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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Touching the Void – Higher Tier – part (a) 
 

 
 
 
Script 1 response to part (a) 
 
Band 5 – 15 marks 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate picks out points on how language is used and these are well 
supported with quotations from the extract.  The second half of this 
response strays from the extract and becomes a generalised response. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To move up the band: This response is close to achieving maximum marks; it 
would benefit from a discriminating selection of evidence from the extract for a 
closer analysis of the writer’s use of language. 
 



 
Touching the Void –Higher Tier – part (b) 
 

 
 
 
Script 1 response to part (b) 
 
Band 5 – 24 marks 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate shows a perceptive understanding of the writer’s ideas and 
use of language in the chosen extract from the text. The response is 
supported by discriminating reference to the chosen extract. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
This response receives full marks.  
 


