
Centre Number 

Student Number 

2008
 
H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E 
  

E X A M I N AT I O N 
  

Japanese Beginners
 

General Instructions 

• Reading time – 10 minutes 

• Working time – 2 hours and 
30 minutes 

• Write using black or blue pen 

• Monolingual and/or bilingual 
print dictionaries may be used 

• Write your Centre Number and 
Student Number at the top of 
this page and pages 9, 21 and 23 

Total marks – 80 

Section I Pages 2–5 

30 marks 

• Attempt Questions 1–10 

• This section should take approximately 40 minutes 

Section II Pages 9–19 

30 marks 

• Attempt Questions 11–15 

• Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Section III Pages 21–24 

20 marks 

This section has two parts, Part A and Part B 

• Allow about 50 minutes for this section 

Part A – 10 marks 

• Attempt Questions 16–17 

Part B – 10 marks 

• Attempt Question 18 

398a 



Section I — Listening 

30 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–10 
This section should take approximately 40 minutes 

You will hear TEN texts. Each text will be read twice. The question for each text will be 
read once before the first reading of the text. There will be a pause after the first reading in 
which you may make notes. However, you may make notes at any time. You will be given 
adequate time after the second reading to complete your answer. Answer the questions in 
ENGLISH in the spaces provided. In the case of multiple-choice questions, tick the box that 
corresponds to the correct response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as you have 
finished Question 10. 

Marks 

2 

1 

Candidate’s 
Notes Question 1 (2 marks) 

Explain why the woman is disappointed. 

............................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................... 

Question 2 (1 mark) 

Where does Naomi have to meet her friends? 

Choose the correct location on the map. 

A B D 

C 

Station 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

– 2 – 



Marks 

2 

3
 

3
 

Question 3 (2 marks)
 

What is the purpose of this announcement?
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Question 4 (3 marks)
 

Explain why Mr Tanaka is being interviewed. 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Question 5 (3 marks)
 

Why did John prefer Kobe to Kyoto? 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Candidate’s 
Notes 

– 3 –
 



Marks 

3 

3

4

Question 6 (3 marks)
 

Why is Ken phoning Masako?
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Question 7 (3 marks) 

How will the new Hot Spring impact on the people of Nakayama?
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Question 8 (4 marks) 

List the instructions given to Michiko in the correct order.
 

You may use dot points.
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Candidate’s 
Notes 

– 4 –
 



Marks 

4

5
 

Question 9 (4 marks) 

Explain Mayumi's reaction to what Kenta tells her.
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Question 10 (5 marks) 

Will Tom enjoy his stay with this family? Justify your response with 
reference to the text.
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

You may now proceed to Section II 

Candidate’s 
Notes 

– 5 –
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2008 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

Japanese Beginners 
Centre Number 

Section II — Reading 

30 marks Student Number 
Attempt Questions 11–15 
Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Read the texts, then answer the questions in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. 

Question 11 (3 marks) 

398b – 9 – 



Question 11 (3 marks)
 

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
 

http://www. 

File Edit View Tools Favourites Help 

Back Search Favourites History 

about us |  map |  guest book |  contact us 

Question 11 continues on page 11
 

– 10 –
 



Marks 

1 

2 

Question 11 (continued) 

(a) What is the purpose of this website? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

(b) What specific information would you find by clicking on link 3? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

End of Question 11 

– 11 –
 



Question 12 (5 marks)
 

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
 

Question 12 continues on page 13
 

– 12 – 



Marks 

2 

3 

Question 12 (continued) 

(a) Explain how to get to the venue. 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

(b) Who is being targeted in this flyer? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

End of Question 12 

– 13 –
 



Question 13 (6 marks)
 

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
 

Question 13 continues on page 15
 

– 14 –
 



Marks 

2 

4 

Question 13 (continued) 

(a) What has prompted Tom to write in his diary today? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

(b) What is your impression of Tom? Justify your answer with reference to 
the text. 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

End of Question 13 

– 15 –
 



Question 14 (6 marks)
 

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
 

Question 14 continues on page 17
 

– 16 – 



Marks 

2 

4 

Question 14 (continued) 

(a) What trends has the writer observed in recent times? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

(b) In your opinion, why does the author of this article include quotations from 
different people? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

End of Question 14 

– 17 –
 



Question 15 (10 marks)
 

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
 

Question 15 continues on page 19
 

– 18 – 



Marks 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Question 15 (continued) 

(a) Why is Akiko chatting with Hiroshi? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

(b) What is the relationship of the two people? 

(A) mother and father 

(B) mother and son 

(C) younger brother and older brother 

(D) older brother and younger sister 

(c) What advice does Hiroshi give Akiko? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

(d) Compare the attitudes of the two people toward life and work. 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

End of Question 15 

– 19 –
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2008 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

Japanese Beginners 
Centre Number 

Section III — Writing in Japanese 
20 marks 
Allow about 50 minutes for this section Student Number 

Part A – 10 marks 
Attempt Questions 16–17 

Answer the questions in the spaces provided. 

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you: 

� demonstrate relevance of ideas, information or opinions 

� write texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

� sequence and structure information and ideas 

� demonstrate control of a range of vocabulary and language structures, and of the 
conventions of the writing system 

Marks 

4 

Question 16 (4 marks) 

Write a message to your friend inviting him/her to come to your home this evening 
and include a suggestion on how you might spend your time together. Write 
approximately 100 ji in JAPANESE. 

398c	 – 21 – 

105 



Question 17 (6 marks) 

You are going to Japan and your friend Tomoko has sent the following advertisements 
about apartments to rent. Write an email of approximately 150 ji in JAPANESE 
in response. 

Marks 

6 

さくらアパート

げん おて

かん あらい
わしつ

だいどころ

•
 
•
 
•
 

みどりアパート

だいどころ ようしつ

わしつげん

かんトイレ
ふろば 

• 
• 

– 22 –
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2008 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

Japanese Beginners 
Centre Number 

Section III (continued) 

Part B – 10 marks Student Number 
Attempt Question 18 

Answer the question in the space provided. 

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you: 

� demonstrate relevance of ideas, information or opinions 

� write texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

� sequence and structure information and ideas 

� demonstrate control of a range of vocabulary and language structures, and of the 
conventions of the writing system 

(a) 

Marks 

10

10

Question 18 (10 marks)
 

Answer ONE of the following questions. Write approximately 250 ji in JAPANESE.
 

(b) 

The topic for the Japanese Language contest is ‘My Idol’. Write the script of a 
talk about the person you have chosen. 

OR 

You are now studying at a Japanese high school. You have been asked to speak 
to the students about your school days in Australia. Write the script of your talk. 

Question 18 continues on page 24 

398d	 – 23 – 



   Question attempted 18 ( )
 

105 

210 

End of paper 

– 24 –
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2008 
H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E  

E X A M I N AT I O N  

Japanese Beginners
 
(Section I — Listening) 

Transcript 



Familiarisation Text 

Question 1
 

– 2 –
 



Question 2 

Question 3
 

– 3 –
 



Question 4 

Question 5
 

– 4 –
 



Question 6
 

– 5 –
 



Question 7
 

– 6 –
 



Question 8
 

– 7 –
 



Question 9
 

– 8 –
 



Question 10 

– 9 –
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