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Edexcel: supporting
controlled assessment

for GCSE Citizenship Studies

Sign up today for regular updates on our Controlled Assessment Support
Service by completing the enclosed pre-paid postcard.

Your questions about controlled assessment for
citizenship studies
What form do the controlled assessment tasks take?  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯
(a)  Short Course candidates take Units 1 and 2. Unit 1 is assessed by an externally marked written exam. Unit 2 

is the controlled assessment task. This must be related to one of the nine generic themes which are based on
the Key Stage 4 National Programme of Study for Citizenship and which form the basis of the specification.

(b)  Full Course candidates will also take Units 3 and 4. Unit 3 is assessed externally by a written exam. Unit 4 
is the controlled assessment task. The campaign must be based on one of the nine generic content areas 
which appear in the specification and are common to the Short and Full Courses.

When and how will the controlled assessment tasks be made available?  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯
Tasks will be available to download from our website at the start of the Autumn Term in 2009 for Unit 2 and in 
Autumn 2010 for Unit 4.

Will Edexcel provide resources for teaching the controlled assessment tasks?  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯
Yes. We have given extensive guidance on controlled assessment in the Teacher’s Guide which you received with
your specification. Students can practise working their way through a task before they complete the controlled
assessment. This practise will help them to perform confidently in the controlled assessment task and help them 
to achieve their best.

Will more exemplar materials and guidance on marking be available?  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯
Yes. We will provide you with actual students’ work, marked by a senior moderator and containing their
commentary to explain the standard (or marks) achieved. You will have access to these exemplar materials 
by unit from the beginning of the academic year in which that unit is first assessed, so that you can mark
confidently and accurately. These will be made available on Edexcel Online.

Will there be a choice of tasks available? ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯
Yes. There will be a choice of generic tasks for Units 2 and 4. These tasks will be based on the nine range 
and content areas listed in the specification. The choice of task for Unit 4 should be from a different area 
than that selected for Unit 2. The tasks can be contextualised to meet local requirements, or expanded on 
a international basis.

How are the write-up sessions organised?  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯
You can decide when the sessions are held and how long each one is, as long as students are supervised and all
controlled assessment requirements are met. Requirements can be found in the specification. The write-up is
completed under normal classroom supervision and you must retain the students' work between sessions.

What if one of my students misses one of the write-up sessions?  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯
We have made certain that our controlled assessment is flexible for both you and your students. If students are
unable to attend a write-up session, you can allow them to sit the task at a convenient time, as long as they are
supervised and all controlled assessment requirements are met.

Jenny  Wales 
Chair of Examiners
GCSE Citizenship Studies  

CA GCSE09 A4 LEAFLETS x10  25/11/08  17:21  Page 9



Stage 2 – Delivering
controlled assessment

Comprehensive resources and support
materials  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

To help you deliver the specification we’ll provide comprehensive
published resources for you to use in the classroom. With
teaching resources matched to the specification and written by
our experts and subject specialists, you can be confident that
you’re fully prepared and covering all the necessary content.
To find out more and to order your FREE evaluation pack
visit www.edexcel.com/gcse-subjectresources 

Stage 3 – Assessing
controlled assessment

Student exemplars with senior 
moderator commentary ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

We will provide you with actual students’ work marked 
by a senior moderator and containing their commentary 
to explain the standard (or marks) achieved. You will have 
access to these exemplars by unit from the beginning of the
academic year in which that unit is first assessed, so that 
you can mark confidently and accurately. These will be 
made available on Edexcel Online.

Free online citizenship studies
community to help you mark 
with confidence  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

From the beginning of 2009, you will be able to discuss
marking with your peers in our online citizenship studies
community. You will also be able to view a series of podcasts
answering your frequently asked questions.

Easy-to-use assessment grids 
and ongoing support  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

When it comes to marking your students’ work, we are
committed to ensuring you have all the support you need,
including easy-to-use assessment and marking grids and 
access to our subject experts. So if you have a question or 
are uncertain about any aspect of your students’ work, help 
is at hand.

Our 3 Stage Controlled Assessment Support Service
Stage 1 – Understanding
controlled assessment

Getting started with the Edexcel
Teacher’s Guide  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

To get you started, we have given extensive guidance on
controlled assessment in the Teacher’s Guide, which you
received with your specification. This outlines what
controlled assessment is and gives you an overview of 
how best to manage the change from coursework to
controlled assessment.

Local network meetings with a senior
moderator ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

We will hold controlled assessment local network meetings
from the beginning of 2010, where you’ll have the opportunity
to meet with senior citizenship studies moderators face-to-face
and network with other citizenship studies teachers from your
area. You will be able to look at real examples of student work,
mark the work for yourself, and then talk through the marks
with a senior moderator.

All the information you need at your
fingertips  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

In case you’re unable to attend your local network meeting,
we will also offer live interactive online events during which 
a senior citizenship studies moderator will answer your
questions. You will have the opportunity to view a recording
of these events at your convenience.

Stage 1 of our support service ensures that you fully understand the changes to internal
assessment. We will make sure that you are aware of the requirements and that you are
supported in managing controlled assessment in citizenship studies.

Stage 2 of our support service ensures that your issues are addressed as and when they
arise and that practical help is on hand when you need it.

Stage 3 of our support service ensures that you can mark each student’s work
confidently and accurately, making sure that there are no surprises when it comes
to results day.

Tasks available as early as possible to help
you prepare ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

We will make the controlled assessment tasks available to you
as early as possible to give you time to identify any queries
you may have before setting the tasks. Tasks will be available
to download from Edexcel Online at the start of the Autumn
Term in 2009 for Unit 2 and in Autumn 2010 for Unit 4.

Jenny  Wales 
Chair of Examiners
GCSE Citizenship Studies  

For more information on 
GCSE Citizenship Studies please
visit www.edexcel.com/gcse2009
or call 0844 576 0027.

Help at hand from our experts when you
need it  ❯❯❯❯❯❯❯

Simply call 0844 576 0027 with any questions you may have
about our specification or teaching citizenship studies.
Additionally, from February 2009 you will be able to email your
controlled assessment queries directly to senior moderators. This
will ensure that you are fully supported in delivering controlled
assessment.
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