GCSE English Language
5EN2H/01

Touching the Void
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Use this extract to answer Question 1.
Touching the Void
Extract taken from Chapter 11.

When | at last tired of the game, the silence was overwhelming. My boisterous mood
vanished and | felt despairingly lonely and silly. | thought of what the words meant, and
of the dream, and was close to tears.

My feet had been buried by drifting snow and | yelled at the burning stabs in my knee
when | tried to kick them free. While | struggled to roll the wet clinging sleeping bag
back over my lower legs | accidentally broke a hole in the cave roof. Bright sunshine
suddenly burnt away the snow shadows in the cave and | knew at once that the storm
was over. | reached for my axe and swept away the rest of the roof. It was going to be

a hot day. The sun rapidly melted away the cold night shivers, and | sat in the hole that
was left of the cave gazing around me. At my feet, a slope ran down to an old snow-filled
crevasse. | was facing the moraines but | couldn't see them from the glacier. Everything
was white and alarmingly smooth. The storm had made a good job of covering the
footprints | had been following the previous night. For as far as | could see, the surface of
the glacier undulated away in unblemished waves of fresh snow.

As | slowly packed the bag into my sack and fumbled to roll up my Karrimat with numb
fingers, | realised how desperately thirsty | was. If it had been bad yesterday | couldn't
imagine what it would be like today. | tried to think where the nearest flowing water
might be. | could remember seeing water only at Bomb Alley, and that was miles away.

| would be lucky to reach it today. As soon as the thought struck me | was shocked to
see how planned everything had become. | couldn’t remember consciously deciding
how long it would take to get to camp, yet there was no doubt that | had done so for |
had already dismissed any hope of reaching Bomb Alley. Strange things seemed to be
going on in my head. | had no clear memory of the sequence of events on the previous
day. Vague snatches of unconnected memories came to me — the hollow floor in the
crevasse and the sunbeam, an avalanche blast in the storm, falling down the slope where
| snow-holed, and that obscene ice cliff - but where had the rest of the day gone? Was
this due to lack of food and water? How many days had | been without them? Three
days, no, two days and three nights! God Almighty! The thought appalled me. | knew
that at this height | needed to consume at least one and a half litres of fluid each day, just
to combat the dehydration of altitude. | was running on empty.




Touching the Void — Higher Tier — part (a)

1 Answer all parts of the following question.

(a) Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of how Joe copes
with loneliness and hardship.

You must include examples of language features in your answer.

(16)
Script 1 response to part (a)
Band 5 — 15 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate picks out pointy onwhow language iy used and these are well
supported with quotations from the extract. The second half of this
response strays from the extiract and becomes a genevalised response.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

Perceptive understanding of the text

Perceptive understanding of the writer's ideas

Perceptive understanding of how the writer uses language
Discriminating reference to the extract to support response.

5 14-16

To move up the band: This response is close to achieving maximum marks; it
would benefit from a discriminating selection of evidence from the extract for a
closer analysis of the writer’s use of language.



Touching the Void —Higher Tier — part (b)

(b) In this extract, Joe is alone.
Explore one other part of Touching the Void in which Joe has to cope with being
alone on the mountain.

You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your ideas.
(24)

Script 1 response to part (b)
Band 5 — 24 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate shows o perceptive understanding of the writer’s ideas and
use of language in the chosew extract from the text. The response iy
supported by discriminating reference to-the chosev extract.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

Perceptive understanding of the text

Perceptive understanding of the writer’s ideas

Perceptive understanding of how the writer uses language
Discriminating reference to the extract to support response.

5 20-24

This response receives full marks.



