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Introduction
The GCSE writing paper is set and designed to test candidates’ writing skills as well as their 
knowledge of Arabic language. The examination paper has been designed to accommodate 
a wide range of students’ profiles and rewards work from grades G to A*. It consists of 
two tasks that require the candidate to produce 2 essays in Arabic under supervised exam 
conditions. Candidates have one hour to complete this paper, which carries a maximum of 
50 marks.

The questions in this paper were well prepared and carefully chosen. In general, candidates’ 
performance was of a high standard. Most of the questions proved accessible for a 
considerable number of candidates and there was no indication that English words or 
phrases in the question paper posed difficulty to candidates.

The paper consists of Section A (Short writing task) and Section B (Long writing task).

In Section A, candidates are required to write 30 - 70 words in Arabic to answer one out of 
four questions that relate to the prescribed themes of:

  1. Media, Travel and Culture

  2. Sports, Leisure and Work

The task is assessed for Content and Communication (10 marks) and Knowledge and 
Application of Language (10 marks). The maximum mark for this task is 20.

Section B requires candidates to produce a longer written task in Arabic (a minimum of 
120 words) in response to a choice of one out of four questions that again relate to the 
prescribed themes of:

  1. Media, Travel and Culture

  2. Sports, Leisure and Work

In this task, candidates were assessed for Content and Communication (15 marks), 
Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy (5 marks). The maximum 
mark for this task is 30. 
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Question 1 (a)
This question proved to be very popular. It asked the student to write a letter describing a 
new town that he/she had moved to. It gave the students an opportunity to give very good 
answers. A number of students failed to get the full marks by forgetting to include one or 
two points, either such as why he/she liked/disliked the town, or to write in the form of a 
letter.

Q1a. Requirements: a letter form e.g. greeting and/or signature needed, or an indication 
that it is a letter.

a. A description of this new town At least one description

b. What are the neighbours like? At least one neighbour

c. The club they joined Sports, musical, social

d. How much they like/do not like the town and why

A very successful response when it comes to content and communication, as well as 
knowledge and application of language.
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This candidate obtained full marks.

Examiner Comments

It is very important for candidates to realise what 
the question is asking them to do before answering.

Examiner Tip
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The following candidate managed to mention some of the information required by the 
question but failed to mention why the trip was enjoyable.

Did not score a very high mark as the task is incomplete.

Practice how to answer all the requirements of the 
question. Here the candidate did not mention how 
much they liked the new town and why.

Examiner Comments

Pay attention to the requirements of the 
question to secure a good score.

Examiner Tip
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Despite the poor handwriting, this candidate scored highly.

Very successful: the candidate managed to provide 
all the information required by the question.

Examiner Comments

Work on improving handwriting.

Examiner Comments
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The response gained 5 marks for Content and Communication and 5 marks for Knowledge 
and Application of Language. The main reason for losing out on marks was for not 
addressing all the required points for the question.

The candidate did not address all the requirements 
of the question.

Examiner Comments

Avoid adding irrelevant information.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
Advertising is a topic that students can have a lot of knowledge in, however, many find 
it difficult to put their ideas into words in the target language. Despite the difficulties, 
examiners came across some excellent responses to this question. Most of those who tried 
this question were confident of their ability and competence in the target language, and 
hence managed to score well. This was the least popular question among candidates in this 
section.

1b. Requirements:

a. Promotion/advert like article

b. Date, Time and Place of Event The three are a must

c. Where to buy tickets? One is enough

d. Reason(s) why to go At least one

Very successful, managing to cover almost all the points required but command of Arabic 
language requires improvement.
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This answer was concise and to the point.

Response was read with difficulty.

Examiner Comments

More improvement on Knowledge and Application 
of Language is required.

Examiner Tip

Fair command of language but very good on 
content and communication.

Examiner Comments

More essay writing practice is needed.

Examiner Tip
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This is very successful, managing to satisfy all the requirements of the question in an ad-
vert-like article.

Very successful response.

Examiner Comments

An excellent answer.

Examiner Tip



12 GCSE Arabic 5AR04 01

The following is an example where a candidate started talking about a different event then 
related it to a concert.

The response lost marks as a result of the 
deviation.

Examiner Comments

Read well into the questions before answering 
to know what is actually required.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)
This question was one of the most popular questions in section one. In the world of media 
and technology, candidates had a lot to write about their daily experience. Many candidates 
responded well to this question. The access to dictionaries in the exam helped many 
candidates to score well by finding the appropriate adjectives to describe and elaborate 
about the topic, and therefore, many managed to get above average marks. Those who 
attempted the question used a character like Harry Potter. Candidates who did not manage 
to score well were those having difficulties in forming basic sentences, or had very poor and 
difficult to read handwriting. This is the question where examiners noticed too many words 
that were transliterated, and most of the time were difficult to read.

1c. Requirements: email style, no need for greeting or signature, but email style.

a. Description of main characters of film

b. Story of film -at least one line providing a brief summary

c.   When did they watch it?

d. Why they liked it

An example of a very successful response. The candidate was able to gain full marks when it 
came to content and communication as well as knowledge and application of language.
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This is a good answer. The response has most of the 
information required except for the detail of when they 
watched the film. The candidate has satisfactory com-
mand of the language.

Examiner Comments
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It is very important for candidates to realise what 
the question is asking them to do, before they 
begin to write their response.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should make sure that they 
address each requirement.

Examiner Tip
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Response is very successful and to the point.

This is an excellent example of how Q1a should be answered.

Examiner Comments
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This is an answer where the candidate has managed to describe the film they watched but 
failed to communicate or write the essay in good language.

The handwriting was not successful, which made it 
difficult to understand the candidate’s response.

Examiner Comments

Enrich your knowledge of language and 
practice how to answer questions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
Most candidates produced an excellent level of response for this question. However, some 
candidates found it difficult to write about the reasons for their suitability for the job and 
how it would help them in the future. The more able candidates presented a well written 
letter as a job application while other candidates failed to link the job to a future career.

This question proved to be very popular in this section as it covers elements of sports in it, 
which is normally a favourite topic for candidates.

1d. Requirements:

a. Introduction style

b. Background information

c. Reason(s) for being the suitable for the job - can be one reason

d. How useful work will be in future

Fair command of language and notably good on Content and Communication. This student 
scored 8 marks for Content and Communication and 6 marks for Knowledge and Application 
of Language.
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Despite the poor hand writing, the candidate was 
able to obtain a reasonable score.

Examiner Comments

Work on spelling and handwriting.

Examiner Tip
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This was a fairly successful answer with some good communication.

Students must practice writing essays.

Examiner Comments
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A very successful answer; it satisfied all the requirements of the question and had excellent 
command of Arabic language, obtaining full marks.

This is a good example to use as reading material for candidates.

Examiner Comments
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This candidate (like the majority of the candidates who answered this question) managed to 
give an accurate answer. They managed to gain full marks for Content and Communication 
and Knowledge and Application of Language.

This candidate was able to extend their answer further and express their points clearly. 
Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
Q2a� �This question can be quite challenging, but as candidates were familiar with the topic 

of fame and famous celebrities due to previous exams coverage, a large majority of 
candidates attempted the question, and were able to score well. Candidates excelled in 
answering this question, many using Muhammad Ali as the celebrity they idolise.

2a. Requirements:

a. Article style, Introduction to topic Effect of fame on their lives

b. Benefits of fame At least 2

c. Disadvantages of fame At least 2

d. Experience of celebrities or of a celebrity they know.

This is a short unsuccessful answer where the candidate starts to communicate and describe 
how she sees her life as a famous person; however there is a failure to write sufficient 
amount of text in good language.

This response scored 1 mark for Accuracy, 4 marks for Communication and Content and 2 
marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.
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Students must practice writing essays.

Examiner Comments
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The response is missing one of the requirements of the question, which explains why higher 
marks were not scored for Content and Communication. As for Knowledge and Application of 
Language and Accuracy, this candidate scored full marks.

Managing to cover almost all the points required by 
the question and using good command of the Arabic 
language.

Examiner Comments

This is a good example to use as reading 
material for students.

Examiner Tip
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This student has the ability to communicate but needs more practice in essay writing. This 
response scored 4 marks for Accuracy, 9 marks for Communication and Content and 6 
marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

This candidate has good command of language.

Examiner Comments

Pay attention to the question's 
requirements to secure an excellent score.

Examiner Tip
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This is a successful answer, losing few marks for Accuracy but managing to satisfy most of 
the requirements. This student scored 3 marks for Accuracy, 13 marks for Communication 
and Content and 6 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

A very good example, ambitious, with good command of the language.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)
This question was the least popular in this section, possibly due to the demand on 
candidates to write in a convincing style. Centres should be encouraged to train their 
candidates to write in different writing styles. However, most of the candidates who tried this 
question were able to produce excellent pieces with a high level of grammatical precision. 
Fewer candidates showed little knowledge of how to apply language and hence did not 
manage to score well here.

2b. Requirements:

a. Letter style/ this is an official letter without informal greetings.

b. Importance/benefits of the project

c. Disadvantages of the project

Candidates may mention own experience and other cases for comparison.

This candidate shows excellent awareness of vocabulary and command of language.
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The student managed to communicate to some degree; 
however they did not cover all the question requirements.

Examiner Comments
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Overall this was not a fully successful answer.

Examiner Comments

This candidate needs more practice in essay 
writing.

Examiner Tip
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An unsuccessful answer; the candidate scored 6 marks out of 30, 3 for Content and 
Communication, 2 for Knowledge and Application of Language and 1 for Accuracy.

Two valid points were mentioned.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should use past papers when 
preparing for the exam.

Examiner Tip
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This is an excellent response that scored full marks.

Very able candidate that was able to produce a good level of response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)
Candidates were asked to write about professional sportspeople. As it is a question of 
sports, many students were able to give the benefits and disadvantages of becoming a 
professional footballer. Some were able to write well by expressing their experiences or the 
experiences of someone else. This question was the most popular in this section.

2c. Requirements:

a. Essay style

b. Introduction about sport as presented

c. Advantages (at least 2) or one with elaboration

d. Disadvantages (at least 2) or one with elaboration

e. Their own experience or experience of someone they know.

This response was of a high standard.

The student achieved full marks for Communication and Content, Knowledge and Application 
of Language.

An excellent essay.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a short response that did not include all the requirements of the 
question. This response scored 1 mark for Accuracy, 4 marks for Communication and 
Content and 2 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Using past papers when preparing for the exam would benefit candidates.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a response that scored 2 marks for Accuracy, 10 marks for 
Communication and Content and 4 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

This student has the ability to communicate but needs more 
practice in essay writing.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a response that addressed all the requirements of the question. The 
response scored full marks.

A well written essay, demonstrating excellent handwriting.
Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (d)
The candidates who attempted this question managed to score high marks as they were 
able to manipulate language and produce articles which were a pleasure to read.

a. Essay style

b. Importance of work experience for students

c. Benefits of work experience for future jobs (at least 2)

d. Own experience or experience of someone they know.
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Overall this was not a successful answer. The student has managed to communicate to some 
degree; however there is a failure to write the essay in good language.

The response included good, relevant
material and scored very well. Candidate displays 
a very good command of the language. They lost 
some marks in Communication and Content for not 
mentioning personal experience.

Examiner Comments

Excellent command of Knowledge and 
Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

This response scored 1 mark for Accuracy, 6 marks for Communication 
and Content and 2 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments
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A very unsuccessful answer, which only managed to obtain a total of 7 marks out of 30.

This student scored 1 mark for Accuracy, 4 marks for Communication and Content and 2 marks for 
Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

This candidate could have benefited from more practice in 
answering exam questions.

Examiner Tip
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Very able candidate who was able to produce an excellent response. They had an excellent 
command of Arabic language, and managed to include a number of expressions which added 
to the essay.

This response was of a high standard.

The student achieved full marks for Communication and Content, 
Knowledge and Application of Language, and for Accuracy.

Examiner Comments
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This answer is an example of an excellent response.

The candidate was able to score very well on 
Communication and Content, displaying confidence in 
Application of Language and on Accuracy too.

Examiner Comments

This candidate obtained full marks.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Answer the exact requirements of the question.

•	 Make sure your essays have a defined structure, and show clarity of thought, well 
supported ideas, good presentation and use of an appropriate style.

•	 Familiarise yourself with past papers.

•	 Be advised to avoid writing English words or literal translation. Transliterations of names 
and idioms are acceptable.

•	 Excessive use of dictionaries during the exam can be unhelpful. It was noted that some 
students wrote their essays in English on the exam paper then translated them into 
Arabic using the dictionary, producing in this way a non-readable Arabic piece of writing.

•	 Candidates may use dialect, but this affects their scoring in Knowledge and Application 
of Language and Accuracy.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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