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Introduction

This English Literature examination lasts an hour and forty-five minutes - approximately
fifty minutes for each section. The questions on this paper have been designed to enable
candidates to show what they can achieve in relation to the detailed study of two texts.

The total number of marks available is 80.

Study of Prose Texts

Section A: One text from the Literary Heritage (4 part question) - no choice of question
(40 marks).

Section B: One text from Different Cultures (essay) - choice of two questions (40 marks).

The following examples cover the complete range of texts studied. The 'Examiner Tips'
are intended to provide useful points for all texts. The comments and points relating to
each response can also be applied to all texts.
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Question 1

Animal Farm was by far the most popular text in Section A. Candidates were provided with
an extract from Chapter 8 and for part (a) were asked to outline the key events from the
beginning of Chapter 6 up to the extract, which was often answered in too much detail or
included events before or after the suggested area of text.

For part (b) of the question, the theme of dishonesty was often the weakest response.
There was often a lack of language analysis and candidates did not select specific words or
phrases to illustrate how the dishonesty is conveyed. Specific terms are not essential, but
candidates should try to pick out specific words or phrases and say how these convey the
theme.

Part (c) focused on the character of Napoleon and tended to be the strongest part of the
question, with several points about the character identified from the extract.

For Part (d) most candidates selected an appropriate area of text in order to explore the theme
of dishonesty. The most popular choice was where Boxer was taken away from the farm.

As this was the most popular option, two examples have been provided.

This is an example of a brief response. The candidate has provided a response to all parts
of the question, but has clearly struggled for ideas.
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(Section A continued)
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Examiner Comments

Part (a) The candidate has appropriately listed some 'key' events although is
sometimes vague, such as: 'Napoleon keeps making more and more rules'.
Specific points would have benefited the response such as by saying how Napoleon
is 'making it hard'. The chronology is limited and a mark at the top of Band 2 is
awarded.

Part (b) The three lines provide a valid point, but this is a basic response.

Part (c) All of the points listed by the candidate are valid, but the response fails to
refer to the extract. Evidence of these could have been been provided in order to
qualify for a mark in a higher band. The response is basic.

Part (d) The candidate has identified an appropriate area of text, but the response
is so brief, it can only receive a mark at the top of Band 1.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Remind candidates to support points made with
evidence from the extract(s).
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In this response, the candidate has worked extremely hard and has supported points made
with evidence from the extract(s).

F e P
: ’0) \(‘Sh J s f“nqd eNe.. Su-r\dfs, e s o B ot S AR DS ,OOsPOIECm i

Onpwncad. ek e\ J&’_Aala} OM PO \10:9

\ oS Sodledt () \'\0 ............... W&Sn ...................... ‘H&GZ ........... W tf\dm(}'l .
2w ab L eangSolyy wgﬂ) ..................................................................................................................

'W\rdb

o

Misewble  tradker Mw O etk

............

(Section A continued)

%Cﬂhb e onieels, _cre Conwines

Sy, Do e \awe Ciaon ;b 'f_.f_".__'fff fﬁ[ﬁ]ﬁ[
Sixfn c@mmwm+ b@i‘m No..onimod....

6 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01



;e
1w e - e © i

P qp ”J«M&c\amﬁma&m hol wos 4 le
lkwuf Qupaen | s deviie . oo, odco V8

(Section A continued)

lowr Mo onmids . WS alce Swws
dmmw@hw Ollﬁhmeg,ﬂ“ ther Gk

GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 7



oS e @M fazm e SCpfWE. Y here.
bronn 10, {-m» Ok@&es* .EOV%QM‘, -LEM mr\:«jy
J& )(-\J'" .QMM BN 07, LV ] W ,.J}Y?.'h.,s_........la.ck .......

8 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01




\-}ef S QS Mf &stw&& m@g,h
(@a e (o I aAcoLal Gor exmm*fxo
ST @,\c.lm\ Yo e anitned.
Broadr  glechalle  edzed

.................................................................................................................................

(\xwum Nusotse Ve LQ e s peple

bp ()3 Wy bdf@u@
- Srww has

33&(3{::‘ 2eolh aJ\AO‘P' oo lﬁ oz, 9‘-"\" home
vk 0o OYnoRe W Ry

_ sﬁ,h’w@u}

GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01

9



10

; S . L B
DT—H ______________ QNN aroonk | OF: . COwek.. LV e, Oedean....
s by ds ey by Sy i M4 Srddes

s Qowe togetlur  Wall Owotter . Rt D p

O Plon lo comvee M oher  arvnede Sk
Sttt Ve leen  geoesss fhena Lemb o
Rspabir (ore BSy s g ot ool

GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01



(Section A continued)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Part (a) The candidate has demonstrated a sound understanding of the key events within the selected
area of the novel. These events could have been numbered or bulleted to save the candidate some time.
It is not necessary to structure the response, but the correct chronology is vital. This response gained full
marks at the top of Band 5.

Part (b) This sustained response provides a number of examples, which are supported with relevant
quotations from the extract. Any references to the Russian Revolution are irrelevant, as the social,
cultural and historical context of the novel is not assessed in Section A. The candidate has made sound
reference to how the writer achieves effects and gains full marks for this response.

Part (c) In this response, the candidate does not keep within the extract and the final paragraph refers to
Chapter 7. The candidate has used 'mostly relevant evidence' and gains a mark at the top of Band 2.

Part (d) The candidate has chosen an extract from Chapter 7 and each of the long paragraphs provides
evidence and offers some development. Again, the references to the Russian Revolution are irrelevant,
but do not negate other points. This gains a mark in Band 5.

The social, cultural and historical context is NOT
assessed in Section A.
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Question 2

The question for The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde asked candidates to respond to
an extract from 'The Last Night'. For part (a) candidates were asked to outline the events
that 'follow on' from the extract to the end of the novella. Some examiners reported that
some candidates outlined key events 'up to' the extract or had often omitted to include
'Henry Jekyll's Full Statement of the Case', which suggests that candidates need some
practice when preparing for this part of the question.

Parts (b) and (c) focused on the theme of fear and Part (c) the character of Poole.

On the whole, the responses seen were successful and many candidates gained marks in
the higher bands.

This is an example of a response that demonstrates some time management issues. The
candidate answered parts (a) and (d) particularly successfully, but the responses for parts
(b) and (c) are not as strong.
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(Section A continued)
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Examiner Comments

Part (a) The candidate has spent too long on this section, not leaving enough time for the
other parts of the question. The response retells the story from the extract to the end of the
novel and is in too much detail. Despite this, full marks were awarded for this part of the
question as it is sound and chronology is accurate.

Part (b) The candidate makes two points, but the first is undeveloped and too vague. The
second point almost re-phrases the question. This is a limited response.

Part (c) An occasional understanding of the character is evident. The candidate suggests
that Poole is: 'afraid’, 'worrying', 'depressed' and 'suspicious', but the candidate does
not support all of these ideas with references to the extract.

Part (d) The candidate has selected an appropriate section of the novella when Dr Lanyon
witnesses Jekyll's transformation and has included several quotations. A number of valid
points are made and there is a focus on, and references, to the question. There is an
attempt to analyse the language, although there is some misinterpretation relating to 'slow
movement', which keeps this response at the top of Band 4.

OQ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Time management is very important.

Candidates should spend about 10 minutes on each of parts (a),
(b) and (c) and about 15 minutes on part (d).
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Question 3

The Hound of The Baskervilles question was mostly successful. Candidates were presented
with an extract from Chapter 13 and for part (a) were asked to outline key events that
follow on from the extract up to the end of the novel. Part (b) concentrated on the theme of
revealing the truth within the extract. Often it seemed as if candidates struggled with this
as the word 'revealed' seemed to have been overlooked and candidates did not explore the
gradual process of the revelation. Candidates were able to answer part (c) more confidently
and identified a range of points about Holmes' character. Part (d) was more successful than
part (b). Often candidates chose an extract from where Holmes is revealed as the man on
the tor or when Beryl Stapleton is revealed as Stapleton's wife.

This is a most successful response, gaining full marks for parts (a), (b) and (c).
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(Section A continued)
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(Section A continued)
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(Section A continued)
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Examiner Comments

Part (@) The candidate provides a simple list of key events, which are in the correct
chronological order. There are sufficient events to demonstrate a sound understanding of
the text.

Part (b) This is a sound response as there is a clear focus on the question and the candidate
refers to several examples and authorial intent.

Part (c) The candidate has identified a number of points about Holmes' character, such as:
'observant', 'self adamirable [sic]' and 'aragant [sic]' and others. There is some repetition of
the 'accomplishment' point, but there are two separate examples provided. The response

is sound.

Part (d) The candidate has chosen to write about the first meeting between Miss Stapleton
and Watson. Some valid points have been made, but some could have been developed
further. The candidate occasionally refers to other parts of the novel. A mark at the top of
Band 4 is awarded.

us

A
@ ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

For Part (a), candidates can either list, bullet or write in continuous
prose. The 'key' events do not need to be detailed, but do need to
include specific events. The response does not have to read like a

'mini essay' to be an answer.
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Question 4

There were fewer than 200 responses for Felicia's Journey. Most of these demonstrated

an engagement with the text and candidates demonstrated a sound understanding of the
extract(s). Candidates were presented with an extract from Chapter 4 and for part (a) were
asked to outline key events that followed on from the extract up to the end of Chapter 7.
Part (b) focused on relationships within the extract; Part (c) the character of Johnny and
part (d) relationships in another part of the novel.

In this response, the candidate has selected a range of examples from the extract; but
the response would have often benefited from further comment or a sharper focus on the
question.
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Part (a) The candidate has included some key events from Chapter 6, but does not mention her visit
to the police station in Chapter 5 or any events featuring Hilditch. Some points are in more detail
than they need to be; key events can be listed rather than in continuous prose. A mark at the top
of Band 4 is awarded.

Part (b) Although some relevant examples from the extract have been selected, often the
'relationships' within the extract are not made clear. There is comment that the relationship
beteween Felicia and Johnny is 'a bit rushed'. The response gains a mark at the top of Band 3 as
the candidate makes some reference to how the writer achieves effect although language is not
fully explored.

Part (c) The candidate has demonstrated a generally sound understanding of Johnny's character,
although more points could have been made - such as how he is perhaps using Felicia or how
confident he appears to be.

Part (d) The candidate has selected an extract from Chapter 10 at the 'Gathering House'. Mostly
relevant examples have been selected, but more reference as to what this shows us about the
relationships within the extract needed to be made. A mark in Band 4 is awarded.

)

ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

Candidates should try to explain how each example
used in parts (b), (c) and (d) answers the question.
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Question 5

The Pride and Prejudice question was, on the whole, successful. In part (a) candidates were
asked to outline the key events from the beginning of Chapter 56 up to the extract; part (b)
explored the theme of love; part (c) the character of Elizabeth; and part (d) love in another
part of the novel. Often candidates spent too much time on one part of the question rather
than spending equal time on each.

This response is a good example of a mostly successful response, but the candidate has
spent too much time on part (b) of the question and did not have enough time to answer
part (c) in enough detail.
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{Section A continued)

%%o% a Pmud mqn

love and secidldlass.

DTQB Qﬂﬁ LQVQ \f\"t’h\s QKJ(T&C:E b&

Uy saling fo. E1126 WY DAY (S
000 EKS Khad ne finds far very bauuful
aNA ACIE @ call hor by hor readne
ok Toho,ra&mq ALy, This oS hofinds

""f'f_.f"f.cf"_.jmm@S5@3 Inever smetodu.
ro grugive you pan’ T

quote implios YW Dafcg iS. @CCULm s ackians
and Loomgbact at Uhokhe hassaldanddane
ATUS bnex& Wt and gerd:(@ .
oS Elizaiotn.
S(ng al QS(I o Elizcbeth ‘did
romg {ox | mg i pertinence?’ ThisGUoe
WANES totnow i€ Elizaketh
o he doted. Thisalso .
ha ho ixesto reFleck bdCt nuhakhe
\(}\S}’\Owgms a.very SolE reflected
- Flizaboth Hhon Saus o fdck i+
You were Sick of Civility, o Q@mﬂce,oeo%qoug

aﬂmmﬁ This SGGRSLS Hhald Elizaleth isnot

26 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01



(Section A continued)

alraudo Scu lf\ouJShQ{?Qe ahd. uha Sho g

oot ! "your{@mg
IS GUOTe SUQRPSS Knat Elizakoesn liced mr
s \OPI’\QQ S\r\Q nces n o AUl tn.

Eliz 00 U ho mighk hawe tharyhtef
her' Tobe Rk ), YOULKNRW NO ack s

Love" TisHellS us Elizareth isvesy Okgen.........._. 3¢
_OHQr peopie cmd oS 1o taink widd the Other
person s thin Cing,. Elizabeinis verySare (f Uhas
Sho 1S Suying and aUeS lbouk LOV This Shows

Sho XNOWS oW (ove (A adkeck Sar hQu
Noarto o end Elizdbeth

\lice eqCh othor
@mﬂong MO

fno’ s quoie imp)ieS e chaaerof Elizbe

0SSO liices b thint. Whas Otha.r PICPR Hing
of-hor. She'is very shal AhQX GuestinSag
very, direck. DAXUY LellS Elizctbokh Uk ha.

\l

- Hhought dehar.”

GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01

MCZCeIINS Yo urrediaur dna.

27



28

(Section A continued)
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(Section A continued)
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Examiner Comments

Part (a) The candidate has identified some key events and tended to focus on the themes
demonstrated in each section, rather than focusing on summarising the 'story' from the
identified section of the novel.

Part (b) The candidate has demonstrated a sound understanding of the theme. A range of
examples from the extract has been selected and the candidate employs PEE throughout
the response.

Part (c) The response is limited and gains a mark at the top of Band 1. To qualify for a
higher band, examples from the extract are required, using short PEEs such as: 'Elizabeth is
confident, an example of this is "You were disgusted with the women..." This shows that she
is confident as she is direct and to the point.’

Part (d) The candidate has selected a relevant extract from the beginning of the novel in
which to explore the theme of love. A range of examples has been presented, but the
candidate does not always focus on what this shows us about /ove in the extract. More
explicit reference to the question is needed.

OO ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip
Short Point, Evidence, Explain and more examples

('short PEEs; more e.g.') are often a more successful
approach to parts (b), (c) and (d).
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Question 6

For part (a) the candidates were asked to outline the key events from the beginning of
Chapter 5 up to the extract, which presented them with a range of points that could have
been selected. Part (b) required candidates to explore Pip's feelings of injustice; part

(c) Estella and part (d) injustice in another part of the novel. Often the responses seen
demonstrated an understanding of the theme and empathy for the character of Pip.

In this response the candidate clearly expresses ideas, but there are not enough examples
to qualify for marks in the higher bands.
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(Section A continued}
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Examiner Comments

Part (@) The candidate selects some key events from Chapters 5, 7 and 8. There is no reference to
Chapter 6 and some of the events could have been unpicked more. For example, the first point 'the
convicts get caught' summarised the chapter too briefly. More key events from Chapter 5 could have
been included, such as Magwitch is captured whilst fighting with Compeyson, or Magwitch does not
tell the soldiers it was Pip who gave him food.

Part (b) The candidate has selected one example from the extract and misses the opportunity of
exploring the injustice he feels as a result of Estella's harsh treatment of him. More examples of
injustice from the extract are needed.

Part (c) The candidate identified that Estella is 'rude’, has 'no interest in Pip' and is 'cruel'. A mark in
Band 2 is awarded. Further examples of Estella's character would have qualified the response for a
mark in the top band.

Part (d) The candidate has selected an extract from Chapter 44 in order to explore Pip's feeling
of injustice. Although a relevant extract has been selected, the candidate has only provided one
example from it. The candidate would have realised more success if more points had been made,
such as Pip's reaction to the news and how the writer has used language in order to convey Pip's
feeling of injustice.

A
Q ResultsP
Examiner Tip

For Parts (b), (c) and (d), candidates need to select and use as many examples from the extract(s)
as possible. From the given extract, candidates would often realise greater success by selecting the
evidence first, perhaps by highlighting specific words and phrases, then using these to form short
PEE responses.

Rather than copying longer quotations, specific words or short phrases should be used, as one
sentence within the extract may provide the candidate with several examples.

us

GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 33



34

Question 7

Anita and Me was not a popular option for centres, with very few candidates responding

to this question. The question asked candidates to consider why Anita and her family are
important in the novel. Most candidates responded to each of the prompts and often went

beyond these, which secured marks in the higher bands.

This essay has been included to show a very successful response that gained full marks.
The response is sustained and supports the many points made with relevant examples from

the text.
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B contin ed}
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(Section B continued)

QM M hockzed ok e dosns. Vams_
..._._.b.f.,c_ ot Wy 4 ™ uo Wonemen

Awbka uor comsidens w ]—o e. A Naw

Iy e R un v Ma
S

)

The candidate maintains a sharp focus on the question and often refers to the key words in the
question throughout the response.

Examiner Comments

A range of examples has been provided and the response begins by identifying how Anita and
Meena contrast. The importance of Anita as a 'role model' is developed and how her lying and
popularity influences Meena. The candidate considers specific episodes from the novel and
addresses all of the bullet prompts. There is a focused conclusion which answers the question.

The social, cultural and historical context of the novel is integrated within the response and is
demonstrated through the candidate's examples of events, characters and actions selected from
the novel.

The candidate has clearly demonstrated a sound understanding of the novel.

Examiner Tip

The social, cultural and historical context (AO4) is often demonstrated
through the events, actions and characters of a novel.
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Question 8

The thematic question for Anita and Me asked candidates to explain why racism is important

in the novel.

Of the two questions offered, this was the most popular choice for candidates,

who often demonstrated a sound understanding of the novel.

In contrast to the example provided for Question 7, this example is very brief and only
offers a basic response to the novel.
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(Section B contlnued]
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ﬁ ResultsP

Plus )
Examiner Comments

but is not completed - possibly due to the candidate
running out of time.

)

Plus

O ¢
The candidate introduces the essay, but does not Examiner Tip
provide any specific examples of racism in the text. The . . .
second paragraph begins with an appropriate example, Remind candidates to spend approximately

45 - 50 minutes on this section of the paper.
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Question 9

There were fewer than 20 responses for both Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress
guestions. The majority of the responses seen demonstrated a sound understanding of

the novel, often achieving marks at the top of the bands. Responses were often maturely
expressed and sustained.

Question 9 asked candidates to explain why the Little Chinese Seamstress is an important
character in the novel. Bullet prompts drew candidates' attention to her relationship with
Lou, her actions after Lou leaves to visit his sick mother, and why she leaves Phoenix
Mountain.

The following example gained full marks for both assessment objectives. It is a sustained
response which demonstrates a secure and sound understanding of the novel.
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate maintains a sharp focus on the character and provides
a number of examples from the text to support the points made. The
candidate comments that her suggestion of stealing the suitcase of books

'changed the rest of the story' and explores the Seamstress's education
and relationship with Lou.

The candidate has consistently demonstrated a sound understanding.

Examiner Tip

More successful responses will explain how and why a

named character is important in the novel through the
examples selected.
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Question 10

There were very few responses to this question on Balzac and the Little Chinese
Seamstress, which asked candidates to consider why love is important in the novel. Of the
responses seen, the majority gained marks in the top bands.

This is a sound response and the candidate answers each of the bullet prompts.
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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<Eﬂ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate focuses on the theme of love and discusses Lou's love for the
Little Chinese Seamstress; how the Narrator copes with his own love for her;
and how Lou and the Narrator are affected when she leaves Phoenix Mountain.

The response is sustained and supported with relevant examples from the text.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Candidates should refer frequently to the key words in
the question.
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Question 11

A full range of responses was seen for the Heroes questions. This question asked
candidates to explain why Nicole is an important character in the novel. Candidates

were provided with prompts to consider her relationhip with Francis before and after the
war and her relationship with Larry LaSalle. Some examiners reported that there was
some confusion as to the end of the novel, with some candidates believing that Nicole
and Francis live happily ever after. Some candidates appeared to deal with the bullet
points independently of the main question, as they did not say why Nicole is an important
character in the novel.

This is a very brief response, which only provides a basic understanding of the text.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has provided a summary saying why Nicole is
important in the novel, but has not provided specific examples.

A

Results#

Examiner Tip

In order to qualify for marks in higher bands,
candidates must provide specific examples in relation
to the question.
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Question 12

In this Heroes question, candidates were asked to explore the theme of betrayal in the
novel. The prompts guided candidates to consider Larry LaSalle's words and actions; why
Francis is angry with him and how Nicole is betrayed.

The candidate has demonstrated some understanding of the theme and this is occasionally
supported by relevant textual evidence. Marks in Band 3 are appropriate for this response.
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Examiner Comments

LN
7
4

The candidate tends to focus only on Francis's feeling of betrayal.
Some valid points have been made, which are supported with some

textual evidence. The candidate does not deal with all of the prompts
and some ideas are not clear.

2@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

A brief plan could help candidates focus their ideas.

Candidates should be reminded to answer all of the

prompts, but they should also remember to address
the main question.
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Question 13

The Of Mice and Men questions were very popular. In this character question, candidates
were asked to consider the importance of Curley within the novel, but some candidates
either misread the question or diverged and wrote about Curley's wife. Many candidates
successfully explored key areas of the text to illustrate where Curley featured, but often did
not consider why he is an important character within the novel.

Examiners reported that some very successful responses had been seen and they were
impressed with comments relating to Curley being a barrier to the American Dream. Other
comments from examiners suggested that candidates spent too long on one area and often
included some lengthy descriptions of when Curley's hand is crushed. Others commented
that some candidates referred more to the film rather than to the novel. Candidates were
including the social, cultural and historical context more successfully into their responses,
illustrating this through the examples of events and character, rather than adding
generalised historical points that were not rooted with examples from the text.

Two examples have been prowded The first is a brief response which prowdes a basic answer.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate makes reference to one quotation and one main
point. There is not enough here to qualify the response for a
mark in the higher bands.

)

Resu

Examiner Tip

Candidates should include a range of examples from
across the text.
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In contrast to the previous response, this is an example of an answer that gained full marks
for both assessment objectives. The response is sustained and includes a range of examples.
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%Results@lus Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip
The candidate maintains a focus on the character and begins
by exploring Curley's appearance, making relevant points about Remind candidates to provide a brief
his 'high-heeled boots'. The response continues by discussing conclusion which explicitly answers
Curley's body language, which reflects his temperament the question.

and attitude towards others. Due to the sheer number of

points made about the character, a sound understanding is
demonstrated. More reference to the question and a conclusion
would have enhanced the response further, but holistically it is
answering the question.
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Question 14

This Of Mice and Men question was the most popular by far. The question drew focus to
George and Lennie's dream and the bullet prompts directed candidates to explore what they
say about the dream, how Candy is affected and finally how Crooks feels about the dream.
Some candidates omitted to discuss Crooks's thoughts and feelings about the dream and did
not refer to his offer of help towards the end of the fourth section. Often candidates would
explain about Curley's wife being killed, but would spend too long on explaining what her
dream was, when the focus of the question was on George and Lennie's dream. There was
a great deal of awareness about the American Dream, although often the points made were
not illustrated with specific examples from the novel.

As this was the most popular response, a range of examples has been provided,

This is an example of a basic response, gaining marks in Band 1.

L (% A T NIRRT S L

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate makes some relevant points, but has not actually said
what George and Lennie's dream is. The response does make some
reference to Candy.

In order to qualify for a mark in a higher band, the candidate would
need to identify George and Lennie's dream and provide a greater
range of examples.
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This second example gains marks at the top of Band 2, as the response is 'limited'.
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(Section B continued)
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Examiner Comments

This response sometimes includes appropriate examples with close reference,
rather than direct quotations, to the novel. The candidate paraphrases and makes
some reference to George and Lennie's dream, albeit briefly. Points often lack
clarity or focus and there is some confusion when the candidate refers to Curley
instead of Candy. The final paragraph is mainly an overview about the treatment
that Crooks receives. The phrase 'he wants in' suggests Crooks' desire to be part of
the dream. Responses need to be more sharply rooted in the text.

Examiner Tip

Candidates can either uses quotations, refer to specific
examples, or paraphrase when providing examples in
Section B.
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This was one of our exemplar scripts which demonstrates how a candidate can gain marks
in Band 5 by simply making some very 'sound' comments.
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Examiner Comments

This brief response has its strengths. The candidate has included some detailed close
reference and some paraphrasing in order to support some perceptive comments that
have been made. For example, the candidate refers to Crooks 'crushing Lennie's dream'
and 'Lennie was not in his dream physically, but mentally he was already there' and
then ending with the strong point: 'Lennie's dream was the only one that came true'.

Through the candidate's use of economic expression, a sound understanding has been
demonstrated.

Examiner T|p

A response does not need to be several pages long in
order to demonstrate a 'sound' understanding - as this
script clearly demonstrates.
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Question 15

The character question for Rani and Sukh focused on Divvy. Candidates had three prompts
to consider: Divvy's relationship with Rani; how his father expects him to behave; and how
Rani and Sukh are affected by Divvy's actions. These prompts provided candidates with a
wide range of points that they could have included in their essays. A range of responses
was seen, but often candidates did not deal with each of the points in sufficient detail.

This is a basic response to the question, which superficially deals with each of the bullet
prompts. For each of the ideas, the candidate could have provided closer textual reference
and offered some exploration of each point made.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate clearly knows the story, but has simply not
provided enough detail or close reference to the text. The
response can only gain marks in Band 1 as it is a basic response
with limited textual reference.

A

Examiner Tip

Candidates should answer ALL of the bullet prompts in
as much detail as possible.
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Question 16

The theme of family relationships was the focus for this Rani and Sukh question.

Candidates were asked to explore the similarities and differences between the Bains and
Sandhu families and how Rani and Sukh are affected by the actions of their families. This
proved to be a less popular option for candidates with fewer than 100 responses seen. A

full range of marks was awarded and candidates engaged with the text.

This response gains marks in Band 4, as it demonstrates a mostly sound understanding of

the text and is mostly supported by relevant textual reference.
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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Examiner Comments

There is a generally sound understanding of the theme of family relationships.
The candidate often refers to the question, but points could have been
developed further and supported with some closer textual reference. Had, for
example, some examples been followed with some comment and the final point
about 'humiliation' been explained in more detail, the response could have
qualified for marks in the top band.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Encourage candidates always to make a comment
following a specific example and make reference to
the key words in the question.
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Question 17

Riding the Black Cockatoo remains the least popular text choice, but the responses seen are
often successful. Candidates are often sympathetic to the context and Aboriginal culture
and the text lends itself to the exploration of the social, cultural and historical context.

In this character question, candidates were asked to explore how John is changed by the
past and were provided with prompts to consider John's childhood memories of Aborigines;
what he learns about Aboriginal culture and how he is affected by these experiences. On
the whole, candidates dealt with all of these prompts.

This is an example of a response gaining marks in Band 5 for both assessment objectives.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate answers each of the bullet points and keeps a sharp focus on
how John is changed by the past. A range of examples supports the points
made and the social, cultural and historical context is integrated within the
answer. The candidate explores how John has learnt that his and his family's
past beliefs about Aboriginal cultures were wrong and takes some ownership
of this, stating: 'I was really trying to justify a wrong doing'. The selection of
evidence and navigation around the text demonstrates a secure and sound
understanding.

us

A
2@ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

A range of methods can be used to explore characters.
This can be achieved through the themes of a text,

by chapter, key events, or the social, cultural and
historical context.
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Question 18

Although there were very few responses to this Riding the Black Cockatoo question,
candidates responded confidently to the theme of learning in the text. The three prompts
aided candidates and asked them to consider the events that change people, what people
learn from the handover ceremony, and how people change by what they learn.

This is an example of a response gaining marks in Band 5. The candidate demonstrates a
sound understanding throughout the response.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate begins with a clear focus on the question. The point about
when John 'discovers the skull' is not exactly right, as it was an ornament
he grew up with, but this does not negate any positive points. Each of the
bullet points has been addressed and appropriate examples are provided
to support the points made.

The response would have benefited from a clear conclusion and some
closer reference, such as how John's father changes.

Examiner T|p

Answering each bullet point, and providing examples
for each, can help to secure higher marks.
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Question 19

To Kill a Mockingbird questions were on the whole successfully answered. In this character
guestion, candidates were asked to consider the importance of Scout within the novel. The
prompts looked for points about Scout's relationship with Atticus, what she learns from
Tom's trial and how she is affected by events after the trial. Several candidates included
these points and included some of their own, such as Scout's education. Some less
successful responses tended to believe Scout is a boy and found the third bullet difficult to

answer.

The following response gained full marks for both assessment objectives. The candidate
has demonstrated a sound understanding throughout the essay.
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response begins with some focused planning. Although planning does not gain
any marks, examiners do look at it and will take into consideration any points that are
made if the candidate runs out of time.

The candidate deals with each of the prompts and provides evidence for the points
made. The response is confident, and includes some points about how Scout 'has
overcome her prejudisim [sic]', and how her attitudes towards Boo change. Again, a
clear conclusion is lacking in the response, but there is enough evidence for the marks
to be awarded.

By including and going beyond the bullet points,
candidates can often attain higher marks.
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Question 20

The theme question in To Kill a Mockingbird related to racism. Most candidates responded

confidently to the question and had been well-p
responded to each of the bullet prompts, which
characters who are racist, the trial and how raci
County. There were some sweeping statements

repared. The majority of candidates
related to the words and actions of

sm affects characters in Maycomb

relating to the social, cultural and historical

context such as how all black people were treated at the time throughout America and

often these points were not made in relation to
response.

the examples that had been provided in the

This a limited response. The candidate has made some valid points, but it is likely they ran
out of time as the planning suggests that the candidate had other points to make.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response begins with a plan, which has clearly helped the candidate to focus ideas.

The candidate begins the essay with some social, cultural and historical background
relating to the Scottsboro Trials and racism throughout America. The second paragraph

begins to discuss the novel and includes some textual evidence, but there is little there
relating to the novel itself.

The marks for both assessment objectives are placed at the top of Band 2, as in the
planning there are some ideas that the candidate has not had the opportunity to write
about, such as Mr Underwood's comments in the Maycomb Tribune.

A
@ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

The social, cultural and historical context must support the

points and examples provided from the text and should not be
treated separately.

The essay must be a literary one; not historical. AO4 is more often
assessed through the characters, events and themes within the novel
and the examples provided by the candidate. Any historical points
should be in support of the evidence provided - and this does not
have to dominate the response.
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Section A

No examples are provided for this section. In 'Section A' are those responses where
candidates did not identify which question they were answering and these responses are
placed here for examiners to mark. There were 366 responses where candidates failed
to identify which question they were answering - or had crossed more than one box. A
reminder would be helpful.

Section B

There are no examples provided for 'Section B' (as explained for 'Section A') as these are
responses where candidates have not identified which question they have responded to.
For Section B, there were over 500 responses which did not have the question number
clearly marked. Wherever possible, we should like to get this large number of 'unidentified
responses' reduced and very much appreciate your help with this through general
reminders.

Paper Summary

A full range of responses was seen throughout the marking of the paper with
candidates demonstrating an understanding and appreciation of the texts that they had
studied. Many candidates have gained marks in the top three bands.

Candidates often spent too long on part (a) of Section A, to the detriment of other areas of
the paper and often this meant that part (d) of the question was either too brief or, in some
instances, not attempted. More specific feedback has been provided in the body of this
report. For part (a) of Section A, candidates should remember simply to 'outline' the key
events rather than writing in detail. A bullet-pointed list is sufficient.

For Section A, the key message is to remind candidates that they should only refer to the
extract for Parts (a), (b) and (c) of the question. Any points or comments made from
outside of the extract are not creditworthy. For Section A, the social, cultural and historical
context (AO4) is not assessed.

By far, the most popular texts are Animal Farm and Of Mice and Men. There were very few
responses for Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress and Riding the Black Cackatoo.

There were some candidates who attemped both of the questions relating to their text.
Candidates should be reminded that they should only answer one question from Section B.

Successful essay responses were those that focused on the bullet points of the question,
developing these points and often demonstrating some insight. Candidates often supported
their points with textual evidence and there were fewer 'historical' essays that simply
focused on the social, cultural and historical background of the texts rather than providing a
response to the text.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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