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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
Riding the Black Cockatoo– Higher Tier – part (a) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part (a) 
 
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
This is a sound response, without sufficiently thorough development to 
move it into Band 3. Points are clearly made, and there is sound 
understanding of the writer’s use of language, but sometimes the 
explanation needs more elaboration. 
 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to refer more closely to the 
extract and use more relevant quotations to support points made about the writer’s 
use of language. 
 
 



 
 
Riding the Black Cockatoo– Higher Tier – part (b) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part (b) 
 
Band 3– 14 marks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate chooses an appropriate ‘other part of the text’ where John 
visits the house of Fiona. The response shows a thorough understanding of 
the writer’s ideas and use of language in the chosen extract. There is also 
sustained reference in support of the points made. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to focus more closely on the 
writer’s use of language as seen in the chosen extract. 
 


