cinated me. One example would be how quickly
about being around the Twiggs. Another aspect that fascinated me was
hospice before moving to the

There were many parts of the stimulus that fas
Kimberly changed her mind
that Kimberly had left her home with Robert to stay in the YMCA
Twiggs home. The further research that | did also fascinated me in the fact that the Twiggs only
gained visitation rights after threatening Robert that they would fight for custody. Also, the fact that
even though Barbra Mays had said the baby she took home looked darker than the one just taken

g away from her there was still the massive mix up.

iffere

The storyline | am going to develop is Robert Mays reminiscing ahout the past as Kimberly is
destroying everything she has to remind her of him. | will be focusing mainly on Robert and Ernest
and Regina Twigg but through their 7 children. Robert interests me as he has spent his whole life
dealing with loss and | want to explore that more. He is also left completely alone when Kimberly
leaves and | want to show the audience how he’ll cope and deal with it. With the Twigg children, |
ave dealt with the change around their children. |
lifestyle have and will affect their children.

want to explore how Ernest and Regina would h
also want to look at how the change to the parent’s

e

e

Intentions:

A

ldren

To portray the feelings of Regina and Ernest Twigg through their chi
To show conflicting views by using purely actions
To show that Robert is not going to cope completely by himself






Begin with meeting between the lawyers, parents and Kimberly

potentially use lawyers-conscience weighing up their options

Hammer down, decision made for Kimberly to live with Twiggs

Fade lights down

Spot on Robert, Kimberly centre stage packing up from YMCA shelter in
silence

For Robert, Kimberly is the only reminder of his dead wife he has left

Even though they are not related, everything they have together are
memories, being taken away, Kimberly might not cope with change of
lifestyle and 7 brothers and sisters, all contact lost

Kimberly’s flashback —looking at photos whilst packing up, sad, photos at
bottom of bag, wants to forget everything

After Robert flashbacks to court case, quotes from case, end with hammer,
turns out to be nightmare of Kimberly’s, sits on bed and cries

Repeat of hammer shows harsh repetition and situations of life — court case,
losing family

Twiggs — sat in café, talking, really excited about Kimberly moving in. Freeze,
conscience talking questioning decisions, best thing to do? Think of the fun!
Ruined Mays' life

Potentially all a dream, atmosphere change, Kimberly gets quieter and
quieter as reality becomes more focused, dolls/imaginary friends enough
Fears of Twiggs through 7 children?




The day after trial, Robert at home in Kimberly’s room, Kimberly in YMCA hospice,
Robert working out what went wrong and why Kimberly has cut all ties with him,
Kimberly looking back through memorabilia, disposing of everything that reminds
her of Robert. Kimberly meets new family, 7 children portray feelings of parents.

Characters

Robert Mays

Kimberly Mays

Irisa Twigg

Other 6 Twigg children

Breakdown of scenes
Section 1: Single spot stage left on Robert, looking through the remaining items left
in Kimberly’s room, talking about 1% birthday. Flashback to 1% birthday.

Section 2: 1% birthday, centre stage, Barbra and younger Robert fussing over baby
Kimberly, giving presents <~ L/ USp o) A :*'ﬂﬁ A5

section 3: back to single spot stage left on Robert, but stage right spot on 15 year old
Kimberly packing up her things from YMCA hospice. Robert begins to remember
downfall of Barbra’s health, how Kimberly coped just before and after death. Didn’t
really understand, just kept asking for her mum.

Section 4: flashback to first contact with Twigg's, discovery of child mix up, trying to
hide it from Kimberly but she overheard conversation, asks to meet Twigg's, Robert
tries to prevent it, happens anyway.

Section 5: All happened too quickly, final trial was over, all contact cut, Robert
stressing about how Kimberly’s grown up in a Hubble’, won't cope with 7 other
siblings, only thing he had to remind him of Barbara and now he’s all alone, noone to
look after him.

section 6: Kimberly finishes t0 pack her bag and walks out of hospice, passing a bin,
discards of bag, wants no more connections with Robert Mays

Section 7: 7 Twigg children gathered, waiting for Kimberly to arrive. All expressing

the worries of the parents that they weren’t supposed to know about but do,
Kimberly arrives, all goes silent. Kimberty introduces herself.
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Script improvement

Throughout the 10 hours, | was always changing and adapting my script. As you can s€e,
| printed out drafts of the script and then improved them. The final results of this can be
seen in my final script.

Reasoning for changes:

i made Robert fiddle with the buttons on his shirt to show how insecure and
awkward he was feeling.
) made Kimberly clench her teeth to show how much anger has been building up
throughout the whole process.
| made Kimberly cut through the photos with each word to show how angry she
is about a certain point and destroying things is the only way she can deal with it.
| made Kimberly throw all of the things she had cut up in the bin so it was
obvious to the audience that she didn't want to remember anything about
Robert.
| made Alice stick her tongue out to show how young she is and to also show
how easily annoyed she gets by her siblings.




Structure

Brief Note of Content

Section 1

Roberts 1st monologue, Robert gives

feelings on Kimberly going to live with

the Twiggs, how upset Barbara would
be if she was still alive

Section 2

1st flashback, Kimberly's 1st hirthday,
parents promising to look after her

Section 3

Roberts second mo;cinﬂlogue, guilty,
disappointed in himself, worrying about
how being in a big family will affect her

Section 4

Kimberly's 1st monologue, angry at
how Robert thinks it's because of him
that she's leaving, wants to be in a real
family

Section b

Robert's 3rd monologue, regretting not
doing things differently

Section 6

2nd flashback, just after Darlens'a
death, shows ways of coping/grieving

Section 7

Robert's 4th monologue, disbelief in
himself, wanting to go back and
change things

Section 8

Kimberly's 2nd monologue, proving shej
knows Robert lied to her

Section 9

3rd flashback, discovery of results,
Robert covering up the truth

Section 10

Robert's 5th monologue, accepting that
lying was wrong can't believe that he
would ever do something like that to

someone

Section 11

Kimberly's 3rd monologue, anger
towards Roberts assumptions

Section 12

4th flashback, after the case, Robert
comforting Kimberly

Section 13

Kimberly's 4th monologue, final words
about Robert before she lets go, gets
rid of all memories

Section 14

Meeting the Twiggs who are preparing
to meet her, general family banter,
don't hear Kimberly enter as they are
talking about her, embarrassment
when they discover she heard them




Music: River Flows In You — Yiruma, fades down, background music when Robert it
talking but the only sound during the opening section:

Stage right, spot comes up on Kimberly in YMCA hospice. Surrounding her are photos,
birthday cards and various other memories from her childhood. There is also a black bin
bag and a pair of scissors close to her. One by one, she cuts and shreds the photos and
birthday cards and throws then away into the black bin bag. As she is doing this, stage
feft, a spot comes up on Robert Mays who is looking through memorabilia (baby clothes,
drawings, photos) that he has of Kimberly. However, instead of shredding them, he is
folding them and putting them away, holding onto the memories.
B & Shiv Shoulger;g ) &f/ fézu
N\ B Rrobert: | don’t understand where it all went so wrong. | thought, when'| stopped't\f}gﬂ‘ WQSE .
- Sn visits, everything would gg back to normal. During those visits, Kim wasn’t herself. Afma!!"/
/ é & “She became even more dg¢tached and eyen more reserved than she was beforeXAnd
s \& then she just broke downYShe told me she wanted her life back. The way it was before
.. the Twiggs got involved. But something changed. In these last five months the
%’ situations have been s{\%itched. | can’t believe she’s cut all ties with me, She’s left me %

. S,

A 7
N with nobod liten%ﬁv hose Twiggs already have 7 ghildren and they’re taking Kim away /. 4// _
\§\\:\ from rié’%z el like 've let Barbara down cor’r‘%i{%té’ y. €K ade Kim so happy-Her first, ﬁ%%ﬁ’/ﬁ

%@ birthday was one of the happies’t days of my life. (/’I{{?S Méf (Jfﬁf%ﬂf;— é}f//?@ ()‘:y&ﬂ' |
MWZ;// freo e, y V4 9o, g&y’% echo, hobx f/ﬁy/g&fﬁﬁ
J ohy A ik *' A, W

oV onals oF gy, 4, Lyt hggsy 4 4@?

Robert: Happy birthday Kimberly! //@,‘5 e
(together)

Barbara: Happy birthday Kim!
Robert: She's grown up so quickly, look at her hair!
/ ) Barbara: | know, she makes me so happy

Robert: And meyl promise for as long as we live, we will always look after you Kim.
ou’re our special girl.)

y Wy s lok a/ly jmzm 'wapals and [ade) at

i o fpds Y epn) Qg v |

@/\ﬂ ’_—Roﬁblé%rpromised. nd I’ve‘b{oken that ;ﬁmise. (’Z}int her to another part of the b\/{iﬁﬂ(/’j L‘”M
Urfil

A
3 @\)country with a family she barely even knows to live with. To a complete family. To a 00/{'15[ O
%\03 Yfamily that has been together for all these years¥She’s been an only child for her whole
%\\\\) : \303 life. "1 don’t know if she’s going to be able to cope. She’ll have to share things. She'll lOaj/ G
\ : \
\

have to do things as a group.Med to get her out of the house! | just don’t know auoeA e,
how she’s going to cope having to be part of an already tight knit family. She’s just not LWM ,

the sociable type. At al\l. ‘ \“ | 0)%;\
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Robert: {over River Flows ln You) | promlsed angry with himself) And I've broken that
promise. I've sent her to another part of the country with a family she barely even
knows to live with. To a complete family. To a family that has been together for all these
years. (fiddles with the baby outfit) She’s been an only child for her whole life. {shrugs
shoulders, fighting back tears) | don’t know if she’s going to be able to cope. She’ll have
to share things. She’ll have to do things as a group. (looks up to audience, laughs) We
struggled to get her out of the house! (pauses, feels gwity about | ug!yn | just don’t
know how she’s going to cope having to be part of an 4, %&m@gﬁw She’s just
not the sociable type. At all. {begins to go through the items on the floor in detail)

River Flows in You fades back up as both go through items, Stage right, Kimberly is
cutting and shredding her memories ang, 8?\6 é(ft Robert is carequy futtmg  things

away. \\

el { Plaw
Kimberly: He thinks I’'m leaving because of him¥ hate how he al{vays presumes that
~___everything is always to do withthim. Most of the time it never is.{But it's not because of
hINLOOk at all of these photos: vaery single one of them is a liex don’t want to have to 0{4/,‘?(’
carry on living a lie as if nothing’s wrong with itMAll my life I've been told not to lie. If |
stayed with Robert then that’s exactly what | would be doing. Lying. | can’t just sit here' j Mfﬁ/
doing nothing with my life when | have a whole different life to discover with my real f*“y ?ﬁ
__family. People keep asking me what | mean by real family. They say that surely Robert’s

my ‘real family¥YWe've never been a family. He had Barbara. She died. He had Darlena. R 1”0
She left. He's had so many oghe inbetween that | can’t even remember their name§‘\, %‘5"?‘
We've never been a stable f mﬁgﬂﬁz s all I've ever wanted: a stable life. If | If | stay here,

I'm not going to get it. | mean, look at all of these photos. TPEVJQ./ Il lies. Just another Kgbﬂf bo
reminder that my whole life has been a complete and utter IIeM\n | can’t cope with
that. | need to be living the truth. In the real world. In a real famllﬁy Why can’t anybody
accept that?! VUQL‘?J\CQ»{ CIJlffﬁ axk @»éff@ .{)h{, O LIPS b
g8 sors ko theans pround fm
Robert: lpoking back through all of thlsmust keeps bringing everything back. When
Barbara was ill, Kim was just like she is now: withdrawn, distant, reserved. The amount
of time she spent, wanting to be with her mum was ridiculous. When she finally died, | PQUSP

“didn"t know what to say to her”All Kim wanted was her mom he kept asking for her,

over and over again. | couldn’t tell her what had really happened. | kept te!lmg,h,er_shx-;d\
had to go on holiday to get better. She was only 2¥What are you supposed to say"r'erow
do you cope with a child who has just lost her mother?

Free 70, p(;/w»mf ﬁi:”(”f"q/c/(/?” O/ Kver %// OIS 17 )g;y

NOAILE

/) st vorg)

Kimberly: ?addy, where’s my mommy?

puoidig G4

Robert™Ermmm, she should be home soon darling,
e ﬁ lo Say

Kimberly®But daddy, where is she?



Nz

Robert: Don’t worry. She’s just gone away for a little while. She’ll be back before you

ok befoe 30 iz/mw ' echoes /adﬁr QELY /31076/

Lok LP y hends g shauldes
Robert: | can't believe | Iled to her “l should’ve just told her. But she as 2. | had no ldea
how she would cope with it all. Sometimes... Sometimes | just wish | could turn back the
clock and make sure we had the right baby. | suppose it wouldn’t make any difference. |

would still be daughterless.



had to go on holiday to get better. She was only 2. {pause) What are you supposed to
say?! (pause) How do you cope with a child who has just lost her mother?

Both freeze as River Flows In You continues to play. An old recording of Kimberly and
Robert begins to play. Echoes throughout Robert’s ‘mind’. Just voices, no action.

Kimberly: Daddy, where’s my mommy?

Robert: favoids question) Ermmm, she should be home soon darling.

_ Kimberly: (begins to sob) But daddy, where is she?

Robert: Don’t worry, She’s just gone away for a little while. She’ll be back before you
know it.

‘back before you know it’ echoes and gradually fades out. As that fades out, River Flows
In You fades up.

Robert: {over River Flows In You) | can’t believe | lied to her. (head in hands) | should’ve

just'told her. But she was 2, (shrugs shoulders) | had no idea how she would cope with it
all. Sometimes... Sometimes | just wish | could turn back the clock and make sure we had
the right baby | suppose it wouldn’t make any difference. | would still be daughterless.

(ause) ’ mh ety clghes
j /d/tf/@m %/ Foce fiow /ﬁﬁ"ﬂ'f’/mf j//c:’&ﬁﬂf /e

Kim erly e started lying to me when he first fo ﬁj:l%ut I wash s He was on

phone to Mom who told him about the tests resu was upstairs listening. He didn't Queve &U 4
know and therrfull on lied to me. He said it was the plumber. Well that was a lie. '™~ 6@ J :

glad I'm leaving himTHe doesn’t deserve to have a child when all he is going to do is lie
to them.

// Moz, %f 24 / 0// N R / {0)’{0@ //g/ﬂ%/&?a{{ ,_:_%3_(1_44 1/0(("@/
Robert: Okay, thankyo Yeah Il tell her... Ermmm, Pm not sufe.. Il figure Oum@/]
to doit... Yeah, l'll phone you back when I've done it... mhmmmm... yep... Okay then...

Bye...Bye.

[adslear fomaang oy )

mberly: Who was that
Robert: Oh, ermmm, noo?‘(e Just the plumber.

o ik ol
Klmlw/\ﬂj What have you got to tell me?

Robert: Oh, just that you need to remember to put the mat down when you shower.
That's all.



Thals ol echo? graciaty Juty AV as EFTY
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Robert: | know | shouldn’t have lied to her. It was never a good idea. It was one of those

lies, you know, that starts out as a tiny white lie but then it just keeps on getting bigger /Q:’“-@g
| and bigger and bigger until it all gets out of control. I shouldn’t've let it get this far/| only

| Mjﬂ told her when | was threatened. Tlle Twiggs threatened to take my baby away from me.

; F ~How could they do that? She’s my baby! She’s always been my baby./I've always been D@ @g”@

! there for her. She’s not going to have thl%éeér’fﬁo when she moves away She needs it.

She won't cope without it. /¢, /’ﬂ /dc,é M%Wdf W GVWQﬁ‘

ZELY fades ézﬁd’/ 7

Kimberly: He seems to think that I'm incapable of looking after myself. He’s been there

~every time he thinks somethings wrong. Most of the time, there is nothing wrong at all.
He just assumes he knows me because I've lived with him for the whole of my life. He’s /g ot g,((/
Mﬁ/ wrong: lee cutting the ties with my family the first time. He ha;)no right to do that. gL, \,JOICJ]
Admittedly, | wasn’t coping but it was never up to him about how | fed my life and who | € t,,\uya )
saw!
.wz( Fruze, [FLY fadt o, 40 weceidng, che
m’j‘ Juw(:ase cIosed
aov’ (o hugging gl et ﬁ)ﬂ?’
Robert Don’ tyéu W ry‘T(/lmberIy you never haveto see thern ever again.
y fwu@f édmff‘ 1032 2 ptan fors @Qeeess? AhHO, 97200 /AW/F
g ]
%U Klmba‘T\?ﬂHe dldn t understand. ﬁvanted to spend my life with them. At Ieast th M vy, /@{’/Jj
Fﬂ"*’p | m i lie to me¥He doesn’t k ow m,eQNot in the slightest. The only person who cﬁaﬁ/f
knows me well enough to ings for me is Mom. She’s the one who gave birth to me, GCJS{D
7 [i She’s the onewho-k everything about me. Robert doesn’t, He doesn’t deserve me./ /O
ﬂgf’; mf r@,épnyone inally, I’'m getting my own way.
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Twigg Household. Gathered on the porch of the house are the 7 Twigg children. There’is L ‘
an air of excitement but also caution as they await the arrival of Kimberly. They begin to
discuss what they have heard their parents saying about how their life will change when
Kimberly arrives. As they are talking, they are fiddling with their clothes and smartening
each other up.

Irisa: When's she supposed to be arriving?
Alice: I’'m not sure but I think mom said about half 5. ’m actually rather excited now. 1
know we’ve met her before and everything but things are gonna be different now she’s

moving in with us for good.

Jack: Yeah, I suppose but, by the sounds of things, things are gonna get very different
around here.

Alice: What d’you mean?

Jack: Have you not heard all the things Mom and Pop have been saying?

et
Alice: Ermmmm, no? ) .

Jasmine? As if you haven’t heard thein talking about it!
B <R

b‘\ Ef

Jasimine: 1’m not saying you are, I’m just saying that they’ve been making it pretty
obvi...

- a//éfgy oo |
Irisa: Guys, stop! Wedon’t want Kimberly to arrive and just see us arguing. That’s not
the kind of family we are.

N .
Alice: I'll stop when I’m told what’s been said!

S /79% A, ot #idh Sttt

Jasmine: Basically, they"ve just been saying that our routine is gonna change slightly.
(rtoUf

Alice: In ;}?t way?
e

Chanji¢: Are you seriously asking this?

émé&//@g’ : ﬂé?(/;fc?, qwg[ez M ég%wf

Alice: Well, yeah*1 don’t understand what you’re saying.

oY Ay Py
(ﬁé’?é%t h/,%Cf s, 4»?/5&/%;.4?& v

Rupert ey’ve said is that we’re gonnd have to behave slightly differently around

(Kimberly enters and stands avWkwardly to the side of them)<— éﬂ&é / o Kﬂ /



Irisa: Yeah, she’s been an only child all her life, the woman she thought was her mom
died of cancer and then her step—mom left them. Hardly the best childhood f01 her to

(aﬂsif(}(? (5 wy haww 2 tvfé’ﬁé awbupicd 2t st o, g/’ﬁw” /aﬁnﬁ ﬁdﬁo/ /%/0

f ice: | suppose. But?'does this mean we’re gonna have to sortf teach her to be
e part of a family?

S@/CaW ’I:I;;r;':)/()h, and she finally catches on. Good work Alice, good work, ﬁﬂ wtf 1_9/00/ A ﬁ_féé‘
gf Mup Harry. 7h/0nsS husv? 4t el (o

| ‘ :

%Mi Kimberly: Ermm, hello ﬁéf@’? / A'(ﬂ/ /é/ w7

Allcewsn[u ely, bemg part of a family is mstmct‘? If she can’t do that then she must be..

) Wéé & Clncs her Hhiont 19 kenyc? ang (alek /e, by

Kimberlyzi
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Structural Device

Example

Justification

Climax

Kimberly's
4th
monologue

To release the tension that
had been building up
throughout the scene

Denouvement

Throughout
the piece

To slowly explain to the
audience the background
of the character and
stimulus

Rising Action

Kimberly's
1st
monologue

To show that there is a lot
of anger within Kimberly
and she has to let it aall out




- CONVENTIONS



Convention Justification
To emphasise the
amotions of the
characters
) To show an eventin
Flash backs Flasr;)t?iﬁl;;o fiest more detail than
Y description could do
show what s going

To
on inside the characters

head
To create an older fee!

To show that the

\Joiceovers Used in al

flashbacks characters are
remembering and the
memories are rain
To create the feeling of
going pack in time

Used for Rovert -
To emphasisé the

Freezeframes and Kimberly :
Kimberly at certain

points

-
To break up the
monologues

Used during the
flashbacks To ensure the audience
follow the story line

- ——
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Music: River Flows In You — Yiruma, fades down, background music when Robert is
talking but the only sound during the opening section:

Stage right, spot comes up on Kimberly in YMCA hostel. Surrounding her are photos,
birthday cards and various other memories from her childhood. There is also a black bin
bag and a pair of scissors close to her. One by one, she cuts and shreds the photos and
birthday cards and throws then away into the black bin bag. As she is doing this, stage
left, a spot comes up on Robert Mays who is looking through memorabilia (baby clothes,
drawings, photos) that he has of Kimberly. He is in Kimberly’s bedroom at their home. It
has been her bedroom all of her life. However, instead of shredding them, he is folding
them and putting them away, holding onto the memories.

Robert: (over River Flows In You) (barely looks up at the audience, spends majority of
time looking at the floor or at the items he is surrounded by) | don’t understand where it
all went so wrong. | thought, when | stopped the visits, everything would go back to
normal. During those visits, Kim wasn’t herself. (pause] At all. (pause)} She became even
more detached and even more reserved than she was before. (pause) And then she just
broke down. (shrugs shoulders, sad laugh) She told me she wanted her life back. The
way it was before the Twiggs got involved. But something changed. In these last five
months the situations have been switched. { can’t believe she’s cut all ties with me.
She’s left me with nobody, literally. {pause) Those Twiggs already have 7 children and
they’re taking Kim away from me. (angry} | feel like I've let Barbara down completely.
She made Kim so happy. (smiling to self, remembering, begins to go through birthday
cards on the floor) Her first birthday was one of the happiest days of my life. (hugs the
baby clothes and birthday cards he picked up from the floor)

Everything freezes, just an old recording of voices playing, echoing around Roberts
‘mind’, a chorus of ‘Happy Birthday’ begins, hear a baby laughing throughout the whole
thing. As the recording is playing, lights up on center stage on a couple crowded round a
pram, facing audience.
Robert: Happy birthday Kimberly!

(together)
Barbara: Happy birthday Kim!
Couple on stage begins to push the pram offstage right.
Robert: She’s grown up so quickly, look at her hair!

Barbara: | know, she makes me so happy.

Robert: And me. You're our special girl. | promise for as long as we live, we will always
look after you Kim.



‘always look after you Kim’ echoes and gradually fades out. As the echo fades, the lights
on center stage also fade. As the two fade out, River Flows in You begins again.

River Flows In You fades sfightly

Robert: {over River Flows In You) | promised. {angry with himself) And I've broken that
promise. I've sent her to another part of the country with a family she barely even
knows to live with. To a complete family. To a family that has been together for all these
years. (fiddles with the baby outfit) She’s been an only child for her whole life. (shrugs
shoulders, fighting back tears) | don’t know if she’s going to be able to cope. She'll have
to share things. She’ll have to do things as a group. flooks up to audience, laughs) We

- struggled to get her out of the house! (pauses, feels guilty about laughing) | just don’t
know how she’s going to cope having to be part of an already close family. She’s just not
the sociable type. At all. (begins to go through the items on the floor in detail)

River Flows in You fades back up as both go through items. Stage right, Kimberly is
cutting and shredding her memories and stage left, Robert is carefully putting things
away.

Kimberly: {over River Flows In You) He thinks I'm leaving because of him. {angrily} | hate
how he always presumes that everything is always to de with him. Most of the time it
never is. But it’s not because of him. {pause) Look at all of these photos. {shows the
audience all of the photos. With every word, she throws a group of photos on to the
floor) Every single one of them is a lie. {alf photos on floor) | don’t want to have to carry
on living a lie as if nothing’s wrong with it. (clenching teeth, anger building up) All my life
I've been told not to lie. If | stayed with Robert then that’s exactly what | would be
doing. Lying. | can’t just sit here, doing nothing with my life when | have a whole
different life to discover with my real family. (Lights fade up on centre stage. Whole
Twigg family are together, laughing and enjoying themselves. All in garden. Irisa, Ernest
and Regina are talking together, Alice and Jasmine are skipping together, the 4 boys
' playing a game of cards. All are enjoying the sunshine and being together as the family)
People keep asking me what | mean by real family. They say that surely Robert’s my ‘real
family’. (disbelieving laugh, angry) We've never been a family. {left hand out) He had
Barbara. She died. (right hand out) He had Darlena. She left. (both hands in front) He's
had so many others in between that | can’t even remember their names. We've never
been a stable family. {laughing) That's all I've ever wanted: a stable life. If | stay here,
'm not going to get it. | mean, look at all of these photos. They're all lies. (begins to cry)
Just another reminder that my whole life has been a complete and utter lie. (quieter)
And | can’t cope with that. | need to be living the truth. In the real world. In a real family.
Why can’t anybody accept that?! {hysterical, crying, attacking photos with scissors)

River Flows in You fades back up as Kimberly curls up in a ball and begins to rock
backwards and forwards. Robert is slowly making his way through packing up all of the
items.



Robhert: (over River Flows In You) looking back through all of this {gestures to the items
around him), just keeps bringing everything back. When Barbara was ill, Kim was just
like she is now: withdrawn, distant, reserved. The amount of time she spent, wanting to
be with her mum was ridiculous. When she finally died, | didn’t know what to say to
her. {fighting back tears) All Kim wanted was her mom, (pause) She kept asking for her,
over and over again. | couldn’t tell her what had really happened. | kept telling her she’d
had to go on holiday to get better. She was only 2. (pause) What are you supposed to
say?! (pause) How do you cope with a child who has just lost her mother?

Both freeze os River Flows In You continues to play. An old recording of Kimberly and
~ Robert begins to play. Echoes throughout Robert’s ‘mind’. Just voices, no action.

Kimberly: Daddy, where’s my mommy?
Robert: (avoids question) Ermmm, she should be home soon darling.
Kimberly: (begins to sob) But daddy, where is she?

Robert: Don’t worry. She’s just gone away for a little while. She’ll be back before you
know it.

‘back before you know it” echoes and gradually fades out. As that fades out, River Flows
In You fades up.

Robert: {over River Flows In You) | can’t believe | lied to her. (head in hands) | should’ve
just told her. But she was 2. (shrugs shoulders} | had no idea how she would cope with it
all. Sometimes... Sometimes | just wish | could turn back the clock and make sure we had
the right baby. | suppose it wouldn’t make any difference. | would still be daughterless.
(fiddling with baby clothes)

Kimberly: (make-up all over the place from crying. Still cutting photos) He started lying
to me when he first found out | wasn’t his. He was on the phone to Mom who told him
about the tests results. (loughs) | was upstairs listening. He didn’t know and then (with
each word she cuts at the photos) full on lied to me. He said it was the plumber. (angry
laugh) Well that was a lie. {pause) I'm glad I'm leaving him. {pause) He doesn’t deserve
to have a child when all he is going to do is lie to them.

Both freeze as River Flows In You continues to play. An old recording of Robert and
Kimberly begins to play. Echoes around Kimberly’s ‘mind’.

Robert: Okay, thankyou... Yeah, I'll tell her... Ermmm, I'm not sure... {sigh) I'll figure out a
way to do it... Yeah, I'll phone you back when I've done it... mhmmmm... yep... Okay
then... Bye...Bye.



Lights up on center stage. Sound of footsteps running down the stairs. Little girl comes
running on stage from stage left to father standing center stage.

Kimberly: Who was that Dad?

Father on stage gives girl a massive hug.

Robert: You sound like an elephant running down those stairs!

Kimberly: (muffled, trying to get truth out) What have you got to tell me?
Father onstage holds onto girl.

Robert: Oh, just that you have a math test on Monday. That’s ail.

‘That's all’ echoes and gradually fades out. Lights on center stage fade on father and
daughter still hugging. As both fade out, River Flows In You fades up.

Robert: | know | shouldn’t have lied to her. It was never a good idea. (faster than before)
It was one of those lies, you know, that starts out as a tiny white lie but then it just
keeps on getting bigger and bigger and bigger until it all gets out of control. (pause) |
shouldn’t've let it get this far. (pause) | only told her when | was threatened. The Twiggs
threatened to take my baby away from me. (begins to sob)How could they do that?
She’s my baby. (pause) (quieter than before) She’s always been my baby. {hugging baby
clothes) I've always been there for her. She's not going to have this love when she
moves away. She needs it. She won'’t cope without it. (begins to rock backwards and
forwards)

Kimberly: He seems to think that I'm incapable of looking after myself. He's been there
every time he thinks something’s wrong. Most of the time, there is nothing wrong at all.
He just assumes he knows me because I've lived with him for the whole of my life.
{pause) (quieter than before} He's wrong. Like, cutting the ties with my family the first
time. (quieter than before) He had no right to do that. Admittedly, | wasn’t coping but it
was never up to him about how | led my life and who | saw!

Both freeze as River Flows In You continues to play. An old recording of Robert and the
judge begins to play. Echoes around Kimberly’s ‘mind’.

Judge: (hammer down) Case closed.
Lights up center stage on father and daughter hugging.

Robert: Don’t you worry Kimberly, you never have to see them ever again.



‘vou never have to see them ever again’ echoes and gradually fades out. Lights on centre
stage fade on father and daughter still hugging. As both fade out, River Flows In You
fades up.

Kimberly: {quiet} He didn’t understand. | wanted to spend my life with them. {angry,
teeth clenched) At least they wouldn’t lie to me. He doesn’t know how | feel. Not in the
slightest. The only person who knows me well enough to do things for me is Mom. She’s
the one who gave birth to me. She’s the one who knows everything about me. Robert
doesn’t. {pause) He doesn’t deserve me. (pause) {a lot quieter than before) He doesn’t
deserve anyone. (picking up every last memory and putting them into the bin bag)
Finally, I'm getting my ownway. S

Kimberly picks up the bin bag once everything is in it and leaves the room. Exit stage
right. Spot light fades on Kimberly’s room in the hospice. As she is packing things up,
Robert is on the other side of the stage Robert puts the final things into the suitcase of
memorabilia and carefully shuts the suitcase. He places the suitcase on the bed and exits
stage left. Spot light fades on Kimberly’s room at their house. As soon as Robert has left,
lights come up on centre stage. Kimberly enters upstage right with the bin bag. She is in
the reception of the YMCA hospice. There is no one else around. She puts the bag into
the bin and turns to walk away. As she is walking away, she hesitates and turns around
to look at the bin, She goes to walk back to it but changes her mind and leaves. Exits
upstage left. Lights fade to blackout on the bin in the middle of the stage.



Centre stage, generally cover lighting, slightly dimmed. Twigg Household. Early evening.
Gathered on the porch of the house are the 7 Twigg children. Facing slightly to the right,
in a vague horseshoe shape. Alice and Irisa are the centre of it. There is an air of
excitement but also caution as they await the arrival of Kimberly. They begin to discuss
what they have heard their parents saying about how their life will change when
Kimberly arrives. As they are talking, they are fiddling with their clothes and smartening
each other up. All are wearing Sunday best to create a good first impression for
Kimberly.

Irisa: (sorting out Harry’s tie) When’s she supposed to be arriving?

~ Alice: (flattening out the creases in her dress) I’'m not sure but | think mom said about
half 5. I'm actually rather excited now. | know we’ve met her before and everything but
things are gonna be different now she’s moving in with us for good.

Jack: Yeah, | suppose but, by the sounds of things, things are gonna get very different
around here,

Alice: What d’you mean?

Jack: Have you not heard all the things Mom and Pop have been saying?

Alice: (pauses to think about it) Ermmmm, no?

Jasmine: (shocked) As if you haven’t heard them talking about it!

Alice: Well, 'm sorry I'm not a nosey parker. (sticks tongue out and mocks her)

Jasmine: (attempts to prove she is better than her twin) I'm not saying you are, I'm just
saying that they’'ve been making it pretty obvi..,

Irisa: (cuts Jasmine off) Guys, stop! We don’t want Kimberly to arrive and just see us
arguing. That's not the kind of family we are.

Alice: (angry, frustrated) {'ll stop when I'm told what's been said!

Jasmine: (skimming over the surface, doesn’t want to go into detail) Basically, they've
just been saying that our routine is gonna change slightly.

Alice: (curious) In what way?

Charlie: (annoyed) Are you seriously asking this?



Alice: {embarrassed) Well, yeah. (pauses)(quieter than before) | don’t understand what
you're saying.

Rupert: (calming Alice down, informing her) All they've said is that we’'re gonna have to
behave slightly differently around Kim.

(Kimberly enters downstage left and stands awkwardly to the side of them. She is
constantly running her hands through her hair as if it annoying her. They have their
backs to her so she isn’t seen)

Irisa: Yeah, she’s been an only child all her life, the woman she thought was her mom
“died of cancer and then her step-mom left them. Hardly the best childhood for herto
have now is it?

(Kimberly looks awkward and embarrassed at the side of stage)

Alice: | suppose. But, (considering how to say and phrase what she wants to say} does
this mean we’re gonna have to sort of teach her how to be part of a family?

Harry: (sarcastic) Oh, and she finally catches on. Good work Alice, good work. (Begins a
slow sarcastic clap. A few giggles are heard from the rest of the group)

Alice: Shut up Harry. (throws him an evil look)
Kimberly: (quietly, almost a whisper) Ermm, hello.

Alice: (doesn’t hear Kimberly) Surely, being part of a family is instinct? If she can’t do
that then she must be...

(Kimberly clears her throat to interrupt and catch their attention before she hears
something she doesn’t want to)

Kimberly: Hi.

(All Twiggs turn to look at her, Alice looks extremely embarrassed, avoids eye contact
with anybody)
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