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Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 
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qualifications website at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html for our 

BTEC qualifications. 
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You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at https://www.edexcelonline.com 
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Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 

 

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in 

every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 

100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high 

standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more 
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Grade Boundaries 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 

grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at 

Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that 

they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure 

learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the 

external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different 

parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if 

we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take 

accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html 

 

Unit 5: Applications of Criminology (20149K) 

Grade Unclassified 
Level 3 

N P M D 

 

Boundary Mark 

 

0 

 

8 17 27 37 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

This is the second series of unit 5 in the Forensic and Criminal Investigation 

specification. There was a high proportion of learners re-sitting this paper, which 

has had an impact on the overall performance across the unit. There was a 

degree of inconsistency throughout the papers, with a large proportion of 

learners answering questions 3 and 4 well, but dropping many marks on 

questions 1 and 2. This is a concern due to the high number of marks involved in 

these first 2 questions. 

Links to the stimulus material was sustained and consistent throughout the 

majority of learners’ papers. There has been an improvement in the use of case 

study, data and article, demonstrating that centers are preparing learners based 

on suggestions from previous examiner reports. This has resulted in learners 

gaining more marks in question 1, enabling access to higher bands even without 

an improvement in understanding of the theoretical material.  

Learners’ have also been well prepared in making links between the case study 

and fear of crime in question 4. There were clear judgements in many papers 

with the majority linked to the case study enabling access to higher bands in the 

mark scheme. 

There was an overall lower performance on questions 1 and 2. Despite an 

increase in the use of the case study, links to general and specific theories was 

not as strong in this series. There is a lack of organization in many answers that 

results in learners not fully answering the questions; in some cases missing 

entire sections or theories, impacting the overall marks.  
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Individual Questions 
 

Activity 1 

Discuss the reasons for the criminal behaviour of the ‘moped robbers’ in the case 

study. 

In your answer you must make reference to: 

• The Case Study and Figures 1 and 2 

• Left realist theories that would be used that explain this criminal behaviour 

• Theories on social class and crime that would explain the behaviour of the 

offenders in the case study        

  

               (24 marks) 

 

This question requires learners to discuss one general and two specific theories of 

crime. The general theory of Left realism in this case was apparent in many cases 

but often lacking in detail. Relative deprivation was the most commonly referred 

to concept, however, the remaining areas of the theory, marginalisation and 

subculture, were often not included in answers. The result of incomplete 

discussion of theories is that learners cannot access the top band as they have 

failed to demonstrate knowledge that is comprehensive.   

This is again evident in the discussion of specific theories, in this case social class 

and age. Social class, explicitly referred to the question, was well covered; often 

using links to Marxism and Strain Theory to link data to the case study. However, 

there was a lack of structure in many answers that failed to highlight that the 

discussion was specifically about social class. While this links to Left realism, it is 

important that learners clearly state that they are aware of the differences in 

theories.  

Age, the specific theory that was implicitly highlighted in the data, often failed to 

be discussed. While the data on age was linked to the case study on many 

occasions, it was not accompanied by any theoretical knowledge, again resulting 

in the learner being unable to access the top band for this answer. 

As highlighted in the examiner’s report for 1901, learners were again not fully 

answering the question set as they did not refer to section A1 of the specification 

as outlined: 
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There was a significant improvement with some learners attempting to include 

aspects of this section in their answer, however, accuracy was also an issue. 

Many learners referred to the crime in this series as theft, even though the crime 

was clearly referred to as robbery throughout the paper. It is important that 

learners are aware of the different types of crime. 

Where learners were attempting to include discussion of types of crime statistics, 

it was again apparent that this was an area where knowledge was lacking. Learners 

were referring to the CSEW as recorded crime statistics rather than official 

statistics that include a victim survey. Lack of inclusion and understanding of the 

A1 area of the specification results in the learner again being unable to access the 

top band for this question. 

 

 

 

 

The example answer below scored 19 marks: 

This answer demonstrates clear and accurate knowledge and understanding of 

left realism and social class, however, age is not included so it could not access 

band 5. There is a good attempt to use the data which is well linked to theory, but 

not to the case study. There is some discussion around use of surveys and 

statistics as well as the type of crime committed, however, as some of this is 

incorrect, it again cannot gain band 5. 
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The answer below gained 6 marks: 
 

The answer below demonstrates an isolated understanding of the material with a 

one-sided argument due to lack of specific or general theories. There is an attempt to 

use the data which is linked in places to the case study. 
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Activity 2 

Discuss the appropriate crime punishment and prevention methods related to the 

type of crime in the case study 

In your answer you must make reference to: 

• the case study 

• postmodernist methods of crime prevention  

• the functionalist perspective of punishment 

• the most appropriate aim and type of sentencing. 

             (16 marks) 

                 

This activity has three features that are required to be discussed: crime 

prevention, crime punishment and aim and type of sentencing. 

Learners, on the whole, demonstrated a good, clear understanding of the aims 

and types of sentencing. It is important, however, that learners were clear that the 

case study is referring to youth sentencing in this case. This was often not explicit 

in answers that referred to community service rather than youth specific 

sentences. 

The majority of answers had clear and sustained links to the case study, although 

some learners included reference to the data in this answer. There is no credit 

available for the use of data, which should be limited to question 1. 

References to theories of postmodernism and functionalism were not as strongly 

seen as sentencing guidelines. Some answers regarding postmodernism were 

indistinguishable from right realist approaches, while others seemed to be 

referring the theories of crime rather than theories of prevention and punishment.  

 

 

 

 

The answer below gained 13 marks: 

The answer demonstrates sustained and comprehensive links with a detailed 

account of sentencing that is both logical and well linked to the case study. Trait 

one is not able to gain top band marks as the functionalist view is not clear, 

therefore this trait cannot be considered comprehensive. Overall, this answers 

gained bottom band 4. 
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The answer below gained 4 marks: 

This answer gained top band 1 overall. Knowledge of postmodern and 

functionalist views were very isolated with only vague references to the case study. 

The aim and sentencing is lacking in structure, evidence and logic.  
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Activity 3 

Explain the possible reasons why Mille was a victim and the impact this will have 

on her. 

In your answer you must make reference to: 

• the case study and the Article: Interview with Millie Whittaker 

• patterns of victimization 

• positive victimology 

• impact of victimization 

                    (10 marks) 

 

This activity was answered well be the majority of learners. This was often the 

highest scoring question in relation to the number of marks available. There are 

three aspects of this question that the learner must discuss in equal detail in order 

to gain higher band marks. 

Almost all learners demonstrated consistently clear links to the case study 

throughout this activity, with many referring to the three concepts in an 

inconsistent way.  

The impact of victimisation was done very well by the majority of learners, relating 

the psychological impact to both primary and secondary victims within the case 

study. 

Patterns of victimisation was referred to by many learners, however, this was done 

so in a more implicit way. Positive victimisation was also lacking detail. These two 

areas were often missing any reference to theory such as Sparks or Wolfgang 

which would enhance the answer and access to the top band. 

Some learners are, incorrectly, referring to the positive impact that being a victim 

can have instead of discussing positive victimology.  

  

 

 

The answer below gained 10 marks: 

This answer gained full marks. It demonstrates clear and sustained links to the 

case study across the three traits. There is some reference to theory that is again 

linked throughout to the case study. The learner’s rationale is always fully 

supported and secondary victimisation is included. This is a top band 4 answer. 
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The answer below gained 2 marks: 

This answer gained a score of top band 1. The answer is mainly generic as the case 

study is only directly linked to the impact of victimisation. Positive victimology is 

incorrect in this example as discussion focuses on how being a victim can be a 

positive experience. There is no reference to theory in this answer, therefore 

rationale is superficial and not supported. 
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Activity 4 

Assess the impact of the information in the case study and the article on the fear 

of crime for people in the city of Leechester. 

In your answer you must make reference to: 

• the case study  and the article: Interview with Millie Whittaker 

• the news values that will have been used when deciding to publish the 

article 

• the representation of the age of the offenders 

                     (10 marks) 

                                         

 

This activity has three sections that learners must again, answer with equal 

weighting. The two bullet points refer to theoretical knowledge that is expected to 

be included, whereas the third aspect is in relation to making links between the 

case study and the fear of crime.  

Many answers in this series have focused on linking the fear of crime for the 

people of Leechester to the case study. This has been successful for many 

learners, who have been able to increase their band on trait 3, judgement on the 

fear of crime. 

Most learners, however, are not including the relevant theory required for this 

answer. There was a large drop in the number of answers that linked specific news 

values to the case study. 

Stronger answers in this activity linked specific news values such as dramatization 

to the case study and a judgement on how this would cause fear. In addition, 

stronger answers discussed the concepts of subculture or marginalisation in 

relation to the age of the offenders and how moral panics can cause fear. 

 

The answer below gained 10 marks: 

 This answer gained top marks available for this activity. There are clear links to a 

number of news values, age and moral panic, while this could be enhanced 

further, for this answer it is effective. There are sustained and comprehensive links 

to the case study throughout the answer and the learner has made several 

judgements regarding the fear of crime. One of these judgments is clearly linked 

to both theory and the case study, gaining top band 4. 
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The answer below gained 3 marks: 

There is some knowledge evident in this answer, however, this is vague, and there 

is no explicit reference to specific news values or media response to age. This gains 

band 1. There are some judgements made on the impact of the fear of crime, but 

these are not well supported and there is no link to theory, therefore trait 3 gains 

low band 2. Trait 1 gains mid band 2 as there is an attempt throughout the 

question to link to the case study. Overall, this answer is a low band 2. 
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Summary 
 

Based on their performance of this paper, learners should: 

 

• Read the case study and figures carefully to have a clear understanding of 

the type of crime and type of data used 

• Clearly structure answers to ensure that have answered all the 

requirements of the activity 

• Have a clear understanding of how theories of prevention and punishment 

are different from theories of crime 

• Understand that they must discuss two specific theories in question 1. This 

must include theoretical knowledge of the implicit theory. 

• Ensure that plan their time effectively across the four activities.  
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