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Introduction

The 2021 January examination in Unit 1 continued to utilise the simplified
three question format, with each section once again receiving equal
weighting of 30 marks. The paper’s level was again balanced to reflect the
demands of a Level 3 examination with 5 longer format 10 mark questions,
providing the opportunity to stretch and challenge the most able candidates.
The overall rate of Pass, Merit and Distinction grades awarded for this paper
were roughly in line with those awarded for the paper in the summer series
of 2020.

The major guidance criteria for establishing the criteria for the awarding of
grades for this examination series were:

The responses for the candidates deemed as meeting the Pass criteria were
in line with the requirements outlined below.

For a Level 3 Pass, candidates were able to explore familiar applications of
physical, intellectual, emotional and social development across the human
lifespan, factors affecting human growth and development and the effects of
ageing.

Candidates related given situations to human development, theories/models
and other factors affecting human growth and development. They selected
and organised information using appropriate knowledge and concepts about
theories/models in relation to human development, factors affecting human
growth and development and the effects of ageing.

However, for a Level 3 Distinction, candidates were able to articulate
arguments and views concisely and professionally to justify and evaluate
physical, intellectual, emotional and social development across the human
lifespan, factors affecting human growth and development and effects of
ageing.

They were able to use detailed analysis and research to make
recommendations related to human development theories/models and
factors affecting human growth and development. They drew upon
knowledge and understanding of theories/models in relation to human
development, factors affecting human growth and development and effects
of ageing. Again, the responses for the candidates deemed as meeting the
Distinction criteria were in line with these requirements.
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Those candidates awarded a Level 3 Merit did not provide the depth, detail
or accuracy of the Distinction candidates with regards to the required
discussion, assessment or evaluation of the questions posed.

Whilst, as expected at Level 3, the paper included a strong emphasis on the
theoretical background included in the specification, this was tackled
reasonably well, with most candidates displaying some understanding of the
relevant theories with the possible exception of Gesell.

For some candidates, it may be worthwhile revisiting their exam technique
and the requirement to produce a balanced answer in relation to the ‘To what
extent’ and ‘evaluate’ question stems (see levelled mark scheme for 10 mark
guestions below). An increased awareness of the command verb may aid the
construction of an appropriate response.

The 10 mark questions in this paper were marked using a levelled system
that allocated candidates’ responses a level dependent on the accuracy and
depth of the answer. The responses were then placed at an appropriate mark
within the level. With regards to the ‘evaluate’/'to what extent’ questions the
indicators for each level are as follows:

Mark scheme (award up to 10 marks)
Level | Mark | Descriptor
0 0 No rewardable material
1 1-3 e Demonstrates isolated elements of knowledge and understanding,
there will be major gaps or omissions
e Few of the points made will be relevant to the context in the
question
e Limited evaluation which contains generic assertions leading to a
conclusion that is superficial or unsupported
) 4-6 e Demonstrates some accurate knowledge and understanding, with
only minor gaps or omissions
e Some of the points made will be relevant to the context in the
question, but the link will not always be clear
e Displays a partially developed evaluation which considers some
different competing points, although not always in detail, leading
to a conclusion which is partially supported
Owner: VQ Assessment Page 4 of 33 Version 1.0
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3 7.10 e Demonstrates mostly accurate and thorough/detailed knowledge
and understanding

e Most of the points made will be relevant to the context in the
question, and there will be clear links

e Displays a well-developed and logical evaluation which clearly
considers different aspects and competing points in detail, leading
to a conclusion that is fully supported

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

The three question format, with an equal weighting of 30 marks for each
qguestion was in line with previous papers and the level of challenge
presented by this paper was also in line with previous papers.

Timing and examination technique appeared not to be a widespread issue in
this series. All questions were attempted by a large majority of candidates,
indicating that most candidates were familiar with the content of the course,
are becoming more familiar with the structure of the examination and are
developing an appropriate examination technique in response to the
demands of the examination.

However, for those candidates who did not complete questions, possibly due
to timing issues/exam technique (or alternatively, the lack of the usual
comprehensive teaching of the content due to restricted face to face teaching
opportunities this year) - it is important to note that the question stem does
not need to be repeated and repetition of information present in the
question stem will not gain marks.

Furthermore, in questions that require a numeric response e.g. Question 1ai,
a simple response of 16-24 for the answer would suffice for full marks.
Moreover, including unnecessary information consumes time that
candidates who do not complete the paper may utilise more to their
advantage. Consequently, tutors may wish to discourage this practice when
the candidates are revising using past exam papers.

There were several areas where candidates may also be further guided to
improve their performance. Examples of a range of answers are given below.
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Individual Questions

1ai/1aii) This was a well answered question with an overall mean mark of
1.93. Mistakes were generally made when learners failed to read the question
e.g. Some learners provided answers that referenced percentages rather
than years (see example provided). It is also vital that learners read the
guestion as occasionally learners produced significant calculations aimed at
producing an answer that was not asked for.

A ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

Laura is 18 years old and has recently moved to London to study Early Years
Education at university.

Laura is worried she will miss her family.

Graph showing England’s young aduits are more lonely than pensioners

Aged 16-24 Aged 65-74
Often/always _ 9.78% | 2.89%
Some of the time . 22 oc% S 11.38%

Occasionally _ 26.83% I 21.719%
Hardly ever I [ A SYESNETEE 31 .67%
|

Never I 1 .54% 32.35%

(Source: https//emduk.org)
1 (a) Identify, using the data from the graph:

(i) the age group with the highest number of people who report that they are

A%‘. .\ — 2y
1 mark. Concise and accurate answer.

Graph showing England’s young adults are more lonely than pensioners
Aged 16-24 Aged 65-74
Often/always 9.78%
Some of the time 22.96%
Occasionally 26.83%

Hardly ever 28.9% 31.67%

Never 11.54% 32.35%

(Source: https://emduk.org)
1 (a) Identify, using the data from the graph:

(i) the age group with the highest number of people who report that they are
lonely ‘some of the time!

e COT_ OOOKESEOR R COC AN

0 marks. The learner above has misinterpreted what the question is asking
for.
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(i) the age group with the highest number of people who report that they are
‘never’ lonely.

0 marks. Once again, the learner has misinterpreted what the question is
asking for.

1b) Marks were awarded for simple identifications that were indisputably
linked with either predictable life events e.g. Death/marriage or
unpredictable life events e.g. Involvement in a serious car accident.

However, for identifications that were ambiguous with regards to whether
they are predictable or unpredictable needed to be correctly expanded to
justify marks. For example, a simple identification of ‘death’ as an

unpredictable life event would score zero marks unless it was qualified with
an appropriate expansion e.g. at ayoung age.

Predictable
.........ﬂ..n..{......P..r...ﬁ..d.J..{r..L.n.L..l..{—........l..t..F..rJ......t'...\‘...t..n.b.....L:..:.......m.a.m.J.'T.L.q.t\..ﬁ.:...u..‘x.i.I..E.\....i..a..m..dn.. T
.......F...C..H...F..l..(?.....d.ﬂ......H..I?..#.......j..lr‘r.h..m..a..I'.'..lﬁ.t.ﬂ...d.,....l..h.....|..a......n.....F..i..f...a':.....','.'..'f..t:.n.l&......L.h.d..b...r.ﬁ..n.h.j.............................

...p...c..c.r..F..|I.c,.....ﬂ.;..p..:T.;..L..c:?...n..r..d".i...c.k.P...C';..s:.L...t..a‘.....C.A.F..:.'...f.i...ﬂ..n...c..‘.?.'....f.l".....c..u..n..Jn.c'.....p..!..c..p...ﬁ.;..l:..ul....t’.ﬁ.n.!..,.......

Unpredictable
........61..n...ﬂ........«l.h‘F..I'.'...Q...d.d..n..&...a..lq.l...ﬁ.....l.l.F...C......l..\t'..::..l'|..t,....|..5.....:..&'...;{..9{..n..d..ﬂ.h..cj...ﬁ.q,..u.p..l.t'.....J...\1..........................
.........r.'...‘.'-.’...t.......I.'.'..l‘..p..ﬂ....C..l‘.....l..A.....h.h..l.'.'...i.rT....J.:..F...t..l-.‘.m...ﬁ...1.0....h..-r.:.....:l...i.K..t..d....(..c.J.....{..ﬁ..a.If..d....L.h..f.l.r.'..d.Rk....................

...... R O B 0 O - 1 S

A clear response above which provides relevant examples with appropriate
examples.
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(b) Describe one predictable and one unpredictable life event.
(4)

Predictable

a predictable. lifeeweal 1S Some lhing. ral Yov. lcoowi S.
Dong. Lo hcepes facexomPle bhe kinSalen o3 PRIy Schoal.
&)SefanddYSCG\aQ(1[—Seaspededandpfeal,da6[e .....................................

Unpredictable

aqunpre,d.dab(.e Lide.evenl 1S Sﬂme&m@ (9214 yDUdan[ bz

This response drops marks for the second example as death is predlctable
unless it is appropriately qualified e.g. In childhood.

1¢) Stronger learners did relatively well in this question and scored full marks
via 2 expanded examples. However, some learners scored just 2 marks as,
there was only one point raised and expanded. Frequently responses
dropped marks when learners had misinterpreted the question and veered
off into a discussion of self-concept, which was not asked for.

Laura shares a flat with three other students at university.
They share all the bills and responsibilities associated with living independently.

(¢) Describe how living away from home will have an impact on Laura’s independence.
. (4)

SR AL SR O, AL LN LS. S SR LA ra)..
Loaun....ooul.. b .. gend. por. Ineley-. qnd. NOE..LRlY.... ...
nNeA.. e POLRAKD . w‘ PO 0. BS  Che A
hqwhwnmquwdge+artkvm%f@
FOares. NI RIL (SO Inglove. Qs OGN . s
e Lo e AL L aVLB pOilt ANO. AL\ SO aamal...
o veom. a»ﬂdcm&,w%hmh\wd¢mmr@

oA L.

A strong answer that sticks to the impact on Laura’s independence with
accurate examples.
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Laura shares a flat with three other students at university.
They share all the bills and responsibilities associated with living independently.

(c) Describe how living away from home will have an impact on Laura’s independence.
(4)

.......................................................

Weaker answers frequently focussed on elements of self-concept or
emotional development and subsequently were not awarded marks.

1d) Learners were obviously familiar with these concepts. Consequently, this
was a relatively well answered question (mean score of 2.24) with many
learners correctly providing 2 accurate descriptions of the components of
self-concept with appropriate links to attending university and consequently
scoring full marks. Due to the wording of the question, learners could provide
negative or positive impacts on self-concept in their answers.

(d) Outline the impact of attending university on Laura'’s self-concept.

(4)

©y. adenduing. universicy Sne Moy oML
O qxzs dive cely 1nage Decause She i® 8een A4S .

_indgpendand. andgel sujpciand.. Suk
%m Mignk NOME 0. neO0kig 8ol eskeomn
ecawse being. |
anxiaus and_daube har 0piNGES .

A strong response that provides positive and negative examples that are
relevant to the question.
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awa j(_OfL [)ﬁbﬁm}’j e e e e N
(d) Outline the impact of attending university on Laura’s self-concept.
(4}
o ROAAKS ... S - CRNCEfPo . ... Qb0 RGO, St
s ,;e,.;.«m/e-fj Qfectecd @5 . She 5. Aen Sruslyoy
......... LB JPGRA ... ¥R ST wiich Leoold  heq Ho

hawe &}Vf”i Seth-— coshrdnce anl self ~CSleen .

She  aghh  feel loneley.. Dbl 55 hen
hoowtety QS Sl

This response repeats the question stem but qualifies this and scores some
marks. However, the second half of the response is largely irrelevant to self-
concept and subsequently scores 0 marks.

1e) This was a generally well answered question by the learners who
recognised the focus of the question was on Piaget's explanation of schemas.
However, some learners appeared to be confused regarding what schemas
are and the functioning and development of schemas. Subsequently, they
frequently presented answers that focussed entirely on Piaget's more
general theories regarding cognitive development. Without accurately
referencing the role of schemas within these answers (which were frequently
accurate descriptions of Piaget's theories of cognitive development) they
scored 0 marks. Learners who had read through the whole of section 1
before attempting their answers would have seen that a more general
question pertaining to Piaget followed this question.
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7~

Laura is learning many new theories about child development and is finding her course
at university interesting,

(e} Describe Piaget’s theory of schemas.
(6)

Ploerl descobe i a Schema ob o covieph aC wundexrit anﬁx‘J
af = portiedoc J&“ peece.of -fnuule.ﬂar He meclieves ehal
e bilHrsn BOYClop Athomaion foac-Iiopl.

Firsdr, the cii d ass.nilotes xnouwicage ond 3An(r.' - and "ﬂqd“j

OF a vonsept
wWhes ,,n.h,-f,’, lee Io m,tkbuga.m.‘L satibhes ther and efr5) .adu‘j -n
Svpparia WLoan 'j SO A ei‘lhh'n “r

Hewcrer. Qb en ahi3 13 Midcuptad, wran who. childs ccperncnce

AR I n e A Oteh Aheil wodech l:.u.A;Aj_..uﬁ..ut,.m ile gatllesiam

TLJE’ IR on DD ol B A &Lk .ud-sa ro.mMmatch binsic expcafnace,
An cxmenplc I8 _that a,fha'd...ma’f 1ed o . cakkil. and heove L
efplones be hem ﬂe, N rtt‘?’..lt ih o Canmib [r3 1k bad fue

a snal teal, sacd fenr Lfﬂ') TR ey are s cqwilieriam Thr.j ms\j hra

e~

L2c o .%um.'_n...b.-’A..‘d.bc.l.‘d.m,hcucﬂ, L3 w robbibk fihhmdihe tame
recoqrisokie. feotuces) theg wauld Lics have the quince . pig

caploancd ta shem - Cheq orxrun d».\c_c‘uthhlu\n Thid b . ubhen the

DICn Mmoo nle Lhor -ﬂ-'t'v-‘-'-nd--j ‘j“ﬂ € - P"al have, Swaal .-jrs
ClamOs | SPeatv biq teeeh)

Avery strong response that sticks to the demands of the question throughout
with clear and accurate knowledge shown with relevant expansions and is at
the very top end of marks awarded.
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AL UIiversily Interesung.

(e} Describe Piaget's theory of schemas.
(6)

; ﬁ’m{}c{mﬂ +hod  Chalcusr.. me,t,u;xu SCLRAUSES. oo
M goun e tion. . L SNBUI). a0 sehema. . and

i u“"fj AAAAO S A feo

chm."oda_ftm Tothad u«.camaxmw woun . anal ol oun.a

Ammmdfmr.w..uﬂ.{‘qrmfm smbwg LA e

ﬂma@ TR L7 A Y. o= ¥ A W A N s oW 0. ey i W~ C’*'!/“ut; A CAS

Fhia. . Schenneg . GO . CEAAIS € e R L S LR e

This response shows isolated knowledge but fails to develop the points
presented to an extent that would justify awarding the highest marks.

1f) Some learners did not appear to be familiar with the appropriate theories
and subsequently failed to move beyond Level 1 in the mark band. The
learners at Level 1 provided isolated elements of knowledge and
understanding, with major gaps/omissions and few of the points made were
relevant to the context in the question. Stronger learners provided structured
answers, frequently focussing on a single experiment and produced a
balanced answer that included critiques of Piaget's work e.g. Limited sample
size leading to a well developed and logical evaluation which clearly
considered different aspects and competing points in detail.
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—
a

! T, |
(fi Evaluate Plaget’s model of cognitive development. o ;
faget . pOpaRd AnGk cuidaen wWNARGo |

tosHage) 0f YRR daneloptient  in
walch Anel . 0m. how +0 Hunie aoshacHy..
In 4o pnd  stage |, bO4ween (O-Zyean, .
g Ane  CAIA s in Hhae  SeNSovimMoTay. phadl,
N whach they experene e ondy. ... |
Auodgn ety SaNLel g smoll Ao, s\gnk, ||
+0uCh ?ﬁmxr\g. In e econd *Peoprananal|
SHgR 'WANL cnuld 8 Lqoendvic, and deol)
wHL sHuanony . poand oy N ALY
QPP-LOVONN L wrnout eoaMing .. The “Hauntain
Task ' 1§ wied , # Hae duld OGN oy see

Hungs poem ey pond 6L vie)  The Hird
Wummmpmw .M,W’H

WIALAS D LONAIN OO b U uped &
childaen  Fhunk Hhod hwe pules of siingp
e Some lengHae, (ee wWiggly hne. & ma..
Iveughd) s 0f dAfRIONE LNGHU |, bl colll|
A4nay ook ANt . Thuw) sHi +nink oQed
on appbovan . snally, mn ena foal

opOnonA - Stage  €B) (F:0) , 4he Chdld
o HunKL 000U G SIHAONON WO

ROUMNG 40 AL 1+~ ho  visuod nfrantof

ram 3o damonsiy e albSivolk i

—— B A AP -
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Hhanacing .

ﬂm.%yr': Hony . I ImpaoAary, 2LCaLul 1+
ALMONEYRALs  PracHod #ah  [Sutn v +ng
CONENONON AN Mountun +40Jk) ninith @n
ko Lued  +0. i o Cnaldo  cognutinag  delay
mand . I ale0 allony A guadeling +0
COMPORL ANL OGN LML duelopment O
OHAr cld/en 40 whitn N -Men denhify
POl N 101l A 10pmMant Fholp oueRomy

HOWEULY ,  PLOgeY  DOUGd  +Haur HALOW anly
ofp of s Fwe chaldason g aounL.d No
SN/ POHOPOSIT.  AAQH-IONOUNY,  Thic 4+
SUGGRAD  #had all cald/en  delelop 04 Hhe
SemMe o, whidn 8 No+ e, 84 blgpxal
anpiuene o dnlds dousel cpmaent # -4
thean) iy teg atr 4l nOFUN Sl of
L argumunt . Thesef o Na model
A0 genzaldiftabihty , keCOMAe NOt (LN
chldaen (w2 Hhe same o Puage’d
_chdldren,

owaradt; PTaGet s Model o Cogniiiue develp
m.om\— Lk o.,l bt"_ml q&mowinN

(wuwhu

A strong balanced response with a clear understanding of Piaget's theories
that also demonstrates an awareness of the weaknesses of these theories.
This response is balanced and moves into Mark Band 3.
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(f) Evaluate Piaget's model of cognitive development.
(v0)

e\o..;:be.*s 0o\ s . whese  chaldfen  Come
offass O ool Ahe then  thok of oo

U Yred oS e o\  MNe [eotures  the animel
wos  (eapnetiuee . Bt When thew come acress
anaYher ormme) ot Siemlac  featoures, it
confuses.  Yaewm CoNSLASy d\'\bm/\.;\\.\bf‘\um o *\/\u/\
Yren (feate . o e LS9 L thon  adds

oV e s@-new Ceodvures  Ye  omoal has .

The m™Mace . o c_\m\cL SeeS. Cas. an Sw”\QS
NN Cleadures  cic..Nthen Yae  mecs. ol

AN \AS c_oo)vxdwb Jl)\’\\(\k—\(\o)/COC:)t\\‘\'tvc ckﬁrve,\opm{*
S\ %(aw /AeNe\ape

This response focuses on schemas but fails to link this discussion to Piaget's
models of cognitive development and subsequently is at the bottom end of
Mark Band 1.

2a) A generally well answered question with a mean score of 1.22. Issues
arose when learners identified the correct life stages but failed to include
accurate age ranges as required by the question.

7~

Laura has completed her studies and now has a job working in a primary school.
She is teaching a group of children who are in early childhood. é -3 v {Cl/l’ﬁ LA)
— y .

2 (a) State the next two life stages that the children will pass through, including the
age ranges.

(2)
1..AApleSCense. (L9718 Yearl o CA)
2..200 LY althaod (19- 45 gears. ol
Clear example of an answer that scores full marks.
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~

Laura has completed her studies and now has a job working in a primary school.
She is teaching a group of children who are in early childhood.

2 (a) State the next two life stages that the children will pass through, including the
age ranges.
(2)
...... 1 Eaxiy enildnoodck , -8 pyeacs  ald .

. Baclecence , A- 1B Semso\d
This response scores a single mark for the second part of the answer.

2b) Most learners appeared familiar with the concept of play in relation to
human development. However, weaker learners frequently produced
inaccurate/vague responses focussing on physical aspects of development
e.g. ‘Pick up/play with bricks' without expansions that were explicitly linked to
intellectual development (learn about building with different shapes and
develop imagination) and without this appropriate expansion did not score
any marks.

y Lo
(b) Describe how play can promote intellectual development.

e Chitg il 1Eam S S From. Py
~may DLIEATE e ntedeceual.. SURIQIMET, ...
Q0. z‘MWf@ 20l s e CHupm s
L DOCL.S Ehey. wulll [eam . h0k

Iy SEAL o . pounting L.
NoUL. £0.. /@caywﬁ oI .
ny.care Lo IE A0 Al FOLeMTE ... .
m u STHVR Lo Mecis. /7 LM//QMQ(/&//?@P
and (leqm Har cua//

Strong answer that clearly links all the points introduced to intellectual
development

(4)
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(b) Describe how play can promote intellectual development.

(4)
PLm.)wo.cmLﬁxsvem,\.MeQitmx ............ O LS
___c),u_.-e_,uo_.e_mex\&.._.__l&:_.h:;..u?.::______l..-.»a.'.\:\:.k'_\..............Tm..k.f\.n.\_:...c:.\-.m ....... AR MENOP. AV

e .c.cw.t..sg.._________..g;'\.me_».g_......._..%M..___Ll e AL ..onASeer . helPsS. Cowntmg..

A good start to the answer, but it then makes a common error as it moves on
to physical aspects of development.

2c¢) This was the best 4 mark question answered in the paper with a mean
mark of 2.55 and many learners were obviously familiar with this aspect of
growth and development. Some answers veered away from the physical
impact and focussed on non-physical issues such as self-concept. This again
highlighted the importance of reading the question.

Hormones are a major factor in determining physical development during puberty.

(c) Describe the role of hormones in the development of sexual maturity.

(4)
Tz Rtoiterone. tOAWKLS  contYOl . aF . . . tINL..... 3P .. CLLLL. .
and. . aoger.  leveld ot o0NLN[bays. QiI80GLN ... ,
coentyold tine  reprocdia cve. Jgrie vl AL o
PrLGSLCHOINA...... COLLTLDL. TN ANLLLLZIAML.... . CIICLALL

L. 2.0 LA LMUNB.... Ol T DA SECU.. AN LT AL
wiell. .. AB.. dRE.. FCperAFrE.  TF.  2INL. A2 . LA #77GPerT
CAALALLOLN ... QALK TS LS ES... LK. 2 G Do TIUZAGN LS

PALLLLY, L. ALLIZNBINLS... L2ALLABDLE.... ... YL F...... LT
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A very strong answer that clearly understands the topic and applies this
knowledge concisely.
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~ ™

Hormones are a major factor in determining physical development during puberty.

(c) Describe the role of hormones in the development of sexual maturity.

(4)
Hormanes. . e35¢0mally. aevelop.. tnoughn. eadh.  WfeRsAge , ok ...
SOXfERIeNE. TOKES.... pLd...P Ly NQOMO NI
LCOSMLE. . MOML. O 45. 0D R OYELC ALY ond  LmOo N OnG

Jur. eXQMPLE  MOMNEN... aLe. .. SNKXOOMCE .. B TNK. . OOENS OOAOA
CMAL AT nEN . NONE  GIOWEN  SPULES L

Some knowledge and understanding are demonstrated here but the answer
is too vague to be awarded the higher marks for this question.
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2d) The strongest learners focussed on the positive and negative impact of
living in a low income household and presented structured answers that
often related to PIES with regards to limitations on paid for social activities,
the availability of ‘free’ physical activity such as using parks to exercise and
the determination to succeed that some individuals may derive from growing
up in a low-income household. Some learners provided generic and
inaccurate answers regarding low-income households (e.g. Can't go to
school/afford medicine) and consequently did not move beyond Mark Band
1.

-

The schiool where Laura works is in an area with high evels of sconarmic depeivation.
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A good mark band 3 response which is balanced and has a logical conclusion
that develops from the points presented earlier in the response.
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A strong response that sits at the top end of mark band 2 but, lacks the depth
and detail in evaluation required to move into mark band 3.
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2e) This question was challenging for many learners (mean score of 1.93) and
some learners appeared unfamiliar with Gesell's work. This is an aspect of
the specification that has not been extensively covered in previous exam
series and it is important that learners are familiar with the entire content of
the course.

(e} To what extent does Gesell's maturation theory explain intellectual development?
(10)
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One of the stronger responses seen, the response clearly articulated its
arguments concisely and moved on to justify and evaluate these arguments
placing the response in mark band 3.
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Subsequently this response is placed at the bottom end of mark band 1
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3a) Well answered question by many learners, with a mean score of 2.11.
Some answers failed to score full marks due to absent links or inappropriate
or inaccurate expansions e.g. Will get wrinkles without an accurate link to loss
of skin elasticity.

Laura’s mother, Joy, is 79 years old.

Joy has always been fit and healthy but has recently been finding herself more tired
than usual.

3 (a) Describe two physical changes that may happen to Joy in her current life stage.
(4)

03, S 08, bar es or i dotao achalfd

A short but accurate answer.

Laura’s mother, Joy, is 7 ears old.
Joy has always been fit and healthy but has recently been finding herself more g
than usual.

3 (a) Describe two physical changes that may happen to Joy in her current life stage.
(4)

oA Ty YyrecANesSs.

asked for in the question.
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3b) Generally quite poorly answered, with a mean score of 1.06. Many
learners failed to score marks due to a lack of understanding of the question
and provided generic answers focussing on the inevitability of Alzheimer’s or
dementia in later adulthood. Whilst two detailed and fully expanded points
may suffice for full marks, most learners who scored full marks provided 3
expanded examples. There were a fewer mentions of the positive impact of
activities that may promote intellectual development in later adulthood in the
responses seen.
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A strong response that is balanced and clearly addresses the question placing
it at the top end of the marks awarded.
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Joy is becoming increasingly forgetful and Laura is very worried about her.

() To what extent is memory loss and reduced cognitive abilit}' imevitable in

later adulthood? o)
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This is an example of a weaker response which discusses the question
without any real understanding and is subsequently at the bottom end of
marks awarded.

3c) A mixed response to this question which was poorly answered at the
lower end of the mark band with many learners providing generic comments
regarding later adulthood. Stronger learners showed a thorough
understanding of the issues and made clear links to the financial implications
of this situation, but also addressed the positive aspects of an ageing
population e.g. Help with childcare/providing employment in healthcare for
young people (rather than reducing employment opportunities which was a
common answers).
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(Source: https://21stcenturychallenges.org/britains-ageing-population/)

(c) Towhat extent could UK society be impacted negatively by the increasing
population of people aged 65 and over?
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A strong structured answer that is balanced and Ilnks back to the demands
of the question placing it at the top end of the marks awarded.
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(Source: https://21stcenturychallenges.org/britains-ageing-population/)

(<) To what extent could UK society be impacted negatively by the increasing
population of people aged 65 and over?
(10)
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This is an example of a weaker response that provides examples of isolated
knowledge and is subsequently placed in mark band 1.

3d) Learners appeared to be familiar with the demands of this question and
despite it being the final question, which has frequently been omitted by
some learners in previous series (possibly due to timing issues), this question
scored the highest mean mark (3.84) of the 10 markers in this series. Stronger
learners here accessed mark band 3 and produced a balanced answer that
included positive and negative aspects of the situation leading to a well-
developed and logical evaluation which clearly considered different aspects
and competing points in detail.
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(d) Evaluate the impact of caring for Joy on Laura’s health and wellbeing.

(10)
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A good mark band 3 answer that is balanced and provides a godd evaluation
of the positive and negative aspects of the scenario.

(d) Evaluate the impact of caring for Joy on Laura's health and wellbeing.
(o)
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A good answer that is one sided and lacks the evaluation to move beyond
mark band 2.
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Summary

Use the number of marks and space available as a general guide to the depth
of response required, although the length of the response is far less
important than the quality and accuracy of the response as seen in the many
shorter responses to 4 mark questions that scored full marks.

Candidates should carefully read each question and be precise in their
responses. If intellectual development is referred to in the question, do not
mention any other aspects of development e.g. the impact of play on an
individuals' self-concept is irrelevant if the question asks for the intellectual
impact.

Brevity and accuracy are especially important in the responses to the
‘Identify’ questions where an extended discussion/description is not required
for full marks. For example, if a question asks for an identification of data e.g.
An age range, a simple response of 16-24 will suffice for full marks. The
learner does not need to repeat the question stem.

The overall structure of the candidate’s response should be based on the
command word in the question, e.g. Identify does not require any expansion
of a point (and some candidates provided extensive information that was not
required for ‘identify’ questions, but the command verb ‘explain’ will require
an expansion.

To what extent, evaluate and assess are command verbs that will generally
require a balanced argument to gain the highest marks, although a very
strongly argued one sided answer with relevant depth and detail may also
enable a learner to access level 3.

Repeating the stem of the question, or knowledge presented in the stem, will
not gain any marks. The question scenario is there to enable you to
demonstrate your ability to apply your knowledge and understanding.

Candidates should aim to utilise appropriate theorists when required and
compare and contrast these theorists to expand the evaluation aspects of
their responses. However, the theories must be linked directly to the scenario
under discussion. A detailed explanation of a theory e.g. A page long
description of the experiments used by Piaget, without accurate application
or links to the demands of the question will score few marks.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 32 of 33 Version 1.0

Issue 1
DCL1



@ Pearson BTEC LE Report 2101

BTEC

Ofqual

Llywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru
Welsh Assembly Government

Vog == )

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London, WC2R ORL, United Kingdom == ~——
Rewarding Learning
Owner: VQ Assessment Page 33 of 33 Version 1.0

Issue 1
DCL1



