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Introduction
It is pleasing to report that many candidates approached this sitting of the Unit 3 Papers 
with confidence. They demonstrated an ability to focus in greater depth on the three themes 
introduced in Unit 1. 

Many candidates responded effectively to the challenge of examining a theme from a 
number of different perspectives: individual, community, national, global, political, social 
and ethical. They successfully identified and sought to reconcile the different and often 
conflicting ideas and opinions associated with these perspectives. 

Overall, the strongest responses demonstrated sound knowledge and understanding 
and complemented the Source material in the data response and short extended writing 
questions with relevant and topical 'own knowledge'. 

Most candidates made good use of the time available and left sufficient time to respond to 
the final 15 mark question.

A few candidates misinterpreted some questions and were not able to exploit fully the 
stimulus Source material or the scaffolding points provided for Question 15. These however 
were in a minority.

This report does not include examples of the multiple choice questions but covers the short 
answer, extended answer and essay questions.
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Question 8 (a)
Nearly all candidates could define NIMBY, as shown in the mark scheme. Some candidates 
could explain that a NIMBY was not necessarily against developments, just not 'near where 
they live'.

This response provides a clear definition and explanation. 
This candidate scored 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

A clear definition and explanation earns full marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (b)
Candidates who read the question carefully were able to gain full marks on this question. 
Candidates must be able to distinguish fact from opinion, in this case the language was 
clear with 'It was claimed' for the opinion response.

Nearly all candidates achieved 1 mark for 'fact'.

The majority of candidates were able to extract the correct information from the source and 
distinguish between fact and opinion.

This question clearly states, 'From the first paragraph'.  
Candidates who got this wrong answered from the wrong paragraph.
This response scored 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Fact is something that can be proved. Look at the 
language for 'Opinion', 'It was claimed'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9
This question was well answered by most candidates. Candidates were awarded a mark for 
recognising, 'range/variety/species', or 'area/environment'.

Question 10
This question was attempted by most candidates. They were able to give an accurate 
explanation of the two statements. Being able to interpret statements and opinions is an 
important skill in Citizenship, so candidates are able to question information on various issues.

This candidate is able to interpret the statements and give 
articulate and concise answers that show clear understanding. 
Full marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

You must be able to interpret information that is 
presented to you.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
The majority of candidates were able to identify how an individual could reduce emissions. 
Some candidates could only make reference to global issues or what governments could do. 
This question required the candidates to understand the language used in exams.

The majority of candidates had a good understanding of how individuals could reduce CO2 
emissions. Where candidates lost marks it was because they gave suggestions as to how 
governments or countries could reduce their emissions.

This candidate clearly understands the question and has 
knowledge of the specification. Three marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

Read the question carefully. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (a)
Careful reading of both the Source material and the question is essential in order to write a 
relevant response. The majority of candidates were able to extract the correct information 
from the Source.

This candidate showed clear understanding of the question and 
the Source material. Full marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

If the question states 'Using Source', that is where the 
answers will be found.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (b)
Some candidates could correctly identify reasons against the building of nuclear power 
plants. They were able to identify risks shown in Source B of radiation leaks and explosions 
to gain full marks. Other candidates could identify the link to nuclear weapons and possible 
terrorism.

Even though the mark scheme states 'difficult to dispose of waste', this 
candidate clearly alludes to this in answer 1. The candidate clearly uses 
'own knowledge' in reference to Chernobyl. Marks would have been 
awarded even without that reference.
This response scored 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Even if the question asks for 'own knowledge', 
check the Source for clues.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
The question requires extended writing, marks are out of 6 with 3 levels. There were good 
examples of well thought out responses, however many candidates did not refer to the 
'planning stage' and misinterpreted the question.

Candidates were awarded 1 mark for a word list. It was not possible for candidates to move 
out of Level 1 if they did not give any development of the points made.

For Level 3 a candidate needs to show, 'well developed points supported by simple but 
acceptable examples with clear explanations'.

This is an example of a Level 3 answer, i.e. the candidate gives 
three clear points and explains each of them accurately. 6 marks 
were awarded.

Examiner Comments

Make your point and then develop it with an 
explanation.

Examiner Tip
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Question 14
This question required extended writing and was marked out of 8, using four Levels. Some 
candidates presented good knowledge and expertise in presenting their arguments. Some 
candidates were able to support their arguments with evidence, showing good exam 
preparation. 

In these questions it is not possible to proceed beyond Level 2 if there is only one point of 
view demonstrated, no matter how well written. Candidates do need practice at extended 
writing in order to be able to identify when they are arguing for and against a point of view.

The example answer shows the type of response that can achieve Level 4, 7-8 marks. There 
are no typical specimen answers. The indicative content in the mark scheme gives a clear 
idea of the type of points that might reasonably be expected to be discussed.

Some strong answers were able to give both a factual and a moral standpoint, balancing the 
economic difficulties against the humanitarian ones.
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This is a good example of a Level 4 answer and it scored 
the maximum 8 marks. It is balanced, covering both points 
of view and uses clear evidence to support arguments and 
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding.

Examiner Comments

Use the Source material for evidence to support the 
points you are making.

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
This question required extended writing and was marked out of 15, using five Levels. Some 
candidates presented good knowledge and expertise in presenting their arguments. Some 
candidates were able to support their arguments with evidence, showing good preparation. 

It is important for candidates to understand the significance of the levels mark scheme. 
To move beyond Level 2 requires points both for and against but with balance and reason 
supported by examples of issues or events. Candidates should not lose sight of the question 
being asked, for which the four bullet points are just a guide. Writing four mini essays 
in response to each of them may show relevant discussion but may not result in actually 
answering the question that was set at the top of the page.

Candidates need to be aware that Indicative Content is just that, i.e. an indicator of 
the type of issues, events, evidence or examples that can be expected to be included. 
Obviously, other relevant issues, events, evidence or examples can be legitimately included 
and, of course, will be awarded marks accordingly. Some candidates did not go beyond 
Level 2 because of a lack of development or balance of a reasoned discussion supported by 
evidence or examples.

Some strong answers gave relevant contemporary examples, making reference to World 
Summits, the Kyoto Agreement and Local Agenda 21. The candidates who were able to 
construct an effective and balanced evaluation not only used the scaffolding, but gave 
thoughtful examples, often relating to their understanding of 'environmental targets' and 
'the economic issues relating to LEDCs'. There were some well developed conclusions 
enabling candidates to reach Level 5. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and clarity of 
expression were taken into consideration when awarding marks on this question.

The example answer shows the type of response that can achieve Level 4 with between 
10-12 marks. There are no typical specimen answers. The indicative content in the mark 
scheme gives a clear idea of the type of points that might reasonably be expected to be 
discussed.



14 GCSE Citizenship 5CS03 3A



GCSE Citizenship 5CS03 3A 15

This is good example of a high Level 4 response which scored 
12 marks. To move into Level 5 a more reasoned conclusion 
would be needed.

Examiner Comments

Leave yourself enough time to plan this question 
carefully. Evidence can be used from the Source 
material. Do not forget the conclusion.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary 
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice: 

•	 spend time to ensure each question is given sufficient consideration to ensure a relevant 
interpretation is made 

•	 where appropriate, be more concise, e.g. where the question says "give a reason" a 
relevant sentence will be rewarded equally with a longer and more time consuming 
paragraph 

•	 in narrative type questions/answers attempt to summarise the discussion and give a 
simple conclusion 

•	 recognise that source material for some questions will be contextual rather than 
information providing 

•	 make full use of scaffolding points where appropriate. It is not essential that you use 
these but experience suggests that they can be very useful in supplying a structure for 
organising material and can often be a stimulus for developing ideas and arguments.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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