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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 2: Child Development from Birth Up to Five Years (21221K)

Level 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary Mark 0 23 31 40
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Introduction

The assessment for this unit follows the format identified in the sample assessment
materials. The paper is divided into four activities. Each activity requires learners to
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of specification topics and
apply this knowledge to the Key Person Assessment.

Each of the activities were marked using a ‘levels based’ approach to assessment
where each response is marked holistically rather than the specific number of facts
stated from the indicative content. Examples of how the questions were assessed
across each mark band can be found below in the individual activity section of the
report.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

On the whole learners continued to answer activities 1a and 1b well with most
learners being able to use the development chart and Anya’s key person assessment
to complete the activities. The Lead Examiner noted that activity 1a was answered
slightly better than activity 1b, with cognitive development still being problematic for
some learners. It was pleasing to see that many learners were able to structure
activity 2 better, taking on advice from previous Lead Examiner reports. However,
some learners are still struggling with activity 2. Most learners were able to identify
some relevant factors from the Key Person assessment, but they were often unable to
link the identified factors to both Anya's language and cognitive development leaving
the answer unbalanced. More of a focus was seen on language development. As in
previous series this prevented many learners from accessing the higher mark bands
for activity 2. Many of the responses for activity 3 were disappointing for the 2003
series. Learners were able to complete the planning template, but the activities
planned were often not age or stage appropriate or were not activities to cover
cognitive development as the activity required. This has been an issue in every series
to date and is something that centres need to work on with their learners.
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Individual Questions

The following section considers each activity on the paper, providing examples of
common learner responses and a brief commentary of why the responses gained the
marks they did. This section should be considered with the live external assessment
and corresponding mark scheme.

Tasks

Activity 1a

On the whole learners performed well on this question often achieving marks in mark
band three. The learners that achieved well in this question were able to use the
development chart and Anya's key person assessment to identify Anya’s current stage
of language development and draw conclusions on Anya'’s actual stage of language
development which was fully supported by comparisons. Learners who did not
manage to get into mark band three often did not draw detailed conclusions as to
whether Anya’s language development met expected norms and for some if they did,
they drew inaccurate conclusions.

If a developmental milestone was not mentioned in the key person assessment some
learners assumed Anya could not meet that milestone rather than it had not been
observed. It is important that learners do not draw conclusions on information that
has not been included in the key person assessment.

Activity 1a

The key person has asked for your help in comparing Anya's language development
against the expected milestones for her age.

Use the development chart and Anya'’s key person assessment to complete this
activity.

Your assessment should:
« identify the language milestones for a child aged four years and nine months

« identify Anya'’s current stage of language development

@ Pearson
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+ conclude whether Anya’s language development meets expected norms.

(Total for Activity 1a = 6 marks)

Example 1

The first paragraph of the answer has no credit as it is talking about cognitive and
social development. The learner does identify some relevant milestones for a child
aged 4 to 5 years and does identify some relevant stages of Anya's development.
However, she does talk about maths skills which is cognitive development. A
conclusion is included which has been supported by some comparisons. This enables
the work to get into Mark band 2.

Mark awarded 3, Mark band 2
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(Total for Activity 1a = 6 marks)

Example 2

The learner has identified most of the language milestones for a child aged 4to 5
years. The learner goes on to identify some of Anya's current stage of development
supported with some comparisons. The learner draws a conclusion and correctly
states that Anya is meeting developmental norms for language.

Mark band 3 was not awarded as all milestones were not identified and the
conclusion was only supported by some comparisons.

Mark awarded 4, Mark band 2

@ Pearson
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Example 3

The learner has identified most of the language milestones for a child aged 4 to 5
years in the first paragraph. The learner goes on to identify most of Anya's current
stage of development in the second and third paragraphs with some comparison and
conclusion in the third paragraph. In the fourth paragraph the learner draws a
conclusion and correctly states that Anya is meeting developmental norms for
language.

Full marks were not awarded as all milestones were not identified.

5 marks have been awarded, Mark band 3.
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Activity 1a
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Example 4

The learner has identified all relevant milestones for a child aged 4 to 5 years for
language development. Anya's current stage of language development have been

identified. Comparison and conclusions are made throughout the piece of work. With

a conclusion at the end.

Mark awarded 6, Mark band 3
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Activity 1b

The learners who did not achieve well in this question seemed to struggle with
identifying age appropriate cognitive development milestones, often including
milestones from other areas of development. Learners at times seemed to confuse
cognitive development with coordination. If the learner did identify age appropriate
cognitive milestones there were often gaps within these milestones. Some learners
did not draw conclusions as to whether Anya’s cognitive development met expected
norms and for some if they did, they drew inaccurate conclusions.

If a developmental milestone was not mentioned in the key person assessment some
learners assumed Anya could not meet that milestone rather than it had not been
observed. It is important that learners do not draw conclusions on information that
has not been included in the key person assessment.

Activity 1b
The key person has asked for your help in comparing Anya's cognitive development
against the expected milestones for her age.

Use the development chart and Anya’s key person assessment to complete this
activity.

Your assessment should:
+ identify the cognitive milestones for a child aged four years and nine months
« identify Anya’s current stage of cognitive development

* conclude whether Anya’s cognitive development meets expected norms.
(Total for Activity 1b = 6 marks)

Example 1

The milestones included in the first paragraph do not relate to cognitive development
so no credit can be given. The learner does identify Anya's current stage of
development drawn from the key person assessment and this is where the marks
have been achieved. No conclusion included.

Mark awarded 2, Mark band 1
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Example 2

The learner has identified some relevant cognitive milestones for a child aged 4 to 5
years, however they have included some from other areas of development, which
should be ignored.

The learner has identified some of Anya's current stages of cognitive development
relevant to milestones. A brief conclusion has been drawn.

Mark awarded 3, Mark band 2
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Activity 1b

U » 3 0 % & N G4 ¥ o WA W VL0 G o W W o (O 1 . oS WAL o & o
e A XML Q€ 20 A OO R . k08R
I, UL L S\ WA TITC L S e (O N 0 R e U R I 3 s \\VH AV AN
000 AN - TS Show i ¢ he. romemneér.s
SR 410 W N S w -2 ol S

ramn. . sN0  AEQrman 0. 0axner a8 It

.............. st Shawd  thar. payoe . 000N
e NN N NRRYY. Xy QTN
e 2R CAWAC 2D AN MR Q.08 mElNe. ..
DR SEQNAS Y AN A0 AN A0 A MR QAN
................... WX 0 A2 00 AN AN

18



L2 Lead Examiner Report 2003 CPLD (Early Years Practitioner)

rBTEC Unit 2: Child Development from Birth Up to Five Years (21221K)

Example 3

The learner has identified some of the relevant cognitive milestones, including some
from other areas of development. The learner has identified some relevant stages of
Anya's current cognitive development. A brief conclusion has been included with
some comparisons to expected milestones for Anya’s actual stage of development.

Mark awarded 3, Mark band 2
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Activity 1b
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Example 4

The learner has included most of the milestones for cognitive development. They
have identified Anya's current stage of development with comparisons to the key
person assessment. A conclusion has been made. Full marks were not awarded as not
all milestones were included.

Mark awarded 5, Mark band 3
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Activity 2

Some learners are still struggling to answer this question well. Most learners were
able to identify the relevant factors from the Key Person assessment that impacted on
either Anya’s cognitive or language development. However, learners were often
unable to demonstrate an understanding of how these factors actually impacted on
Anya's language and cognitive development. If the learner did identify both cognitive
and language factors that impacted on Anya's development and then go on to explain
the actual impact on Anya’s development, there tended to be more of a focus on
language development. This meant learners were not able to achieve mark band 3 if
their answer had a greater emphasis given to one area of development limiting many
learners to a maximum of 7 marks for this question. The understanding of the impact
of cognitive development varied between learners but many struggled with this area
of development, often having lapses in their reasoning and often the work was
superficial.

However, some learners were clearly able to identify relevant factors from the Key
Person assessment for both cognitive and language development that could impact
Anya’s development. They were able to reason how these factors could affect Anya’s
development. Some very good answers were seen that were fully balanced containing
detailed lines of reasoning and demonstrating an in-depth understanding of the
factors and were therefore able to move into mark band 4. Several good answers,
however, were limited to top mark band 3 and 11 marks because the answer had a
slight emphasis on one area of development, usually language development.

Learners who performed well in this question clearly identified all the factors from the
key person assessment at the start of their answer, they then went on to discuss each
factor and its impact in turn. This ensured that the learner included all the identified
relevant factors on Anya’s development and enabled the learner to produce a
balanced answer.

Activity 2

The key person has asked you to investigate the different factors that may impact on
Anya’s language and cognitive development positively and/or negatively.

Your investigation should:

* identify the factors from the key person assessment

+ explain how these factors may affect Anya’s language and cognitive development.

(Total for Activity 2 = 14 marks)

@ Pearson
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Example 1

This is a detailed and balanced response for both cognitive and language
development. The learner has demonstrated an in depth understanding of the impact
of the factors on Anya's development. Detailed lines of reasoning have been included

in the answer.

Full 14 marks awarded mark band 4
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Example 2

The learner has identified factors relevant to Anya from the key person assessment.
The work contains detailed lines of reasoning as to how these factors impact on
Anya's cognitive and language development demonstrating an in-depth
understanding of the factors. Answer mainly balanced across both areas of
development.

Mark awarded 12, Mark band 4
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Example 3

The learner has identified factors relevant to Anya from the key person assessment.
The work contains lines of reasoning as to how these factors impact on Anya's
cognitive and language development with occasional lapses in this reasoning. There is
more emphasis on language development preventing the work from achieving higher
into the mark band.

Mark awarded 8, Mark band 3
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Example 4

The learner has identified some factors relevant to Anya from the key person
assessment. The work contains some lines of reasoning as to how these factors
impact on Anya's cognitive and language development but there are lapses in this
reasoning. The work mostly focuses on language development with some limited
response to cognitive development enabling the work to move into mark band 2.

Mark awarded 4, Mark band 2
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Activity 3

As in previous series the overall marks for this question varied greatly but on the
whole the results were disappointing. The most concerning thing is that a large
number of learners did not plan an activity to support cognitive development as asked
in the question. This prevented those learners from attainting marks higher than
mark band one, which ultimately meant that they were unable to pass the overall
paper. Scoring is divided into planning i-viii and justification ix-xii . The learners who
did not perform well on this question seemed to be inexperienced in activity planning
itself or planned an activity that did not relate to the question. i-viii. In the planning
section learners who did not perform well often did not include a specific appropriate
milestone to base the activity choosing a general area of development meaning the
planning was vague. The length of the activity was often too long not taking into
consideration Anya's attention span. Learners also did not put detail into the activity
plans, meaning that the activities could not be carried out effectively or safely. An
improvement for health and safety planning was noted in several plans, although
there remained concerns about the omission of supervision and potential choke
hazards for some planned activities.

The justification section of the activity plan ix-xii is where the majority of learners lost
marks. Some learners struggled here because they were unable to talk in detail about
how the activity met Anya's needs and how it could be extended and adapted in the
future. Some learners were able to complete the justification section of the plan,
though their answers were often vague and contained limited links to Anya’s cognitive
development. Often appropriate recommendations were not included to extend the
activity. If recommendations were included, they were often superficial or
inappropriate linking to physical or language development.

Learners who performed well on this question seemed to be experienced in planning
and confidently completed the activity plan. Appropriate cognitive milestones were
identified for the activity, with several noting that Anya needed to work on adding two
sets together. The learners seemed to understand the importance of a well-planned
activity and the description of the activity was detailed. The learners demonstrated a
good understanding of the role of the Early Years Assistant within the plan. Health
and safety issues that had been included demonstrated a good understanding of
these and how they could be addressed to ensure the activity could be carried out
safely. Due to detailed planning the activity could have been easily carried out
therefore these learners achieved mark band 3 for the planning of the activity. This
detailed planning in turn impacted on the marks awarded for the justification of the
activity because the learners understood what they wanted to achieve from the
activity and how to support Anya in achieving it. The learners were then able to
demonstrate potential factors that could limit the success of the activity and were
able to make recommendations on how the activity could be extended in the future.
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This meant that leaners were achieving top mark band 3 for the justification section of
the activity plan.

Activity 3

Anya’'s key person has asked you to plan an activity to promote Anya’s
cognitive development.

To do this you should:

* select a milestone to target, which Anya can achieve in the next three months
* use the template provided.

(Total for Activity 3 = 24 marks)

Example 1

Planning i-viii -. The activity plan is complete but is not age appropriate and is more
appropriate for a younger child. A targeted milestone has been included but it actually
links to physical and language development rather than cognitive development. In the
description there is a mention of imagination but this is vague and does not support
the planning. Health and safety issues are not really addressed.

Mark band 1 achieved, 3 mark awarded

Justification ix-xii - Justification for the activity is limited. Recommendations are not
age appropriate based on a younger child and not linked to relevant cognitive
development.

Mark band 1 achieved, 2 mark awarded.

5 marks in total
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Example 2

Planning i-viii -. The activity plan is complete and appropriate for a four year, nine
month old child. A targeted milestone of matching and understanding rules has been
included. Based on the key person assessment Anya would be able to carry out this
activity in the next 3 months based on the stage of her cognitive development. The
large focus on language development prevents this plan moving into mark band 3.

Mark band 2 achieved, 6 marks awarded

Justification ix-xii - Justification for the activity is limited but some relevant points
have been included. Some understanding of limitations has been demonstrated.
Recommendations for future planning have been included but these mostly link to
language development.

Mark band 2 achieved, 4 marks awarded.

10 marks in total
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(Total for Activity 3 = 24 marks)
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Example 3

Planning i-viii -. The activity plan is complete and detailed, appropriate for a four
year, nine month old child. A targeted milestone of add two sets of objects has been
included. A practitioner would be able to carry out this activity using the plan. Based
on the key person assessment Anya would be able to carry out this activity in the next
3 months based on the stage of her cognitive development.

Mark band 3 achieved, 7 marks awarded

Justification ix-xii - Justification for the activity is present with a good understanding
of how the resources help meet the planned milestone. The learner has identified that
there was no mention of adding sets in the key person assessment and this would be
an individual need. Realistic limitations included though brief. Relevant
recommendations for future planning have been included but more detail would be
required to enable this section to move into mark band 4

Mark band 3 achieved, 11 marks awarded.

18 marks in total
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Summary

It is recommended that learners attempt all questions and utilise the information
provided in the Key Person Assessment and Development Chart as a basis for their
work. Learners should also be encouraged to complete all questions to the best of
their ability, using the information provided to underpin their responses.

Learners should use the information provided in the Key Person Assessment and
Development Chart to draw accurate conclusions about the child’s current abilities
and be able to identify areas for development, as this is an area where higher marks
can be awarded.

Although learners have developed their technique in answering activity 2 this still
requires further work. It is recommended that the learner identifies all the relevant
factors for both areas of development from the key person assessment at the
beginning of their answer. The learner should then go on to discuss each factor and
its impact in turn. It is recommended that learners have a sound understanding of all
areas of development. The learner should ensure that they have produce a balanced
answer with an equal focus on both areas of development.

Learners should ensure that the planning template in activity 3 is fully completed with
no boxes left empty. Learners should ensure that the targeted milestone is age
appropriate and reflects the correct area of development as asked in the question.
Learners are unable to successfully pass this question if their activity plan does not
match the area of development asked for in the activity 3 question. Learners would
benefit from further opportunities of planning and carrying out age and stage
appropriate activities to support the completion of this activity in the future.

Learners should make full use of the answer booklet provided when answering
questions. The space provided for each activity reflects the length of the anticipated
answer.
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