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Introduction 

The main aim of this booklet is to provide examples for those teaching Cambridge Pre-U, and to show how 
different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  

Cambridge Pre-U is reported in three bands (Distinction, Merit and Pass) each divided into three grades (D1, 
D2, D3; M1, M2, M3; P1, P2, P3).

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate each band (Distinction, 
Merit and Pass). The work in this booklet is not all the work submitted by each candidate.  Each response 
reproduced represents a snapshot of a candidate’s total submission and is accompanied by a brief 
moderator or examiner commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the outcomes. 

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus and other teacher support materials are available on 
www.cie.org.uk.  For past papers and Examiner Reports please contact CIE on international@cie.org.uk.
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Components at a Glance 

Component Component Title
Total 

Marks
Weighting 

(%)
Type of Assessment

1 Portfolio 100 30
Internally assessed and externally 

moderated at the Centre by moderator.

2 Evaluative Study 100 30
Internally assessed and externally 

moderated at the Centre by moderator.

3 Project 100 40
Externally set and externally assessed at 

the Centre by examiner.
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Assessment Criteria 

1 Portfolio
3 Project

2 Evaluative 
Study

Level
Assessment Objective 1 (AO1)

 Record
Marks Awarded

1 a partial recording of observations and insights in visual and/or other 
forms

1–6 1–4

2
a basic recording of observations and insights in visual and/or other 
forms, demonstrating a limited understanding of intentions and 
development of work

7–12 5–8

3
a coherent recording of observations and insights in visual and/or other 
forms, demonstrating a clear understanding of intentions, meanings and 
development of work

13–18 9–12

4
a confident recording of observations, ideas and insights in visual and/
or other forms, demonstrating secure understanding of intentions, 
meanings and development of own practice

19–24 13–16

5
a perceptive recording and analysis of images, objects and artefacts, 
with sustained evidence of an intuitive understanding of intentions, 
meanings and development of own practice

25–30 17–20

1 Portfolio
2 Evaluative 

Study
3 Project

Level
Assessment Objective 2 (AO2)

Experiment
Marks Awarded

1 a partial exploration of the use of materials and processes; unresolved 
understanding

1–6 1–4

2
a basic exploration of the use of relevant materials and techniques, 
processes and resources; limited awareness in understanding and 
refining ideas 

7–12 5–8

3 a coherent exploration of the use of appropriate materials, techniques 
and processes; clear understanding of ideas

13–18 9–12

4 a confident and sustained exploration of the use of materials, 
techniques and processes; effectively selects and refines ideas

19–24 13–16

5
a creative exploration of the use of materials, processes and 
techniques; convincingly selects and refines ideas, successfully 
identifying and interpreting relationships

25–30 17–20
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2 Evaluative 
Study

1 Portfolio
3 Project

Level
Assessment Objective 3 (AO3)

 Develop
Marks Awarded

1
a partial investigation of ideas through an uneven analysis of objects, 
ideas, images and artefacts; incomplete awareness of purpose and 
meaning 

1–6 1–4

2
a basic investigation of ideas through moderate analysis of relevant 
objects, ideas, images and artefacts; limited awareness of purpose and 
meaning

7–12 5–8

3
a coherent investigation of ideas through a competent analysis of 
objects, ideas, images and artefacts; showing clear understanding of 
purpose and meaning

13–18 9–12

4
a confident investigation of ideas through a thoughtful analysis 
of objects, ideas, images and artefacts; a secure understanding of 
purposes, meanings and their related contexts

19–24 13–16

5
a fluent investigation of ideas through perceptive analysis of objects, 
ideas, images and artefacts; critical understanding of purposes, 
meanings and their related contexts

25–30 17–20

2 Evaluative 
Study

3 Project
1 Portfolio

Level
Assessment Objective 4 (AO4)

 Respond
Marks Awarded

1 a partial response with some realisation of intentions; incomplete 
awareness of connections

1–6 1–4

2 a basic response, realising intentions; demonstrates simple 
connections

7–12 5–8

3 a personal, coherent response; clear realisation of intentions and some 
critical understanding; explains relevant connections 

13–18 9–12

4 a personal, confident response; effective realisation of intentions and a 
secure critical understanding; assured communication of connections

19–24 13–16

5
a personal, inventive and engaged response; significant realisation of 
intentions; articulates significant connections communicating incisive 
critical understanding and perceptive judgements

25–30 17–20
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Component 1  Portfolio 

This is a coursework component that will be internally assessed by the Centre and externally moderated by 
CIE. 

The Portfolio should comprise a substantial body of work or a number of smaller relevant pieces. It can 
be a combination of work that is presented in sketchbook format or be mounted on sheets. The Portfolio 
may be in any appropriate format but it must show sufficient evidence to satisfy the relevant Assessment 
Objectives. The work in the Portfolio needs to justify to the moderator the level of marks awarded by the 
Centre. It is worth noting that quantity is less relevant than quality. 

The Portfolio should offer breadth and depth of exploration. It should give opportunities for inquiry, 
stimulated by the content set by the Centre during Year 12 and underpinned by appropriate sketchbooks/
journals/study sheets. 

Any critical and contextual investigative work should support, and extend, thinking through the inquiry of 
the practices of related artists, designers, etc. This analysis and evaluation of working processes, ideas and 
concepts should actively inform the practical investigation. 

In two and/or three dimensions, evidence of: 

• a highly informed and personal series of explorations within the chosen endorsed course or 
unendorsed area(s) of study

• perceptive recording, analysis, organisation and collation of observations, expressions and insights 
pertinent to intentions

• extensive experimentation with ideas, concepts, materials, techniques and processes 

• in-depth evaluation, review and refinement

The Portfolio may also include evidence of: 

• investigation of relevant contexts demonstrating independent thinking within analysis and evaluation

• explorations of the practice of other related practitioners to inform and augment the candidate’s 
own work, and an understanding of the cultural/political/personal context within which the work was 
created
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction

Moderator Comment

Ceramics with high quality experimentation and outcomes. Assessment Objectives met at Level 4/5 
threshold. 

AO1 25/30, AO2 25/30, AO3 16/20, AO4 18/20 – 84/100
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Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Moderator Comment

Ceramics submission; strong on recording and experimentation. Mostly confident. 

AO1 23/30, AO2 26/30, AO3 15/20, AO4 15/20 – 79/100
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Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Moderator Comment

Bold recording and experiments. Confident in all Assessment Objectives. 

AO1 23/30, AO2 24/30, AO3 15/20, AO4 16/20 – 78/100
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Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Moderator Comment

Confident on Record AO1 and Experiment AO2 Level 4. Coherent in Develop AO4 Level 3. 

AO1 22/30, AO2 19/30, AO3 12/20, AO4 13/20 – 66/100
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Example Candidate Response – Pass



www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu18

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu18

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses



www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 19

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 19

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Moderator Comment

Graphic based portfolio -- good quality experiments and study from other artists’ work. This response falls 
into coherent Level 3. 

AO1 15/30, AO2 16/30, AO3 12/20, AO4 12/20 – 55/100
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Example Candidate Response – Pass

Moderator Comment

A fairly weak submission with ideas not matched by skills. The response borders on basic. 

AO1 11/30, AO2 11/30, AO3 9/20, AO4 8/20 – 39/100
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Component 2  Evaluative Study 

This is a coursework component that will be internally assessed by the Centre and externally moderated by 
CIE. 

The Evaluative Study should comprise a minimum of 3,000 words and a maximum of 3,500 words. 
Candidates should support this critical analysis with practical examples of work which support their study. 
Candidates should be mindful that, as part of an Art and Design course, presentation as a whole should 
reflect the aspect of the visual arts they are studying. 

This component provides candidates with opportunities to explore individual interests while encouraging 
them to make connections between the work of others and/or between the work of others and the 
candidate’s own work. The Evaluative Study will involve significant evaluative and critical analysis of an 
aspect of the visual arts of interest to the individual candidate. 

The focus of the Evaluative Study would evolve through ideas generated by candidates during their first 
year of the course. Candidates should be exposed to a wide range of references such as gallery visits, 
artists in residence – this type of exposure will lead to relevant and personal ideas for the Evaluative Study. 
Candidates are expected to have viewed relevant works that relate to their Evaluative Study at first hand. 
The Evaluative Study may relate to work produced for the Portfolio and/or the Project, but this is not a 
requirement. 

Each candidate must have an individual focus and title for their Evaluative Study, but a class could share a 
general area – a period, theme, artists – and conduct background work together.  However, each candidate 
must settle on an individual title and produce work that is their own unaided work. 

Candidates should choose their own topic but this should be with guidance from the teacher. An outline 
proposal should then be submitted to CIE for approval before a candidate embarks on the Evaluative Study. 
This is to ensure that the Evaluative Study meets the assessment criteria for the component. 

In their outline proposal, candidates should outline their: 

• intentions

• details of research undertaken

• resources list

• suggested presentation

An innovative response, in terms of format or form of presentation, is to be encouraged so long as this does 
not distract from the essential content of the Evaluative Study. 

Candidates need to be mindful that the Evaluative Study involves research and is a preparation for higher 
education where candidates will be required to follow the conventions of academic study, including 
references and a references section (such as the Harvard system) – detailing websites, periodicals, reports, 
interviews, books and journals to acknowledge sources where appropriate. These and any quotations will 
not count towards the final word count. 
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The Evaluative Study must be entirely the candidate’s own work. The teacher will need to assist with finding 
a focus and wording the title, give advice on researching the area, and teach proper academic conventions 
for the presentation of the written part of the Evaluative Study. 

The Evaluative Study should demonstrate evidence of: 

• focused, informed and personal investigation

• recording, analysis and organisation of observations, experiences, insights pertinent to intentions

• investigation of relevant contexts demonstrating independent thinking within analysis and evaluation

• exploration of the practice of other related practitioners to inform and augment candidates’ own work 
with an understanding of the cultural, political or personal context within which the work was created
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Moderator Comment

This is a carefully thought-out title with a thorough investigation into how and why artists work and what 
influences come to bear on the way they produce their creations. This is a fundamental question and the 
candidate researches well into the life and work of both nominated artists. The study also was used by the 
candidate effectively in developing her own work. Whilst some of the English is sometimes a little awkward 
the actual research and commentary are full of ideas and set the work into suitable contexts. Overall a 
strong personal view. 

Response is firmly into Level 5; perceptive and convincing.

AO1 18/20, AO2 19/20, AO3 27/30, AO4 27/30 – 91/100
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Moderator Comment

This is an imaginative idea and has some detailed and effective research including a useful interview with a 
professional practitioner. Some of the ideas are then applied in the candidate’s own practical work but the 
study remains a very good attempt to explore interesting ideas which translate 2D surface decoration from 
painting into lively and effective ceramic decorative schemes. Understanding of the subject language and     
terminology gives a very confident analysis with good comparisons. 

The response is on Level 4 (confident) and Level 5 (perceptive). 

AO1 17/20, AO2 16/20, AO3 24/30, AO4 24/30 – 81/100
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Moderator Comment

For this project to succeed on the analysis of only two works, the research must be in exceptional depth 
with clear and evaluative commentary fitting the works clearly into relevant contexts. 

Much of this work is purely descriptive and needed much more comparison and linking into Picasso’s style 
and development to be of really high quality. These events are documented in published work with great 
detail but this candidate fails to really engage beyond a straightforward analysis and does not really compare 
with other relevant works. 

In this instance the historical context is lacking detail and whilst the use of language is sound, it does not 
always reveal more than a coherent use of subject language and concepts. 

The response is Level 3 (coherent) indicating a clear intent and attempts at making relevant connections. 

AO1 11/20, AO2 12/20, AO3 16/30, AO4 18/30 – 57/100
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Moderator Comment

This could be a really interesting subject but examples need in-depth and careful research to firmly place 
them in historical and social contexts. In this project the research is limited and much of the written         
commentary is conjectural without academic rigour or support. The commentary is mostly descriptive and 
the structure of the English and use of subject language often inaccurate. 

All of the Assessment Objectives are placed firmly in Level 3 (coherent) in mid or low bands of 
achievement. 

AO1 9/20, AO2 12/20, AO3 17/30, AO4 15/30 – 53/100
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Component 3  Project 

This is an externally set and assessed coursework component

The focus of the Project should be the development of a sustained piece(s) of studio practice based on one 
of the starting points. The starting points will be posted on the Teacher Support website at the start of the 
course (http://teachers.cie.org.uk – teachers without Teacher Support accounts should contact their Centre 
administrator) and CIE Direct (http://direct.cie.org.uk) and candidates will have until 31 May of the year of the 
examination to complete their Project.  

The starting points that cover a range of ways of producing artwork and should allow all candidates, whether 
or not they have opted for an endorsed course, to demonstrate appropriate approaches.  The starting points 
will be grouped according to theme, and are intended to act as initial stimuli for the candidate’s focus of 
study. Investigative research, evaluative and developmental work are required to support the realisation of a 
major outcome. 

The work submitted for the Project may include sketchbook(s), design sheets, maquettes, lens based 
outcomes, samples, test pieces, large-scale studies, note books and/or models. 

Starting Points May/June 2010

Section A: Manufactured
1 Dilapidated
2 Medical
3  Architectural forms, shapes and settings have been used by different artists in many ways such as the 

constructions of Louise Nevelson, the installations of Cornelia Parker, the drawings of John Virtue and 
the paintings of Giorgio de Chirico. 

4 Pigmentation
5  A fashion company wishes to produce a range of colourful garments, fabrics or graphic advertisments, 

including animations of posters based on geometric forms. 

Section B: Natural World
6 Underwater
7 Energy and power
8 Organic
9 Figure at rest
10  A printing company whishes to promote its work by asking artists and designers to produce artefacts, 

garments or promotional materials that are based on the weather. 

Section C: Culture
11 Text
12 Postmodernism
13 The representation of the face has taken many different forms over time. 
14  People involved in relaxing and entertainment have been of interest to artists such as Edward Burra,        

Edouard Manet and Thomas Eakins. 
15 Juxtaposition
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Section D: Issues and Ideas
16 Gender
17 Memory
18 Art, Design and Propaganda
19  ‘Emptiness’ has been of interest to artists such as Edward Hopper, Mark Rothko and Christian 

Boltanski. 
20 Illusionary space
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction (D1)

Examiner Comment

All Assessment Objectives at highest Level 5. Paintings and supporting studies very perceptive, creative 
and convincing. 

AO1 30/30, AO2 20/20, AO3 20/20, AO4 30/30 – 100/100
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

All Assessment Objectives high in Level 5. Creative, inventive and mature.

AO1 30/30, AO2 20/20, AO3 20/20, AO4 30/30 – 100/100
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

All Assessment Objectives met strongly in Level 5. Landscape paintings show a very perceptive and 
creative response. 

AO1 29/30, AO2 20/20, AO3 19/20, AO4 30/30 – 98/100



www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu94

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu94

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

All Assessment Objectives high in Level 5. Very creative, inventive and perceptive. 

AO1 26/30, AO2 19/20, AO3 19/20, AO4 30/30 – 94/100
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This project has a mark of 89. All Assessment Objectives in Level 5. 

AO1 25/30, AO2 19/20, AO3 18/20, AO4 27/30 – 89/100
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

All Assessment Objectives met at Level 5. Well researched and convincing graphics. 

AO1 25/30, AO2 17/20, AO3 17/20, AO4 25/30 – 84/100
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction



www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu102

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu102

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses



www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 103

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 103

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Examiner Comment

Based on a question about dilapidation the candidate has explored the idea from birth to old age. All 
Assessment Objectives indicate an inventive and perceptive approach. 

AO1 26/30, AO2 17/20, AO3 17/20, AO4 24/30 – 84/100
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction

Examiner Comment

Bold developments of abstract images meets all Assessment Objectives in low to middle Level 5. 
Creative and intuitive. 

AO1 23/30, AO2 18/20, AO3 17/20, AO4 25/30 – 83/100
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Example Candidate Response – Merit



www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu106

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu106

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Examiner Comment

Sculpture based work; all Assessment Objectives indicate confidence. Some very strong sketchbook work. 

AO1 23/30, AO2 16/20, AO3 16/20, AO4 22/30 – 77/100
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

Ceramics based work with some interesting ideas based on effective research in Portfolio. The Development 
AO3 and Respond AO4 are not fully realised. 

AO1 16/30, AO2 14/20, AO3 12/20, AO4 17/30 – 59/100
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

Coherent in Assessment Objectives, clear responses but rather limited in terms of skill and visual 
development. 

AO1 17/30, AO2 15/20, AO3 12/20, AO4 13/30 – 57/100
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