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Introduction 

 

The 2021 January examination in Unit 1 continued to utilise the simplified 

three question format, with each section once again receiving equal 

weighting of 30 marks. The paper’s level was again balanced to reflect the 

demands of a Level 3 examination with 5 longer format 10 mark questions, 

providing the opportunity to stretch and challenge the most able candidates. 

The overall rate of Pass, Merit and Distinction grades awarded for this paper 

were roughly in line with those awarded for the paper in the summer series 

of 2020. 

 

The major guidance criteria for establishing the criteria for the awarding of 

grades for this examination series were: 

 

The responses for the candidates deemed as meeting the Pass criteria were 

in line with the requirements outlined below. 

 

For a Level 3 Pass, candidates were able to explore familiar applications of 

physical, intellectual, emotional and social development across the human 

lifespan, factors affecting human growth and development and the effects of 

ageing. 

 

Candidates related given situations to human development, theories/models 

and other factors affecting human growth and development. They selected 

and organised information using appropriate knowledge and concepts about 

theories/models in relation to human development, factors affecting human 

growth and development and the effects of ageing.  

 

However, for a Level 3 Distinction, candidates were able to articulate 

arguments and views concisely and professionally to justify and evaluate 

physical, intellectual, emotional and social development across the human 

lifespan, factors affecting human growth and development and effects of 

ageing.  

 

They were able to use detailed analysis and research to make 

recommendations related to human development theories/models and 

factors affecting human growth and development. They drew upon 

knowledge and understanding of theories/models in relation to human 

development, factors affecting human growth and development and effects 

of ageing. Again, the responses for the candidates deemed as meeting the 

Distinction criteria were in line with these requirements.  
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Those candidates awarded a Level 3 Merit did not provide the depth, detail 

or accuracy of the Distinction candidates with regards to the required 

discussion, assessment or evaluation of the questions posed. 

 

Whilst, as expected at Level 3, the paper included a strong emphasis on the 

theoretical background included in the specification, this was tackled 

reasonably well, with most candidates displaying some understanding of the 

relevant theories with the possible exception of Gesell.  

 

For some candidates, it may be worthwhile revisiting their exam technique 

and the requirement to produce a balanced answer in relation to the ‘To what 

extent’ and ‘evaluate’ question stems (see levelled mark scheme for 10 mark 

questions below). An increased awareness of the command verb may aid the 

construction of an appropriate response. 

 

The 10 mark questions in this paper were marked using a levelled system 

that allocated candidates’ responses a level dependent on the accuracy and 

depth of the answer. The responses were then placed at an appropriate mark 

within the level. With regards to the ‘evaluate’/’to what extent’ questions the 

indicators for each level are as follows: 

Mark scheme (award up to 10 marks)  

Level Mark Descriptor 

0 0 No rewardable material 

1 1-3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of knowledge and understanding, 

there will be major gaps or omissions  

• Few of the points made will be relevant to the context in the 

question 

• Limited evaluation which contains generic assertions leading to a 

conclusion that is superficial or unsupported 

2 4-6 • Demonstrates some accurate knowledge and understanding, with 

only minor gaps or omissions   

• Some of the points made will be relevant to the context in the 

question, but the link will not always be clear  

• Displays a partially developed evaluation which considers some 

different competing points, although not always in detail, leading 

to a conclusion which is partially supported   
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

The three question format, with an equal weighting of 30 marks for each 

question was in line with previous papers and the level of challenge 

presented by this paper was also in line with previous papers. 

 

Timing and examination technique appeared not to be a widespread issue in 

this series. All questions were attempted by a large majority of candidates, 

indicating that most candidates were familiar with the content of the course, 

are becoming more familiar with the structure of the examination and are 

developing an appropriate examination technique in response to the 

demands of the examination. 

 

However, for those candidates who did not complete questions, possibly due 

to timing issues/exam technique (or alternatively, the lack of the usual 

comprehensive teaching of the content due to restricted face to face teaching 

opportunities this year) - it is important to note that the question stem does 

not need to be repeated and repetition of information present in the 

question stem will not gain marks.  

 

Furthermore, in questions that require a numeric response e.g. Question 1ai, 

a simple response of 16-24 for the answer would suffice for full marks. 

Moreover, including unnecessary information consumes time that 

candidates who do not complete the paper may utilise more to their 

advantage. Consequently, tutors may wish to discourage this practice when 

the candidates are revising using past exam papers.  

 

There were several areas where candidates may also be further guided to 

improve their performance. Examples of a range of answers are given below. 

 

 

 

3 7-10 • Demonstrates mostly accurate and thorough/detailed knowledge 

and understanding 

• Most of the points made will be relevant to the context in the 

question, and there will be clear links   

• Displays a well-developed and logical evaluation which clearly 

considers different aspects and competing points in detail, leading 

to a conclusion that is fully supported 
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Individual Questions 
 

1ai/1aii) This was a well answered question with an overall mean mark of 

1.93. Mistakes were generally made when learners failed to read the question 

e.g. Some learners provided answers that referenced percentages rather 

than years (see example provided). It is also vital that learners read the 

question as occasionally learners produced significant calculations aimed at 

producing an answer that was not asked for. 

 

 
1 mark. Concise and accurate answer. 

 

 
0 marks. The learner above has misinterpreted what the question is asking 

for. 
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0 marks. Once again, the learner has misinterpreted what the question is 

asking for. 

 

 

1b) Marks were awarded for simple identifications that were indisputably 

linked with either predictable life events e.g. Death/marriage or 

unpredictable life events e.g. Involvement in a serious car accident.  

 

However, for identifications that were ambiguous with regards to whether 

they are predictable or unpredictable needed to be correctly expanded to 

justify marks. For example, a simple identification of ‘death’ as an 

unpredictable life event would score zero marks unless it was qualified with 

an appropriate expansion e.g.  at a young age. 

 

 

A clear response above which provides relevant examples with appropriate 

examples. 

 



   

 

  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 8 of 33 Version 1.0  

                                                                                                                         Issue 1    

                                                                                                                         DCL1     

 
This response drops marks for the second example as death is predictable, 

unless it is appropriately qualified e.g. In childhood.  

 

 

1c) Stronger learners did relatively well in this question and scored full marks 

via 2 expanded examples. However, some learners scored just 2 marks as, 

there was only one point raised and expanded. Frequently responses 

dropped marks when learners had misinterpreted the question and veered 

off into a discussion of self-concept, which was not asked for. 

 

 
A strong answer that sticks to the impact on Laura’s independence with 

accurate examples. 
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Weaker answers frequently focussed on elements of self-concept or 

emotional development and subsequently were not awarded marks. 

 

 

1d) Learners were obviously familiar with these concepts. Consequently, this 

was a relatively well answered question (mean score of 2.24) with many 

learners correctly providing 2 accurate descriptions of the components of 

self-concept with appropriate links to attending university and consequently 

scoring full marks. Due to the wording of the question, learners could provide 

negative or positive impacts on self-concept in their answers. 

 

 
A strong response that provides positive and negative examples that are 

relevant to the question. 
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This response repeats the question stem but qualifies this and scores some 

marks. However, the second half of the response is largely irrelevant to self-

concept and subsequently scores 0 marks. 

 

 

1e) This was a generally well answered question by the learners who 

recognised the focus of the question was on Piaget’s explanation of schemas.  

However, some learners appeared to be confused regarding what schemas 

are and the functioning and development of schemas. Subsequently, they 

frequently presented answers that focussed entirely on Piaget’s more 

general theories regarding cognitive development. Without accurately 

referencing the role of schemas within these answers (which were frequently 

accurate descriptions of Piaget’s theories of cognitive development) they 

scored 0 marks. Learners who had read through the whole of section 1 

before attempting their answers would have seen that a more general 

question pertaining to Piaget followed this question. 
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A very strong response that sticks to the demands of the question throughout 

with clear and accurate knowledge shown with relevant expansions and is at 

the very top end of marks awarded. 
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This response shows isolated knowledge but fails to develop the points 

presented to an extent that would justify awarding the highest marks. 

 

1f) Some learners did not appear to be familiar with the appropriate theories 

and subsequently failed to move beyond Level 1 in the mark band. The 

learners at Level 1 provided isolated elements of knowledge and 

understanding, with major gaps/omissions and few of the points made were 

relevant to the context in the question. Stronger learners provided structured 

answers, frequently focussing on a single experiment and produced a 

balanced answer that included critiques of Piaget’s work e.g. Limited sample 

size leading to a well developed and logical evaluation which clearly 

considered different aspects and competing points in detail. 
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A strong balanced response with a clear understanding of Piaget’s theories 

that also demonstrates an awareness of the weaknesses of these theories. 

This response is balanced and moves into Mark Band 3. 
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This response focuses on schemas but fails to link this discussion to Piaget’s 

models of cognitive development and subsequently is at the bottom end of 

Mark Band 1. 

 

 

2a) A generally well answered question with a mean score of 1.22. Issues 

arose when learners identified the correct life stages but failed to include 

accurate age ranges as required by the question. 

 

 
Clear example of an answer that scores full marks. 
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This response scores a single mark for the second part of the answer. 

 

 

2b) Most learners appeared familiar with the concept of play in relation to 

human development. However, weaker learners frequently produced 

inaccurate/vague responses focussing on physical aspects of development 

e.g. ‘Pick up/play with bricks’ without expansions that were explicitly linked to 

intellectual development (learn about building with different shapes and 

develop imagination) and without this appropriate expansion did not score 

any marks. 

 

 
Strong answer that clearly links all the points introduced to intellectual 

development 
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A good start to the answer, but it then makes a common error as it moves on 

to physical aspects of development. 

 

 

2c) This was the best 4 mark question answered in the paper with a mean 

mark of 2.55 and many learners were obviously familiar with this aspect of 

growth and development. Some answers veered away from the physical 

impact and focussed on non-physical issues such as self-concept. This again 

highlighted the importance of reading the question. 

 

 
A very strong answer that clearly understands the topic and applies this 

knowledge concisely. 
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Some knowledge and understanding are demonstrated here but the answer 

is too vague to be awarded the higher marks for this question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 19 of 33 Version 1.0  

                                                                                                                         Issue 1    

                                                                                                                         DCL1     

2d) The strongest learners focussed on the positive and negative impact of 

living in a low income household and presented structured answers that 

often related to PIES with regards to limitations on paid for social activities, 

the availability of ‘free’ physical activity such as using parks to exercise and 

the determination to succeed that some individuals may derive from growing 

up in a low-income household. Some learners provided generic and 

inaccurate answers regarding low-income households (e.g. Can’t go to 

school/afford medicine) and consequently did not move beyond Mark Band 

1. 
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A good mark band 3 response which is balanced and has a logical conclusion 

that develops from the points presented earlier in the response. 
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A strong response that sits at the top end of mark band 2 but, lacks the depth 

and detail in evaluation required to move into mark band 3. 
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2e) This question was challenging for many learners (mean score of 1.93) and 

some learners appeared unfamiliar with Gesell’s work. This is an aspect of 

the specification that has not been extensively covered in previous exam 

series and it is important that learners are familiar with the entire content of 

the course. 
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One of the stronger responses seen, the response clearly articulated its 

arguments concisely and moved on to justify and evaluate these arguments 

placing the response in mark band 3. 

 

 
This learner fails to demonstrate understanding of the topic and is confused. 

Subsequently this response is placed at the bottom end of mark band 1 
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3a) Well answered question by many learners, with a mean score of 2.11. 

Some answers failed to score full marks due to absent links or inappropriate 

or inaccurate expansions e.g. Will get wrinkles without an accurate link to loss 

of skin elasticity. 

 

 
A short but accurate answer. 

 

 
A typical example of a weaker response which fails to provide the description 

asked for in the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 25 of 33 Version 1.0  

                                                                                                                         Issue 1    

                                                                                                                         DCL1     

3b) Generally quite poorly answered, with a mean score of 1.06. Many 

learners failed to score marks due to a lack of understanding of the question 

and provided generic answers focussing on the inevitability of Alzheimer’s or 

dementia in later adulthood. Whilst two detailed and fully expanded points 

may suffice for full marks, most learners who scored full marks provided 3 

expanded examples. There were a fewer mentions of the positive impact of 

activities that may promote intellectual development in later adulthood in the 

responses seen. 

 

 
A strong response that is balanced and clearly addresses the question placing 

it at the top end of the marks awarded. 
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This is an example of a weaker response which discusses the question 

without any real understanding and is subsequently at the bottom end of 

marks awarded. 

 

 
3c) A mixed response to this question which was poorly answered at the 

lower end of the mark band with many learners providing generic comments 

regarding later adulthood. Stronger learners showed a thorough 

understanding of the issues and made clear links to the financial implications 

of this situation,  but also  addressed the positive aspects of an ageing 

population e.g. Help with childcare/providing  employment in healthcare for 

young people (rather than reducing employment opportunities which was a 

common answers). 
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A strong structured answer that is balanced and links back to the demands 

of the question placing it at the top end of the marks awarded. 
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This is an example of a weaker response that provides examples of isolated 

knowledge and is subsequently placed in mark band 1. 

 

 
3d) Learners appeared to be familiar with the demands of this question and 

despite it being the final question, which has frequently been omitted by 

some learners in previous series (possibly due to timing issues), this question 

scored the highest mean mark (3.84) of the 10 markers in this series. Stronger 

learners here accessed mark band 3 and produced a balanced answer that 

included positive and negative aspects of the situation leading to a well-

developed and logical evaluation which clearly considered different aspects 

and competing points in detail. 
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A good mark band 3 answer that is balanced and provides a good evaluation 

of the positive and negative aspects of the scenario. 

 

 
A good answer that is one sided and lacks the evaluation to move beyond 

mark band 2. 
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Summary 

 
• Use the number of marks and space available as a general guide to the depth 

of response required, although the length of the response is far less 

important than the quality and accuracy of the response as seen in the many 

shorter responses to 4 mark questions that scored full marks.  

 

• Candidates should carefully read each question and be precise in their 

responses. If intellectual development is referred to in the question, do not 

mention any other aspects of development e.g. the impact of play on an 

individuals’ self-concept is irrelevant if the question asks for the intellectual 

impact.   

 

• Brevity and accuracy are especially important in the responses to the 

‘Identify’ questions where an extended discussion/description is not required 

for full marks. For example, if a question asks for an identification of data e.g. 

An age range, a simple response of 16-24 will suffice for full marks. The 

learner does not need to repeat the question stem. 

 

• The overall structure of the candidate’s response should be based on the 

command word in the question, e.g. Identify does not require any expansion 

of a point (and some candidates provided extensive information that was not 

required for ‘identify’ questions, but the command verb ‘explain’ will require 

an expansion.  

 

• To what extent, evaluate and assess are command verbs that will generally 

require a balanced argument to gain the highest marks, although a very 

strongly argued one sided answer with relevant depth and detail may also 

enable a learner to access level 3. 

 

• Repeating the stem of the question, or knowledge presented in the stem, will 

not gain any marks. The question scenario is there to enable you to 

demonstrate your ability to apply your knowledge and understanding. 

 

• Candidates should aim to utilise appropriate theorists when required and 

compare and contrast these theorists to expand the evaluation aspects of 

their responses. However, the theories must be linked directly to the scenario 

under discussion. A detailed explanation of a theory e.g. A page long 

description of the experiments used by Piaget, without accurate application 

or links to the demands of the question will score few marks. 
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