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Introduction 

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge Pre-U, and to show 
how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment 
objectives.  

Cambridge Pre-U is reported in three bands (Distinction, Merit and Pass) each divided into three grades (D1, 
D2, D3; M1, M2, M3; P1, P2, P3).

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate as far as possible each band 
(Distinction, Merit and Pass). Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths 
and weaknesses of the answers. 

For ease of reference the following format for each paper of the subject has been adopted:

Question

Mark Scheme or

Indicative Content

Example Candidate 

Response

Examiner Comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by Examiners.  This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where marks were awarded and how additional marks could have been obtained. In this 
way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still have to 
do to improve their grades.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus and other teacher support materials are available on www.cie.org.uk.  
For past papers and Examiner Reports please contact CIE on international@cie.org.uk.
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Components at a Glance 

Component Name Duration
Weighting 

(%)
Type of Assessment

1 Speaking c. 16 minutes 25 Externally assessed oral

2 Reading & Listening
2 hours 

15 minutes
25 Externally set and marked written paper

3 Writing and Usage
2 hours 

15 minutes
25 Externally set and marked written paper

4 Topics and Texts
2 hours 

30 minutes
25 Externally set and marked written paper

This booklet contains a selection of example candidate responses and Examiner comments for Paper 2 
(Translation and Summary), Paper 3 (Discursive Essay), and Paper 4 (Topics and Texts).
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Paper 2  Reading and Listening 

Part I  Reading

Testo do lettura 3

17  Translate the following passage into Italian. You may use words or phrases from the previous passage.

Mark Scheme

Translation

One tick for each box, then see conversion table. 

General marking principles for the transfer of meaning

• The correct information should be communicated.
• Any suitable alternative rendering can be accepted.
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Translation
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Part II  Listening

Brano d’ascolto 3

L’energia nucleare

34  Listen to the text and summarise its content according to the bullet points provided in no more than 100 
words of English. 

• Advantages of nuclear energy
• Disadvantages
• Reference to USA and Finland
• Role of nuclear power in resolving the energy crisis
• Current usage and viability
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Mark Scheme

Transcript
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction

Reading: Translation 
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Listening: Summary

Examiner Comment

Reading

This candidate appropriately translated 24 of the 30 items constituting this translation, and was thus 
awarded 8 out of 10 marks (22–24 items required for this mark).

Confident manipulation of language – no hesitation over the passive, subjunctive, reflexive or complex se 
clause.  Errors of agreement are rare, but striking in un paura, and gli obiezioni; however, grammatically this 
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is a strong performance indeed.  Una tale misura seems an advanced mistake, with the candidate extending 
from ‘such a measure’ to ‘such a drastic measure’ and expecting the Italian to follow suit. If this standard 
were consistently maintained over the entire examination, one would expect this candidate to comfortably 
attain the D2 grade; if the standard exemplified in this question represented the lower end of the candidate’s 
abilities, then perhaps this candidate might also find himself considered for the D1 grade.

Listening

Two pieces of information must be given for each bullet point in order to gain the full 10 marks on this 
question.

Two pieces of information are correctly furnished for bullet point one.  The second part of the candidate’s 
answer for bullet point two is considered insufficiently close to the desired answer to be awarded the mark 
(the candidate states that nuclear waste ‘isn’t biodegradable’ when in fact it ‘takes tens of thousands of 
years to degrade’). Although the order of information given is reversed by the candidate, both pieces of 
information required are given and therefore both marks are awarded.  Both points are awarded for bullet 
point four as the facts are recounted with a high level of detail, the mention of 20 years being enough to 
gain the mark via inference for the timescale being too long.  Both points are covered for point five.  The 
candidate therefore gains 9 out of 10 overall, a very strong performance which could credibly be considered 
part of a D2, or perhaps even a D1, performance over the entire examination.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction

Reading: Translation
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction

Candidate 1

Listening: Summary
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction

Candidate 2

Listening: Summary
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction

Candidate 3

Listening: Summary

L’energia nucleare
34  Listen to the text and summarise its content according to the bullet points provided in no 

more than 100 words of English. 
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Examiner Comment

Reading

30 items form the basis of the 10 marks available for this question, of which this candidate translated 20 
appropriately, leading to a mark of 7 out of 10 (19–21 items required for this mark).

Phrasing is confident throughout, and grammar remains largely unaffected by hesitations over lexis.  The 
subjunctive was handled with ease and the candidate remains close to the text in most instances.  Un 
bisogno and tardo are perhaps surprising errors to find in an answer scoring this mark but drastica and 
obiezioni are correctly employed.  Failure to qualify accolta or to translate ‘prepared to put’ correctly 
constitute examples of missed further marks at a higher level but overall this is a consistent translation and 
could potentially form part of a D2 performance if such a standard were maintained over the other papers.

Listening

Two pieces of information must be given for each bullet point in order to gain the full 10 marks on this 
question.

Although differing in style of presentation, with two candidates preferring bullet points and one continuous 
prose, all three responses are faultless, and gain the full 10 marks available for this question.  They are 
well-worded and succinct, whilst managing to be extremely thorough.  That they have understood fully the 
source material is indisputable.  These answers could be considered part of a D2 performance across the 
whole examination where some papers caused more difficulty than others, but of course were this standard 
to be replicated over all the papers consistently then a D1 grade would be likely.
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Example Candidate Response – Merit

Reading: Translation 
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Example Candidate Response – Merit

Listening: Summary

34  Listen to the text and summarise its content according to the bullet points provided in no more than 100 
words of English. 
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Examiner Comment

Reading

17 out of 30 possible component items were awarded to this candidate, leading to a mark of 6 out of 10 for 
this question (16–18 items are required for this mark).

Phrasing is solid throughout and no gaps are left.  This candidate re-uses lexis and grammar from the 
previous question but unfortunately some of these borrowings are unsuccessful because of e.g. use in 
the plural for divise.  Poor spelling is also the grounds for the rejection of è evvidente che, an otherwise 
acceptable attempt at rendering ‘it is clear that’.  Failure to adhere closely enough to the text loses this 
candidate further opportunities to increase his mark – ‘in the Italian capital’ is too loosely rendered as a 
Roma for example.  Thanks to its reasonable basic structure, however, this answer could potentially be 
viewed as forming part of an M2 grade overall.

Listening

Two pieces of information must be given for each bullet point in order to gain the full 10 marks on this 
question.

Two pieces of information are correctly furnished for bullet points one, two and three.  The candidate’s 
response to bullet point four is considered insufficiently specific to be worthy of the full 2 marks and is 
only awarded one.  ‘A bad idea for the crisis’ is not really the same thing as not providing a solution, and 
the candidate does not state clearly the fact that ‘10 years to build one station’ is too long to be helpful.  
Lack of clarity is also the reason for this candidate failing to gain the first mark available for bullet point five.  
However, the candidate gains 7 marks overall and certainly produces a decent response to this question, 
worthy of an M2 grade.
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Example Candidate Response – Merit

Reading: Translation
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Example Candidate Response – Pass/Merit

Listening: Summary

Examiner Comment

Reading

This candidate received marks for 16 out of 30 possible component parts of the translation (16–18 items are 
required for a mark of 6 out of 10).

Re-use of lexical items from the previous question was reasonable on the whole, but accolta and divisa are 
notable absences.  Hesitations over items of vocabulary do not impact negatively on phrasing however.  
Grammatically, points were lost over basic issues such as adjectival agreement (drastica) and use of the 
subjunctive following pensare che.  Nevetheless, other potential pitfalls such si sentono minacciati and 
the final se clause were handled well, meaning that this answer could well form part of the basis for this 
candidate receiving an M2 overall.
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Listening

Two pieces of information must be given for each bullet point in order to gain the full 10 marks on this 
question.

This candidate managed to provide three relevant points for bullet point one.  Both necessary points are 
referred to for bullet point two, with the error ‘hundreds of thousands of years’ losing this candidate the 
mark for the second piece of information however.  No mention of the two countries, Finland and the USA, 
is made, but the second available piece of information is correctly communicated for bullet point three.  Only 
one mark was awarded for point four, on the basis of ‘unlikely to resolve anything’ being close in meaning to 
‘will not provide a solution’.  The other information given is incorrect.  Similarly for point 5, where the first half 
of the information provided is correct but the second half is not, meaning that 6 marks were awarded overall.
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Example Candidate Response – Pass

Reading: Translation 

Examiner Comment

Reading

The 10 marks available for the translation are awarded on the basis of 30 component items, of which this 
candidate scored 12 (10–12 items are required for a mark of 4 out of 10).

The whole passage is attempted and no gaps are left, but there is evidence of hesitation over phrasing at 
the start of the second sentence.  The candidate attempts to re-use some of the language from the previous 



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 25

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

question but on the whole is unsuccessful – accolta and divisa are striking omissions.  Grammatically, the 
candidate’s failure to include the preposition in for ‘in the capital’, and to use sia following pensano che 
constitute further grounds for this answer being illustrative of a P2 grade overall.

Example Candidate Response – Pass

Reading: Translation 

Examiner Comment

Reading

This candidate received points for 15 of the 30 component parts of the translation, leading to a mark of 5 out 
of 10 for this question (13–15 items are required for this mark).

Although there are basic errors at both lexical and grammatical levels (forme for ‘uniforms’; sembra di 
essere), the candidate attempts the whole passage and manages to keep phrasing more or less intact 
throughout.  The candidate also borrows sufficiently from the previous passage to shore up the sense of 
the translation although this is patchy in areas, particularly where verbs are misused or invented (e.g. porre, 
involvere).  Basic errors such as lack of agreement in accolto, and the incorrect tardo lose this candidate 
further opportunities to access a higher mark.  Such an inconsistent performance could plausibly lead to a P2 
mark overall.
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Paper 3  Writing 

Part I
Part I: Discursive Essay (40 marks)

Question

1 Rispondi a UNA delle seguenti domande in italiano.  Scrivi tra 350 e 450 parole.

 Riporta esempi rilevanti, che siano dal contesto italiano o no.

(a) Fino a che punto l’industria del turismo porta più svantaggi che vantaggi agli abitanti delle 
zone maggiormente frequentate dai turisti?

Mark Scheme

• Accuracy and linguistic range (24 marks) [AO2]
• Development and organisation of ideas (16 marks) [AO3]

Accuracy and linguistic range

22–24 Excellent Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

18–21 Very good Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Some sense of idiom.

14–17 Good Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence 
patterns. 

10–13 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

6–9 Weak Persistent errors. Simple and repetitive sentence patterns. Limited vocabulary. 
1–5 Poor Little evidence of grammatical awareness.  Very limited vocabulary.
0 No relevant material presented.

Development and organisation of ideas

15–16 Excellent Implications of question fully grasped. Ideas and arguments very effectively 
organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Wholly convincing.

12–14 Very good Most implications of question explored. Ideas and arguments well organised, 
illustrated with relevant examples. Coherent argument. 

9–11 Good
Main implications of question explored. Organisation generally clear but 
lacking coherence in places. Some relevant examples. Some ability to develop 
argument.

6–8 Satisfactory Some implications of question explored. Patchy or unambitious organisation, but 
with some attempt at illustration. Some irrelevant material.

3–5 Weak Limited understanding of question. A few relevant points made. Rambling and/or 
repetitive. Ideas and arguments poorly developed. 

1–2 Poor Minimal response. Implications of question only vaguely grasped. Very limited 
relevant content. Disorganised, unsubstantiated and undeveloped. 

0 No relevant material presented.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

The candidate has produced a very accomplished piece of work both in terms of language and of content. All 
aspects of the question have been addressed and dealt with clearly.

The essay begins with a nicely balanced introduction which introduces the context and alludes to both sides 
of the issue. The essay then proceeds to deal with these two sides in turn: the candidate first mentions the 
advantages of tourism (principally for the economy and for employment) before moving on to deal with the 
disadvantages (damage to the natural and built environment and a loss of cultural traditions). In both sections 
the candidate provides an impressive range of relevant examples to support the points made. The conclusion 
is coherent and convincing, taking a clear stance and following naturally from the argument outlined in the 
body of the essay.

The language used by the candidate is also impressive. Although there are some errors, the communication 
is always clear and fluent, and the impression is of a candidate with a comfortable command of the higher 
registers of the language. Many complex lexical items are used (risorse naturali, approfittare, migliorare, 
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disoccupazione, rifiuti, danneggiato and so on), and the candidate also shows an impressive familiarity with 
the more advanced grammar and structures of the language (conditional if clauses, present subjunctive, 
impersonal expressions, relative pronouns and so on).

Accuracy and linguistic range 19/24
Development and organisation of ideas 15/16

Question

1 Rispondi a UNA delle seguenti domande in italiano.  Scrivi tra 350 e 450 parole.

 Riporta esempi rilevanti, che siano dal contesto italiano o no.

(b) Quali sono, secondo te, le cause principali dell’attuale “allarme obestià” nelle società 
occidentali?  Quali soluzioni proponi?

Mark Scheme

• Accuracy and linguistic range (24 marks) [AO2]
• Development and organisation of ideas (16 marks) [AO3]

Accuracy and linguistic range

22–24 Excellent Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

18–21 Very good Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Some sense of idiom.

14–17 Good Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence 
patterns. 

10–13 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

6–9 Weak Persistent errors. Simple and repetitive sentence patterns. Limited vocabulary. 

1–5 Poor Little evidence of grammatical awareness.  Very limited vocabulary.

0 No relevant material presented.
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Development and organisation of ideas

15–16 Excellent Implications of question fully grasped. Ideas and arguments very effectively 
organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Wholly convincing.

12–14 Very good Most implications of question explored. Ideas and arguments well organised, 
illustrated with relevant examples. Coherent argument. 

9–11 Good Main implications of question explored. Organisation generally clear but lacking 
coherence in places. Some relevant examples. Some ability to develop argument.

6–8 Satisfactory Some implications of question explored. Patchy or unambitious organisation, but 
with some attempt at illustration. Some irrelevant material.

3–5 Weak Limited understanding of question. A few relevant points made. Rambling and/or 
repetitive. Ideas and arguments poorly developed. 

1–2 Poor Minimal response. Implications of question only vaguely grasped. Very limited 
relevant content. Disorganised, unsubstantiated and undeveloped. 

0 No relevant material presented.

Example Candidate Response – Distinction/Merit
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Examiner Comment

The candidate has produced a good essay which deals coherently with various aspects of the issue and 
provides a clear answer to the question.

The candidate introduces the argument clearly and provides an example of the media interest in this 
issue. The first point (about globalisation and advertising) is relevant and mostly expressed with clarity. 
The reference to developing countries, however, is rather ambiguous. The point about compulsory sport 
in schools is relevant and well made, although something of a generalisation. It is a shame that the point 
about the role of parents has not been developed further. The candidate does offer various solutions to the 
problem, some more original and realistic than others, and offers a suitable conclusion to the argument.

In terms of the candidate’s language, the overall impression is one of fluency: the candidate almost always 
communicates his ideas clearly. There are also some instances of use of sophisticated structures (conditional 
if clauses, object pronouns, relative pronouns and so on) and lexis (sensibilizzare, la marca, disponibilità, 
paesi in via di sviluppo and so on). However, the level of accuracy is slightly uneven, particularly in the more 
complex language.

Accuracy and linguistic range 18/24
Development and organisation of ideas 11/16
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Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Examiner Comment

The candidate has produced a thorough answer to the question, offering some relevant examples to 
illustrate the points made.

The candidate introduces his argument coherently, referring to the relevant issues of cost and the future 
evolution of this problem. The first point, about fast food, is both relevant and clearly explored. On the 
second page, however, the candidate seems to  lose his way slightly: the point about parents accompanying 
their children to fast food restaurants is potentially valid but not developed, the mention of the link between 
fast food and obesity is a repetition, and the link the candidate attempts to draw between unmarried parents 
and obesity is, unfortunately, ambiguous at best. The candidate goes on to make some relevant points about 
sport and technology (although the latter point might have been developed), before offering some solutions 
to the problem. The conclusion is adequate but constitutes a repetition of some of the key points rather than 
a development of the argument.

Linguistically, this candidate is capable of expressing himself mostly clearly even in the higher registers of 
the language. A number of more complex constructions are attempted, but these are not always successful. 
There is a certain amount of inaccuracy.

Accuracy and linguistic range 14/24
Development and organisation of ideas 10/16
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Paper 4  Topics and Texts 

Part I  Topics

Part I: Cultural Topics (30 marks)

Choose EITHER question A OR question B from ONE of the topics and answer it in Italian.

Recommended word length: 350–500 words.

You should bear in mind that you will be assessed on both content and language.

In your essay in Part I you must refer to TWO works from the prescribed list. You may also refer to other 
sources.

Mark Scheme

Candidates are to attempt one question from Part I: Topics and will write their answers in the Target 
Language as these texts/fi lms are to be studied primarily in cultural context (be it historical, political, social) 
as well as a literary/cinematic one. 

Answers are to be marked out of 30 according to the criteria below:

• 20 for Content [AO3: 10 marks, AO4: 10 marks]
• 10 for Language [AO2]

This paper is intended to test candidates’ knowledge and understanding of a topic and their ability to use 
this knowledge to answer questions in a clear and focused manner. A sophisticated literary approach is not 
expected (although at the highest levels it is sometimes seen), but great value is placed on evidence of a 
fi rsthand response and thoughtful, personal evaluation of what candidates have studied. Candidates may 
have been encouraged to depend closely on prepared notes and quotations: quotation for its own sake is not 
useful, though it will not be undervalued if used appropriately to illustrate a point in the answer. This applies 
to fi lms as well as literary texts. Texts and notes may not be taken into the examination.

Candidates will not tend to show all the qualities or faults described in any one mark-band. Examiners will 
attempt to weigh all these up at every borderline, in order to see whether the work can be considered for the 
category above. 

Examiners will take a positive and fl exible approach and, even when there are obvious fl aws in an answer, 
reward evidence of knowledge and especially any signs of understanding and careful organisation. In the 
marking of these questions, specifi c guidelines will be given for each question, agreed by the examination 
team.
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Part I: Topics – Content 

18–20 Excellent Excellent ability to organise material in relation to the question. Comprehensive 
knowledge of both texts/fi lms. Ability to look beyond the immediate material and 
to show good understanding of underlying themes. 

15–17 Very good A thoughtful and well argued response to the question. Thorough knowledge 
of both texts/fi lms. Detailed understanding and illustration of thematic and 
comparative issues.

12–14 Good A well argued response to the question. Equally sound knowledge of both texts/
fi lms. Good understanding and illustration of the thematic and comparative 
issues.

9–11 Satisfactory A mainly relevant response to the question. Shows fair knowledge of texts/fi lms. 
Some understanding and illustration of the thematic and comparative issues 
AND/OR good understanding of texts/fi lms, but lacking detail. Stronger on one 
text/fi lm than the other. 

5–8 Weak An uneven OR basic response to the question. Shows some knowledge 
and understanding of the texts/fi lms. Includes some relevant points, but 
development and illustration are limited. Contains padding AND/OR has some 
obvious omissions OR is largely narrative. 

1–4 Poor Little attempt to answer the question. Poor knowledge and understanding of the 
texts/fi lms. Insubstantial with very little relevance.

0 No rewardable content.

Part I: Topics – Language

10 Excellent
Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

8–9 Very good
Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Some sense of idiom.

6–7 Good
Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence 
patterns. 

4–5 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

2–3 Weak Persistent errors. Simple and repetitive sentence patterns. Limited vocabulary. 

1 Poor Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Very limited vocabulary.

0 No rewardable language.
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Question 5B

DOPOGUERRA E MIRACOLO ECONOMICO

Alberto Moravia, Racconti romani
Italo Calvino, Marcovaldo ovvero le stagioni in città 
Film: Ladri di biciclette (Vittorio De Sica)

Quali sono i sogni e le aspirazioni dei cittadini nelle opere che hai studiato?  Fino a che punto questi 
cittadini riescono a realizzare i loro sogni e aspirazioni?

Indicative Content

The dream of Antonio in Ladri di biciclette is simple.  It is to get a job, work hard, and earn enough money to 
live modestly, with self respect, and to be able occasionally to treat his family to dinner in a restaurant.  It is 
eminently realisable, indeed for a day it comes true, but to do the job he has been given, as his trainer tells 
him, Antonio needs to have his wits about him, but Antonio is not very ‘street-wise’.  

Others are and their dreams are to exploit others to set themselves up.  We see a woman use the promise 
of herself to try to persuade the waiter in ‘Pioggia di maggio’ (Racconti romani) to kill her father so that she 
can take over the restaurant; young girls dream of making their fortunes as fi lm stars (‘La controfi gura’, ‘Il 
provino’ in Racconti romani); puny types dream of getting the better of their better-built, more attractive peers 
(‘Il delitto perfetto’, ‘Tabù’ in Racconti romani).  

Marcovaldo dreams of rediscovering something real and natural within the city where penury forces him to 
live – a woodcock, a fresh fi sh, wild mushrooms, a cure for rheumatism – but all these realistic little dreams 
are undone by the city which, come Ferragosto, Marcovaldo quite simply dreams away, returning it, for a 
while at least, to the multiplicity of its constituent elements.  His real dream, like that of his children, would be 
to leave the city and live in the mountains.  The dream of those convalescing in the mountains, however, is to 
be able once more to descend from the pure air of the hills and live in the polluted environment of town.
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Example Candidate Response -- Distinction
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Examiner Comment

Having begun by stating that Italian post war industrialisation did not necessarily make everyone better 
off, the candidate continues by examining the desire of many characters in Racconti romani simply to get 
enough money to live as they would like.  This aspiration drives a number of them to petty crime.  Several 
stories are mentioned and it is clear that the candidate is comfortable with his material.  He develops the 
theme of the ‘flight from poverty’ by pointing to the plans dreamt up by Marcovaldo, in the eponymous 
work, to escape city life, if not completely then at least for a while.  However, the candidate also refers to 
the stories by Moravia to show the same theme.

The Racconti romani are referred to when the candidate describes the dream, or day dreams, of those 
characters who want to enjoy the high life, either as film stars or just in their off hours.  The dream of others, 
however, is just to be happy with friends or in conjugal domesticity.  The candidate shows that even here 
most people’s aspirations come undone, just as those of Marcovaldo and his children prove illusory in an 
urban environment from which the natural world has been exiled.  This is the burden of his conclusion in 
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which he momentarily refers to Ladri di biciclette to make the same point.  The reference is so fleeting that it 
tends to spoil the integrity of his essay in which he had already satisfied the rubric.

The quality of the candidate’s Italian is very good.  Certain recurring errors detract a little (e.g. ‘scappare’ 
and ‘uscire’ used directly transitively and uncertainty with ‘di’ before infinitives) but the essay is written in a 
literate register in which the subjunctive is used with confidence.

The candidate shows familiarity with his material and an ability to direct his many references relevantly to 
the task of constructing a progressive, detailed, and wide-ranging examination of the topic.  The felt need to 
refer to all the works set, though unnecessary, was in this case only a small blemish.

Content 16/20
Language 9/10
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Examiner Comment

The candidate states clearly at the outset that the vast majority of the characters examined in all three works 
in topic 5 are working people whose aspirations and dreams are varied but nearly always centre on the 
business of making ends meet.  In his discussion of Ladri di biciclette he shows that Antonio’s situation is 
illustrative of the situation of many at the time.  His dream is simply to get a job and make enough money 
to live decently.  The candidate indicates the psychological turmoil of the protagonist in his search for the 
bicycle thief and discusses well how his desperate theft of a bicycle at the end signals his failure in his 
profoundest aspiration which is to be a model of honesty and industry to his son.

Trying to make or save money, often through trickery, is the way the candidate sees the characters of Racconti 
romani pursuing their dreams.  Whereas this is substantially true, no mention is made of the other dreams in 
evidence in the stories, such as girls becoming film stars or puny men getting the better of their burlier peers.  
There is less analysis in this section than in the treatment of the film and the candidate concludes that men 
finally see ‘the truth’, which amounts to nothing more than his first assertion: people swindle each other.

Marcovaldo is not mentioned until the candidate’s conclusion in which the protagonist’s fantastic plans, often 
aimed at saving money, are seen to come to nought because of his ingenuous nature.

The candidate generally expresses himself clearly in Italian, without error hampering comprehension.  Indeed 
in the first half of the essay there is little significant error.  Vocabulary too is adequate to the task (‘imbrogliare’, 
‘ingannare’, ‘fallire’, ‘il che’, etc.) although ‘caratteri’ is used instead of ‘personaggi’.  Later in the essay linguistic 
control begins to loosen, perhaps as stamina fades, and agreements are faulty and spelling becomes less exact.

The essay is a sound attempt to answer the question but it suffers from exploring only the most obvious 
aspect, the struggle for money, among a number of possible approaches.  Once the film has been discussed, 
in reasonable depth, the details drawn from the written texts add no more to the candidate’s overall view.

Content 10/20
Language 6/10
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Part II  Texts

Part II: Literary Texts (30 marks)

Choose EITHER question A OR question B OR question C on ONE of the literary texts and answer it in 
English.

Recommended word length: 450–600 words.

You should bear in mind that you will be assessed on both content and structure.

Mark Scheme

Candidates are to attempt one question from Part II: Texts and will write their answers in English as these 
texts are to be studied primarily from a literary point of view.

Answers are to be marked out of 30 according to the criteria below:

• 25 for content [AO3: 10 marks, AO4: 15 marks]
• 5 for structure [AO3]

Examiners will look for a candidate’s ability to engage with literary texts and to produce answers which show 
knowledge, understanding and close analysis of the text. A more sophisticated literary approach is expected 
than for answers to Part I. Great value is placed on detailed knowledge and understanding of the text; on 
the construction of an argument which engages the terms of the question and on a close and sophisticated 
analysis of sections of the text pertinent to the terms of the question. Candidates may have been encouraged 
to depend closely on prepared notes and quotation: quotation for its own sake is not useful, although it will 
gain credit if used appropriately to illustrate a point in the answer. Texts and notes may not be taken into the 
examination.

Candidates will not tend to show all the qualities or faults described in any one mark-band. Examiners will 
attempt to weigh all these up at every borderline, in order to see whether the work can be considered in the 
category above. 

Examiners will take a positive and fl exible approach and, even when there are obvious fl aws in an answer, 
reward evidence of knowledge and understanding and especially any signs of analysis and organisation.
In the marking of these questions, specifi c guidelines will be given for each essay, agreed by the examination 
team.
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Part II: Texts – Content 

23–25 Excellent Excellent ability to organise material in relation to the question. Comprehensive 
response with an extensive number of relevant points targeting the terms of the 
question with precision. Displays detailed knowledge and sustained analysis.

19–22 Very good A thoughtful and well argued response to the question. Includes a large 
number of relevant points, well illustrated. Displays thorough knowledge, good 
understanding and analysis of the text. 

15–18 Good A well argued response to the question. Includes a good number of relevant 
points, most of which are developed and illustrated. Some limitations of insight, 
but a coherent approach. 

11–14 Satisfactory A mainly relevant response to the question. Shows fair knowledge and 
understanding of the text. Includes a fair number of relevant points not always 
linked and/or developed.

6–10 Weak An uneven OR basic response to the question. Shows some knowledge and 
understanding of the text. Includes some relevant points, but development and 
illustration are limited. Contains padding AND/OR has some obvious omissions 
OR is largely narrative. 

1–5 Poor Little attempt to answer the question. Only elementary knowledge and 
understanding of the text. Makes very few relevant points and even these are 
largely undeveloped and unsubstantiated. OR a response which makes hardly 
any attempt to address the terms of the question but which displays a basic 
general knowledge of the text.

0 No rewardable content.

Part II: Texts – Structure

5 Very Good A well structured and coherent piece of writing, with ideas and arguments clearly 
linked throughout. All paragraphs well constructed. Includes a comprehensive 
introduction and conclusion.

4 Good A clear structure, with logical presentation of ideas. Most paragraphs well 
constructed. Includes an adequate introduction and conclusion.

3 Satisfactory Some success in organising material and ideas into a structured piece of writing. 
A reasonable attempt to paragraph but weakness in introduction and conclusion.

2 Weak Some attempt to organise material and ideas into a structured piece of writing. 
Many single-sentence paragraphs or no attempt at paragraphing. Organisation 
of ideas not always logical.

1 Poor No attempt to organise material and ideas into a structured piece of writing. 
Incoherent. Ideas introduced in no apparent order.

0 No rewardable structure.
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Question 9C

Cesare Pavese, La Luna e i falò

With close reference to the text, analyse what “la luna” and “i falò” symbolise, and explain why you 
think Pavese chose this title for his novel.

Indicative Content

Candidates may begin by discussing possible meanings of both principal symbols, before elaborating on 
the way in which they enhance meaning throughout the text.  They may also contrast with other sources of 
symbolism.

• the moon: feminine symbol; immortality and eternity; darker side of Nature, mysterious; inner knowledge; 
relating to seasons; human development (new moon – infancy, waning – death) 

• fi re: ambiguous – warm / illuminating or pain / death?; burning destructive but also paves the way for 
renewal, rebirth; sexuality, passion

• country calendar revolves around both – planting and celebrating, festivals; different kind of ‘time’; not 
regulated by clock / man

• reassuring regularity, give pattern / rhythm to life, and text
• give fl esh to characters; cf Nuto’s belief in superstitions surrounding moon and bonfi res
• allow for symbolic reading of text – Cinto as Anguilla’s phoenix, reborn

Conclusions must be fully supported.
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Examiner Comment

When in his second line the candidate likens La Luna e i falò to a ‘bildungsroman’ the reader grows 
attentive and wonders what delights might be in store for him.  The delight is principally that of a very well 
constructed piece in which the analysis of the symbols and the occasionally speculative explanations are 
presented methodically and convincingly.  Good use of paragraphing contributes to the feeling that one is in 
the hands of a thoughtful and imaginative writer.

The candidate’s analyses of the symbols are not particularly different from those of other candidates but his 
pointing out how they are understood by the principal characters of the novel allows their relevance to be 
appreciated.  Thus Nuto’s ‘la luna c’è per tutti ... c’è posto per tutti’ is shown to express his deep conviction 
of human equality and the need to fight for it.  The moon is understood as a guardian and its aggressive 
appearance for Anguilla in California is a sign that she should return to Le Langhe.  Mention of equality 
brings the candidate to an examination of the moon as a symbol of the endurance of tradition and the need 
for this in everyone’s life.

The essay then smoothly moves on to consider the symbolism of the bonfires.  Nuto’s curious belief in their 
efficacy, and his inability to explain their beneficence, is understood by Anguilla as the mark of a man who 
has hardly left his homeland.  Thus the candidate sees the natural symbolism as a potent way of articulating 
the different psychologies of Nuto and Anguilla.  The destructive/regenerative aspects of the bonfires are 
introduced with apposite references both to the fire at Gaminella providing the chance of a new life for Cinto 
(an embryonic Anguilla) and to Santina’s cremation providing the possibility of atonement at the end of the 
war.
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During his exposition the candidate adds discreet reference to Pavese’s biography and his poetry in order 
to emphasise the poetic quality of the novel and its theme of yearning for a homecoming.  His conclusion 
contrasts the unchanging rhythms of nature and the confusing nature of human existence and so neatly 
finishes a clear and persuasive answer in which there is little to criticise apart, perhaps, from a tendency to 
introduce his points too often with ‘perhaps’.

Content 22/25
Structure 4/5
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Example Candidate Response -- Merit
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Examiner Comment

A question about symbolism is not always an easy one to answer even where, as with La Luna e i falò, the 
symbols are unambiguously pointed up.  The candidate writes, as several did when answering this question, 
about the moon representing the rhythms of nature and the cycles of the seasons and the bonfires alluding 
to regeneration through destruction, and he makes a number of references to substantiate this analysis.  
Unfortunately in doing so he makes mistakes which are important, given that the question asks for ‘close 
reference’ to the text.  He says that Nuto contends that it is impossible to chop wood before a new moon.  
In fact Nuto is talking about making new grafts onto trees.  The candidate also thinks that Nuto went to the 
hills to be a partisan whereas Nuto explicitly denies having been one.  The fire on which Santina is burnt at 
the end of the novel could symbolise the destruction of innocence and how war corrupts people.  The latter 
point is certainly true but Santina had been corrupted long before she was incinerated.

This last error points up the rather speculative tendency in this essay, a fault shared with several candidates.  
Having said that bonfires have a completely different role to play in the novel from the moon’s, the candidate 
then states that the bonfires refer to the cyclical nature of the seasons, just like the moon, and so soon 
we feel that anything could symbolise anything.  By the end of the essay the reader understands that the 
candidate knows the book well enough but that he does not have a sharp enough grasp of what the polar 
opposites of moon and bonfires might stand for.  In his conclusion he talks of the light of the bonfires and 
the dark of the moon.  Indeed, it might be said that there is no antagonism between the two symbols 
but that antagonism lies between those who accept the importance of both moon and bonfire in the 
annual rhythm of country life, like Nuto, and those who do not, like Anguilla.  The candidate discusses this 
antagonism but only in a way that sees Nuto, usually so rational, as hopelessly superstitious.

The paucity of paragraphs contributes to the growing feeling in the reader that the candidate is writing 
simply as ideas occur to him and, given that a discussion of symbolism will necessarily contain a good 
degree of subjectivity, it is difficult to disallow what is said but the candidate does not convince us that it 
means much.  The use of expressions such as ‘stolidarity’ (sic) and ‘dialectical flavours’ (when speaking of 
the rural aspect of the novel) completes the impression of an honest but muddled and limited attempt at the 
question.

Content 12/25
Structure 3/5
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