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Mandarin Chinese 12 
Resource Exam A 

Scoring Guide 
  
 

SECTION 7: NOTE 

Value: 10 marks Suggested Time: 20 minutes 

INSTRUCTIONS: In the Response Booklet, use well-constructed Mandarin sentences of 
approximately 80 characters to write a note on the topic given below.  
Use one square for each punctuation mark. Avoid dialogue, repetition and lists.  
Marks will be awarded for content and for grammatical correctness. Students must avoid 
identifying themselves, their schools or school districts. 

 
 
 1. You are , and you are sick today. Write a note to your Chinese teacher, ,

explaining why you will not be able to attend his class this afternoon. Ask what  
assignments you will probably miss and what you should do for this missed class. (10 marks) 

 
 
Sample Response: 
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SECTION 8: STORY COMPLETION 

Value: 14 marks Suggested Time: 25 minutes 

INSTRUCTIONS: In the Response Booklet, use well-constructed Mandarin sentences (between  
80 and 120 characters) to complete the story started below. Use one square for each 
punctuation mark. Avoid dialogue, repetition and lists. Marks will be awarded for 
content and for grammatical correctness. 

 
 
 2.  (14 marks) 
  (After thinking for a whole night, I have finally decided to…) 
 
 
Sample Response: 
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MANDARIN CHINESE 12 HOLISTIC SCORING GUIDE 
 

 Message/Information Language Vocabulary/Idiom 

 

The 

6 

Response 
 

• has ideas that are fully developed 
with clarity, ease and depth 

• is well organized and on topic 

• completes the task 

• demonstrates a good understanding and 
control of appropriate verb tenses 

• has varied sentence structure which 
integrates transitional words to link 
thoughts 

• may have errors which do not detract 
from meaning 

• has wide range of 
appropriate 
vocabulary/idioms which is 
predominantly correct 

 

 

The 

5 

Response 
 

• has ideas that are well developed 
and flow clearly and logically 

• is well organized and on topic 

• completes the task 

• demonstrates a reasonable 
understanding and control of 
appropriate verb tenses 

• has sentence structure which has some 
variety and may integrate transitional 
words to link thoughts 

• has errors which do not interfere with 
the meaning 

• has a good range of generally 
appropriate 
vocabulary/idioms which is 
generally correct 

The 

4 

Response 
 

• has ideas that are adequately 
developed and generally clear 

• is organized and on topic 

• completes the task 

• has some understanding and control of 
appropriate verb tenses 

• rarely goes beyond basic sentence 
structure 

• has errors which weaken the meaning 

• rarely goes beyond high 
frequency vocabulary/ 
idioms but is generally 
correct and may have 
occasional errors. 

The 

3 

Response 
 

• has ideas that are often simplistic 
and lack development 

• shows weak organization 

• has difficulty in completing the 
task 

• has difficulty in controlling appropriate 
verb tenses 

• demonstrates basic sentence structure 

• has errors which interfere with the 
meaning 

• has a limited range of 
vocabulary/idioms which 
may be frequently incorrect 

The 

2 
Response 

• has limited ideas and 
development 

• shows minimal organization 

• does not complete the task 

• has verb tenses which are 
predominantly incorrect 

• has poor sentence structure 

• has errors which impede meaning 

• has a very limited range of 
vocabulary/idioms which is 
predominantly incorrect 

The 

1 
Response 

• has very limited ideas and no 
sense of development 

• shows no organization 

• does not complete the task 

• has no control of verbs 

• has non-functional sentence structure 

• has errors which block meaning 

• has minimal 
vocabulary/idioms which 
may be frequently invented 

The 

0 
Response 

• does not present enough 
message/information to be 
evaluated 

 

  

NR 
• a blank paper with no response 

given 
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