
2007 
H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E  

E X A M I N AT I O N  

Classical Hebrew Extension
 

General Instructions 

• Reading time – 10 minutes 

• Working time – 1 hour and 
50 minutes 

• Write using black or blue pen 

• Your attention is drawn to the 
fact that the Divine Name is spelt 
in full in Biblical texts contained 
in this examination paper. If this 
is a matter of conscience for you, 
you should not discard the paper 

Total marks – 50 

Section I Pages 2–5 

35 marks 

• Attempt Questions 1–2 

• Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Section II Pages 6–7 

15 marks 

• Attempt Question 3 

• Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

131 



Section I — Prescribed Text 

35 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–2 
Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 
Use the extracts and your knowledge of the texts and prescribed commentaries in your answers. 

Marks 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Question 1 (20 marks) 

(a)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Isaiah 26:13–21 

.Ú˝ ≤v]	 ryKà “ " Ú`˝ ] '˝ ] Ú˝ ≤- ; î μynIdo } Wn̋ [; ] Wn̋ + ø ‘ hw:hy“mâ izn BAdbl tlWz ¡ a Wlè B yhle a ∞ 13 

dB́a' w" dEymvT] w" ;~ “ '~ ; ˆk´¶˝ ; Wmq̈- : ' μyaip; “ Wy± yI ' μyti e 14à T]˝  μ˝ + i '˝  TdqP l yAlB ` r j] AlB ~ m
./m̋l…â rk, ¡E ;zAlK

.≈r< …AywE q' ; T; jærI ; “ …- ] I y/G™˝ ' T; ] æy: hw± “ yŸ ˝ ' ; ] æy:aâ x] AlK q] `  TdBkn l psà :hy /Gl Tps¶ 15 

./m̋ … Ú`˝ s; l'+ ˆWqx; ÚWd= P] rX¢B' hw¡ “ 16lâ r“ Wm vj' ∞ ˝ q; æ˝ :hy
.hwê:hy“ Ú˝ynP<¡ ;˝mi WnyyhIè ; ˆKö´ hyl;˝ ≤-bj; }˝B' q[æz` T“ i lyjàiT; td<ll,+˝ ; byr∞Iq]T' hr~ h: ; /mK• ] 17 

PyAlbW ≈ra [nAlB [Wvy j l¢ ¡ ] Ih 18Wl¡ ] I âæ˝ < ,+ hc, } "∞ ' t~ o “ Wr" = Wnd“ æy: /mK] Wnlj'+ Wnyr∞ ; 
.lb́tâ e ybà´v]yO 

Lf r/a lf¶ ¢ [ ∞ v N“ w Ÿ Wqy t` be ˝ m j]Ú˝ ,+ ' t~ o æ yKi rp;% ; ynEk] o Wn@ r"˝ “ Wxyqih; ˆWm– “ y˝ il; n“ Úyt,+ e Wy§ yêI 19 

.lyPâiT' μyapià r; “ ≈ra< w…`˝ : 
[g" <¡ ' ]˝ i ybij} Úd<– B' ?Út] D“ l; “ rgOsWô Ú˝ <+ : }˝ ' aBo yŸM[' Ëĺ¶ rAf[mk à ˝ [} `˝ l; ¿ Úyt, D ì ]˝ yrdjb ∞ ˝ i 20 

.μ[' :?Arb; y" y"zê [} ¿ r/b[} Ad[' 
Lg˝ ˝ [ a…`˝ Abve î ì } ü ]˝ m/qMm y h hy • AyKi 21ht…¶ ] Iw“ wyl…- ; ≈r< h; yO ˆwO[ dqopli /˝ + ]˝ i ax́¢ O w~ : “ hNEhi â 

ygê Al[ ≤ktAalwê ymDAta rah.h…˝ <Wrh} ' d/[¡ hSà ' ] ø˝ “ h;˝ ,+ : , ≈~ < ;~˝ ; 

(i) Give three meanings for the root dqp (verses 14–16).	 

(ii)	 What problems are encountered in attempting to translate the words 
ˆwmwqy y̋tlbn 	(verse 19)? 

(iii)	 Compare and contrast the ideas of death and resurrection in verses 14 
and 19. In your answer, refer to the commentary. 

(iv)	 What evidence is there in this extract that this text is poetry? 

Question 1 continues on page 3 
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Marks 

5 

1 

4 

Question 1 (continued) 

(b)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows. 

Isaiah 27:9–13 

mWcB taFj ¢ IPAlK wØ + y" î ¢ y azOB % 9{ /̋ ∞ ˝ ] /˝ – ; ' rsih; yr¡ ] ; hz<˝ “ bqo[} AˆwO[} rPæku “ t~ ˝ ] ˆkle˝ ; 
.μynIM; w“ μyr¡ e } Wmq ¨y: ê t/x+ ; U ] r~ I E ] 'K] Bezmi ynEb] AlK;ê j'˝ Iva à Aalø Pnm gAynba˝  j" % “ ∞ a'
[ö à ¢ - “ K ¡ ‘ w à u Ø :  h WxB ¶ ¢ 10lg< ´ h[≤ry“ I μv… rB…dMi˝ ' bz:[n<˝ “ jL…vm] hw<n: ddB+ ; r~ : ] ry[i yKi

.h˝…ypâ≤[is] hLà…k˝iw“ ≈B̀…ry“ I μvàw…˝ “ 
/nyBAμ[ • ¢ t/a t/ryam B È : b' T ˝ yxi yB 11t~ i ' alø yKi H˝ …- § i ] t/a¡ ; μyvin: hnr“ V+ ; i H~r: q] vbo• ˝ i 

.WN̋ <ju “ alø /˝ ™ ] Ow“ Whce[o WN̋ ≤j} y“ ê Ÿ e ' aWh+Nê y è rxy˝ ˝ + m¢ r" Aalø ˆKAl[
μyI :– ] i lj' "∞ ' rh…` :˝ ' tl, oVimi hw:hy“ fBé ] " aWh+h' μ/Y̋ ' ~ : ;w“rxm nAd[ Nh Bè ˝ ü ojy ˝ §B hyh˝ 12 

.lárâ :cy] I ynEèB] dj…a` , djæàa'l˝ ] WfQü ]lTu ] μTá≤a'w˝ “ 
a aB ydbaê W l/dG /vB qTy ˝ §B ∞ ˝ 13rWV+ ' ≈r< ≤¢˝ ] μ~ I ] ho˝ ; Wab;%˝ # : rp…¢ ˝ ] [J ' ; I aWh%h' μ/Y̋ ' { hy:h;w“ 
lâ Wry̋ < ¡˝ B ü l j} v] ˝ r– m a≤ i N˝.μI …v; Bi vdQoh' rhàæ˝ ] hw:hy̋ ' Wwí T' hiw“ μyI :x] i ≈r< ˝¢B] μyjD` : Ih˝'w“ 

Place this prophecy in its historical and religious context. In your answer, refer 
to verses 9 and 10 in particular. 

(c)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Isaiah 28:16–18 

tNP"• i ˆjB' ⁄o ˆba, ≤¢ ˆba, …- ˆ/Yx™ Bi˝ ] dSàæyI yn̋Iünh“ i hw±Ihy“ ynd:∞ ao } rm~ a' ; hK•o ˆk%˝el; 16 

.vyjiy: alè ˆymia} hæ dS;+ …¢ ~ " ] Iâ ø ` M'˝ â Wm dsWm trqy
bzk:± ; hsj´¢ m] ' dr~ b: ; h[y…¶ w:˝ “ tlq, v…- m] ˝il] hq…`dx: ]˝W wql;+˝ ] fP~ ;vm] i yT¶im]c'˝w“ 17 

.Wpfêovy] I μymI æ` rts, àw´˝ “ 
π~ e • μWq– ; alø l/a¡ Ata, μkàt] w“ twm;+ , μ~ t] ê ] rPækuw“f/v f/v t ∞ v] ≤˝ Wzj;˝ < Ata k,˝ yrBI ¶ ˝ 18 

.smâ…rm“ il˝ ] /l˝ ¡ μtyy, èIhw]˝ I rb+o[}y"ê yKi¢ 

(i)	 What difference does the dagesh make to the meanings of dsWm… and 
dS;Wm? 

(ii)	 Who or what did Isaiah have in mind when he introduced the words 
ˆba (verse 16), drb (verse 17) and μym rts˝ (verse 17) into this 
prophecy, and what literary device is being employed in relation to these 
words? 

End of Question 1 
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Question 2 (15 marks) 

Read the extracts, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Megillah:17a–17b 

Question 2 continues on page 5 
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Marks 

3 

3 

4 

5 

Question 2 (continued) 

(a) Why and how does Rava use the Biblical verse 

òòμN:m'z“kiw“ μb;t;k]Ki hlah μymyh ynç ta μyç[ twyhlòò? 

(b) Explain why this verse was deemed unsatisfactory to fully support Rava’s 
ruling, and state why no challenge to an additional verse was forthcoming. 

(c) Rebbe and Rabbanim are in dispute over two issues regarding the recital of the 
Shema. Identify the points of difference and how each party used the Biblical 
text to support their position. 

(d) The Talmud’s primary purpose is to investigate, record and determine Jewish law. 
What techniques are used by Gemara to achieve this outcome? To support your 
answer, give some specific examples from the extract. 

End of Question 2 
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Section II — Non-prescribed Text 

15 marks 
Attempt Question 3 
Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. 

Marks 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Question 3 (15 marks) 

(a)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Psalm 148:1–7 

.μym/rMB WhWllhî μym-æV;˝hAˆm hwhyAta Wllhâ { Hy Wllh' 1 

.?w˝ya…b;x¿ /abxAlK WhWllhâ wy̋k…a;lmAlk WhWllhî 2

.r/a ybk/KAlK WhWllh¤ j"r–Ey:w“ vmv¢ WhWllhâ 3

.μymâ…V;˝h l[m { rva μyMhw μym-…V;h' yḿv] WhWllhâ 4

.War:b]nIw hW:∞xi aWh yK hwhy μvAta Wll]hæy“ê 5 

.r/b[y aløw“ ˆtnAqj μl/[l d[æl; μd̋∞ym[Y˝"w" 6

.t/mhTAlkw μynyNT ≈rahAˆm hwhyAta Wllhâ 7

twmht depths 

(i)	 How does the maqqef influence the spelling of qj; (verse 6)? 

(ii)	 How do the geographic terms mentioned in this extract reflect the 
psalmist’s vision of the cosmos? 

(iii)	 Identify six of the bodies called upon to praise God in this extract, 
and explain why, according to the psalmist, they are required to do so. 

(iv)	 Discuss the parallelism in this extract. 

Question 3 continues on page 7 

â £i ]˝ ' ˝ % ] ' I ' i : “ , ∞ ] æ !: ]
] ˝ ; ] ; ˝ % ] æ ] ' ; ˝ è ] 'â -
ê e ] è ; ˝ % ] ' , ≤ ˝ ] æ˝

I ' '$˝ e ≤¶ } I '%˝ '˝ “¤ I ˝ ] æ˝ ¢
ê ˝ “ £ i¶ :– “ ´¢ , â

ê } " '% :¤ ; …- ˝ ] E i }∞˝ ¢˝
ê o ] ;˝ “ I I '¤ < …-˝ ; i : “£ , ∞ ] æfi
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Marks 

1 

3 

4 

Question 3 (continued) 

(b)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Psalm 112:1–10 

.daom	 ≈ṕj; w˝ ;wO ] iB¤ hw:hy“ , arEy: vyaiAyrE ] ' { Hy: Wll] æ 1ê ] à yt% xm˝ ] – Ata ∞ £ va ! hà 
.Ër:bê oy“ μyrIv∞ ;y“ r/D£ /˝[–r“z" hy<h∞ ]yI ≈r<a;B˝ £; r/BG∞ I 2 

.d[læ˝ ; td< ≤[o /˝ % ; “ iw“ /˝ – eB] rv, èo˝ : 3â	 mà tqdx˝ ¤ tyb̋ [wAˆ/h 
.qyDêIx˝'w“ μWjr∞ ˝"w“ ˆWNj™ ' μyr–Ivy; ˝“l' r/a¡ Ëvj, B∞o˝ ' jr•"zÔ: 4 

.fPâ…vm] ˝iB] wyr˝ ∞:bD; “ lḰ̀lk] y' “ hw–<lm] ˝'W ˆ n∞E/j vya£iAb/fê 5 

.qyDIx' hy<h] I μl;/[¤ rk, E˝ ] f/M– I ø μl…/[̋ ] i 6ê è y % zèl yAal à lAyKâ 
.hwê:hyB˝ ' jf" à¨B; /B˝ l% ¤i ˆ/knè : ar–:yyI al∞ø h[r; £: h[¢…WmV̋]mi 7 

.wyr:x;˝ ] ha≤¢ “ I , } d[æ ar:yyI alø /˝ i ËWm∞s; 8˝ ê b ryArva ` – ∞ Bl™
.d/bkê B;˝ ] μWrTì ; /˝nrfi q“ '¤ d[-˝æl; tdm< [≤¢ o /˝tqd; x“ £i μynfiI/yba] ˝,l; ˆt¶ænÔ: { r Z•"Pi 9 

aT.db́â	 o μy[¢ivr; “ twa"¡ T} ' smn…- w:˝ “ qr§ojy} " w˝yNv:∞ i s[%;k˝;w“ { haŸ,ry“ I [v¶…rÔ: 10 

f/m shake ˆwyba needy, poor
 

ˆrq horn yrça happy
 

qrj gnash ˆwh wealth
 

smn melt rça wealth
 

ˆwk firm jrz shine
 

Ëms rely or support lklk conduct/organise
 

(i)	 Account for the vocalisation of the conjunction in the words rç[w ˆ/h 
(verse 3). 

(ii)	 Describe the attributes and rewards of the ary çya (verse 1). 

(iii)	 The structure of Psalm 112 is very different from that of Psalm 148. 
Describe the differences, and what they might indicate about the use and 
recitation of the psalms. 

End of paper 
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