GCSE English Language
5EN2H/01

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress
Extract taken from Part1ll, Section 1.

It was a mystery to me why Luo, who seemed so daring in all things, should have such

a dread of heights. He was an intellectual type, and had never climbed a tree in his

life. 1 still remember the afternoon in our boyhood when we were seized with the idea

of climbing the rusty iron ladder of a water tower. Right from the start he scraped the
palms of his hands on the rust, and when we were fifteen metres up he said, 'l keep
having the feeling the rungs will collapse under my weight. His hands were bleeding
and painful, which only increased his fear. In the end he gave up, leaving me to climb the
rest of the way on my own; from the top of the tower | leaned over to spit down on him
for a joke, but my spittle was swept away by the wind. Five or six years had passed since
then, but his dread of heights had not diminished. And he was quite right about the
Little Seamstress and me having no trouble at all running over the narrowest mountain
ridge. In fact, once we had reached the other side we would often have to wait for Luo to
catch up with us, which could take a long time because he had to get down and crawl.

One day, for a change of air, | decided to accompany Luo on his pilgrimage to the Little
Seamstress's village.

By the time we reached the perilous path Luo had told me about, the soft morning
breeze had made way for a mountain gale. 1 gasped when I saw the risk Luo had been
taking every day. Even I started trembling when | set foot on the ridge.

My left boot dislodged a stone, and almost at the same moment my right boot pushed

some clods of earth over the side. They tumbled into the depths, and it was some time
before we heard them hitting the bottom at different intervals. The sound reverberated
into the distance, first on the right, then on the left.

| should never have looked down: to my right gaped a rocky crevasse of dizzying depth,
at the bottom of which the trees were swathed in mist. My ears started buzzing when

| looked to my left, where the earth had fallen away to create a sheer drop fifty metres
deep.

Fortunately it was not quite as far over the ridge as Luo had said. On a boulder at the
other end perched a raven with a red beak, its head ominously drawn into its shoulders.

‘D'you want me to take your hod?’ | offered casually. Luo was hanging back at the
beginning of the path.

'Yes please, you take it!




Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress — Higher Tier — part (a)

3 Answer all parts of the following question.
(a) Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of Luo.

You must include examples of language features in your answer.
(16)

Script 1 response to part (a)

Band 4 — 12 marks
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Examiner summary:
The candidate shows assured understanding of the text and the writer’s
ideas with pertinent reference to-the extract to- support how the writer uses

language:

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

Assured understanding of the text

Assured understanding of the writer’s ideas

Assured understanding of how the writer uses language
Pertinent reference to the extract to support response.

4 10-13

To move up to the next band: This response needs to refer more closely to the
writer’s use of language and support these points with discriminating references to
the extract.



Script 2 response to part (a)

Band 5 — 16 marks
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Examiner summary:

This is o excellent response, withv perceptive analysis of language ands
perceptive understanding of the text and the writer’s ideas. There is av
passing reference to- rovens inv another port of the novel but this does not

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

Perceptive understanding of the text

Perceptive understanding of the writer’s ideas

Perceptive understanding of how the writer uses language
Discriminating reference to the extract to support response.

5 14-16

This response receives full marks.



Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress — Higher Tier — part (b)

(b) In the extract, we find out about Luo’s character.
Explore one other part of the novel which tells us more about Luo’s character.

You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your ideas.

(24)

Script 1 response to part (b)

Band 4 — 17 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate displays o assured understonding of the text and selecty o
relevant paut of the novel to-discuss Luo's chavacter. Therve is pertinent
reference to-the text and awvv assired understonding of how the writer uses

language:

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

- T mTrtti T —m - e s —ee— = == e S S S

Assur'ed understanding o'l" the text

Assured understanding of the writer’s ideas

Assured understanding of how the writer uses language
Pertinent reference to the extract to support response.

4 15-19

To move up to the next band: This response needs to refer more closely to how
the writer uses language to explore Luo’s character and support these points with
discriminating references to the candidate’s chosen extract.



Script 2 response to part (b)

Band 5 — 24 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate shows perceptive understanding of the chosen extract from
‘one other part of the novel. Examples are discriminating and conumenteds
o perceptively.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

- mw e = 4 o a———

e Perceptive understanding of the text

e Perceptive understanding of the writer’'s ideas

e Perceptive understanding of how the writer uses language

¢ Discriminating reference to the extract to support response.

5 20-24

This response receives full marks.



