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Section A

Plato, Symposium, 201d-215a3

1

(i)

(ii)

Diotima is arguing that both dtAocopovvteg (lovers of wisdom) and Eros are members of the
same intermediate class between the wise and the ignorant. (Both dtAocodovvteg and Eros
desire what they currently lack.) Eros' intermediate nature is explained from the

circumstances of his birth in the preceding myth from a wise and resourceful father
(Resource) and an unwise and resourceless mother (Poverty). Thus, Eros is in a state half

way between wisdom and ignorance. Eros is a doipwv (spirit), rather than a god.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to explain how her
choice of language makes the argument clear:

ToUT6 Ye H1ON Kol Toudi,

oL peta&v tovTwY AUdoTEPWY,

TOV KA otV N codla, Epwg 8 ESTLY Epwg Tept TO KAAOV,

avaykotov Epwto dtAdbcodov elva,

dLAbcodov de drtar LeTAEL Elval codpov Kol AUabovg

LT ... YEVECLG

TOTPOG ... SOPOY ... ELTOPOL, UNTPOG ... 0L COOTG ... ATOPOV. [9]

Diotima is very much in the role of teacher and Socrates is in the unaccustomed position of
being her pupil. This reversal of their expected roles is humorous and it is interesting that
Socrates is learning from a woman. Diotima explains Socrates' mistake that he had identified
Eros with the beloved rather than with what feels love. Diotima treats this an understandable
error, but nevertheless puts Socrates right by explaining that what feels love has a totally
different character.

Socrates accepts Diotima's correction and the force of her refutation of his earlier position.
He then humbly asks her to explain what function Eros performs among men, if he has such
a nature.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

Borvpaotov oLdev Emabeg,

MNONG O€ g ENOL SOKEL TEKUALPOUEVT) EE DV OV AEYELG,

10 Epwpevor Epmta €lvat, ob 10 Epav,

dLa ToVTAL OOL, OLUO,

10 O0¢ YE Ep®V GAAANY 18Eaw ToLoLOTNY EX OV,

olaw Eyw dinAbov,

glev 0N, @ Eevn

KOA®G Yap AEYELG,

TLvoL X peELOY EYEL TOlg AVOPMOTOLG; [6]
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(iii) Translate lines 16—20. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.
TOVTO O1) UETA TOVT, EOM, O ZWOKPATEC, TELPATOUal o€ dddEat. (3 marks)
EOTL LEV Yap O1) ToLoLTOg Kol 00T yeyovwe o Epwg, (2 marks)
ECTL 08 TOV KOAWY, ®¢ L ONG. (2 marks)

€1 8¢ TIg NUAG EPOLTO” TL TOV KOAMY ECTLY 0 Epwg, ® ZMdKPATEG TE Kol ALOTIUAL;
(3 marks)

®3e 8¢ copECTEPOV: EPAL O EPAV TOV KAAMY" T £pA;" (3 marks)

Kol Eyw €lmov T "yevEcBal abtw." (2 marks) [5]

(i) Translate lines 1-4. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.
Kol EEaioung v abAetov BOpay kpovouévny (2 marks)
TOAVY YOOV TTAPOULCY ELY DG KWUATTOV, (2 marks)

Kol abANTPLOOC Prwvny &dkoveLy. (2 marks)
tov obv Aydbwva, "toideg," dpdvat, "ob ckéyecbe; (3 marks)
Kol EQV HEV TLC TV EMLTNOELY 1), kKaAgLTE: (3 marks)

€1 0¢ un, A&yete 6TL oL mivopey, &AL dvamovdpedo Hiom." (3 marks) [5]

(ii) Plato vividly describes Alcibiades as drunk (even before he has arrived at the symposium)
and shouting loudly. He demands to be taken to Agathon, the host, but he has to be led by a
flute girl and some of his other companions. As he stands in the doorway, he is described as
wearing a thick wreath of ivy and violets with a number of ribbons round his head. The
wreath of ivy and violets is associated with Dionysus and thus is particularly appropriate for a
drunken reveller. The ribbons are associated with victory.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

chpddpa. pedovtog

HEYo Bowytog

keAeovtog &yely op  Aydbwva.

THY Te obANTPLSaL LITOABOVCOY KO AAAOVG TLVAG TV AKOAOVBWY,

ETMLOTNVOL ETTL TAG B0pOg ECTEAVWUEVOY ODTOV

KLTTOU T€ TVl OTEGAV® SOCEL KOl 1w,

KOl ToLviog £xovto EML TN KEQAANE VL TOAAC. [7]
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(iii) Alcibiades admits and even stresses how drunk he is but he is still capable of making an
articulate speech. He has come to give the garland to Agathon and he is going to move it
from his own head to Agathon's. He describes Agathon as the wisest and most beautiful (the
use of the superlatives is striking) and this is why he deserves the crown. He is the beloved,
the appropriate object of Eros. (However, later on in the dialogue Alcibiades will admit that
Socrates deserves these titles.) Alcibiades expects his listeners to laugh at him because he
is drunk, but it is striking that he stresses that he speaks the truth. This phrase makes clear
that he is saying something important. He ends his speech by asking whether he may join
the drinking party on these conditions. The use of two short questions, one after the other, is
striking. It is no surprise that everyone agrees that he should join them.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

uedtovta &vdpa mAVL cdddpal dEEESOHE cuuTOHTNY,

avadnoavteg wévov Ayobwva,

ATO TNC EUNG KEGAUATG THY TOV COPWTATOV KOl KAAALGTOUL KEGAAN Y,

Apa. KOTOYEAXCECHE Lov ¢ LeBvovtog:

eb otd’ 61 &Anon Aeyw.

ovuniecBe f) ob; [8]
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Herodotus Histories VI, 74-84; 94-117; 132-140

3

(i)

(ii)

The passage begins with the effective juxtaposition of the Spartans waiting for the full moon,
while Hippias guides the Persians to Marathon. The mention of the site of the decisive battle
is evocative here. The content of Hippias' dream, that he was sleeping with his mother, is
surprising and striking. Hippias' positive but false interpretation of this dream is given in
detail, which maintains the reader's attention. Herodotus describes how Hippias helped the
invading Persians to put ashore the prisoners from Eretria and how he led the Persian ships
to Marathon. Herodotus then focuses on what happens to Hippias personally. His fit of
sneezing and coughing that ends up with him coughing up one of his teeth, which then
disappears in sand, is described in comic detail. Hippias contradicts his previous positive
interpretation and now draws the correct conclusion that the Persian expedition will fail and
that he will not be able to recover his power in Athens. This is expressed emotively when he
says that "this is not our land". There is a further comic point that the only part of the land that
he will have is what his tooth possesses.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

Ty moveéAnvov Euevov, tolot 8¢ BopBdpolot katnyéeto Inming ...
£¢ TOV Mopobmva,

T1 UNTPL TN EMVTOL CLVELYNONVAL.

ynpodg (emphasised by being delayed until the end of the sentence)
TTapelY Te kol Pnéon pefdvmg 1) dg Ewbee

oL IpecPuTEP® etc (comic)

Evol TV 03OVTWY EKVAAAEL LIO Bing BhEag:

ETIOLEETO TTOAATV OTIOLOTY EEELPELY.

avooTeVdEog

71 yn fide ovk huetépn EoTi

OKOCOV € TLUOL LEPOG LETNV, O OOWV UETEYEL. [10]

Translate lines 16—19. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

Tnming pev dn 1ot TV dyiy cuvveRAAeTo EEEANALVOEVAL, (3 marks)

ABnvaiolot o8¢ tetarypévolot Ev tepével HpakAéog (2 marks)

emnABov Bonbéovteg IMAatoéeg morvdnuel: (3 marks)

Kol yop kol Ededwkecar ohéag abtovg totot ABnvaiotot ou ITAataiéeg, (3 marks)
Kol évoug Lrep abtwv ot ABnvaiol cuyvoig 7idn dvoupiovto: (3 marks)

£docav 3¢ ®Ae. (1 mark) [5]
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(iii) It is interesting that Cleomenes just happens to be in the neighbourhood with a Spartan
army. This indicates how active he was. The Spartan response is typically blunt. The key fact
is stated laconically that the Spartans live too far away. They use a vivid metaphor when they
say that an alliance with the Spartans would be cold comfort for the Plataeans. They
describe graphically what could happen to the Plataeans without help from a stronger power.
The Spartans offer grudging approval of the Athenians ("your neighbours and not at all bad
at coming to help"). The Spartans are then portrayed as pretty devious, since their motive for
this advice is not goodwill for the Plataeans, but rather to involve the Athenians in quarrels
with the other Boeotians.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

TopaTuxovol KAeopgvet

ETLKOLPLT YUY PN

eEavdpamodichEvteg

TANCLOX WPOLCL TE AVIPACL

KOL TLUWPEELY EOVCL 0D KOKOLGL

ob xata ebvoiy obhTw TV MAAToLEWY,

Mg BovAbuevol Tovg ABnraiovg Ex ey TOVOLVG CLVECTEDTAG Bolwtolot. [5]
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Herodotus Histories VI, 74-84; 94-117; 132-140

4 (i)

(ii)

Translate lines 1-4. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

MiATLddN &mopeovtt EABELY EC AOYOLUG ALy UAAWTOY YLVOLKA, (3 marks)
govoaw uev Iopiny yévog, obvoua 8¢ ol glvor Tipovv, (3 marks)

glvai 8¢ voldikopov Ty yBoviwy Bemv. (2 marks)

To0TNY EABOVCAY E¢ Oy MiATiddew cupBovievoat, (3 marks)

€1 Tepl ToALOV Toréetai IIdpov ALy, (2 marks)

Ta &v abTn LdONTA, ToVTOL TTOLEELY. (2 marks) [5]

Candidates should note that Militiades had won great prestige, because of his contribution to
the Athenian victory at Marathon and that it was because of his influence that they had
launched this expedition against the Parians. However, his impetuous nature leads to
disaster in the incident described in these lines. When Miltiades is unable to open the door in
the fence, which surrounds Demeter's shrine, he jumps over it and makes straight for the
shrine. Herodotus implies that the whole plan was foolhardy and even impious, when he
suggests that Miltiades' intention was to move the sacred objects. The moment of reversal
comes when he is seized by a sudden fit of trembling. He then falls over, as he jumps down
from the fence, and he twists his thigh (others said that he had smashed his knee).
Herodotus stresses Miltiades' reversal of fortune by saying that he was in a poor way when
he eventually returned to Athens. Despite a twenty-six day siege, he had failed to keep his
promise of capturing the island and bringing home money for the Athenians.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

ob duvdpevor tag BOpag dvotéou,

LIEPBOPOVTAL OE 1EVOLL ETIL TO UEYOPOV

KLWAcOVTd TL TV AKLVHTOY

TpdKaTE PplkNg abTOv LILeABOVONG

KOTOBpWOKOVTO 08 TNV OLUALSINY TOV UNnpdv oTochnvat

oL 8¢ abTov 1O YO6VL TPOSTTOLCOL AEYOLSTL.

MIATLAONG LEV VUV OAAOPWE EX WV

obte ypnHuota ABnvaioioct &ywy

obte Idpov TPocKTNCAUEVOG,

AALO TOALOpKHoOG TE £ Kl €1K001 NUEPOLG [9]
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(iii) The Parians show their high level of respect for the Delphic oracle by sending public
messengers to ask whether they should execute the priestess Timo on charges of giving
information to their enemy Miltiades and for revealing secrets rites, which it was forbidden for
men to know. Both these charges are regarded as equally serious and it is understandable
that the Parians intended to punish Timo. The surprise is that the oracle defends Timo, by
saying that she should not be regarded as guilty, but rather that Miltiades was destined to
come to a bad end. This implies that divine forces are in control and Timo is merely acting as
an "agent of Fate".

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

BeompdTOUE TEUTOVCL EC AEADOVC,

o £G Epoeva Yovov dppmta Tpa Exdnvacoy MiATLAd.

oL TLHOVY €1Vail TNV aLTiny T00TwY,

QAL BEELY YOoup MIATLAOEN TEAEVTAY UM €D,

dAVTVOL Ol TV KOK®V KOUTNYELOVAL. [6]
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Section B

“Grand and inspiring, but in the cold light of day wholly absurd.” Discuss this view of the
Symposium.

AO1: Candidates should show knowledge of a range of arguments from the excerpt and they
may also gain credit by demonstrating knowledge of the rest of the Symposium. They should
show understanding of the literary techniques Plato uses in the Symposium and how he seeks to
persuade his readers.

AO3: Candidates should analyse and evaluate a number of different arguments from the excerpt.
They should discuss the effect of Plato's literary artistry and consider whether the Symposium
does deserve the description as a grand and inspiring work. Candidates are likely to refer to
passages such as the myth of Eros' birth or Diotima's account of how Eros can lead someone to
the contemplation of Beauty in itself as positive evidence for this.

Candidates are more likely to come to different conclusions about whether the arguments are
wholly absurd. Certainly they should gain credit for a rigorous search for logical errors and
fallacious arguments. However, candidates who show some sympathy for Plato's ideas and his
attempt to present them in the Symposium in an amusing and engaging way should also gain
credit.

Are you convinced by Diotima's view that philosophical activity arises from Eros?

AO1: Candidates should demonstrate a detailed knowledge of Diotima's account of Eros and how
she thinks philosophical activity arises from it. Diotima defines Eros as the desire for the eternal
possession of the good. The function of Eros is procreation in what is beautiful and this
procreation can be physical or spiritual. A noble lover will be attracted to someone, who is
beautiful both in body and soul. She moves on to give an account of how a young man might be
educated in Eros. At the higher levels, he would move from loving beautiful souls to wanting to
create beautiful things, such as poetry or good laws. This is the stage at which philosophical
activity arises from Eros. According to Diotima's account, the highest form of Eros is love of
absolute beauty itself, eternal and absolute. This will lead a man to true knowledge and
understanding.

AO3: Candidates should analyse and evaluate this account of Eros. They should certainly point
out some of the logical errors in the account; e.g. just because we might always desire good
things, this does not entail that we should desire to possess the good forever and thus desire
immortality. The whole account seems to depend on Plato's belief in the existence of moral and
aesthetic absolutes (his theory of forms). However, he provides no evidence that these absolutes
exist, and how they would determine our moral behaviour. Candidates, who show sympathy for
Plato's ideas and who can provide reasonable explanation why they find Diotima's view
convincing should also gain credit.
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How good is Herodotus at explaining events?

AO1: Candidates should show knowledge of how Herodotus explains a range of different events,
such as the Athenian victory at Marathon and the events leading up to the eventual failures and
deaths of Cleomenes and Miltiades etc.

AOQ3: Candidates should analyse and evaluate Herodotus' explanations. They should consider
how he refers to different sources and how he draws his own conclusions. They could discuss
what makes a good explanation and what deficiencies make an explanation less satisfactory.
They could consider whether Herodotus attaches too much importance to the virtues and failings
of particular individuals, such as Cleomenes and Miltiades, in his explanation of events. They
could also discuss how Herodotus uses religious explanations.

What is distinctive about Herodotus' narrative style?

AO1: Candidates should show knowledge and understanding of how Herodotus engages his
readers with a range of stories in Book 6. They should discuss different narrative techniques,
such as reference to different sources, obscure connections, implicit comparison (e.g. Cleomenes
and Miltiades), the use of set speeches, the reference to particular detail to create pathos, etc.

AO3: Candidates should analyse and evaluative what is distinctive about Herodotus' narrative
style. They could discuss his use of surprise in his narrative (e.g. ironic interpretation of oracles
and prophecies). Candidates, who demonstrate a close reading of Herodotus' Greek, should gain
particular credit; for example, if they give examples of his use of repetition of significant words
and phrases to engage the reader/listener in his narrative. They should also gain credit for
showing awareness that Herodotus wrote his history for public recitation and thus he could be
considered an "oral" author in the Homeric tradition.
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