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Student 1 - Task

Context: Leisure

Task: Holidays - the chance to win 2 weeks in the sun

You decided to enter a competition for the chance of winning a two week holiday to Europe. You
have to write an account of your holiday experience and preferences.

You should include:

 a description of a recent holiday you have been on - where you stayed, how you got there, when

you went etc

 what you did whilst you were there

 your opinion of the holiday

 what type of holidays you like best and why

 your plans for your holiday next year

 why you think you should win the competition

Remember, in order to score the highest marks you must answer each task fully developing your
answers where it is appropriate to do so.
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Student 1 - Approach to task

Context: Leisure

Task: Holidays - the chance to win 2 weeks in the sun

Stage One - Preparation

 Taught topic “holidays” using power point slides, worksheets and other relevant resources –
where, how to get there. 1 test on vocabulary and phrases

 Revised relationships of people to help form sentences
 Revised “environment” and “free time” in relation to holidays, focusing on the usage of different

tenses linking with a range of conjunctions covered previously. 1 homework writing about “my
hobby”

Stage two - Students are provided with the task

Students were given the task and reminded of AQA requirements at this stage in that they had up to
six hours to prepare for Stage 3, including the submission of a plan using the Task Planning Form.
It was explained that they could have access to a variety of resources in this planning and
preparation phase, but the outcome of their preparation must be their own personal response to the
task. They were reminded that the teacher was no longer a resource at this stage but acceptable
available resources (text books, notes, worksheets) were identified.

Lesson spent on possible approaches to the task. Criteria shared with class in order for the
students to access appropriate marks for Content, Range of Language and Accuracy. Emphasised
use of longer sentences, time expressions, use of conjunctions. Also discussed common
errors/omissions. Students told to retrieve all useful resources as a homework activity. Students
then spent 2 lessons producing a draft response under the supervision of teacher (this was
collected in and kept in school) and also producing a Task Planning Form with prompts to aid their
production of the task. Students were reminded that the maximum word number for the Task
Planning Form is 40 words (50 characters). The Task Planning Form was checked and commented
on by the teacher and returned. Students then spent class time preparing for Stage 3, using their
draft and Task Planning Form. Stage 2 lasted 6 hours.

Stage three - Task

Task completed under controlled conditions in one hour. Students had access to their Task
Planning Form, the task and a bilingual dictionary.
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Student 1 - Commentary

Task: Holidays - the chance to win 2 weeks in the sun

Content - 11

All suggested bullet points are completed and a good range of developments and opinions
expressed, with mostly relevant responses. A lot of information was delivered clearly, expressing
and explaining ideas and points of view. However, the ideas relating to the journey could have been
developed more clearly. Inaccurate language occasionally impacts on communication, therefore 11
was awarded, rather than a higher mark.

Range of language - 8

There is a wide range of vocabulary and structures in the piece. The use of去年, 明年, 然后, 还, 

认为, 因为…所以, are examples of a variety of language. More complex sentences are attempted, eg

我觉得最好的假期…… and 对…感兴趣. However, they are not always used successfully when

expressing personal opinions of best holidays and the reason for winning. It does not fit the
descriptor 9-10 very comfortably, therefore a mark of 8 was awarded.

Accuracy - 4

There are errors in non-complex structures eg 我们在秋天去 or 我们去的时候是秋天 should be used

instead of 在秋天我们去; 活动 instead of 适动. However, verb and tense formations are correct and

the structure of the piece is good. A mark of 4 is the best fit for the piece.

Total: 23/30
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Student 2 - Task

Context: Cross Context

Task: A post for a blog

Write a post for a blog about your shopping habits

You could include:

 what money you have and how you get it

 how often you go shopping and where

 a description of your favourite shop/shopping centre and why you like it

 how you spent your money last week

 whether money is important to you and why/not

 a description of something you want to buy

Remember, in order to score the highest marks you must answer the task fully, developing your
response where it is appropriate to do so.
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Student 2 - Approach to task

Context: Cross Context

Task: Money and shopping

Stage One - Preparation

 Taught topics “current and future jobs” and “holidays” using power point slides, worksheets and
other supplementary materials – occupations, types of jobs, places to go and how, names of the
currency, payment and opinions.

 Taught conjunction 除了…..以外 and superlatives by using 最. 1 test on vocabulary, 1 test on

sentence formations and 1 homework writing about “earning money by doing a part- time job to go
on a holiday”.

 Revised “relationships and choices” for a variety of approaches of getting money/presents and to
express personal opinions. 1 homework about “my birthday party”.

 Revised “free time and the media”, focusing on the usage of different tenses linking with a range
of conjunctions covered previously.

Stage two - Students are provided with the task

Students were given the task and reminded of AQA requirements at this stage in that they had up to
six hours to prepare for Stage 3, including the submission of a plan using the Task Planning Form. It
was explained that they could have access to a variety of resources in this planning and preparation
phase, but the outcome of their preparation must be their own personal response to the task. They
were reminded that the teacher was no longer a resource at this stage but acceptable available
resources (text books, notes, worksheets) were identified.

Lesson spent on possible approaches to the task. Criteria shared with class in order for the students
to access appropriate marks for Content, Range of Language and Accuracy. Emphasised use of
longer sentences, time expressions, use of conjunctions. Also discussed common errors/omissions.
Students told to retrieve all useful resources as a homework activity. Students then spent 2 lessons
producing a draft response under the supervision of teacher (this was collected in and kept in school)
and also producing a Task Planning Form with prompts to aid their production of the task. Students
were reminded that the maximum word number for the Task Planning Form is 40 words (50
characters). The Task Planning Form was checked and commented on by the teacher and returned.
Students then spent class time preparing for Stage 3, using their draft and Task Planning Form.
Stage 2 lasted 6 hours.

Stage three - Task

Task completed under controlled conditions in one hour. Students had access to their Task Planning
Form, the task and a bilingual dictionary.
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Student 2 - Commentary

Task: Money and shopping

Content - 9

The piece matches the descriptor for “sufficient”. All suggested bullet points are completed, with
several developments. Quite a lot of information is conveyed clearly. Ideas are developed and there
are some points of view, which are also explained. However, the ideas relating to how often to go
shopping and where could have been made clearer. How money was spent last week and a
description of something to buy could also have been developed further. Finally, an ending with some
personal opinions is needed. Overall, it is very close to the range “good” (10-12) and therefore a mark
of 9 is awarded.

Range of language - 8

A wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures is used. The use of 去年夏天， 明天,

indicating the use of past tense and future tense, are examples of a wide range of language. More
complex sentences are attempted and are mostly successful, ie there are long sentences and the use
of appropriate words, including measure words, comparisons, conjunctions and modal verbs eg

每小时, 最喜欢, 能, 比, 因为…所以… , 虽然…可是… . It is almost in the 9-10 range of marks if the

mark for Content had been higher and “last week” 上个星期 instead of 去了星期 had been expressed

correctly. It fits the descriptor for 7-8 well, therefore, a top mark of 8 is awarded.

Accuracy - 4

The piece is generally accurate but errors occur in attempts at more complex sentences. Verb and

tense formations are usually correct but not secure, eg 是 should not appear in 所以是常常很热闹; 

去我最喜欢的商场购物 instead 去购物在我的最喜欢的商场里; 上个星期 instead of 去了星期.

Moreover, there are a few errors in character writing, eg 商 ，住，重, therefore a mark of 4 is

awarded.

Total: 21/30
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