question 7
Section B

Anita and Me

There were very few responses to this question. Please refer to the Higher tier report for an 
example. 

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the importance of Nanima in the novel.  

Question 8
'Anita and Me'

Although there were few responses to this text, one example is included here.  

The question asked candidates to explain the importance of Meena's childhood in the 
novel. The three prompts guided candidates to include: Meena's childhood experiences, how 
Meena grows up and how Meena's childhood is different from Anita's.  

In this exemplar, the candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of the novel and deals 
with each bullet point of the question.
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Question 9
'Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress'

There were fewer than five responses for this question.  Please refer to the 5ET1H report for 
an exemplar.

The question asked candidates to explain the importance of Phoenix Mountain in the novel.  

The candidate provides a sound understanding of Meena's childhood. There are many points 
within the response which at times would have benefited from further development. Each of the 
bullets in the question has been addressed and a number of points have been made, including 
how Meena is racially abused; her relationships with Pinky, Baby and Anita; stealing from Mr 
Ormerod's shop; Meena's lack of maturity and why Meena's childhood is different from Anita's.
The social, cultural and historical context is illustrated through the events and characters' actions.
AO1: Band 5,  15 marks
AO4: Band 5,  22 marks
SPG: 'Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable accuracy'. 5 
marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should answer all of the bullet prompts in as much detail as possible.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
'Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress'

There were fewer than five responses for this question.  Please refer to the 5ET1H report for 
an exemplar.

The question asked candidates to explain the importance of journeys in the novel.  

Question 11
'Heroes'

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the importance of St Jude's in the novel.  
The bullet points guided the candidates to discuss the events that take place at St Jude's 
Church, School and Club and how these are important to many of the characters. The final 
bullet asked candidates to consider how these settings affected Francis's life.   

A full range of marks was awarded. There were instances where candidates confused the 
Wreck Centre with St Jude's Club where the veterans meet for a drink and a game of pool. 

This response demonstrates a generally sound understanding of the text. 
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In this response, the candidate identifies that St Jude's Parochial School is where Francis 
meets Nicole and falls in love with her. The candidate refers to St Jude’s Church, where 
Francis considers suicide, but the St Jude's Club is not referred to. The candidate does 
mention the Wreck Centre and may have confused this with the club.  
Overall, a generally sound understanding is demonstrated.
AO1: Band 4, 12 marks
AO4: Band 4, 18 marks
SPG:  'Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and there is general control of meaning in the context of the demands of the 
question'. 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should include a range of examples from across the text and deal with 
all bullet points.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
'Heroes'

This was the more popular of the two 'Heroes' questions. The question asked candidates to 
consider the importance of reputation in the novel.  

The three bullet points in the question guided candidates to consider: Francis's reputation; 
how Larry LaSalle gains a good reputation and why some reputations are false. Some 
candidates went beyond the bullet points and included points about Nicole's and the 
veterans' reputations.

A full range of marks was awarded for this question. Most candidates included a good range 
of evidence and often, answers were sustained.

In this first response, a generally sound understanding is demonstrated. 
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A generally sound point is developed about how LaSalle gains a good reputation 
as a 'war hero', but this turns out to be 'fake' when he rapes Nicole. The candidate 
mentions the reputation of Francis also and has therefore addressed all 3 bullet 
points of the question.
This response is short, but it is relatively focused and shows a generally sound 
understanding, thus gaining marks in band 4.  
AO1:  Band 4, 12 marks.
AO4:  Band 4, 18 marks.
SPG:  On the whole, spelling, punctuation and grammar are used with considerable 
accuracy.  This is showing 'intermediate performance'. 3 marks.  

Examiner Comments

The wording of Section B questions state: 'In your answer you must 
consider' and then lists the three bullet points.   
You must address all three bullets in order to access marks in the top band.

Examiner Tip
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The following is an unusual and different style of response. Overall, the candidate 
demonstrates a sound understanding. 
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This is not a standard response to the question as parts of it, especially at the beginning, 
read like a creative writing response and it expresses some personal opinion. At times 
it is a little too narrative. Through the candidate's exploration of the theme, a range of 
examples have been provided, although these need to be sought. There is reference to 
the text rather than selected evidence. The response builds to a considered conclusion 
and is definitely 'sound' overall.  
AO1: Band 5, 15 marks.
AO4: Band 5, 22 marks.
SPG: The candidate demonstrates 'intermediate performance'. SPG are used with 
considerable accuracy. 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

In order to qualify for marks in higher bands, you must provide specific examples 
in relation to the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
'Of Mice and Men'

By far, this question was the most popular option in Section B. The question asked 
candidates to consider in what ways George is an important character in the novel. 
Candidates were provided with three bullet points to guide them. These were: what George 
says and does; how George is affected by his relationship with Lennie and how George's 
relationship with other characters affect him.

There was a wide range of responses from the limited to those showing sound 
understanding. The majority of candidates used the bullet points to structure their 
responses. Many candidates showed a sound awareness of the importance of George in the 
context of the novel, supported with appropriate references to the text. No one commented 
on George being a dreamer but they commented how the dream is used to keep Lennie in 
line and give Candy hope. Some weaker answers tended to focus mainly on Lennie or took a 
narrative approach.

In this report, three examples have been provided to demonstrate a range of marks.

In this first example, the candidate offers a limited response.

The candidate makes some attempt to address all bullet points and is given credit for 
doing so. There is a limited understanding shown of the relationship between George 
and Lennie and the effect this has on George’s life, with the point made about ‘Lennie on 
his shoulder’. There is no real evidence used, but this response moves just beyond the 
parameters of ‘basic’ to achieve ‘limited’.       

AO1: Band 2, 5 marks.
AO4: Band 2, 6 marks.
SPG: There is some accuracy in applying the rules of grammar. Where errors do occur, 
meaning is not hindered. 2 marks.  

Examiner Comments
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The following example demonstrates a response which gains marks at the top of band 4 for 

both Assessment Objectives 1 and 4.  

Candidates should remember to provide specific examples from the text.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate identifies early in the response the importance of George in the novel beyond 
his relationship with Lennie. The key words of the question are repeated regularly giving the 
piece a focussed feel although they are overused, particularly at the end of the response. 
Relevant evidence is provided by the candidate throughout this response. 
Although many relevant points have been made, the piece was prevented from moving into 
the higher band because of a lack of further development and comment. Overall there is a 
‘generally sound’ understanding of the character demonstrated.  
AO1: Band 4, 13 marks.
AO4: Band 4, 20 marks.
SPG: This response is written with reasonable accuracy and general control in the context of 
the demands of the question. 4 marks. 

Examiner Comments

The social, cultural and historical context must support the points and examples provided 
from the text and should not be treated separately.  
The essay must be literary, not historical.
AO4 is more often assessed through the characters, events and themes within the novel.  
For example, in this response, ''George tells Candy about their American Dream". 

Examiner Tip
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In this final example, the candidate provides a sustained response, which gains marks at 
the top of band 5 for both assessment objectives.  
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In this sustained response, the candidate provides a range of examples from the 
text. Often ideas are explored through the themes of the novel. Each of the bullet 
points has been addressed, although there is not a great deal about George's 
relationship with other men on the ranch, apart from Slim. A sound understanding has 
been demonstrated throughout the response and ideas are mostly developed.

AO1: Band 5, 16 marks.
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks.
SPG: The candidate achieves 'intermediate performance'. Candidates spell, punctuate 
and use the rules of grammar with considerable accuracy. 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates can explore character questions through where the character 
features in the text, chapter-by-chapter, or through the themes of the 
text. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 14
'Of Mice and Men'

This was the second most popular question in Section B. The question asked candidates to 
consider the importance of animals in the novel. 

A full range of responses was seen. 

The bullet points were used to structure responses and these were often supported 
with relevant textual detail. There were some impressive responses; however, in some cases 
the ideas were not developed coherently or were too narrative. There were a number of 
candidates who referred to Lennie’s obsession with ‘rats’, rather than mice. A few candidates 
referred to the novel as a poem or play and there was some evidence that some only 
remembered a film version.  

Three examples are included in this report.

This first example is very brief, gaining marks in band 1 for both assessment objectives.  

In this very brief response, the candidate makes two points. The first point is 
supported with a relevant quotation from the novel. The second point is relevant but 
undeveloped.
AO1: Band 1, 4 marks.
AO4: Band 1, 5 marks.
SPG:  The omission of some capital letters and full stops in this short reponse 
demonstrates 'threshold performance'. There is reasonable accuracy and any errors 
do not hinder meaning. 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

It is possible that this candidate ran out of time.  
Remind candidates of recommended timings for each section of the paper. 

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a response that gains marks just into band 5.  The candidate is 
beginning to demonstrate a sound understanding of the novel. 
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This is a sound response. A number of ‘foreshadowing’ points have been made 
and the points about Candy’s dog and the bear metaphor demonstrate sound 
understanding. It is a pity that the response ends so abruptly. It is possible that 
the candidate ran out of time.

The candidate is beginning to demonstrate a sound understanding of context 
through the examples provided.
AO1:  Band 5, 14 marks.
AO4:  Band 5, 21 marks.
SPG:  The candidate achieves 'intermediate performance'. Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable accuracy. 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Answering each bullet point and providing examples for each can help 
secure higher marks.

Examiner Tip
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In this third example, the candidate gains full marks for both Assessment Objectives 1 and 
4. 



GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 59

Some very good, sound points have been made in this response. There are some 
long quotations, but the points made are often interesting and demonstrate an 
engagement with the question. Some thoughtful points have been made, such as 
animals 'are there to usually calm Lennie down' or animals are 'used to distract' 
Lennie.
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks.
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks.
SPG: The candidate achieves 'intermediate performance'. 4 marks. 

Examiner Comments

Encourage candidates to use shorter quotations rather than copying 
long extracts, which use up valuable time.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
'Rani and Sukh'

The character question focused on Kulwant Sandhu. Candidates had three prompts to 
consider: what Kulwant says and does, how the relationship between Kulwant and Billah 
goes wrong and how Rani and Sukh are affected by Kulwant.

A full range of responses was seen and often candidates demonstrated a sound 
understanding of the novel.  

The following is an example of a response gaining full marks for both Assessment Objectives 
1 and 4.  
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In this sustained response, the candidate has considered a range of points and has 
kept focus on the question. The points include an exploration of the feud, Kulwant's 
suicide at the beginning of the novel and the affect this has on the reader. Clear 
understanding is demonstrated with the further points about Harbhajan's reactions and 
the dishonour Kulwant's pregnancy has brought upon her family. 
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks.
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks.
SPG: 4 marks.  The candidate demonstrates 'intermediate performance'.  Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable accuracy.

Examiner Comments

By including and going beyond the bullet points, candidates can often 
attain higher marks. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 16
'Rani and Sukh'

The question asked candidates to consider the theme of tragedy in the novel and was the 
more popular of the two 'Rani and Sukh' questions.  The three bullets guided candidates to 
consider: what happens to Rani and Sukh, why the events in the Punjab in the 1960s are 
important and why the links between generations are important.

Again, a full range of marks was awarded for this question, with many candidates 
demonstrating a sound understanding of the novel.

This example gains marks at the top of Band 4 for both Assessment Objectives.  
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The candidate addresses each of the bullet prompts and demonstrates a generally sound 
understanding of the novel. The response begins with an implicit link to ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ with the 'two star crossed lovers', but the candidate does not refer to 'tragedy' 
very often. There are some point, evidence, explain examples - but the response 
would have benefited from more examples from the text. Some ideas could have been 
developed further.
AO1: Band 4, 13 marks.
AO4: Band 4, 20 marks.
SPG:  3 marks. The candidate demonstrates 'intermediate performance'.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should refer to the key words in the question throughout the 
response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 17
'Riding the Black Cockatoo'

There were no responses to this question on Foundation tier.  Please refer to the 5ET1H 
report for an exemplar. 

Question 18
'Riding the Black Cockatoo'

There were fewer than five responses to this question relating to 'attitudes' in the text.  
Please refer to the 5ET1H report for an example.  

Question 19
'To Kill a Mockingird'

In this question, candidates were asked to consider how the Ewells are important in the 
novel. The three prompts asked candidates to consider: Mayella's relationship with Tom 
Robinson; how the Ewells are involved in Tom's trial and why Bob Ewell tries to gain revenge 
on Atticus.   

This was the more popular question of the two. Candidates were often able to answer this 
question with confidence and often commented on other points, such as references made to 
Burris Ewell and the Ewells being the 'White Trash' of the community.

The following is an example of a firm band 4 response.
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In this response, a number of points are made but are not always supported with relevant 
examples. For example, Bob Ewell is an 'aggressive, miserable, grumpy old man'.  Points 
are often relevant, but vague and would have benefited from further development.  The 
majority of the response is rather narrative and tends to re-tell the story.  
AO1: Band 4, 12 marks.
AO4: Band 4, 18 marks.
SPG: 4 marks.   The candidate meets the 'intermediate performance' criteria.

Examiner Comments

For each example provided, encourage candidates to say why the character 
or theme is important.

Examiner Tip
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Question 20
'To Kill a Mockingbird'

The question 'Explain the importance of 'mockingbirds' in the novel' was mostly answered 
very well.  The three prompts: what is said about mockingbirds; how some characters 
may be considered as 'mockingbirds' and how Scout learns from the actions of these 
'mockingbirds', enabled candidates to respond with confidence. Most candidates explored 
the theme and quoted Atticus' famous line, 'It is a sin to kill a mockingbird' and explored 
a range of characters, including Boo, Tom, Atticus and some referred to Mayella accusing 
Atticus of mocking her.  

Although very few examples were seen on Foundation tier, one example is included here. 

The following is an example of a response which is beginning to demonstrate a sound 
understanding of the importance of 'mockingbirds' in the novel.



70 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 71

Question A
Section A

No examples are provided for this section.  

In 'Section A' are placed those responses where candidates did not identify which question 
they were answering for examiners to mark.  There were 302 responses where candidates 
failed to identify which question they were answering - or had crossed more than one box.  
A reminder to candidates about this would be very helpful. 

Question B
Section B

There are no examples provided for 'Section B' (as explained in 'Section A') as these are 
responses where candidates have not identified which question they have responded 
to. For 'Section B', there were 415 responses which did not have the question number 
clearly marked. Wherever possible, we should like to get this large number of 'unidentified' 
responses reduced and very much appreciate your help with this through general reminders. 

Although some of this response is a little narrative, the candidate deals with each of 
the bullet points and has included some relevant textual detail. The candidate provides 
an example about Boo and later explains how the character can be considered a 
'mockingbird'. The response is beginning to demonstrate a sound understanding, but a 
wider range of examples and 'mockingbirds' could have been considered. 
AO1:  Band 5, 14 marks.
AO4:  Band 5, 21 marks.
SPG: 4 marks.  The candidate demonstrates 'intermediate performance'.

Examiner Comments

To secure higher marks provide a range of examples.

Examiner Tip



72 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01

Paper Summary
 Based on their performance on this paper, candidates and centres are offered the following 
advice:

•	 In Section A part (a) of the question, candidates do not need to provide quotations 
when outlining the key events

•	 Candidates should provide examples from the extract when responding to parts (b) and 
(c) to support the points made

•	 For part (d), candidates should select one extract from the text which illustrates the 
named theme or character

•	 Section A is not assessed for the social, cultural and historical context

•	 Candidates should be reminded to label each part of Section A clearly

•	 Candidates must be reminded to cross the relevant question number for each section

•	 Although there are fewer candidates writing their answers in the incorrect area of 
the answer booklet, centres should continue to remind candidates about where their 
responses should begin, by showing candidates examples of the answer booklet.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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