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Section A: UK Concepts and Institutions
Short essays

1 Explain the relationship between popular and parliamentary sovereignty. [25]

2 Explain why judicial neutrality and independence are important. [25]

3 Explain the contribution made to the running of a government department by a cabinet minister
and its senior civil servants. [25]

Full essays
4 To what extent has the sovereignty of parliament been replaced by the ‘elective dictatorship’ of

the executive? [50]

5 Evaluate the degree to which the strengths and weaknesses of the UK constitutional system have
been affected by recent constitutional reforms. [50]

6 Different electoral systems are currently used within the UK. Evaluate the case for and against
adopting any one of these systems for elections to the House of Commons. [50]
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Section B: US Concepts and Institutions

Short essays

7  Explain what presidential government is. [25]
8 Explain the role of the Supreme Court as part of the US political system. [25]
9 Explain how the powers of the states and the federal government are defined and upheld. [25]
Full essays

10 To what extent does the USA have an entirely two-party system? [50]

11 To what extent has George W. Bush reasserted the power of the President over Congress? [50]

12 Assess the effect of recent judicial activism on the US political system. To what extent does this
uphold the wishes of the Founding Fathers? [50]
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