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Introduction

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and
comments, for all of the questions.

This was the first examination of the new specification in English Literature. The
examination has two papers, Paper 1 on Prose (Literary Heritage and Different Cultures)
(50%) and Paper 2 (this paper) on Poetry, consisting of an unseen poem and questions

on the new Edexcel Anthology (25%). In addition, there is the Controlled Assessment on
Shakespeare/Contemporary drama (25%). The first question on Paper 2 is compulsory, and
candidates must answer on one of the four themed collections of poems from the Anthology,
writing first on a named poem and then comparing this with either a named poem (b)(i) or
a poem of their choice (b)(ii). Of the four collections, the most commonly chosen were A
'Relationships' and B 'Clashes and Collisions', although a number of candidates chose each
of C 'Somewhere, Anywhere' and D 'Taking a Stand'. The examination is assessed for the
quality of candidates’ response to poetry, including the capacity to make links between
poems. The Assessment Objectives for the paper are:

AO2: Explain how language, structure and form contribute to writers’ presentation of
ideas, themes and settings (assessed in Section A and in Section B, question (a)); AO3:
Make comparisons and explain links between texts (assessed in question (b)(i) or (b)(ii)).
Examiners are looking for signs that candidates are responding to the language and ideas
of the poems on which they are focusing.

The responses from candidates had positive features. Examiners were impressed by:

evidence that many had understood the content and ideas of the chosen poems. There were
a number of sound responses where candidates engaged clearly with the poems.

Many were able to select suitable examples of the poets’ language, and to offer comment
that related these examples to the ideas and themes of the poems: some were used to
applying the 'point, example, explanation' approach to language analysis appropriate
comparisons between poems which approached a similar theme in often different ways.

Less successful responses:showed an insecure grasp of the poems’ meanings and ideas
failed to support their points by appropriate textual evidence.

Wrote reasonably about each of the two poems but failed to make clear

connections, struggling to compare the poems effectively; centres might like to look at
ways of helping candidates to focus on similarities and differences between two poems,
particularly in their handling of similar thematic material.

One examiner, voicing the thoughts of many, commented: 'Once again, one comes away
full of admiration for what some candidates achieve under the pressure of examination
conditions, and how well they have been prepared by their teachers.'
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Question 1
Section A: Unseen Poem
Question 1

The poem selected for the unseen poem was ‘Messy Room’ by Seth Silverstein, a humorous
and quite straightforward piece on a theme to which teenagers might be expected to relate.
This question discriminated well, with better candidates able to deal soundly, and often
quite interestingly, with the poem, and even most weaker ones able to respond at their level
to the ideas and language, appreciating the central joke about the identity of the room'’s
owner and the importance of this for the structure of the poem. A number of the visual
jokes were clearly understood, with appropriate comment in many cases. For example, a
Band 2 candidate appreciated the alliterative phrase ‘workbook is wedged in the window’,
and suggested that the writer might have been trying to shift the blame to someone else.

A top Band 3 candidate, however, was able to go beyond this in exploring how the writer
builds the picture of ‘mess’ through vivid imagery, and in suggesting how the use of caesura
contributed to the effect. A Band 5 response interpreted soundly the use of rhetorical
guestions and spotted how the tight structure of rhyming couplets contrasted with the
disorganised state it was describing: a high-level response which it was gratifying to find at
this level.

This is the first part of a candidate's response to the Unseen Poem (Question 1).
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”

The candidate shows real understanding and
engagement, therefore meriting an overall mark at
the top of Band 5 (20/20). This answer considers,
in an appropriate way, the poem's organisation and
structure, including pararhyme.
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Examiner Comments

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Note the way in which language features such as alliteration
and rhetorical questions are introduced in a sound way, and
backed up by clear references and quotations.
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This is the central part of a candidate's response to the Unseen Poem (Question 1)
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Examiner Comments

This is an extract from a response which was generally
sound in its understanding and exploration of the poet's

language. It was awarded an overall mark of 16/20: a
mark at the top of Band 4.

Examiner Tip

To reach a Band 5, this response needs just a little more
detail and development in the argument. Points are made,
but on some occasions this is in a rather general way.
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Question 2

Section B

Collection A: Relationships

Question 2: 'Lines to My Grandfathers'

(a) ‘Lines to My Grandfathers’ was the poem selected, and there was a range of responses,
with some at the lower end failing to show much grasp of how the writer related to his
forebears, beyond the basic idea of ‘family love’, while nevertheless able to quote some,
limited, examples. Better candidates picked out the ways in which the writer intersected
with his grandfathers’ lives, and the amused admiration he expressed, and there were some
relevant points on the ‘knuckleduster’ and the different senses of the word ‘lines’.

(b) (i) With ‘Nettles’, candidates at all levels could make at least some comparative points
on the different feel of the two poems, and the contrast between someone looking back to
his ancestral past and someone writing about his own son. At the upper end there was some
exploration of the way the two writers were both ‘protecting’ their family.

(b) (ii) Candidates’ own choices of poem were varied and appropriate, including ‘Valentine’
and ‘Kissing’, for example. The very different contexts of the second poems allowed
candidates to consider family relationships from a variety of perspectives: in ‘Kissing’, for
example, the topic of ‘generations’ was discussed soundly.

(@) This is the first part of the response of a candidate to the given poem 'Lines to my
Grandfathers'.

8
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These are the first two paragraphs of a candidate's response to Q 2 (a), focusing on the
poem 'Lines to my Grandfathers'.
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%:Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate offers sound explanations about how
the writer uses thoughts and feelings to create effects,
with relevant connections to his thoughts/feelings
about keeping personal items by which to remember
his grandfathers. It also refers in a relevant way to the
past and includes some evaluation. The overall mark
awarded for (a) was 13/15, taking it into Band 5.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Note the way in which the candidate explores the
feelings the poet has, such as his sense of pride.
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The candidate offers some explanation and
makes occasional relevant textual reference.
There is also some personal comment. The
mark awarded was 7 out of 15, Band 2.
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Examiner Comments

2 B o WO

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

At times this response makes assertions
without support. Make sure that there is

always evidence for what you are claiming.
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This is the middle section of a candidate's response to (b) (i), comparing the two stated
poems ('Lines to my Grandfathers' and 'Nettles').
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Examiner Comments

Some comparisons and links are made. In this
extract, a similarity in terms of 'anger' is noted
but not developed fully. This response overall
scored 9 out of 15, keeping it in Band 3.

To move into a higher band, the points made
need to be given more detail, with a clear line of
argument to show why the reasons are different.
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This is the first part of a candidate's response to Q 2 (b) (ii), comparing the given poem
with 'Kissing', an interesting selection.
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Examiner Comments

The second poem: ‘Kissing’ is a very suitable choice for
comparing with 'Lines to my Grandfather'. The answer is
well-focused and has a strong internal balance. The mark is
clearly at the top of the expected range, scoring 15/15.

Examiner T|p

Note the clear way in which candidate introduces the
comparisons vbetween the two poems, and makes
sound points about a k+ey difference between them.
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Question 3
Section B: Clashes and Collisions
Question 3: Our Sharpeville

(@) ‘Our Sharpeville’ was a poem that was frequently attempted and to which candidates
related well, clearly affected by the young girl being caught up in a conflict she could not
understand. They wrote with relevance about the young girl’s loss of innocence and the
sense of guilt. Most understood the historical context of the Sharpeville massacre, and
some were capable of relevant comment about South Africa’s racially-divided society. Not all
realised that this was autobiographical, some thinking ‘Ingrid’ to be a man.

(b) (i) With 'Belfast Confetti’, candidates were able to focus on the topic of violence
(whether sectarian or racially-inspired) in the streets and the fear and confusing effects
this had on the people who were unwittingly caught up in it. The use of punctuation as a
metaphor was dealt with very unevenly, although occasionally candidates saw a visual point
to the asterisk and exclamation marks.

(b) (ii) Poems chosen by candidates for comparison included ‘August 6, 1945’ (a choice
which those attempting it often found difficult, although some saw a connection in the
mindless killing of innocent victims), ‘Hitcher’, where the writer was perpetrator not
observer of the violence, and ‘Parade’s End’; all these certainly reflected on topics related
to ‘violence in society’ (the focus of the question, but in ways which did not easily permit
comparisons). ‘The Drum’ proved an effective choice for some candidates.

This is the main part of a candidate's response to Q3 (a), focusing on the poem 'Our
Sharpeville'.

GCSE English Literature 5ET2F 01
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(@) This is the first part of a candidate's response to the poem 'Our Sharpeville'.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate covers all strands of a Band 4
response well: it is at the top of this Band,
therefore, with an overall mark of 12/15. There
is useful reference to the girl’s sense of guilt.

There is not quite enough to move into Band 5 because
of the scope for a little more development.
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<J\/7 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate offers generally sound explanation,
with reasonable coverage of points: overall, the
response fits the descriptors for Band 4 (11/15).

Examiner Tip

More development of the points would be needed to
move into the next Band.
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This is the last part of a candidate's response to part (b) (i), comparing the two stated
poems - 'Our Sharpeville' and 'Belfast Confetti'.

feels ware scared and. mzmlJbg k. He.is explainng how...
well e Loane. Yo area, w et how lshhe - s is o
conves. Yo dcmku @@E« wow oA et well and
foo) \odrs Tl |He gﬂ SeavS V0. Know . uhede ¢ is. ey
el feals s cod b Lonacliot e de's tefe aver Y
dowy T Rt c,lw(c\cic(s o b Bollast Conlel ond
Ovr SM e o Ak QBQM\SF violane. . \\/\JL
_Wﬂ\’% A w WCIMO\/\ (ov&)(\ ok \/qﬁO(.
de Kok show. \AL Mnﬂb o howders. \eAy.. well.
1 Yk the main dilteset Hag, W\g abod el eveats ia..
e hyo pogwns are MW@ME.@ o Vow ur. hua\e«ce.
15 s Smarpaill e doesh yeolly i abolh s e A
@)@.&\s\— ézn H‘a sk trolfes o videne s V@jw@r

gir us

Examiner Comments

Overall, the candidate was awarded 11/15 - a

Band 4 response. The extract shows that there
are reasonable comparative points made about
the two poems, and especially on the violence
and people's attitudes to it.

Examiner Tip
The answer would need further development of the
generally sound points in order to raise it to a Band 5.
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This extract comes from the second half of a candidate's response to (b) (ii), comparing
'Our Sharpeville' and 'August 6, 1945'.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate chose the poem ‘August 6, 1945/,

a suitable choice to compare with 'Our Sharpeville'.
The response to (b)(ii) has a clear overall view

and includes some effective word-level analysis, so
merits a Band 5 mark of 14/15.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Note in particular the final paragraph in which the
candidate sums up the comparison between the
two poems clearly and in a way that shows sound
understanding of the contexts of both poems.
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This extract is the first part of a candidate's response to (b) (ii), comparing 'Our Sharpeville'
with 'Hitcher'.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate's choice for a second poem, ‘Hitcher’, is suitably
justified. The response offers some comparisons and links. It
also shows some understanding and offers some evaluation

of how the poet expresses meaning and achieves effects.
Overall, it was awarded 7/15, the lower end of Band 3.

@ ResultsPlus

Think about how to make a more developed use of
the comparative points that are made. For example,
when stating a point such as that Sharpeville is 'in a
war zone', you need to show more understanding of
what the girl sees happening in front of her.
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Question 4
Collection C: Somewhere, Anywhere
Question 4: In Romney Marsh

(a) ‘In Romney Marsh’ was the poem which was presented to candidates. It was very much
a minority option. Regarded by some, not unreasonably, as an ‘old-fashioned’ poem, with
archaic diction, it was nevertheless found to be reasonably accessible, because of the
strength and vividness of the imagery. A Band 2 candidate noted the religious language and
the slow pace of the poem. The phrase ‘organ stops’ led to some confusion, as candidates
occasionally saw it as a reference to a living organism that had ceased to function, rather
than a musical metaphor. Candidates at all levels appreciated the poet’s ‘positive view’ of
the place and the richness of the colour images, such as the ‘saffron beach’.

(b) (i) When comparing this poem with ‘Orkney/This Life’, the poem which was provided,
candidates responded unevenly, with weaker candidates struggling with the poet’s line of
thought. However, better candidates noted clearly the poet’s affinity with the place written
about, so could relate this to Davidson’s feelings about Romney Marsh. However, for the
most part comparative points and links were rather undeveloped.

(b) (ii) Candidates varied in their choice of a second poem: as would be expected, many
chose ‘A major road for Romney Marsh': one Band 4 response showed a generally secure
grasp of the way Fanthorpe’s presentation contrasted the present beauty of the place with
the impact of the threatened development; others failed to see the irony, and assumed that
there was a voice which genuinely favoured the change. The references in both poems to
the sky over the marsh were picked up by the stronger candidates.

This is the first part of a candidate's response to Question 4 (a), focusing on the poem 'In
Romney Marsh'.

GCSE English Literature 5ET2F 01
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Examiner Comments
The candidate offers some explanation of the writer’s thoughts and

feelings, with some relevant evidence to support points. Overall, this
response was awarded 9 out of 15, the upper end of Band 3.

us

@ Resuns

The personal response to the poem is clear, but needs
to draw on the text more fully for a higher Band
response, for example in the reference to the sound
of the 'organ stops', where the answer does not bring
out the idea of the varied sounds that a church organ
makes through its different stops.
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(@) This is also the opening part of a candidate's response to the poem 'In Romney Marsh'.
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Examiner Comments

A small number of points is made by the
candidate, drawing on only a few parts of the
poem, and offering limited explanation or
evaluation. The overall mark for this answer
was 6/15, at the upper end of Band 2.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
More support for assertions would be needed for Band

3. Try to think of several different points to make and
develop them clearly.
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This is the opening part of a candidate's response to (b) (i), where the two stated poems
are compared - 'In Romney Marsh' and 'Orkney/This Life'.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate tends to repeat a small number of points,
though these are valid. The amount of evaluation is limited.
Overall, this response is Band 2 (6/15).

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Think about the different ideas which each poet is
expressing, and comment more fully on the description of
places and feelings, in order to move into a higher band.
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This extract comes from near the start of a candidate's response to Q4 (b) (ii), in which the
candidate compares the two Romney Marsh poems ('In Romney Marsh' and 'A Major Road

for Romney Marsh').
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<J\ﬂResults%@Ius

he candidate chose as the second poem ‘A Major
Road for Romney Marsh’. This is clearly a suitable
poem for comparison. The answer includes generally
sound comparisons and links, although at times more
evidence is needed to support points. The response
overall was awarded 11/15, securely into Band 4.

Examiner Comments

X? Results#lus
Examiner Tip

When studying a poem such as 'A Major Road for Romney Marsh', be sure

you think carefully about the way the writer's feelings come across - here

she is indignant and angry about the proposed developments: this needs

to come through your response, showing how she conveys these feelings.
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Question 5
Collection D: Taking a Stand
Question 5: 'One World Down the Drain'

(@) 'One World Down the Drain’ was the poem set for candidates. It was one of the less
frequently chosen of the poems. Its themes were generally appreciated, but its tone and
purpose proved more elusive, with some candidates stuck in a literalistic mode. Even
weaker candidates appreciated that the poem dealt with the threat to the planet from
global warming and (sometimes) carbon emissions. A Band 5 candidate dealt soundly with
the changes in tone, noting the sarcasm in ‘Great city, Pity, Ciao’ and commenting that the
writer’s tone is ‘angry and careless at the same time’.

(b) (i) 'The world is a beautiful place’, with its obvious similarities of subject-matter, was
the second poem presented to candidates, who mostly made relevant connections between
the two, in the best cases noting a common pessimism and use of humour or irony. One
strong candidate felt that this poem had a ‘more profound’ quality than the simply sarcastic
approach in Rae’s poem.

(b) (ii) For their own choice of poem, some candidates chose ‘Zero Hour’, which again had a
bleak stance towards the world, while looking backwards, not purely into the future. ‘Living
Space’ was also an appropriate selection, especially if candidates appreciated its social

context; however, for some candidates the language and images proved rather too difficult.

This extract comes from the middle of a candidate's response to the set poem for this
Collection, 'One World Down the Drain'. (Question 5 (a))
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This is part of another candidate's response to Q5 (a) focusing on 'One World Down the
Drain'.
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Examiner Comments
is was overall a secure and sustained Band 5 response (14/15).
The candidate recognises changes in tone, with an appropriate
selection of examples.

griz ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Be careful to keep quotations from the poem succinct
and focused. Occasionally those included are a little too
long to enable a clear focus to be made.
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This is the second half of the response from a candidate to Question 5 (b) (i), comparing the
two stated poems: 'One World Down the Drain' and 'The World is a Beautiful Place'.
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Examiner Comments

Overall, this response just secured a Band 4, with 10 out
of 15. It met all of the descriptors for Band 3, but was
placed into Band 4 because of the awareness of tone,
focusing on the humour and seriousness.

??\ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Because of the level of understanding shown, what is needed

to place the response higher into Band 4 or Band 5 is a more

developed response to the poet's language: the elements are

there, but are stated rather briefly in places. Compare the

greater detail in the response of the previous candidate.
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Question 5 b (ii) This is the first half of a candidate's response, comparing 'One World Down

the Drain' with 'Zero Hour"'.
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This is the whole of another candidate's response to 5 (b) (ii), this time comparing the given
poem with 'Living Space'.
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g\ﬂ Results¥lus

Examiner Comments
The candidate made a number of generally
sound comparisons and links between the two
poems. The answer was one that included signs
of a personal response. Overall, it qualified for
Band 4, being awarded 11 out of 15.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
To reach Band 5, the answer would require rather more
development and support for the points made.
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<'J\ﬂ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The choice of the second poem, ‘Living Space’ - suitable,
if unusual, second poem. There were limited comparisons
and links, without a secure grasp of the meaning

of 'Living Space' and with little reference to the text:
overall, the response was awarded 4/15, just into Band 2.

FQ\ ResultsP

us
Examiner Tip
When choosing a second poem, make sure that
you pick one where you can find good points to
make that link the two poems and that you have an
understanding of what the poem is about.
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Paper Summary

Overall, the response to the poems was a pleasing one to examiners, especially with the
introduction of an unseen poem. It was clear that candidates had: responded well to writing
about the unseen poem.

Had often enjoyed greatly their study of the collection of poems: for example:
- the variety of relationships explored in Collection A provided much interest
- poets' engagement with a particular location was appreciated in Collection C

- the contemporary or recent social problems dealt with by many of the poems
in Collections B and D aroused much sympathy for the situations faced by the poets or their
characters.

To improve their performance, candidates should: focus on the specific demands of the
question, rather than just working through the poems.

Make full use of examples, not just listing them or language features.

Keep clearly separate the two parts of the Section B answers - (a) on one named poem; (b)
comparing this with a second named poem or one of their own choice.

Remember to write their responses for Section B on their chosen collection of the Anthology
in the correct part of the answer booklet.

Think carefully about how to make effective links and comparisons, addressing both poems
(although equal weighting is not required).

42

GCSE English Literature 5ET2F 01




Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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