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Grade Boundaries 

 

 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 

grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at 

Distinction, Merit, Pass and Near Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that they 

decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  

 

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive grades 

which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure learners 

achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the external 

assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different parts 

of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if we set 

the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take 

accessibility into account. 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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Introduction  
 

This was the first series of the new specification for Creative Digital Media 

Production, and as such, the first time that this mandatory unit has been assessed 

via an external assessment rather than via centre based internal assessment. This 

on-screen test is a departure from traditional paper-based assessments, however, 

the first set of assessment materials have been well received by centres and 

interpreted well by learners. 

 

The question paper followed the format identified in the additional sample 

assessment materials published on the Pearson website. The focus of the paper 

being on a range of clips from a Moving Image Production. This focus will change 

with each examination series with the aim of covering all of the sectors identified 

within the specification. It is important for centres to remember that, due to this 

change in focus, they will need to ensure that learners are given the opportunity to 

engage with a wide range of materials from each sector, rather than focussing on 

one single sector, for example, Games. 

 

The paper had 13 questions. Each question was based on either a clip which was 

provided for them or materials learners had previously studied either with their 

tutors or independently.  Learners were required to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of a range of specification topics and to apply this knowledge to the 

specific question scenario. The intention was to offer as broad a coverage as 

possible for all areas of the unit content. Questions had varying weightings attached 

to them, with 2 to 4 marks for the lower demand questions and 10 to 20 marks for 

questions where an extended response was required, such as discussion, analysis 

or evaluation. 

 

Each of the extended response questions were marked using a ‘levels based’ 

approach to assessment. The overall quality of the response was considered rather 

than the specific number of points gained. There was also a focus on the use of 

suitable technical and vocational language and terminology within each response. 

The remainder of the questions on the paper were assessed using a range of 

indicative content and on the quality and clarity of the explanation provided.  
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the 

Unit 
 

Learner performance was generally consistent across the paper, with some 

questions proving more challenging than others. Overall, there was evidence of 

learners having been taught well across the range of unit content, with the 

extended questions allowing for differentiation across learner abilities. 

 

It is extremely important that learners are given the opportunity to practice 

responding to shorter and/or lower demand questions as well as extended 

question writing. There were a number of occasions where learners had written 

extremely lengthy and detailed responses to a 2 mark question and the marks were 

within the first sentence. It is possible to give a comprehensive and correct answer 

in only one line as it is in an entire paragraph. Learners need to utilise their time 

efficiently and save their extended responses for the questions with a higher mark 

weighting. 

 

Although it may seem like an obvious comment, it is extremely important that 

learners read the questions carefully and identify what is being asked of them. 

Some learners, for example, did not notice the word ‘subverted’ within the question 

on stereotypes and therefore did not provided valid responses. Similarly, 

exemplification that is offered is not only necessary but should also be valid and 

justified by the learner. These should offer some form of background or support 

from their responses rather than a random choice that offers little meaning. 

 

Leaners responded well and provided more detailed responses when stimulus 

materials was offered, some referring back to the stimulus materials within their 

extended questions. This is perfectly valid and is to be encouraged as the stimulus 

materials are being studied by learners during the duration of the exam. However, 

learners should be allowed to review and respond to a wide range of texts within 

the classroom. 
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Individual Questions 

 
The following section considers each question on the paper, providing examples of 

learner responses and a brief commentary of why the responses gained the marks 

they did. This section should be considered with the live external assessment and 

corresponding mark scheme. 

 

 

Q1 Explain the use of one example of non-diegetic sound in Clip A. 

 

This question was generally answered accurately although there was often 

confusion between diegetic and non-diegetic. It is important that all learners are 

aware of the correct technical language across the range of the specification, even if 

this does not directly relate to their chosen sector. It is also important that learners 

are encouraged to explain the reasons why things are happening within a text, 

especially as it relates to the command verb within the question. 

 

This response gained 2 marks 

 
 

Whilst this response is brief, it is correct. The laughter is placed there to allow the 

audience to know that something funny has been said, it is a prompt. 

 

This response gained 1 mark 

 
 

Here, the learner has indicated only that laughter is an example of non-diagetic 

sound and whilst they correctly indicate that this has been added to the clip they do 

not explain its purpose.  
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Q2 Canned laughter is a convention of the sitcom genre. Identify two other 

conventions of sitcoms. 

 

There were variable responses to this question. Some learners seemed confused by 

the notion of codes and conventions as related to genre study and this is something 

that should be given a clear focus. 

 

It is understood that genre evolve and their associated codes and conventions 

change over time. This has been taken into consideration when awarding marks 

and was reflected in the mark scheme. Some consideration was made to the 

proliferation of American sitcoms that learners may be more familiar with and 

therefore clapping or applause has been allowed. However, it was felt that 

references to breaking the 4th wall or filming in front of a live audience were too far 

from the norm to be rewarded, conventions being the excepted or ‘conventional’ 

way of doing things. 

 

This response gained 2 marks 

 
 

Although there are a few typos within this response, the learner has identified two 

clear and standard conventions of a sitcom, limited characters and limited sets. 

 

 

This response gained 1 mark 

 

 
 

One mark has been awarded for humour, whilst this is somewhat weak, sitcoms do 

feature humour and it is a convention of the genre. However, opposite personalities 

appear throughout media texts and not just for comedic effect. 
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Q3 Explain one example of how camerawork is used in Clip C. 

 

It was pleasing to see how many learners could identify camera shots and use 

appropriate terminology, especially as not all learners will have studied moving 

image production. Responses tended towards description rather than considering 

the impact or the effect of the chosen angles and/or movements which limited 

learners from accessing the second mark. There were many references to editing 

techniques such as cross cutting or shot reverse shot, these were not rewarded as 

they are incorrect identifications of camerawork. 

 

This response gained 2 marks 

 
 

In this response the learner has correctly identified a camera movement and the 

reasons why this has been used for the particular scene. The learner understands 

that the camerawork allows us to follow the characters actions and reactions which 

in turn helps us to gain an understanding of the narrative. 

 

 

This response gained 1 mark 

 

 
This response is over simplified, there is a tracking shot used and these shots do 

follow a character/s, however, these is no reason or explanation provided, only an 

identification. 
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Q4a Explain one example of how costume and/or props are used to represent 

the character of Bubble. 

Q4b Explain one example of how dialogue is used to represent the character 

of Bubble. 

 

These questions were linked as they both related to that character of Bubble and 

how she had been represented within the scene. There were two distinct ways in 

which this was done and therefore two, 2-mark questions were provided. Whilst 

both elements tended to be answered accurately, because Bubble’s costume 

contained the American flag there was some confusion about Bubble being 

American and patriotic, often despite being identified as having a ‘Northern’ accent.  

 

There were a few effective interpretations of the use of props and costume, such as 

the headphones indicating she was lost in her own world and detached from 

everyone else and the fact that she seemed to be playing ‘dress up’ like a little child 

would. 

 

This response gained 2 marks and 2 marks 

 

 
 

These responses reflect careful consideration of the use of colour within the 

costume and the dialogue between characters. Bubble has a loud, extravagant and 

outgoing personality and her clothes mirror that. The way in which she is spoken to 

by other characters, ‘slow and deliberate’ clearly indicate someone who requires 

extra attention to ensure they stay on task. 

 

This response gained 1 mark and 1 mark 

 

 
 

The learner has identified some correct character traits, however, has failed to 

explain how these have been represented within the clip, therefore they have only 

received one mark for each response. 
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Q5 Explain two examples of how props have been used in Clip D to represent 

Edina’s wealthy lifestyle in the 1990s. 

 

There were a number of props within the clips that learners could have referenced 

such as the champagne, the computer and the automatically restocking fridge. The 

shopping bags, casually discarded, were also noticed by many learners. Whilst 

reference to the furnishings and gadgets was allowed, the size of the house was not 

as this is a set and not a prop. Similarly, there were many references to designer 

clothing which were not awarded as these are costumes and not props, however, 

benefit of doubt was given to items such as jewellery and handbags and these 

could loosely be interpreted as props.  

 

This response gained 4 marks 

 

 
 

This learner has identified two props that clearly indicate the wealthy lifestyle of 

Edina and their explanations as to how this is the case are valid and well 

referenced, therefore, full marks have been awarded. 

 

 

This response gained 2 marks 

 
 

 
 

This learner has only made one correct identification and explanation in their first 
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response which relates to the Champagne. The response relating to costume is 

incorrect and as a result has not gained any marks. 

 

 

 

 

Q6 Explain two ways editing, camerawork or sound  are used to create 

meaning in Clip B. 

 

This question was responded to well and many learners were able to identify the 

use of a range of techniques that allowed the footage to be matched and merged, 

to hark back to a ‘bygone age’. Some learners repeated the idea of the footage 

being made to look old, but that was accepted as long as they were able to identify 

how this had been done.  Some more thoughtful responses included analysis of 

editing techniques to create meaning, eg eyeline match and cross cutting. They 

were also able to identify it clearly within the clip and provided clear explanations. 

 

This response gained 4 marks 

 

 
 

This learner has identified both editing techniques and the use of sound within the 

response. They have clearly noticed the old Pathe News style that has been used 

and picked out examples of these from the text. For example, the damaged black 

and white film and the poor-quality sound, as well as the old-fashioned voice over 

used to replace dialogue and provide narrative. 

 

This response gained 2 marks 
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There is only one correct response here and this is within the second response 

where the learner identifies and explains how the editing makes the footage seem 

old and authentic. Benefit of doubt has been given that the learner is referring to 

the scratchy, black and white effect that has been used to match it to the original 

footage from the era. 

 

 

 

 

Q7 Edina and Saffy are mother and daughter. Compare how Saffy and Edina 

are represented in Clip C 

 

Many responses focused on the use of clothing to represent character. However, 

there were some good responses which related to the use of body language, such 

as Edina’s expressive and expansive way of communicating as compared to Saffy’s 

hunched seated position. Some of the more successful responses explicitly 

referenced the sense of subversion of stereotypes and provided detailed and 

thoughtful exemplification from within the text. Learners that did particularly well 

also made reference to the grandmother within the scene and how she could be 

‘norm referenced’ as a typical old lady that fits a perceived stereotype. 

 

 

This response was level 3 and gained 10 marks 
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In this response, the learner has drawn a number of examples from the text and 

used them to exemplify how the characters have been represented. Reference has 

been made to costume, expression, dialogue and interpersonal relationships as 

well as the correct use of media terminology. 

 

 

 

This response was level 2 and gained 4 marks 

 

 
 

This learner has correctly interpreted the characters and the way they have been 

represented. They have made some limited references to props and costume to 

support their observations. However, the response is rather limited throughout and 

make no reference to appropriate theories and uses little media terminology, it 

therefore remains in the bottom mark band. 

 

 

 

  



14 
 

Q8 Discuss the effect of subverting stereotypes using any media texts you 

have studied. 

 

A large number of learners seemed to either be unaware of what subversion meant 

or did not understand what was being asked of them. A number of responses 

simply discussed the creation and use of existing stereotypes within media texts, 

these were commonly referenced to comedy texts as these are often where 

obvious stereotypes can be found.  

 

Those learners that did accurately discuss subversion often made use of the clips 

from Absolutely Fabulous within their responses. However, they often did not 

consider the reasons or effects of this either on the text or on the audience. The 

learners that did not respond particularly well also failed to make use of relevant 

theories and media terminology. 

 

This response was level 3 and gained 8 marks 

 
 

This response uses two different texts to exemplify understanding and makes 

accurate and appropriate reference to suitable media theories. Their meaning 

hasn’t always been made explicit however, which is why they have remained at the 

bottom of the level 3 mark band. 

 

This response was level 1 and gained 2 marks 

 
 

There is very little being said in this response and there is no specific text being 

referenced to. The learner has made some rather generalised comments which 

relate to the use of stereotypes within media texts and little or no relevant 

understand of subversion of stereotypes have been shown. 
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Q9 Explain what is meant by the term ‘decoding a media product’ using one 

example from any media text that you have studied. 

 

The majority of learners were able to show that they understood decoding and 

many referred to it as being an active process of analysis. However, it was the 

responses that made reference to interpretation that showed the greater 

understanding. Learners that gained two marks provided effective examples of 

decoding with reference to a specific media text, generalised examples that made 

no specific reference to a text were not rewarded. 

 

This response gained 2 marks 

 

 
This response correctly identifies that the audience must interpret the meaning 

within the text, it provids a suitable example that has been explained 
appropriately.  
 

 

This response gained 1 mark 

 

 
  
This response identifies what is meant by decoding, however, there is not 

example text provided. 
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Q10 Analyse how the character of Patsy has been represented. 

 

Responses tended to focus on how costume and tone of voice has been used 

throughout the clips to portray Patsy in a certain light. These are all valid but 

needed to be backed-up with exemplification and explanations in order to access 

the higher mark bands. There should also be some awareness and use of 

appropriate media language within the responses. Some higher level responses 

made good references to Patsy as an opinion leader and being portrayed as 

dominant within the group of women with whom she interacts. 

 

This response was level 3 and gained 10 marks 

 

 
 

The learner has picked up on a number of ways in which Patsy has been portrayed 

as wealthy and upper class through the use of costume and tone of voice (in 

particular the use of RP). She is seen as being arrogant and bossy through her 

interactions with her friends and her unpleasantness in her interaction with Saffy. 

The learner has used suitable media language and bought their discussion to an 

effective close. 

 

This response was level 1 and gained 3 marks 

 

 
 

This learner has provided a very limited response which makes some assertions 

and attempts to explain them through a few examples such as costume and access 

to ‘hi tech’ equipment. Patsy’s promiscuous nature has also been identified but the 

explanation of why she has said what she said is incorrect. Marks have been given 

for the points made and an attempt to provide an explanation. 
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Q11 Using any media text that you have studied, discuss how age has been 

represented. 

 

There were a number of responses that focused on Absolutely Fabulous rather than 

taking the opportunity to introduce texts studied in class, again this is valid and 

learners have not been penalised for using the stimulus materials. However, by 

using material that they are more familiar with learners could be more able to 

access the higher mark bands.   

 

Responses tended to focus on stereotypical representations of age with a lack of 

consideration of how representations are constructed beyond the things that 

people do or their role in the narrative. Some references to technical aspects of 

construction would have been beneficial and would have helped learners to access 

the higher mark bands. 

 

This response was level 2 and gained 7 marks 

 

 
 

This response does tend to rely heavily on the stereotypical portrayal of different 

ages within a media text. The character choices are valid as is the choice of text as 

soap operas often have people from a range of age groups interacting within each 

other, being as it is a snapshot of the interrelationships between families and 

friends. There is a lack of reflection of technical aspects or media codes that would 

have enhanced this response and the learners has made an appropriate reference 

to dominant ideologies. The overall lack of depth has kept this response in the 

middle mark band. 
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This response was level 1 and gained 3 marks 

 

 
 

This learner has used a couple of texts and made valid points about them, however, 

there is no exemplification or explanation. The learner has not linked their 

response to any particular aspect of media theories or debates or any technical 

codes, it is therefore restricted to the lower mark band. 
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Q12 Using any media texts that you have studied, evaluate the way media 

texts either challenge or reinforce dominant ideologies. 

 

This question was a demanding question and many learners misunderstood what 

dominant ideologies refers to. Many learners used newspapers as source texts 

which was inherently limiting and unhelpful as the complex ways newspapers 

construct or work to their own ideologies meant learners could not really engage 

with the concept of dominant ideologies within society. 

 

Current issues, such as terrorism were used regularly as they are in the forefront of 

the public’s consciousness. It could be argued that the statement ‘all Muslims are 

terrorists’ is no longer a dominant ideology given the wider discussions around the 

fact that the opposite is in fact the case, a small number of malcontents being seen 

as giving the religion a bad name. Therefore, using this as a starting point led 

learners to inadequate or inaccurate responses as they failed to evaluate the 

changes in the viewpoints of society and discuss the potential influence this may 

have on current ideologies. 

 

It is important that learners realise and are able to communicate that the notion of 

dominant ideologies can be somewhat fluid. They should be able to express this in 

their responses, offering some exemplification. It is also essential that learners 

make reference to specific texts within their responses rather than just ‘the 

newspapers’ or ‘television’, examples should be clear and concise and provide 

support for their assertions. 
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This response was level 4 and gained 18 marks 

 

 

 
 

This learner has provided a wide range of specific texts within their response and 

clearly explain how and why these are relevant to their view point and discussion. 

The only issue within this response is a lack of summation, where they would have 

bought their discussion to a conclusion and summarised their points and/or 

arguments. 



21 
 

This response was level 2 and gained 10 marks 

 

 
 

The learner addresses the question and has provided both generalised and specific 

examples within their response, as well as an attempt at a conclusion. Overall the 

response is too broad and has not been sufficiently developed at each stage. 

 

This response was level 1 and gained 4 marks 

 

 

Here the learner has made an attempt to identify a couple of dominant ideologies and 

explain, using examples, why they exist. However, the focus lacks relevance at times and 

little understanding is being evidenced within the response. 
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Summary 

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:  

 

 Use appropriate technical language throughout your responses, ie. Use the 

correct names such as transitions, cuts, fades, shot types and angles etc. 

 Tailor your response based on the command word in the question, eg. 

explain will require an expansion of a point, discuss requires looking at both 

possible points/arguments, evaluation will require some form of conclusion. 

 Use the number of marks awarded as a guide to the depth of response 

required. 

 Be clear about terminology used in the specification as these words will be 

repeated in the exam paper, eg edits, camerawork, use of sound. 

 Know the different theories and theorist and be able to apply them to both 

seen and unseen texts 
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