GCSE English Language
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Of Mice and Men
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Of Mice and Men

Extract taken from Section 5.

He looked down at her, and carefully he removed his hand from over her mouth, and
she lay still. 'l don't want ta hurt you, he said, ‘but George'll be mad if you yell! When she
didn't answer nor move he bent closely over her. He lifted her arm and let it drop. For a
moment he seemed bewildered. And then he whispered in fright, 'l done a bad thing.

‘I done another bad thing!

He pawed up the hay until it partly covered her.

From outside the barn came a cry of men and the double clang of shoes on metal. For
the first time Lennie became conscious of the outside. He crouched down in the hay and
listened. ‘I done areal bad thing, he said. ‘I shouldn’t of did that. George'll be mad.
An'... he said ... an"hide in the brush till he come. He's gonna be mad. In the brush till
he come. Tha's what he said. Lennie went back and looked at the dead girl. The puppy
lay close to her. Lennie picked it up. ‘I'll throw him away, he said. ‘It's bad enough like it
is. He put the pup under his coat, and he crept to the barn wall and peered out between
the cracks, toward the horseshoe game. And then he crept around the end of the last
manger and disappeared.

The sun streaks were high on the wall by now, and the light was growing soft in the barn.
Curley's wife lay on her back, and she was half covered with hay.

It was very quiet in the barn, and the quiet of the afternoon was on the ranch. Even the
clang of the pitched shoes, even the voices of the men in the game seemed to grow
more quiet. The air in the barn was dusky in advance of the outside day. A pigeon flew
in through the open hay door and circled and flew out again. Around the last stall came
a shepherd bitch, lean and long, with heavy, hanging dugs. Halfway to the packing box
where the puppies were she caught the dead scent of Curley’s wife, and the hair rose
along her spine. She whimpered and cringed to the packing box, and jumped in among
the puppies.

Curley's wife lay with a half-covering of yellow hay. And the meanness and the plannings
and the discontent and the ache for attention were all gone from her face. She was

very pretty and simple, and her face was sweet and young. Now her rouged cheeks and
her reddened lips made her seem alive and sleeping very lightly. The curls, tiny little
sausages, were spread on the hay behind her head, and her lips were parted.

As happens sometimes, a moment settled and hovered and remained for much more
than a moment. And sound stopped and movement stopped for much, much more than
a moment.




Of Mice and Men — Higher Tier — part (a)

5 Answer all parts of the following question.

(a) Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of what takes place
after the death of Curley's wife.

You must include examples of language features in your response.

Script 1 response to part (a)

Band 4 — 10 marks

- ploce aglel wa’s»r«os&sdm.bk He Sd3ely
L NOELS.. 5. Sl ol butnd. bos Come o on Stop.

Ol s il event . N SAows us Ghes wih

pl.xm'gﬂ?, et spith €he Quﬁ. " On mamang .
LOMOWNL s SEeLABCh alBo. wSLS .  Cha GOt At .
.. SMM allbe. w828 . Gﬂf-&ds..c:(.m\ languag, . .

h,-élmma, Clukelyl . Wl <O Cogety Ehate oleort
S&mwhm mcg.mrugsammm. —



S Ceohisk oo Shomas. us. st Ehe. mmsw

.Sl:cu“'a. Hammm%mmmm__

odelaa.. widh. a‘-ﬂwuaa oy e dha. n.ﬁu mcawuswm

SALubde iy

mum hg Scevaet. “'I"[-s.l..&;oh!. mM

0oTe proctfel o e OLBs.  NOLB us Pes b Mok ...
SurpeM. Lo l-.-.a'u. a-m'e. ...... wibh Cha.. m#.....mm

--MNMMWGM&&WW
o HEcloRS.. Mmmpemm“‘ﬂnm



S €einhbechn ouB0 Lglurcss ORE. Vi N,
- PIRASTREOL. 0ONLAL: o HR WBL  PhraLsS SLlh. ag. > Sousol..

th..neaﬁwsm mﬁmmw

Bhot. 5. olascrtistol, . hopPled cn o xromens’. He clae

Examiner summary:
This is o well-develobed response which shows sufficient assirance invthe
language commenty to-move it into-the lower end of Band, 4.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

Assured understanding of the text

Assured understanding of the writer’'s ideas

Assured understanding of how the writer uses language
Pertinent reference to the extract to support response.

4 10-13

To move up to the next band: This response needs to explain in more detail and
with more perceptiveness the effectiveness of the writer’s use of language. More
discriminating references to the extract would also help move this response into the
next band.



Script 2 response to part (a)

Band 5 — 16 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate shows perceptive understanding of the writer’s ideas and
use of language as seen invthe extract. It uses discriminating refevences to-
the extract to- support the detailed response.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

Perceptive understanding of the text
Perceptive understanding of the writer’'s ideas

Perceptive understanding of how the writer uses language
Discriminating reference to the extract to support response.
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5 14-16

This response receives full marks.



Of Mice and Men — Higher Tier — part (b)

(b) This extract shows an important event.
Explore how an important event is presented in one other part of the novel.

Use examples of the language the writer uses to support your ideas.
(24)

Script 1 response to part (b)

Band 4— 15 marks
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Examiner summary:

The incident, the shooting of Candy’s dog; is anv appropriate choice of ‘one
other part of the novel’; the candidate shows o assured understanding of
how Steinbeck uses language and ideas; such as inthe range of valid
pointy on the different reactions of the mew inv the choses extract.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

Assured understanding of the text

Assured understanding of the writer’s ideas

Assured understanding of how the writer uses language
Pertinent reference to the extract to support response.

4 15-19

To move up to the next band: This response needs more perceptive comments
on the language the writer uses and to support these comments with discriminating
references from the chosen extract.



Script 2 response to part (b)

Band 5— 24 marks
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Examiner summary:
The candidate’ s choice of another part of the novel is appropriate - the
deativ of Lennie. The resporse shows perceptive understanding of the
chosew extract and the writer’s ideas and use of language. The conmuments
awe supported by discriminating reference to-the chosevw pawt of the novel.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of the text

e Perceptive understanding of the writer’s ideas

¢ Perceptive understanding of how the writer uses language

¢ Discriminating reference to the extract to support response.

5 20-24

This response receives full marks.



