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Introduction

The assessment for this unit follows the format identified in the sample
assessment materials. The paper is divided into four activities. Each activity
requires learners to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range
of specification topics and apply this knowledge to the Key Person
Assessment.

Each of the activities were marked using a ‘levels based’ approach to
assessment where each response is marked holistically rather than the
specific number of facts stated from the indicative content. Examples of
how the questions were assessed across each mark band can be found
below in the individual activity section of the report.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

On the whole, learners continued to answer activities 1a and 1b well, with
most learners being able to use the development chart and Laia’s Key
Person Assessment to complete the activities. The Lead Examiner noted
that there was an overall improvement in marks for both activities, with
activity 1a being answered slightly better than activity 1b. This was a
surprise as in previous series learners have done better in activities
focussing on physical development as opposed to language development. It
was pleasing to see that many learners were able to identify several
relevant factors from the Key Person Assessment, but they were often
unable to link the identified factors to both Laia’s language and physical
development, leaving the response unbalanced. As with the last time this
paper was sat, the learners focussed more on language development rather
than physical development. As in previous series, an unbalanced response
prevented many learners from accessing the higher mark bands for activity
2. The planning for activity 3 has improved for this series. Learners were
able to complete the planning template, and on the whole were able to plan
age-appropriate activities. The justification of the planned activity is where
several learners lost marks, not really understanding how the activity would
meet Laia’s needs both now and for future extension activities
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Individual Questions

The following section considers each activity on the paper, providing
examples of common learner responses and a brief commentary of why the
responses gained the marks they did. This section should be considered
with the live external assessment and corresponding marking grid.

Tasks
Activity 1a

Activity 1a

The key person has asked for your help in comparing Laia’s language development
against the expected milestones for her age.

Use the development chart and Laia's key person assessment to complete this activity.
Your assessment should:

identify the language milestones for a child aged two years and 10 months
identify Laia's current stage of language development
conclude whether Laia's language development meets expected norms.

At the pass boundary, learners were able to identify the relevant language
milestones appropriate to a child of 2 years 10 months. They were then able
to identify some or all of Laia’s actual stage of language development. At the
pass boundary, conclusions were brief or absent, with some learners not
identifying that Laia had a language delay and some incorrectly stating that
she was meeting developmental milestones. Where learners did not meet
the pass boundary it was because they provided the language milestones
for a child aged 2 years instead of the milestones for a child aged 2 years 6
months which is the nearest milestone to Laia’'s age 2 years 10 months. The
learners were able to identify the stage Laia had reached in part. However,
conclusions drawn were always incorrect as they were comparing Laia to
the wrong language milestone.

At the Distinction boundary, learners were able to identify the relevant
language milestones appropriate to a child of 2 years 10 months. They were
then able to identify all of Laia’s actual stage of language development. The
learners were able to make comparisons to milestones and draw correct
conclusions. However, responses on the boundary did not provide strong
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enough conclusions to achieve full marks. Responses that did not meet the
distinction criteria was usually because the learner only produced a brief
conclusion with limited comparisons and judgments, so it was unable to
move into mark band three for a distinction mark. Examples of learner
responses showing a range of marks with annotation have been included
below.

Example 1

The learner has not noted the correct age of Laia which is two years and 10
months and therefore the nearest appropriate milestone would be two and
a half years.

The learner has identified some of the language milestones for a child aged
two years. The learner has correctly identified some of Laia's stages of
language development but not all of them. The learner incorrectly states in
the brief conclusion that Laia is meeting expected norms and has not
identified that her language development is delayed because the learner
has compared Laia’s development against the wrong milestones.

Mark Band 1 - 1 mark
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Example 2

The learner has correctly identified all relevant language milestones for a
child aged two and a half years. They have also correctly identified of all
Laia's current stage of language development. A brief conclusion has been
included where the learner correctly identified Laia had not reached
expected norms. The learner did not achieve mark band 3 because they did
not provide a conclusion that was fully supported by comparisons of
expected milestones to the stage that Laia is current at. In addition, the
response did not state what stage of language development Laia was at.

Mark Band 2 - 4 marks
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Example 3

This is a well written response. The learner compares Laia's stage of
language development with expected milestones throughout. The learner
makes correct judgements about Laia's language development and in the
conclusion the learner makes valid suggestions as to why her language is
delayed.

Mark Band 3 - 6 marks
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Activity 1b

Activity 1b

The key person has asked for your help in comparing Laia's physical development
against the expected milestones for her age.

Use the development chart and Laia's key person assessment to complete this activity.
Your assessment should:

- identify the physical milestones for a child aged two years and 10 months
- identify Laia's current stage of physical development
= conclude whether Laia's physical development meets expected norms.
(6)

At the pass boundary, learners were able to identify the relevant physical
gross motor and/or fine motor milestones appropriate to a child of 2 years
10 months. They were then able to identify some or all of Laia’s actual
stages of physical development. At the pass boundary, conclusions were
brief or absent, with some learners not identifying that Laia had exceeded
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some of the physical milestones or if they had identified the milestone, they
did not go on to identify that Laia had exceeded it. Where learners did not
meet the pass boundary it was because they provided the physical
milestones for a child aged 2 years instead of the milestones for a child
aged 2 years 6 months which is the nearest milestone to Laia’s age 2 years
10 months. The learners were able to identify the stage Laia had reached in
part. However, conclusions were inaccurate as they often compared Laia's
physical development to the wrong physical milestone. Others stated that
Laia’s physical development was delayed because the 2 year milestones
were not included in the key persons assessment, wrongly making the
assumption that she had not achieved them.

At the Distinction boundary, learners were able to identify the relevant
physical milestones appropriate to a child of 2 years 10 months. They were
then able to identify all of Laia’s actual stage of physical development, both
fine and gross motor. The learners were able to make comparisons to
milestones and draw correct conclusions. However, responses on the
boundary did not have strong enough conclusions to achieve full marks
often not stating what stage of development Laia was at. Responses that did
not meet the distinction criteria was usually because the learner only
produced a brief conclusion with limited comparisons and judgments, so it
was unable to move into mark band three. Examples of learner responses
showing a range of marks with annotation have been included below.

Example 4

The learner identifies physical development for a two year old rather than a
two and a half year old at first. The learner then does go on to correctly
identify Laia's actual stage of development, however there is no conclusion.

Mark band 2 - 3 marks
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Example 5

The learner identifies physical development (fine motor) for a two year old
as well as for a two and a half year old. The learner then does go on to
correctly compare Laia's actual stage of development. There is a brief
conclusion, but the learner does not mention that some of the actual stages
that Laia has reached are for three year milestones

Mark band 2 - 4 marks
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Example 6

The learner identifies physical development for a two and a half year old
and compares to Laia's actual stage of development. The learner correctly
identifies the physical stages that Laia is advanced in. The learner draws
correct conclusions. However, to gain full marks the conclusion would need
to include or mention the fact that Laia has achieved 3 years old milestones
for physical development.

Mark band 3 - 5 marks
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Activity 2

Activity 2

The key person has asked you to investigate the different factors that may impact on
Laia's language and physical development positively and/or negatively.

Your investigation should:

identify factors from the Key Person Assessment
explain how these factors may affect Laia's language and physical development.

At the pass boundary, learners were able to identify the factors that
impacted on Laia's development and were able, in some responses, briefly
refer to the impact on the child. Responses tended to focus more on one
area of development, usually language development. Where learners did
not meet the pass boundary it was because they did not correctly identify
or understand the impact of the factors or they only focused on factors on
one area of development. The focus was predominantly language
development in this case.

At the Distinction boundary, learners were able to identify the factors and
the impact these factors had on Laia’s development. Responses were
mainly balanced between both areas of development. Responses that did
not meet the distinction criteria were because learners focussed on one
area of development over another, so the response was not balanced. The
learner again usually focussed on language development. The
understanding of the impact of the factors was also not detailed.

Several learners seemed to over focus on the positive/negative aspect of
the question. This often meant that they were stating whether a factor had
a positive or negative impact rather than how the factors impacted on Laia’s
language and physical development. When talking about areas of
development some learners made superficial statements quoting just
‘physical development’ rather than being specific about which area of
physical development was impacted e.g., manipulation, flexibility, strength,
coordination. This detail is important in demonstrating an understanding of
how the factor impacted Laia’s development. Examples of learner
responses showing a range of marks with annotation have been included
below.
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Example 7

This response focuses on factors in nursery and therefore is limited in

detail. No physical factors have been included therefore the maximum mark

the response can be awarded is is within mark band 1.

Mark Band 1 - 2 marks.
(14)

Lose.  Sosoa. e o . ok Nme. o 08 M, SESSS. L S8
B e - WOELRURI, EE ST W S
ORI Sramn . NIRRT N CORANREEHTN . N

Nogae N PO - CIBIIRIORN. . OOCE . SO MDA W Ml i

LEagiBeae....... ) S —C S -L V- S B L \gq\%\qug m\&n%

it i NS N MR MR SRR S O D ER

Example 8

The learner has identified some factors relevant to Laia from the Key
Person Assessment. The response contains some lines of reasoning as to
how these factors impact on Laia's physical and language development but
there are lapses.. The response mostly focuses on language development
with some limited reference to physical development which enables the
response to move into mark band 2.

Mark band 2 - 6 marks
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Example 9

The learner has identified factors relevant to Laia from the Key Person
Assessment. The response demonstrates some good lines of reasoning as
to how these factors impact on Laia's physical and language development
although there are occasional lapses. There is more emphasis on language
development preventing the work from achieving higher into the mark
band.

Mark band 3 - 10 marks
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Example 10

The learner has identified factors relevant to Laia from the Key Person
Assessment. The work contains detailed lines of reasoning as to how these
factors impact on Laia's physical and language development demonstrating
an in-depth understanding of the factors. The response is mainly balanced
across both areas of development.

Mark band 4 - 12 marks
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Activity 3

Activity 3
Laia's key person has asked you to plan an activity to promote Laia's language development.
To do this you should:

select a milestone to target, which Laia can achieve in the next three months
use the template provided.

Learners were able to produce a plan relevant to language development
that was mostly age appropriate. In several instances, learners made
additions to the activity that were not age appropriate. These additions
prevented the plan from gaining a higher mark. Learners often could not
justify how or why the activity met the Laia’s needs or how the activity could
be extended appropriately. Quite often responses included an appropriate
activity plan, but the justification was incomplete and/or inappropriate.
Some learners did not meet the minimum level 1 mark band because the
activity was not age appropriate.

At the Distinction boundary, the activity plans were complete, detailed, and
appropriate for a three-year, one month old child. A practitioner would be
able to carry out the activity using the plan. Full marks were often gained for
the planning section of the activity. The justification for the activity was
present with a good understanding of how the resources help meet the
planned milestone. Realistic limitations and relevant recommendations for
future planning were included although brief. The plans that did not meet
the distinction boundary did not provide sufficient detailed justifications
and did not consider wider contexts. For this series nearly all the activities
were linked to language development, but several were aimed at an older
child. The activity should have been based around a child who would be 3
years of age, but many leaners had Laia reading words and putting written
sentences together. These are not age appropriate milestones for a child of
three years.

Examples of learner responses showing a range of marks with annotation
have been included below.

Example 11

Planning i-viii - The activity plan is complete and detailed, appropriate for a
three year, one month old child. A targeted milestone of using plurals,
pronouns and negatives has been included. A practitioner would be able to
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carry out this activity using the plan. Based on the Key Person Assessment
Laia would be able to carry out this activity in the next 3 months based on
the stage of her language development.

Mark band 3- 8 marks

Justification ix-xii - Justification for the activity is present with a good
understanding of how the resources help meet the planned milestone.
Realistic limitations included although brief. Relevant recommendations for
future planning have been included but more detail would be required to
enable this section to move into mark band 4 and achieve a higher mark.

Mark band 3 -12 marks

20 marks in total

Title of activity

Tosncar as

Targeted milestone

Type of activity

(This could cover more
than one type)

Tick all that apply

Tealn ot
Plurals, negodves
ong PNy

oswell oy othey wordy > pm'mw

Creative
Construction
P
Imaginative /
/
Sensory
Physical
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iv Length of activity
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vi Role of Early Years
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What could limit the
success of the activity?
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Example 12

Planning i-viii - The activity plan is complete and mostly appropriate for a
three year, one month old child. A targeted milestone of expanding
vocabulary has been included (200 + words). There have been additions to
the plan that are not age appropriate preventing the plan from moving into
mark band 3.

Mark band 2 - 5 marks

Justification ix-xii - Some good points raised in the justification with some
evaluation. Suggestions to extend the activity are age appropriate.

The learners extension activity is not age appropriate and therefore
prevents the activity plan from being awarded a higher mark

Mark band 2 - 7 marks

12 marks in total
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How the activity meets
the child’s individual
needs
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n IS IYWOMT 4V T “TUSA <TVeRA| LAV,

xii How this activity could be
extended in the future for
this child

Example 13

i 4{%@ (\rcore ’fhéj
achucty Could be
exwhged |
Qeadf»j Hro  oVwicines
O nAaXe AT b0 TR
CLoNn Loerd Sovca
bot ok Loud depewd
ON AL ijeo

Or N\aﬂ\)e T[’@ C@Q\Ol
Mol e e\ U0 SBor

Planning i-viii - The activity plan is complete and appropriate for a three
year, one month old child. A targeted milestone of expanding vocabulary
has been included. Based on the Key Person Assessment Laia should be
able to carry out this activity in the next 3 months based on the stage of her
language development. Plan brief in parts.

Mark band 2 - 6 marks

Justification ix-xii - Justification for the activity is limited and the section on
individual needs is missing but the learner has made some relevant points.
Some understanding of limitations has been demonstrated.
Recommendations for future planning have been included but the points

are very weak.

Mark band 1-, 3 marks
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ix How activity resources
help the child to meet the
planned milestone
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Summary

It is recommended that learners attempt all questions and utilise the
information provided in the Key Person Assessment and Development
Chart as a basis for their responses. Learners should also be encouraged to
complete all sections of the activities and make full use of the space
provided in the answer booklet.

Learners should use the information provided in the Key Person
Assessment and Development Chart to draw accurate conclusions about
the child's current abilities and be able to identify areas for development, as
this is an area where higher marks can be awarded. Learners should not
make assumptions about a child, as within a setting if you do not see a
child achieve a milestone during an observation it does not mean the child
has not achieved it. It means you have not observed it and will need to carry
out further observations.

Continued improvements have been made in responding to Activity 2, but
this still requires further development. Learners are identifying the relevant
factors for both areas of development from the Key Person Assessment at
the beginning of their response. It is recommended that learners have a
sound understanding of all areas of development to enable them to discuss
the impact of the identified factor on development. The learner should
ensure that they have produce a balanced response with an equal focus on
both areas of development.

Learners should ensure that the planning template in Activity 3 is fully
completed with no boxes left empty. Empty boxes are still being seen.
Learners should ensure that the activity matches the targeted milestone.
There has been a marked improvement in the quality of activity plans. It is
now recommended that learners develop an understanding of how these
plans meet a child’s needs now and through extension activities.

Learners should make full use of the answer booklet provided when
responding to each activity. The space provided for each activity reflects the
length of the anticipated response.
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