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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 4 - Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (31494H)

Level 3

N P M D

Grade Unclassified

Boundary Mark 0 8 17 31 46
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Introduction

This is the fourth examination series for Unit 4 Enquiries into Current Research in
Health and Social Care. The controlled assessment requires learners to consider articles
provided from research undertaken in the health and social care sectors including
health conditions, lifestyle factors, social care and welfare needs. The controlled
assessment aims to consider the learner’'s ability to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of methods, skills and ethical issues related to carrying out research.
When undertaking the controlled assessment, learners should demonstrate their
ability to apply knowledge and understanding of research, with a focus on analysis of
information and data related to the current research presented in this assessment.
Learners are required to interpret the potential impact and influence of research on
practice and provision in the sectors, as well as evaluating current research to make
informed judgements about the validity of research methods used and further areas
for research.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

Centres overall have prepared learners well for the controlled assessment, with
many able learners producing good quality answers to the set activities. Responses
from able learners demonstrate a breadth and depth of understanding of current
issues in health and social care, with useful and supportive secondary research
being included in many of the responses for the series. There has been a mix of
secondary research sourced and used, with an improvement in the reliability of
sources used throughout the series. Where learners have been prepared for the
controlled assessment, they have produced well thought out responses with clear
evidence of rationalised and justified points raised throughout the activities.

The controlled assessment requires learners to choose an article from one section
of the paper that suits their interests and career choices. This is evident in very few
centres, with many still appearing to guide learners in their choice; with whole
cohorts completing the same section of the controlled assessment. It is advised
that learners should choose the article that supports their future career choice and
interests rather than teachers deciding this for them. There is ample time to source
and prepare secondary research to use in the controlled assessment and more
freedom should be given to learners in the future.
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When preparing for this assessment, it is important, once again, to remind centres
that notes prepared for assessment should not be potential responses to the
activities. Notes for the assessment, as stipulated in Part A, should be limited to the
following:

e facts, figures and data relating to secondary sources covering the article’s area
of research.
e the research methods used in the learner's own secondary research.

Centres once again should be reminded that when preparing learners for this
assessment, they should read and respond to the activities set. Many learners have
provided responses that, at times, regurgitate the article, do not answer the activity
set, or include information in one activity that would be better suited to another
activity; learners will not be awarded marks for responses where they have not
responded to the activity set. Whilst undertaking the delivery of the unit, it would
be advised that centres support learners in how to approach each individual
activity, using the guidance and support offered on the Pearson website.
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Individual Questions

Activity one

The assessment focus for this question is ‘understanding research methods, validity
and reliability of results of research’. Learners are expected to understand the
research methods used, with understanding of data usage, in the chosen article. They
should show understanding of validity and reliability of research methods used and
draw conclusions in relation to the suitability of the methods used in context.

Health article

The health article for this series included a range of research methodologies: scientific
experiment, proof of concept study, questionnaires and interviews. Learners for this
series have in the most part tackled this activity well, with some thorough
understanding of research methodologies seen and an improvement of knowledge and
understanding in relation to some of the methodologies. However, the understanding
of scientific experiments remains weak, with many learners being unable to provide
more than basic details of this methodology in relation to the research presented. It is
evident that learners find it difficult to consider research methodologies used in health
research and continued exposure to this kind of research is crucial to learner
understanding.

Social Care article

Within the social care section, learners were presented with a range of research
methodologies and showed good understanding of these. The research methodologies
included were participatory action research, focus groups, questionnaires and
interviews. Learners were able to provide reasoned and supported conclusions on
these methodologies, with more able learners evaluating and making clear and
sustained judgements on suitability. Learners tackled participatory action research
well, providing good information in context with evidence of a good understanding of
focus groups and their relevance to the research article provided.

Overall

There are still issues with learners’ ability to grasp the concepts of reliability and validity
of research methods, with many learners still discussing sources of evidence as
opposed to the actual research that has been undertaken. Centres need to consider
this as a priority in their preparation for the unit; although difficult, these concepts are
crucial to a learner’s ability to make evaluative judgements on suitability of research
methodologies. Sampling methodologies also remains poor in this activity. Some
learners have a basic understanding of sampling methodologies used in research, but
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these are few and far between. Again, this is an important aspect of research and
centres should support learners in their acquisition of knowledge in this area.

Learners are still including secondary sources of information in activity one which is not
required. In some instances, learners have included these to support the research
methodologies included in the article and if they have supported evaluations, there has
been some credit. However, where learners have provided secondary sources to offer
alternate research methodologies, this is not asked for and therefore has not been
awarded. For this activity, learners need to explain the research methodologies used,
evaluate these methodologies and provide judgements and conclusions on suitability
within the context of the research. Responses to this activity still frequently remain
generic with little or no reference to data usage, the issue presented, or the research
methodologies used.

This response scored Band 4, 14 marks.

SECTION 1: Health Research

Activity 1 @)
How have different research methods been used in this research?
In your answer, you should consnderit-he

suitability of research methods referred to in the article ,[Q)\,\o)@'\‘

reliability and validity of the research methods.
(15)
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This response scored highly because:
e Research methods are explained.
e Thereis understanding of data usage in context.
e There are evaluative judgements made.
e The conclusions on suitability are supported.
e The context of the article is evident throughout the response.
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This response scored Band 3, 11 marks.

FaE o E:I e
SECTHIN Z: Soecial Care Research

Activity 1

Hawve have different reseanch methods been wused in this article to find out abous
supparting familly carers in home-based and-ol-life care?

I PO ancsveeT, Wi snoukd consicar e
e cowiialy
+  suitabilicy of reseanch methods referred to i the article
reliability and walidity of the research methods,

(15]
The scieacch  nde  in ef . tus o O e locked i Fallishee core, Speufis
ST Mot Shappot werbers e s laokers € g, Sk faesly Lo Gnmdk
eErehs el J’Lr Ereesbnne o, 1%;'-54.:5;;.=.|, Ctlabonship aeed poochioad  aseds.
Fetanach .rll:v:'d.fﬂ'::[% Cotrt . WS Frmed Head  Hes 6o e of Cupfot cedt
Whpeteiaber  piovicis] o Febea aesoh  wlulf Supped Lascdkan moeof vakebing Lot €S

S il okl 1-;:..:"::? Larkymiedef el | [k M Shilks ELJW‘MF g T 2 2

The  ceténurdn  ediband wtesd 0 Hes pamin _mcbole opad P fakey ackia
Cesetechs  (BRED  Bus e s pacosg  oticacck eacbheel oo s ceen
bape od  feiforch  rredtad  dollecks suakiniotir cbo ek S rorcdasmencal
awnel deciwhed dokbe  udeade offers s o -clepth andl famf anisuet of doda  dhad
gae te el e eSERarcle Elr\-E'\:IFéS-'-iI-F"'r\':l WS Swifeubie o Hee enaber komioe

Tﬂl;-zn:u.-'r.-l‘lid igg -'-I.. ,..:,L._.._,I-u.g-l [T — T | -SSP ey r’m.;l-.rq.q

'wi?'-'h .;::p..rhm:-m*':nﬂﬁd Leseovekas [ @Fhar et iomals , Pes_ sotind  Head ke dabsg
{npaad od He
rolletkiad it haigle e walicliby  lepcmsais H«-:I'-FI:H\:.-[—\..;..,FWH peripautar /e el ool

L L

[ Y
Fad  ornmmas vt Parke Bea | woal e walusdds  essds bl {‘n“'\d‘-&""::';“ bl foap,
{I:'l-’n"‘-'_-l Furpen’s
cEeet T et Lol b Seppadeed e Mg B s M e
et Bl Codas _wnwohech in et @1 ook went adio  poct of e el T2

QEUTR_ saded oo pedyect keavy  plosgesl  @ao sgmetoel . pbe i hELELL-'a.:I b ot ea e, AT

e ol Dt ¢ Gt g P LT 5 hl!lﬂ.j .::i.-ﬂ-l.rl'_l-‘,:l-"‘_;:l o _EE-'\...-:J .|:'-.I:: - LR
|

11



BTEC L3 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Health and Social Care

Unit 4 - Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (31494H)

g’

The Lashabess o Mt hopeger m thod  due h.rr:-t-..'n_rl_, bara % comm inckedl  Hae
asenl ool o 'ru-j.- e | $:--wmw..m4ghﬁrr b PAE  hal oo Leeclusked . J4a
phio  weerdinead b g owckdtctadt o o (ocosCided o Hedt SAFc Heod Iz
R Tas__is ilengthtred tr b Had He _nuker
of - Colialiosabee, i et epre iteinkiceoof i P i = T ST -:n__l'ﬂj--'.
Vinsrwdogs caf e, Collabeathes, Tl as urm-:rj.!:'. fh:t:‘l:'-*-'#-:-.js-.:,l ﬂrm:.:ért'm&.
wipmlanr . fomen el G GRS E]-’J-nn,l--n-t e bercodmed comen e acked . fn
FAL ‘eers s el L-.E..:d.ﬂl._g. PR Y. 1 P L T b s eocpelensics andl
Veiredeary  irided cede bt grtddec Letoulelor s ft et S T T Y i T 5
rard s Pk eaE .!I"'-.nll"‘-'q Moo fomeerl. G5 Wepodhed  Coned _ piofecbod ¢ ';-'J;:If'ﬂf

G ke Eruiel s im e et |l-||:|.'d.--'lﬂ'.'. MMWE

PAE 1o o (eupaln  warbed Lol isuelet o @ifaplers Ls-dgjvzrﬁd P L L e B

[EF SR LA O f_.ﬂcd-l-lu et i LHLES fﬁy R, T e Y PR IRC | S V] R |1

Lt
"'.....;-'L"‘ Sfre Shos chortd Tt ke ol | Forll | geeopn g dubigh, el | 0B InM0NSE | al b ol

Ak Fad deacka T -

P poatia 15 Heed iy - ot Ll gl vor__ipbbearg Aol pergenhers {Bergrald
i
denel Thhiean s |'ll:"1~':'-1'-r~i?“-_"-. LA J-‘i'ur.c" Llirigad  wolibf oo ohs comd [ fade—fo - Cone
Lotkapa ot aed ook apent - e fbioaecl | wdeeth  aldoss _'r'_.ﬁ.-c" Clrvigemt_ of Srladliteh it
dﬂ..rp._'-ﬁ'-ﬁia::, T -El,'rra.-ug u ...-..J....:J.-L_-l oy e Har flrd_a.hﬂl_r.-.-c' (Cidaget  fo. e L5lE
el e J-Lu_.:. G _oaffer  rdul-fod ofirasel . Des  J0endanl  Geap W Haatlr @ o My L el
Ottt - Tlepe in  pesagesd S POEblonar b etlicbddy Q5 depescang e fla
N T V€l
esgotier bt nohes of  beot gmugs Cpoes—bs 't ool ke oreme | He
i qu-f'.l'\:r-': ety of et

Sane oSt . Buk pis T edend 15 Peufeomsed fen fodial Sreepr ol H—t:;. i

et W I S ﬂ#ﬂ K, el M_F b—f FL{EE‘{.h.qu’ el e iga ] _T'|.-q !-Eh-vEI'E

s e F L - 3 3
Sy Bk :'-I: _;".il.',_g_.lbl Uil Ffom pemadif | Head ﬁrwrﬂi Fudew? kD wye"

12



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Health and Social Care

BTEC Unit 4 - Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (31494H)

-
B L N P v L T o iscttbfale e conge o
£xPer e o ik it L-..':;h-.ﬁ .-;11.;1-'1_4 = R P Iw-_gf o L
fonered Cngd . bled  Sfes cShischie®  allewus of Seseckers o gabber MoE _cprusaaktel
ard clthauled  _amsees e pochofieds abetees alio  sulie  becudepkae
e m‘-i'i.-'..-"ﬂr::l-rdmfj fo b clinecHy censgled ook jﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂ Hre_ ExpEiava caf
ol M 5 besrepadd  coeis | gioicled | paltiafes Geed sad B Sugptas Heag
wornd A e Yol he ctiaped gor Hapr peeds T ’TLuj gt howertd | in

e
{ -‘_.Lu.::-.':-.l.u_-;,,l'w fessd . st o becoase e oprad erded  quathons il gt

Dbt | gngt | clafferest Latus biesr el g el @ olyTeeod 0L Poembam il e
SOl 10 pond oA [l inbensitdiitads  Hel  ulbect Hau ik e e st iy
DR eyl L b plif el anef s a ffeet. Ha Eff'trﬂ-d'-ﬂ-ﬁ-dui-ﬁi
Tk Use o Focus. . gmags ard_inkvhu n AR GeiasorikHe cesecechs
velbined Ve wesEY iR pdbeicde ﬁ_,.r.w.__._.ﬂ.-v-'.:'_l.-__-!,.p-;.-nplq-_-..._.i.ﬂtj ofPre] el
un i Ll e fﬂmﬂ fowely T el -_;.a,.«jﬂ by Brbiang ot sl Gadacp
conk S Ot Ok ethmbudedt  (Maoddesald | 2oz s oo renedd | AR i
Lijbyy,uabich s Fead ik 134 e eficher ey fo geiber bl o ael
efpediut infranpodicon, faes  abl | gerbliponds akeak  Het  (856€_ s spels
of Sufppdieg 0NN faess | mwd 5o Sugfod wcdes  ond Lekelees coa be
) vk Preiest Hlelk
woweld - loweagsr . Moo e -ftl-.aj.-:..-;r-_-l Pkl e o clue be Hee |
cMffedhy ik Topening . He -;1.n-=-l.-.n.£|-, m.f':‘mmr whiley AL fetat Gringd i
TN L 1 =W LSO TR R e Colest, o M-p foek et Shrurhes b He
_uethanty bk bee papddverd 15 racsh Stugabi e He Grlech o bl bese
wbeet | belnuata founsilih forers | Srol  gogeed tmden, wowte’  ows 'W '
o teungs o WRics i Mac Siitaalied  wbeth, Wedd ke cncal o

Hob i L Mo, b b5 cliveiges,

k. -

13

@ Pearson



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Health and Social Care

BTEC Unit 4 - Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (31494H)

This response scored highly because:

e Research methods are explained.

e Thereis understanding of data usage in context.

e There are some evaluative judgements made.

e The conclusions on suitability are supported in parts.

This response scored Band 1, 4 marks.

-

SECTION 1: Health Research
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(Total for Activity 1 = 15 marks)

-

This response scored lower because:

e There was a basic description of research methodologies used.
e An attempt at conclusions has been provided but these are not supported.
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Overall

There are still issues with learners’ ability to grasp the concepts of reliability and validity
of research methods, with many learners still discussing sources of evidence as
opposed to the actual research that has been undertaken. Centres need to consider
this as a priority in their preparation for the unit; although difficult, these concepts are
crucial to a learner’s ability to make evaluative judgements on suitability of research
methodologies. Sampling methodologies also remains poor in this activity. Some
learners have a basic understanding of sampling methodologies used in research, but
these are few and far between. Again, this is an important aspect of research and
centres should support learners in their acquisition of knowledge in this area.

Learners are still including secondary sources of information in activity one which is not
required. In some instances, learners have included these to support the research
methodologies included in the article and if they have supported evaluations, there has
been some credit. However, where learners have provided secondary sources to offer
alternate research methodologies, this is not asked for and therefore has not been
awarded. For this activity, learners need to explain the research methodologies used,
evaluate these methodologies and provide judgements and conclusions on suitability
within the context of the research. Responses to this activity still frequently remain
generic with little or no reference to data usage, the issue presented, or the research
methodologies used.
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Activity two

The assessment focus for this question is ‘understanding the importance of the
issue being researched, why the research is being carried out, and how the article
and own secondary research reinforces the importance of the issue’. Learners are
expected to understand the importance of the issue in the chosen article and include
relevant examples of how the research has affected individuals and/or professionals
and/or wider society. Learners should include secondary research in their response,
demonstrating an understanding of the relationship between this, and the article
chosen.

Health article

Responses to this activity were once again varied. The more able learners offered
considered examples of how the issue affects individuals, professionals and / or wider
society with conclusions being drawn throughout the response. Learners did tend to
focus on the cost to the NHS, which is an issue for consideration, but not the sole reason
of focus. Many learners considered things such as the disabling symptoms of
schizophrenia, the ability for practitioners to assess the core deficits caused by the
condition and ways to reduce the debilitating symptoms caused by schizophrenia
through ideas presented in the research. Many learners produced a general essay on
schizophrenia with little or no evidence of application to the set activity. The activity
requires learners to provide secondary sources of information that support the
importance of the issue (treatment for schizophrenia) but many provided a general
overview of the secondary research, with little relevance to the issue in context.

Social Care article

The responses to this activity varied in levels of analysis used by learners. The
importance of this issue was recognised more clearly with learners completing the
social care section of the controlled assessment, with many learners providing good
and insightful secondary research. Learners considered things such as individuals
providing end-of-life-care not always being prepared for what they will have to deal
with, and the consequences of this, current family support available and the impact that
end-of-life-care may have on the carers. Responses in this section of the controlled
assessment included relevant and supportive secondary research, but learners did not
always go far enough in their analysis to link this directly in context.
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This response scored Band 4, 14 marks.
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Auctivity 2

How daes secondary research support the importance of research into this issue?
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This response scored highly because:
e There is analysis of the issue’s importance.
e There are relevant examples of how the issue affects individuals and/ or wider society.
e The evidence presented is supported with secondary research findings.
e The relationship between the issue and secondary research is explained.
e The relationship between the issue and secondary research findings are evident.

This response scored Band 2, 5 marks.
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Activity 2
How does secondary research supporct the importance of research into this issue?
In your answer, you should consader:

secondary research and its refationship to the issue
an analysis of the effects on individuals, practitioners and/or wider society.
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This response scored lower because:

e The issue is described with concluding statements about its importance.
e There are some relevant examples of individuals and/or wider society.
e There is evidence of relevant secondary research.

Overall

There were some good responses to this activity with examples and explanations
of the importance of research into both issues included in the health and social
care research. The secondary research included was not always relevant and
sometimes went of topic, in particularly with the health research section. Some
learners tended to recap the issue and state the secondary research findings
rather than consider these in relation to the importance of research. Once again,
some centres have confused activity two and three and this needs to be
addressed. Learners are being disadvantaged with poor preparation for this
activity and its focus. Itis important to consider things such as the problems faced
by service users due to the issue, how research can help, growing concerns in the
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UK surrounding the issues, why there is a need for more research into the
particular area/issue.

Activity three

The assessment focus for this question is ‘research implications for future provision
and/or practice’. Learners are expected to provide implications of the research for
future provision/practice in the sector, with analysis of these implications. They should
show understanding of the issue and implications in both the context of the article and
wider research. Learners should also consider recommendations for change in
provision/practice, with justification.

Health article

The activity considers implications of the research on provision and or practice in the
health sector. Where learners understood this, they performed well on this activity
including things such as a need for more training and support for those working with
individuals living with schizophrenia, a personalised approach and the development of
appropriate services, along with improvements to policies. There was evidence of good
analysis in more able learners with some appropriate recommendations for change in
provision and / or practice.

Social Care article

The activity requires learners to consider supporting family carers in homebased end-
of-life-care and how this research would have implications of future provision and / or
practice, along with recommendations for change in the social care sector. Learners
who performed well in this activity demonstrated good knowledge and understanding
of the research in this area, considering things such as the creation of training
programmes and individualised support. They included research that showed the need
for a more empathetic approach to supporting carers and training that incorporated
care of families and carers, not just the individual receiving end-of-life-care.
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This response scored Band 2, 10 marks.
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This response scored highly because:
e There is evidence of implications of the research for provision and /or practice.
e Thereis an understanding of the issue and the context of the research.
e Recommendations for change in provision and /or practice are included.
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This response scored Band 2, 6 marks.
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Activity 3

How could this research affect the provision of health services for people living
with schizophrenia? o

In your answer, you should consider

the effect on provision and/or practice
« recommendations for change in future provision and/or practice
- secondary research findings.
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This response scored lower because:
e Theimplications for research for provision and / or practice are described.

e The implications referred to in the response demonstrate basic understanding of the
issue in the context of the research.

¢ Recommendations for change are inaccurate - note that they relate to changes in the
research undertaken and should relate to changes in provision and / or practice.
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This response scored Band 0, 0 marks.
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This response scored lower because:

e There was no rewarded material in the response.
e The response includes ways to treat schizophrenia and not how the research

undertaken has implications for provision/practice in the health sector.
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Overall

Some good responses have been seen by learners who have read the activity and
considered the focus for this assessment outcome. Those who were successful in
this activity provided responses in relation to more knowledge and training in
relation to either schizophrenia or support for carers in homebased end-of-life-
care. They were able to consider things such as policies used to help professionals,
appropriate services, training and advancement in knowledge and understanding,
available funding and the development of appropriate services in relation to both
issues. However, some learners are confusing research implications for provision
and / or practice with the importance of the issue being researched. Where this
has happened, learners have not achieved marks that they should be capable of
which has limited their ability to be successful in this activity. Centres are advised
to use Pearson guidance, Lead Examiner reports and relevantinformation that can
be accessed on the Pearson website to support their delivery of this assessment
outcome in future series.

Activity four

The assessment focus for this question is ‘planning and ethical consideration for
further research’. Learners are expected to offer rationalised suggestions of research
methods that could be used to continue the research that they have chosen (in relation
to the case study presented) and need to justify the reasons behind these choices to
show effectiveness /suitability of the methods stipulated in the case study. Learners
should be considering planning of further research in the case study, ethical issues and
research skills that would be implemented in this research in the relevant area. They
should also highlight practical problems with carrying out research in a wider context.

Health article

Learners, for the most part, have responded well to this activity. They have provided
focused responses relating to the activity provided, including relevant information that
demonstrates knowledge and understanding of research. However, some learners are
still not considering the research methodologies that are provided in the case study,
instead opting to discuss alternate methodologies. Learners must focus on the stimulus
material presented and use this to formulate their responses. It was evident in many
responses that learners, as in activity one, struggle with the concept of scientific
experiments. If learners are choosing this section of the controlled assessment, they
must demonstrate full and accurate knowledge of this type of methodology; it is used

40

@ Pearson



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Health and Social Care

;BTEC Unit 4 - Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (31494H)

frequently in health research and this should be a consideration when preparing to
deliver the unit.

Social Care article

Responses to this activity were varied across learners, with some learners
demonstrating excellent understanding of research in the context of the case study set,
and others providing generic responses. Learners were expected to consider focus
groups and questionnaires and proved successful in doing so. It is evident that for most
centres choosing this article, learners understood these in depth. The issues lay in
application to the case study provided and the further research being undertaken. It
would benefit learners to have practice with application to case studies for this activity
prior to, and in preparation for, the controlled assessment.

This response scored Band 4, 15 marks.
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Activity 4

Carmeron warks for the Maticnal Councill for Palliative Care. His job reguires him o
undertake research and seggest improvernents o the care and supporn provided
fior those reguiring end-al-like canz and their Families. He warks clasely with sevaral
charitable arganisations.

He has been asied 1o evaluste the effectiveness of the recent implementation of
training for caner suppart staff in providing suppoet to families. He has decided (o
give questicnnaires to the families who have ecereed support. He will investigate the
effectiveness of the traiming. 1

In addition, Carmsron will hold a focus group with delegates from sewveral Charity
organtsations who attended the raining events. The foous group will consider the
beanerfins of the traiming and further improvemsents needed, "
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This response scored highly because:
e There are rationalised considerations of the suggested research methods including
improvements and changes.
e There is evidence of understanding the suitability of the research methodologies.
e An analytical approach to the response is sustained throughout.
e There is coverage of planning, ethics and research skills throughout the response.
e Judgments on the importance of the considerations are consistently supported.

45

@ Pearson



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Health and Social Care

:‘BTEC Unit 4 - Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (31494H)

This response scored Band 1, 3 marks.

Activwity 4

Helen is a pspchiairist who works for the NHS 10 support patiemnts in her bacal area to
deal with symiptoms of schizophrenia. She works closely with a rrultidisciplinary team to
Support patients fo manage their syrmptoms through medication and therapy.

Helden wants to investigate the link Between braln traming and reducing msditory
hallucinations to imgrove the patients” ability te function in everyday life. She |5 planming
ta undertake reseanch with her patients and a contred group to compare findings. The
research will use & range af brain training technikgues includirg reading coercises and
li=teming to music, alongiide the paticngs” presor bed medestian.

The research will irmeclve a scientific experiment over & siv-month pericd wsing MRI sicans
to assess brain activity changes when using the brain raining techniques

The first scans will be at the start of the research to gt basclinosmeasurermants of tha
auditary hallucinatians. Thase scans will be repeated gach monih o record any changes
in brain activity. Interviews and refevant guesticnnaires will also be used during

the nesearch,

What shculd Helen and her team consider when wndertaking this ressarch?
Yau shouwld include judgements onc

= planning considesatiors

«  wthical issues

= research methodologies

«  ressarch skills reguired to explore the issue,
{15}
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This response scored lower because:

e The response offers a basic consideration of suggested research methods.
e There is reference to planning considerations.

47

@ Pearson



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Health and Social Care

;BTEC Unit 4 - Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (31494H)

Overall

This activity has seen an improvement on previous series, with learners demonstrating
sustained application to the case study provided. It is nice to see learners
demonstrating a depth of understanding in relation to research and that time has been
given to support learners to complete full and accurate responses by some centres.
However, this is not consistent across the whole cohort, with some centres still
demonstrating a lack of knowledge and inconsistencies in the approach to the activity.
Some responses seen have been unbalanced, focussing on one area more than others,
for example providing great information on ethical considerations but lacking in
research methodologies. Centres should work on a balance of each area of the
assessment focus in order to make further improvements to responses to this activity.

Summary

In conclusion, learners are making improvements with each series in different areas of
this controlled assessment. Knowledge of research methodologies such as focus
groups and questionnaires has seen an improvement, but more needs to be done on
things such as scientific experiments. Centres need to prioritise their focus on
application of knowledge and understanding to different contexts in order to give
learners the best possible chance to succeed in this assessment. The controlled
assessment requires learners to apply their knowledge in each activity and is not a
simple regurgitation of facts. For some learners, they have simply written everything
they know about research rather than focusing on the activities given. Centres should
consider exam techniques and preparation for assessment consistently when
delivering this unit. It is also noted that learners do seem to achieve better when sitting
this assessment further into the course where they are able to draw on knowledge and
understanding from across different units and indeed work experiences being
undertaken.

The following is recommended for future examination series:

¢ Make use of the most up to date resources and specification provided for this unit.

e Avoid re-writing the articles in responses, particularly with activity two.

e Support learners with exam techniques and extended writing skills.

e Support learners to use technical language for this unit consistently and accurately.

e Support learners to understand assessment outcomes for each activity, particularly
activities two and three.

e Secondary research and choice of article should be independent to the learner and not
centre specific.

e Choose an appropriate assessment window for learners to sit this controlled
assessment; learners are more successful when they have had the opportunity to
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develop knowledge an understanding across their health and social care studies.
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