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Touching the Void
Foundation Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Use this extract to answer Question 1.
Touching the Void
Extract taken from Chapter 11.

When | at last tired of the game, the silence was overwhelming. My boisterous mood
vanished and | felt despairingly lonely and silly. | thought of what the words meant, and
of the dream, and was close to tears.

My feet had been buried by drifting snow and | yelled at the burning stabs in my knee
when | tried to kick them free. While | struggled to roll the wet clinging sleeping bag
back over my lower legs | accidentally broke a hole in the cave roof. Bright sunshine
suddenly burnt away the snow shadows in the cave and | knew at once that the storm
was over. | reached for my axe and swept away the rest of the roof. It was going to be

a hot day. The sun rapidly melted away the cold night shivers, and | sat in the hole that
was left of the cave gazing around me. At my feet, a slope ran down to an old snow-filled
crevasse. | was facing the moraines but | couldn't see them from the glacier. Everything
was white and alarmingly smooth. The storm had made a good job of covering the
footprints | had been following the previous night. For as far as | could see, the surface of
the glacier undulated away in unblemished waves of fresh snow.

As | slowly packed the bag into my sack and fumbled to roll up my Karrimat with numb
fingers, | realised how desperately thirsty | was. If it had been bad yesterday | couldn't
imagine what it would be like today. | tried to think where the nearest flowing water
might be. | could remember seeing water only at Bomb Alley, and that was miles away.

| would be lucky to reach it today. As soon as the thought struck me | was shocked to
see how planned everything had become. | couldn’t remember consciously deciding
how long it would take to get to camp, yet there was no doubt that | had done so for |
had already dismissed any hope of reaching Bomb Alley. Strange things seemed to be
going on in my head. | had no clear memory of the sequence of events on the previous
day. Vague snatches of unconnected memories came to me — the hollow floor in the
crevasse and the sunbeam, an avalanche blast in the storm, falling down the slope where
| snow-holed, and that obscene ice cliff - but where had the rest of the day gone? Was
this due to lack of food and water? How many days had | been without them? Three
days, no, two days and three nights! God Almighty! The thought appalled me. | knew
that at this height | needed to consume at least one and a half litres of fluid each day, just
to combat the dehydration of altitude. | was running on empty.




Touching the Void — Foundation Tier — part (a) (i)

(@) (i) Give three examples of the writer’s use of language in the extract.
Identify the language feature for each example chosen.

An example has been given to help you.

Example: fresh snow

Feature: This is an adjective.

Script 1 response to part a)

3 marks

example 1: G0 AIMIGNIY)Y

Feature: . SN T SEIWANCLS,

Example 2: . HOW. M Q2US md | oRen wnm(m mem?
Feature: . RDEAONCA). QUESHON

Example 3: . BOA0E SUPANNE.

Feature: ACACHINES

Examiner summary:
The candidate correctly identifies three language features and wses valid
exaumples from the extract.



Touching the Void — Foundation Tier — part (a) (ii)

(ii) Explain how the language in the extract influences your view of how Joe
copes with loneliness and hardship.

In your answer, you must give examples of the language the writer uses.

You may include the examples you have used in your answer to 1(a)(i).
(13)

Script 1 response to part (a) (ii)

Band 4 — 11 marks

(L) T8 1aNGUAGR in . XHTACH INFIURNCES My Vitw CF
100008 ©peS Uit 1ONNiness. gl Mrdanip. ek iS OVCE
emote tanguaoed USED and the wnters UG CF 1ANQURE
YOGS e SIURON 0XS WING HNICUh VeIl ealsHC, its Aot
35 It R0 s TeANING 1re. sifuaion. By USing Rreloncas
QUESHONS 11k * b e nadt Y8 B8t o #he Ay gpnel Was #is.

The candidate

AUe 1o 10O AO0D. andl Uier? b Imakes e (ea0ky (601 QVEQE | shows generaly

understanding

NPT Or 06, THE SNort BONCeS ' G0d A tally | e

use of

enpasise e SHUINOT). (r PUIS 301 OF RSN N0 We SION. | tanousee.
andl CfEates sympRtiy Or. 008, e achRCRives maue: the K01 more.
INMeR81NG, 10 readk ardl make the. Sy More RAUISHC, il
MYDOUF Ay OF these. e stort) wouldl b VR nng, 10 wad.




ANCLthe. ExIa0r WA+ INBILENCE: My AR QF NOW J0€ Qpes .
(i IOnINEss andl xS 1N e eRifadt it really doss
RIMPAANISE. e pruSical Pain and the menny SR IS 10 A

AlthQugn entryhing he 15 0aing shicuah. e skl continiee 10

QY. On. s 30Urney. 0. e Sinan ang REUSS 1o Qe Op-
IO M3kes V. 681 3 Great cedl G Sumpathy. for hien A Shw.
that 1 1S AN WA Lot O Quragh andl AERANGhEn. He (RS
(it S 0@ L0nRAINese by 16-1ivIng, O prenones ocl g/

This part of the
response is
more general
with no specific
reference to the
extract or the
writer’s use of
language.

hOW e 15 g (ing Yo MGG 1o Andl & Sndn i the sleAat
eI, W AnGEs 10 1AL MR ek et is no owrer

LNORE. and. he. ConWnGes nimaelf ¥ i be SKUS i ok pIace he.
WDA1. ON. ). up G(6ING, tae. SO be: TRRUSES. 10 Give. up A0k Wikh .
A Ot AR OF CONFidRNGR ke canys Oh NS Lumed,

Examiner summary:

The candidate picks out pointy onwhow language iy used and these are well
supported with quotations from the extract. The second half of this

response strays from the extract and becomes too-generalised.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

e Generally sound understanding of the text
e Generally sound understanding of the writer’s ideas

e Generally sound understanding of how the writer uses language

e Mostly clear reference to the extract to support response.

To move up to the next band: This response needs to show more clearly how the
writer uses language and support this sound understanding with clear references to

the extract.




Touching the Void — Foundation Tier — part (b)

(b) In this extract, Joe is alone.

Describe one other part of Touching the Void in which Joe has to cope with being
alone on the mountain.

In your answer, you must give examples of the language the writer uses.

You may wish to consider how the writer:
describes the situation he is in
shows the difficulties he is facing
describes how he copes with the situation.

(24)

Script 1 response to part (b)

Band 5 — 22 marks

(b)) One Ohr pack of TUChing the Vaid in Wwhich 308
310 QPR With BRING Alone On e Maunrain fs whendimon. &
{OCed Yo Qur te pe on N8 Andl MR e endh W (Uling anex

QRFISHUCK inside te Crevasse.. The Wotes oRsendes the \
SHQAO 308 BN Wery oL When 08 PRIS Q0N e (rivagse

e 0SCrioey i 35 T0e SYais Wkt outh, and LI, Lk SuTRiIG

The candidate
chooses a valid
‘other part’ of
the novel and
also refers to
the writer’s use
of language

o AN, e (Ope 1ashedh vy 2gainst my pace andl | 8L/
RSN, encesivy. into nothingness, a6 1 oreaming, o glling! /.
B 308 desonbing this a5 2 Arean it makas me Inink ¥ (/-
med 10 him ke (F 9 ainest oveal, Ag@in Thesoncal
_QUSEIONS. are (K8d N Hyis part oF the. bOCK as X8 says




SNNOE. SNOWOL L CONQW® > tis. aues. e reader really. .
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refers to the
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uses examples

PalnHeCﬂSN KOOW. WM 0. A0 andlis. UMware of.ws from the text.

SUMCUNCITTS. JOB. ORI KNOW . Wt 16 o\ Or 1aGh andl
At s point i e kook e 15 Un ware. Ce e problem he (S (i
WL, e 1S 0eQling Wi e SHUBHON 2¢ (LSt oy Ruding. . seams
O e \Ke 3 it OF 3 Nevak 13uGh. He realises. he's e & at/

e point._Whese e sys “A buming,. searing. agony. eached up2..
ErOm .m0 e IY Wos weget et beneath e (s the buming. ...
0. (eased 5o e Voe sense cp.1iving become. (ack. Thic partop
He_Dook. anows 2 Great. Gkl OF Ireion and. éaly) (Mg Hhe
(e30er. (el gt OF uMpathy. fO.20e. 8¢ he 1¢. faced with 2 hEe of
ceath_situanon_and 15 experiencing cenolk paln. tr e must be 3.
Wity Yo SAVRHON KO BRAN.

Examiner summary:

A suitable other part of the novel is chosen withv an appropriate focus ovw
the use of language; sound understanding of how the writer’s use of
language creates effect.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

5 20-24

Sound explanation of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.
Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of
ideas, themes or settings.

Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation
of ideas, themes or settings.

Clear, relevant textual reference to support response.

To move up the band: This response achieves almost maximum marks; shorter,
quotations with a little more explanation would help achieve maximum marks.



