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Introduction 

In this series, there were a number of responses where candidates showed a very 
positive appreciation and analysis of poetry. This was particularly evident in the 
Unseen Poem, where examiners professed themselves pleased with the quality of 
response. There were also many good responses to the Anthology poems and, on both 
the (a) questions on the named poem and the (b) questions that looked for 
comparative points across two poems, some very thoughtful candidates revealed 
careful preparation of their chosen collection. On the (b) questions, there were some 
excellent comparisons, but a minority of weaker candidates struggled to compare the 
poems effectively. Rather than occasional links, comparisons throughout would have 
greatly improved their answers as many candidates had a thorough understanding of 
each. Centres might like to consider ways of helping candidates find and comment on 
similarities and differences between two poems, especially in their handling of similar 
thematic material. For example, in Q3 candidates were invited to look at the different 
forms of prejudice – verbal prejudice and physical damage to property and the 
writers' attitudes to these.  

Centres have taken heed of the advice which stressed the need for candidates to 
answer one whole question from Section B, with a separate part (a) on the given 
poem and the comparative part, (b)(i) or (b)(ii) – either a second stated poem or one 
of their own choice from the relevant collection. It was pleasing to note that many 
candidates had written in greater detail this series. However, it remains essential for 
candidates to label their responses clearly, so that examiners can see exactly where 
one part of the question ends and another begins.  
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Question 1 

Unseen poem 

The poem selected for 5ET2H was 'My Grandmother' by Elizabeth Jennings, a poem 
which presents a granddaughter's view on her difficult relationship with her 
grandmother. Most candidates showed clear engagement and understanding. One 
examiner noted that this question proved to be a good discriminator, with 
sufficient narrative element to allow less able candidates to do a 'workmanlike job of 
summarising content and ideas'.  

The more able candidates picked up on the regretful tone, the sense of guilt as well as 
the, possibly self-imposed, isolation of the grandmother from her family. Most 
candidates focused on the problematic relationship between the poet and the 
grandmother. There were many pertinent comments on 'my grandmother kept an 
antique shop – or it kept her', with many commenting on the significance of the 
caesura. Some candidates picked up on the image of the long narrow room and the 
dust linking both to the grandmother's death. A few struggled with why the poet 'was 
afraid' to go out with the grandmother, but many acknowledged that that was where 
the poet's feelings of guilt originated.  

In a number of candidates' responses, the thoughts and feelings expressed in the 
poem became somewhat lost in the emphasis given to the poetic devices used. An 
excessive focus on the use of particular parts of speech and the rhyme pattern meant 
that sometimes the candidates failed to make convincing connections between these 
points and the presentation of the writer's ideas. Indeed, this was something which 
differentiated the more successful from the less successful responses. Higher band 
responses combined analysis with a sense of overview, whereas weaker candidates 
pointed out features without developing comment on how these served the content 
and ideas.  

One examiner noted that candidates in general are increasingly using embedded 
quotations and far more sophisticated vocabulary, suggesting good teaching practice 
by centres.  
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These are the opening three paragraphs of a candidate's response to the Unseen 
Poem (Q1). 
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examiner comment 

This is an assured response with some sophisticated touches. There is 
a degree of empathy when focusing on the relationship. The response 
merited a low Band 5 mark of 17.  

 

examiner tip 

Note how the focus on language is precise and commented on with 
perception.  



 

GCSE English Literature 5ET2H 01 7

These are the two final paragraphs of a candidate's response to the Unseen Poem.  

 

 

examiner comment 

Throughout the response the candidate has displayed an understanding 
of the content and ideas expressed in the poem. A more focused and 
organised approach would have earned the response a higher mark. 
The overall mark given was Band 4 mark of 13.  
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examiner tip 

Candidates should stay focused on the task and on specific language 
features.  

 

Question 2 

Relationships 

2(a): 'Valentine’ was the poem selected for the candidates' comment. Many 
candidates engaged well with its ideas, showing understanding of the language and 
imagery, explaining for example the importance of the extended metaphor. However, 
the difference between the weaker and stronger candidates was that the weaker ones 
tended to summarise content and 'feature spot' without going into any detail about 
the connotations of the language. Stronger candidates showed considerable 
understanding and appreciation of Duffy's witty, unconventional ideas, as well as 
commenting on the writer's sense of realism. Examiners noted how quotations such as 
'It is a moon wrapped in browm [sic] paper' and 'Its platinum loops shrink to a 
wedding ring' proved to be very popular and were explored across the band range.  

2(b)(i): The named poem for comparison was 'The Habit of Light'. This did not prove 
to be a popular option. Many candidates who chose this question appeared to 
struggle, not fully understanding the nature of the relationship – that between a 
mother and daughter. Less able candidates wrote about a woman who was in love 
with her home and possessions and failed to make a connection to the love felt for her 
family which was shown through her dedication to create a beautiful home. Stronger 
candidates did pick up on the reference to light in both poems.  

2(b)(ii): This question proved a far more popular option and the candidates' choices 
were varied and appropriate. The most popular choice was 'Even Tho'. Candidates 
who chose this poem appeared to do well. More confident candidates made links to 
the desire for a permanent relationship and the idea of pain caused by a relationship 
with Nichols' sexual innuendos and the overriding idea of fun. Other choices included 
'Kissing', 'Nettles', ‘Sonnet 116’.  
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These are first two paragraphs of a response to the chosen poem 'Valentine', Q2(a).  

 

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a perceptive explanation of how the writer uses attitudes and 
feelings to create effect. There is an interesting insight into the nature 
of the relationship. The response was awarded a mark of 13 in Band 5.  
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examiner tip 

Note how the candidate comments on the imagery and is confident 
about using the term 'extended metaphor'.  

 

This is the second part and conclusion of the candidate’s response on Q2(a). 
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examiner comment 

The candidate is focused on the writer's craft and how it is used to 
effect. There is clear and relevant reference which places the response 
towards the top of Band 2, mark of 6. 

 

examiner tip 

Note how the candidate has worked methodically through the poem.  
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This is a short, but complete response to Q2(b)(ii). 
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examiner comment 

The candidate has produced an insightful response looking at how the 
two different kinds of love are expressed. However, this is rather a 
short and undeveloped response. The mark awarded was 11 in Band 4.  

 

examiner tip 

Note how the candidate constantly makes links and comparisons 
between the two poems.  
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 Question 3 

Clashes and collisions 

3(a): 'Half-Caste' was the named poem for comment. This was a very popular 
question and one which attracted a wide range of responses. One examiner noted that 
the candidates 'wrote with relish' about the poem's humour, mocking energy and 
sarcastic language. One candidate mentioned that this is a poem which needs to be 
read out loud to get the full effect! Many candidates displayed a strong personal 
engagement with the poem. Stronger candidates analysed the examples and 
imagery used by Agard – 'england weather' 'picasso' and 'tschaikovsky' [sic]. Less 
confident candidates appeared not to understand that it was the term 'half-caste' that 
the poet had issues with and treated the poem as a 'rant' (a common word used to 
describe the tone) against racial prejudice in general.  

3(b)(i): The named poem for comparison was 'Parade's End'. This proved to be a 
popular choice. Most candidates noted that Agard makes a stand, whereas Nagra does 
not. Stronger candidates made a good job of developing similarities as well as 
differences between the two texts. There was close attention to detail, including 
reference to colour. Many candidates also looked at the use of dialect. Weaker 
candidates tended towards the narrative approach, to which 'Parade's End' lent itself, 
often struggling to find closer links with 'Half-Caste'.  

3(b)(ii): With the candidates' own choice of poem, most popular proved to be 'The 
Class Game'. Most candidates were able to write about the racial and social prejudice. 
Other appropriate options included 'Your Dad did What?', 'Belfast Confetti' and 'Our 
Sharpville', all looking at the strong feelings expressed in the poems.   

This is the middle section of a candidate’s response to Q3(a). 
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examiner comment 

There is a sound awareness of the satirical tone of the poem. 
Comments are supported by appropriate textual references. The 
response was placed in Band 3 with a mark of 8.  

 

examiner tip 

When referring to language features, such as 'puns' or 'colloquial 
language', do not just list the feature, but show clearly the effect on 
the ideas in the poem.  
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This is the opening section of a response to Q3(a). 
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examiner comment 

This is an assured response. There is reference to the satirical and 
aggressive tone of the poem. The response was awarded a mark of 10 
in Band 4. 

 

examiner tip 

Note how the candidate 'launches' straight into the analysis, giving as 
strong an interpretation as possible.  
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This is the final section of a comparative response to Q3(b)(i), using the given poem 
of ‘Parade’s End’. 
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examiner comment 

This is a confident and detailed response, with the candidate making 
assured comparisons and links. This response was placed in the top of 
Band 4 with 12 marks.  
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examiner tip 

Note how the candidate homes in on the use of dialects for effect, 
linking and comparing the two.  

 

Question 4 

Somewhere, anywhere 

4(a): The set poem was 'London Snow'. There were very few responses for this 
section. The candidates who approached this question appeared to have done so with 
some success. There was a sound understanding of the writer’s craft and a range of 
relevant examples used.  

4(b)(i): Blake's 'London' was the named poem for comparison. Examiners noted a 
range of good comparisons and there was a high number of Band 4/5 responses.  

This is the middle section of a candidate's response to Question 4(a).  
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examiner comment 

This is an insightful and assured response. There is a sound awareness 
of how the poet uses imagery and language to effect.  

 

examiner tip 

Note how the candidate focuses on some of the features of the poem 
and explains their effect.  
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Question 5 

Taking a Stand 

5(a): The poem 'Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night' was chosen for candidates' 
comments. The poem seems to have been understood. Weaker candidates focused on 
'anger' as a catch-all description of the mood and adopted a narrative approach. 
Stronger candidates acknowledged the poet's desperation for his dying father to fight. 
There were some comments by more confident candidates on the importance of the 
formal structure and repetition in the poem.  

5(b)(i): The text chosen for comparison was 'Solitude'. Most candidates managed 
some kind of comparison in the sense of grasping the difference in attitude to death. 
Stronger candidates commented on their poets' attitudes to life and death.  

5(b)(ii): The most popular choice was 'Remember'. This proved to be an appropriate 
choice as there was a wide scope for comparison and linkage. There were some sound 
responses to the tone and mood of the set poem and that of the candidates' choice. 
Stronger candidates noted that neither poet uses the term 'Death' and compared the 
imagery used by both to convey the concept of death.  
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These are the two opening paragraphs of a candidate's response to Q5(a). 
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examiner comment 

This is a thoughtful response with a sound awareness of how the poet 
conveys his thoughts. There is some personal comment as to the 
structure of the poem. The response was placed in Band 3 with a mark 
of 9. 

 

examiner tip 

Make sure that a personal interpretation is always clearly supported: 
the comments on the poem's structure in this response need more 
analysis and thought. 
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These are two paragraphs from the middle section of a candidate’s response to 
Q5(b)(i). 
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GCSE English Literature 5ET2H 01 27

 

 

examiner comment 

This is quite a sound response with an awareness of the different ways 
the writers express their views and yet links have been found. The 
response was awarded a mark of 6 in Band 2.  

 

examiner tip 

The candidate refers to both poems and poets throughout the 
response, not treating them separately.  
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Paper summary 

Examiners commented on candidates' positive response to the poems, especially the 
Unseen Poem. Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are advised to: 

● make sure that particular requirements of the question are focused on  

● use their examples fully, analysing and commenting on them  

● make effective links and comparisons  

● keep separate and clearly label the two parts of Section B  

● answer in the correct section of the paper. 
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Grade boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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