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Grade Boundaries 
 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 

grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at 

Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that 

they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure 

learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the 

external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different 

parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if 

we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take 

accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html 

 

Unit 2: Child Development from Birth up to Five Years 

Grade 
Level 2 

Pass Merit Distinction 

Boundary 

Mark 
23 32 41 

 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
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Introduction  
 

The assessment for this unit follows the format identified in the sample assessment 

materials. The paper is divided into four activities. Each activity requires learners to 

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of specification topics and 

apply this knowledge to the Key Person Assessment.  

 

Each of the activities were marked using a ‘levels based’ approach to assessment 

where each response is marked holistically rather than the specific number of facts 

stated from the indicative content. Examples of how the questions were assessed 

across each mark band can be found below in the individual activity section of the 

report. 

 

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

It was pleasing to see that on the whole activities 1a and 1b were answered well with 

most learners being able to use the development chart and Thomas’s key person 

assessment to complete the activities. It was also noted an overall improvement for 

activities 1a and 1b. However, this could not be said for activities 2 and 3, with several 

learners still struggling with activity 2.  

 

Most learners were able to identify some relevant factors from the key person 

assessment, but they were often unable to link the identified factors to both Thomas’s 

physical and emotional and social development leaving the answer unbalanced. This 

prevented many learners from accessing the higher mark bands for activity 2. 

Learners were able to complete the planning template in activity 3, but the activities 

planned were often not age or stage appropriate or were not activities to cover 

emotional and social development as the activity required. 
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Individual Questions 
 

The following section considers each activity on the paper, providing examples of 

common learner responses and a brief commentary of why the responses gained the 

marks they did. This section should be considered with the live external assessment and 

corresponding mark scheme. 

 

Tasks 

Activity 1a 

On the whole, learners performed well on this question often achieving full marks. 

The learners that achieved well in this question were able to use the development 

chart and Thomas’s key person assessment to identify Thomas’s current stage of 

physical development and draw conclusions on Thomas’s actual stage of physical 

development which was fully supported by comparisons. 

Learners who did not manage to get into mark band 3 often did not provide detailed 

conclusions as to whether Thomas’s physical development met expected norms and 

for some if they did, they drew inaccurate conclusions. 

 

Activity 1a 

The key person has asked for your help in comparing Thomas’s physical 

development against the expected milestones for his age. 

Use the development chart and Thomas’s key person assessment to complete this 

activity. 

 

Your assessment should: 

• identify the physical milestones for a child 12 months old 

• identify Thomas’s current stage of physical development 

• conclude whether Thomas’s physical development meets expected norms. 

 

(Total for Activity 1a = 6 marks) 

 

 

 

 



 

6                

Version xx DCL2 

L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 L2 CPLD (Early Years Assistant) 

Example 1 

 

Physical development milestones have been identified and some have been linked to 

the key person assessment. The information provided is brief. Aconclusion which is 

supported by comparisons of expected milestones, against the actual stage of 

development, has not been included. 

 

  

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 2 and has been awarded 3 marks. 

 
 
. 
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Example 2 

The learner has identified all milestones with relevance to the area of physical 

development.  

 

A brief conclusion has been added which is supported by limited comparisons of 

expected milestones, however this is not fully accurate as it says the child is 

exceptional. 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 2 and has been awarded 4 marks. 
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Example 3 

 

All milestones relevant to the area of physical development have been identified. 

 

Current stages of physical development have been identified to the expected 

milestones and linked to the key person assessment. 

 

Conclusions are drawn and are supported by accurate comparisons.  

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 3 and has been awarded 6 marks. 
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Example 4 

 

The learner has correctly identified all physical milestones for a child aged 12 months. 

The learner has then linked the milestones to Thomas's current stage of development 

accurately.  Comparisons have been included throughout the learners response for 

this question.  

 

The learner has then drawn accurate conclusions throughout the work rather than a 

long conclusion at the end. 
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Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 3 and has been awarded 6 marks. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Activity 1b 
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On the whole, learners performed well on this question with several achieving full 

marks. However, learners seemed to find this area of development a little more 

challenging than physical development for this age range.  

The learners that achieved well on this question were able to use the development 

chart and Thomas’s key person assessment to identify Thomas’s current stage of 

emotional and social development and draw conclusions on Thomas’s actual stage of 

emotional and social development, which was fully supported by comparisons. 

 

Learners who did not manage to get into mark band 3 often did not draw detailed 

conclusions as to whether Thomas’s emotional and social development met expected 

norms and for some if they did, they drew inaccurate conclusions. 

 

Activity 1b 

The key person has asked for your help in comparing Thomas’s emotional and social 

against the expected milestones for her age. 

 

Use the development chart and Thomas’s key person assessment to complete this 

activity. 

 

Your assessment should: 

• identify the emotional and social milestones for a child aged 12 months old 

• identify Thomas’s current stage of emotional and social development 

• conclude whether Thomas’s emotional and social development meets expected 

norms. 

(Total for Activity 1b = 6 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 1 

This is a well written response that identifies all expected milestones and makes 

appropriate links to Thomas’s current stages of development,  
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Conclusions and comparisons are drawn throughout, as well as including a conclusion 

at the end of the response 

 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 3 and has been awarded 6 marks. 
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Example 2 

The learner correctly identifies some expected milestones relevant to emotional and 

social development but not all of them. 

 

The learner then identifies Thomas’s current stage of emotional and social 

development but does not compare all of them to the expected milestones. At points, 

the learner refers to factors affecting Thomas’s development which is not relevant to 

this question 
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Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 3 and has been awarded 2 marks. 
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Example 3 

The learner correctly identifies most of the expected milestones relevant to emotional 

and social development but includes other areas of development within the 

response.  The learner identifies Thomas's current stage of emotional and social 

development compared to expected milestones.  

 

There are some comparisons of expected milestones, however the conclusion drawn 

is brief. 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 2 and has been awarded 4 marks. 
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Example 4 
 

This response had the potential to achieve higher marks but did not for several 

reasons. 
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There are inaccuracies in the expected milestones. For example, the milestone is 

‘specific attachments’ not ‘indiscriminate attachments’ and The ‘ability to smile’ is a 

milestone for a much younger age range. 

 

The learner identifies Thomas’s current stage of emotional and social but then does 

not compare this to the expected milestone. For example, ‘Thomas gets very upset 

when his mum leaves him at nursery’. This is a demonstration of separation anxiety 

but the learner does not indicate this or discusses it further.  

 

A brief conclusion is included. 

 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 2 and has been awarded 3 marks. 
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Activity 2 

Similar to past series’, many learners are still struggling to answer this question well. 

Most learners were able to identify some relevant factors from the key person 

assessment that impacted on either physical development or emotional and social 

development. However, learners were often unable to link the identified factors to 

both Thomas’s physical and emotional and social development leaving the response 

unbalanced.  

 

If the learner did identify both physical and emotional and social factors that 

impacted on Thomas’s development there tended to be more of a focus on one area 

of development than the other achieving marks only in mark band 2. Learners were 

not able to achieve Mark Band 3 if the response had a greater emphasis given to one 

area of development limiting many learners to a maximum of 7 marks for this 

question..  The understanding of the impact the factors had on either physical or 

emotional and social development varied between learners often having lapses in 

their reasoning and for others the work was superficial.   

 

However, some learners were clearly able to identify relevant factors from the key 

person assessment for both physical and emotional and social development that 

could impact Thomas’s development. They were able to show reason for how these 

factors could affect Thomas’s development. Some good responses were seen 
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however, they were limited to top of mark band 3 and 11 marks because the answer 

had a slight emphasis on one area of development, usually emotional and social 

development.  

 

Learners who performed well in this question clearly identified all the factors from the 

key person assessment at the start of their response. The learner then went on to 

discuss each factor and in turn, its impact on Thomas’ development. This ensured that 

the learner included all the identified relevant factors on Thomas’s development and 

enabled the learner to produce a more balanced answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 

 

The key person has asked you to investigate the different factors that may impact on 

Thomas’s physical and emotional and social development positively and/or 

negatively. 

Your investigation should: 

• identify factors from the key person assessment 

• explain how these factors may affect Thomas’s physical and emotional and social 

development. 

(Total for Activity 2 = 14 marks) 

 

Example 1 

 

The learner has written a lot here but unfortunately it does not answer the question 

and a majority of the information is linked to the milestones and not factors. The 

learner has repeated a response to questions 1a and 1b. Some factors have been 

identified enabling the learner to achieve 2 marks. 
 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 1 and has been awarded 2 marks. 
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23                

Version xx DCL2 

L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 L2 CPLD (Early Years Assistant) 

 
 
 

Example 2 

This response relates to both areas of development but with more emphasis on 

emotional and social development. The learner identifies relevant factors, but the 

discussion of their impact is limited leaving the work in Mark Band 2 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 2 and has been awarded 6 marks. 
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Example 3 

 

This learner’s response relates to both areas of development with slightly more 

emphasis on emotional and social development. The learner has covered all factors 

for emotional and social development and has included some good lines of reasoning 

as to the affect of the factors. Some good points were made for physical development, 

but the learner did not identify the benefit of attending nursery for Thomas’s physical 

development 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 3 and has been awarded 11 marks. 
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Example 4 

 

The learner has taken a slightly different approach with their response compared to 

the response shown in example 3.Again, the response relates to both areas of 

development with a slightly more emphasis on emotional and social development 

than physical development. The learner has included some good lines of reasoning 

for both areas of development and has covered the impact of most factors. As with 

example 3, the learner did not identify the benefits of attending nursery for Thomas’s 

physical development,The learner also did not refer to the emotional and social 

developmental benefits as well. 
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Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 3 and has been awarded 11 marks. 
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Activity 3 

Marks are divided into planning i-viii and justification ix-xii . Learners did not perform 

well on this question and were unable to identify an appropriate age and stage 

activity. However, most learners did complete every box in the planning template 

provided for boxes i-viii which is an improvement seen from past series  

 

In the planning section, learners who did not perform well often did not include 

neither an appropriate milestone or area of development to base the activity on. This 

should have been an emotional and social development milestone for a child aged 15 

- 18 months. Learners often planned activities where they expected the child to have 

discussions, complete group activities or work as a team which are not age 

appropriate. Some learners appeared to include plans that they were familiar with 

and the planning process for these was sound, unfortunately they had no relation to 

what was being asked of them in the question and as a result, limited marks could be 

awarded. There were also potential health and safety concerns with the resources 

used in some plans for the age of the child the activity was based on and this is very 

worrying. 

  

The justification section of the activity plan ix-xii is where several learners lost most 

marks. Some learners struggled here because they had planned an inappropriate 

activity so were unable to provide a valid evaluation. If recommendations were 

included, they were often superficial or inappropriate for the age of the child or the 

area of development. 

 

 

 

Activity 3 

Thomas’s key person has asked you to plan an activity to promote Thomas’s 

Emotional and social development. 

 

To do this you should: 

• select a milestone to target, which Thomas can achieve in the next three months 

• use the template provided. 

(Total for Activity 3 = 24 marks) 
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Example 1 

 

Planning i-viii  - The  activity plan is complete but it is lacking in clarity. The resources 

that have been included are not linked to the activity and would be unsafe to use with 

a 15 month old child. It would be impossible to carry out the plan well with the 

information provided. A targeted milestone has been included but it is not age 

appropriate nor is it an actual milestone from the emotional and social development 

table. This activity plan seems very confused and raises health and safety issues> I 

would be very concerned if a learner attempted to carry out this plan within an early 

years setting and with children 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 1 and has been awarded 1 mark. 

 

Justification ix-xii - Justification for the activity is limited.   Recommendations are 

vague and contain limited information as to how the activity could be extended in the 

future. The justification is inappropriate for the age of the child and the area of 

development. 

 

Mark band 1 achieved, 1 mark awarded.      

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 1 and has been awarded 1 mark. 

              

This response was awarded a total of 2 marks. 
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Example 2 

Planning i-viii - The activity plan is complete and contains detail.  This activity could 

be carried out as planned as some detail has been provided.  However, this activity 

would be more suited to an older child as a child of 15 months would not have the 

vocabulary to participate.  

 

Health and safety issues have been included but are not relevant to the activity. The 

activity is based on emotional and social development. This activity would have been 

better if no pictures were used and the early years worker had used her own facial 

expressions for the child to copy. 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 2 and has been awarded 5 marks. 
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Justification ix-xii – The learner has provided a limited justification for the activity but 

what has been included is relevant to the question and key person assessment  The 

evaluation shows limitations of the activity and there are some recommendations for 

future planning, but these are not age appropriate.     

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 1 and has been awarded 4 marks. 

              

This response was awarded a total of 9 marks. 
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Example 3 

Planning i-viii  -.The activity plan is complete but is not appropriate for a 15 month 

old child. A targeted milestone has been included but it is an area of development 

rather than an expected milestone. The activity does include reference to emotional 

and social development such as, sharing and taking turns, but this is reference to a 

much older child.  

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 1 and has been awarded 3 marks. 

             Justification ix-xii – The learner has provided a limited Justification for the 

activity.   Recommendations are not age appropriate and are based on a much older 

child. Occasional relevant points have been included but again these are not age 

appropriate. 

 

 

Therefore, this work falls into Mark Band 1 and has been awarded 2 marks. 

This response was awarded a total of 5 marks. 
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Summary 

 

 Learners must make full use of the information provided in the key person 

assessment and development chart as a basis for their work. It may be beneficial 

for learners to highlight and annotate the key person assessment before they answer 

the questions. Learners should also be encouraged to complete all questions to the 

best of their ability making full use of the pages provided in the answer booklet. It is 

important that learners make full use of the answer booklet provided when answering 

questions. The space provided for each activity reflects the length of the anticipated 

answer if the learner is to potentially achieve the higher mark bands. 

 

Learners should use the information provided in the key person assessment and 

development chart to draw accurate conclusions about the child’s current abilities 

and be able to identify areas for development, as this is an area where higher marks 

can be awarded. It is important to keep the age of the child in mind at all times.  

 

Learners should develop their technique in responding to Activity 2 to enable them to 

access the higher mark bands. It is recommended that the learner identifies all the 

relevant factors for both areas of development from the key person assessment at 

the beginning of their response. Producing a plan may support the learner in this. The 

learner should then go on to discuss each factor and its impact in turn. The learner 

should ensure that they have produced a balanced response with an equal focus on 

both areas of development to enable them to achieve the top mark band. 

 

It is extremely important that learners ensure that the targeted expected milestone is 

age appropriate and reflects the correct area of development to ensure an 

appropriate activity is planned. Learners would benefit from further opportunities of 

planning and carrying out age and stage appropriate activities across different age 

ranges and areas of development, to support the completion of Activity 3 in the 

future. 
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