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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 2 Development of Children’s Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills

(31598HX)
Level 3
Grade Unclassified
N P M D
Boundary Mark 0 1 22 36 50
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Introduction

This is the Lead Examiner Report for 31598 Unit 2 Development of Children’s
Communication, Literacy and Numeracy (BTEC Nationals EYE) November 2020

The unit is mandatory and is assessed externally using a seen case study.
There are three unseen tasks on the paper which learners are asked to
complete within the given time period.

The first external assessment of Unit 2 took place in June 2017 and
assessment of the unit is now well established, with no changes having been
made to the mode of assessment since June 2017.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

e The number of entries in November was lower than the average cohort

and so the performance details in this report refers to a much smaller pool
of responses.

Overall examiners were pleased to find evidence of centres encouraging
their learners to use the pre- release materials (case study) to help them
develop their ideas and notes with which to complete the assessment.
Examiners noted an increasing number of learners continue to thoroughly
read the case study and research specific aspects which in turn assists
them in providing appropriate responses to the three tasks, for which they
are credited.

Examiners saw some very good examples of how learners had provided
justification by using theory to support their recommendations and
rewarded them accordingly.
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Individual Activities

Activity 1 - p. 6
Activity 2 - p. 12
Activity 3 -p. 17
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Activity 1

In the response below, the learner has explained and linked the theories of
Vygotsky, Bruner and Skinner to communication. It is evident that the learner has
knowledge of the three theories and as a consequence is able to apply them
appropriately to the task. Detailed knowledge of theory is crucial if learners wish
to engage the higher mark bands.

Good use has been made of the suggestion of ‘available funds’ in the case study
which has provide the learner with free range to select, apply and justify a range
of resources such as story sacks and flash cards which are appropriate for the
age group. Resources have also included human resources and activities, all of
which have been justified, however in this instance the use of educational
psychologists has not been credited due to the time constraints under which the
children are attending the setting. Finally, the language rich environment is
addressed although the section is brief. Here the learner could have taken up the
opportunity to include the theories of Bruner or Chomsky as justification, as this
ensured it is fully applied and engages Band 4. All three aspects are age related
and appropriate.
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Activity 1: Ofsted report response

The head teacher has just received Emmersdown Village School’s latest Ofsted report.
The quality of provision in Key Stage One is good but some areas such as literacy and
communication require improvement. The report states that to meet Key Stage One
requirements the provider must:

ensure the teachers at Key Stage One can use theories to promote the development of
communication

+  provide the children at Key Stage One with an appropriate selection of resources to
promote their reading
build a language rich environment to support the children at Key Stage One.
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Produce a report responding to Emmersdown Village School’s latest Ofsted report,
making recommendations to address issues raised. Justify these with reference to
early years theory.

ﬂ{i&b(f[ﬁ(ﬁt[’\ ........H]:«:.frlw::(.{......A.M,.’.Lszf..lf‘l to Hr‘lu dfM’{”g)tPuW{'" i
. TRyl AL ety tle ondt A e bl ALECCE L"{(Ci-wﬁf
oM OO0 - S T R A T et s St e

T Lk

Ehf—r (O QMK AR il upmeik. ¢ b 85 S ... gr.l_t.f:].;ﬁzfi .......................

fld 0y 5 bha s ol g foal taperatfdaon. vhgndt. Chalelni i i 9 ;

be able o gnogs with Foadeth fo learn. e 9M.q_qcc_.f_If{.9{.._....ﬁ:;.@..h............

VY SIHL NI ILM ION O

?
[ o langaage pmch et and  adwlti havs 0 adapl-
1
|
i
|

P Scapgetoins - fcatfotding J§ e pecigus that T jyvow (el

| bk 0 (0 mMOnL 1 ML, S reluelel G plifizsd

, KoL
prdaieleg . e Heeny (am adio L (nfo Hie terloy oy

biy Loty Good puloHEWCps mlch cleddrapp §O

YAYY SIHLNFILIEM LION-OG &

/% ek e o SE Hual Fupposds. . (0L (A O{I?L&/(cf}o

| ol iapm et
Chen b 05 Vegertiay . e et pelotna e thpt Clfelnga (revrre(
; e /,ec.:fwf"{

6

- O O O A
P 6 3 56 2 7T R AUO0 6 2 0

@ Pearson



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2011 Unit 2 - Development of Children’s

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills (31598HX)

—

Homg . geicad nkeca b, duddnon amd pedin a) app reidiud \‘
’ feom )
el ity (geran  Hgeaghe ad wlhy it fornt; DY A

. Fecaedf .
adL peateM . Fi monlel kaow tHhoet chagelnein

e oA
Lo 6~ ygal  Srand fo kapgiiian £ W _ T

( Sagging thaouaitl alouel ) 10 (e pmnod (Aapine Hroug b

‘DO NOT WRITE 1N THIS AREA.

Clowfel o HST s stll exprepiong el gl cclowed .
. Tetcciies - . ’
bt f, peatiRaet cqp (deadify ke dlagedd and....

can Ffanrt £ peach hapn 46 M plane.

Choamer alio platyt...an St parduid. pant. 0. (IURUMAC L 20n

denelepraedt . Teccliecs o (oot abact POFCHAL | eyt for cemt et

Posii- v M.t'#‘t{‘OV(,ﬂmeM meeuty  f° newiedd thy closld. e e

...... = {

ane. ey Somd fhaing qooed, Whach | n o b nd L oMo ag

thewn. to oo (f Mok s for inghecn e, exaecupty or pom Hine nluppeigun it

'DONOTWRITEINTHISAREA

FQcheed. detar AR S 0 SHha R, LS Pl ebinel. Fhen. Sfant Fe ihadln
o A lbading . Gl e podd (ufiaia. fallaing o vy

fead plrastd o Lorttend 0 aned paluacl, Hug U Inap et e

cominitnatatLan. deneloppag et

it §l .
T..am. alle Pusgeeting fo weet the fundi. b ek in o

(electiun. op. mafznncys. O AR fueay mm&hﬂﬁ . At

Cvalel b J’f’—ow faela S o Thele. cnsg. e Lo et ety #0

angese antl fupricrt.. e chalelacen . Stord faebng ane @

DONOTWRITEINTHISAREA

1 ,

facid | e Hend Huak pelade (0 0 bovls in tha peiry Sttt
‘ q#_{rﬂtu'q.(—-{

Thewar...riacl e el2. oloj ke ,v(oﬁ?c aagl. Mo el - for syanple,

7

A 0000 0 A0 Tumover
P €& 3 5 2 T7TRAU0T 20

@ Pearson



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2011 Unit 2 - Development of Children’s

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills (31598HX)

\ , r
e ‘e Cfrcm? U 4 @Mu ,leqtp{“ Hremed f?.d}‘\-(,lf fuck . e b«o{

A bl b/vd/e,{m;. ........ f.dﬂr{.ff-,/.mj_.(p and. thecaqoteed (an b pgeoA

B o enally Wl bhe. shong 1 goingg bk aljo e posties.. .

prtpesttinas uch . e Laingdl N mpnde ! ede . 0ther
ALEAL reLS

o CoMLA bt o hosns Jmcﬁuw.p{aﬂzcmcb\f ¢ figm-{ el ed

t

ba.a. plefrcet Gon. Sead amd the wecH. ! Beew. ! unolsineett

W3 SIHL NI ILIYM 10N 00

T cbaaft{ne i fapm et }-am("aczm,’m. worely . (lufdoman in KoL

| I

shondd s able. be stend peadcng anple ptegtinas. an o I

i (18d al. becks u»zof.e{p,endmb#% L el e g é‘:ﬂ(y-{’&( £ =3 yasud

g0y 0H. k2 TAS _inath puro f’?cué it aned (cby o rLpifibina  andd

sty

rvymd,. Hieed ol alie el o be prehunes fo Lonk wacely

Ul Ao 6.2 T 2o Yo aed pall 2ugrg punt (ompar, e

R e

anttl tf1ere frchinia nclod—eed 4o Hinere oab o the ocelsmana
7 ‘ primulalt

+

ff-“’i/f?‘ CaClf ape & duu et pugnavin fo hopt AL Lt

yIMYSIHLNIZIMM IONOG

Ipptth and languesr, vk chyects  f gp e aned wni/j_Lw E

wiotdd [ apel  founes on meuibay pedi ndiig  guel
L M ! 1

?’{-am A N

Cfhes ragacdted cam fiqefuela  (uEeriesfing , ¢l wi O

genpce Teos Theee ani o fmeid genp.. G duld s (E-1z)
inbvins Wy ﬁﬂ?}'

dgwmat?fwda(onqxdﬂma%ﬁxfpw ....... f. maenainsy. aned ok | o
leatle. o Condloned - This smescos piag e diecs uque ib QUpprt Hyan . t

_@
R
:
3
:
£
&
2
=
VIHY SIHL NI LM 1ON - OCQ

the nuetnst 9oupd. B feee Tyl foous on maqovdve l

- I

@ Pearson



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2011 Unit 2 - Development of Children’s

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills (31598HX)

[ . fole = anen — Glaot & . Hpeona §1 .
: at_{.(,-(

_.})“WM J.a f—b,\;,f« ‘f.euMoCsfua  Lf !{;au/{,a crant ﬂ-m,u;ly?{,(n Y ek a,_ﬁz(?, ,,,,,,,,,

szz(&a{uw e bl el that promet puadang  fuch o

m?ﬁ /——/—"

blauel fzm B well o form e wad, Yol govgy ane N

iy b-ft/;;-e{ﬁéu.'u-( bhacoc A, of K gl anef et ey

¥
Cideloain in (ST ghonted b= abde 0
e fetde i aned. A Seitmedd d__t{ﬂ.(r.&it{a

DO-NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

Cofa o 0del /.'Ltuf&r ane]_dep e g Cpbavn o epis  Afpoteprre-fe 15 ARG AL P

CHYe v #Ufeiced e ald o he. Epacieloss Pﬂ}-é{ﬁzﬁ?wf_etf& ek

i an Zeleccafrned | Poychelogart . Ty epetdaclas o fasguecge

cruth lea g o zﬂx‘ﬁﬁctc(f&w' ’@m e (i fe ayen {fp L’&.Lh’[}
Ghalifies. tmsl_Hatie fo (o1 tbracet a CUppant pyspean., Lor inglante

i b e uded aqeeel fo foriy oy Phoise amamiiid =
{{W(.{’ , /
Had s s dind 2. Kuens e [eundy op, +ekfer Itk oa Blat | fov

DO NOTWRITE IN-THIS AREA
=
r\.

g
Q-h
=X
*E
e
5
R
4
S
M
Esa
2
S
Y
&~
N
d3§
s
-]

B T bl st s coqraia plpenaindd A5 L e st

st !—i'{ P fi‘u_.hg St V-t’&‘-f_?f ol dt of s ("{;;.LX: T .Y’ cf,u-utj

daicideppant . AF 4Hid izﬁw,.,ﬁguf flnaded. br abli . (oK
ot Leoliy /m/ffpmo/unf%_a ..... S

Zoalce fuggeyt 0 eyt a fa{mgo{MO{A ALl NI AL 5N
(415t

e chalelien pt ST . A [angibge ity Lot fonma it

|
GF labtlliel oldpplayt | pocd bebiiad  anel cceiied fac adeclaiy- |
2xtco palp i~

(Total for Activity 1 = 20 marks) E

|

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

9

N 20 5 Y00 Turm over »

U



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2011 Unit 2 - Development of Children’s

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills (31598HX)

‘4(1"!‘#@‘{“&4 { : OFSTED b{t;mr’zr—f—

for ingrenc, amy poeters o dicgeenas Choudef hene L (abels
4o for Chulolriin fo Sland netog oy Lelfter amef wocd  formats
ﬁiv;qﬁmfam&‘qﬁ woclt . s nwidd help Hpoa (eds o wive g/(u,(
WO UCICT - O o botth - Word bawinp arc ey _.@ﬁ;w,um
becavpe the g thufduwn e pratpiid and amt the (fape o
(Onim o pyecole - fpetial apeed fov »"/I{OLO{L'VL?_ anel m/m',u}/t%t TS
tnep erdant - Thepa ol d bo o part o a dfans (v st it
booltd proind' el aumel takie acrvpctl Hye 20 LA Fh g 1Y
WLk - T8 pasle e AHOINLUS £lfe kNG, e pot (enld
must he (i unid me pefco pupniveds ghadd pe pltradeecd.

Cleddoan in KSE ams 4ty Lo 4o mweocd bocvtdy el z’-égz,o{
co Quet n A gl MFOIMAATI Cast e fartipe paef feona o
boota . Thii Sypperts Praget af he plapef cladclnsin Gime coidtne
[earued guel Hhusg can (e tE preanay Jom Hped

L pladLLtety

A fanequege mih esmtamiannd pmment hedol Lol +0 a
(hdd 4 he Gole fo ruecd  pueomsdatly . #a £ fqudeats
pald hapd a phont O fugaing o ek wheed iy il gt B
ot (cem necdd tp Fo YU wodf .

[/1/.:’ wiil pe Wigdflney  Hou 7] gaf/a,u o e i Yo //{c.tu
wanenwct - Viu asne bewn geaded gooel .

The response above gained 18 marks

11



L3 Lead Examiner Report 2011 Unit 2 - Development of Children’s

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills (31598HX)

Activity 2

In the response below, the learner has used the case study to provide an
appropriate response. She has noted that the children are only at the school on a
short-term basis and has used this information to create a timely plan to deliver a
programme using phonics, the theory behind which has been applied well. The
learner has also appropriately addressed Kes' stage of development and ensured
the actions are appropriate. The learner has provided some quite sophisticated
reasoning as to the choices made for which they have been credited by the
examiner.

All aspects have been addressed, the learner could however, have provided a little
more detail in relation to writing skills to address all of the task. Had she done this,
it is likely the examiner would have awarded full marks for Activity 2.

12
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Activity 2: Child case study

Kes has recently joined the reception class and is nearly five years old. His family will
move again in six months’ time and it will be difficult for the school to implement any
long-term support.

Kes is not meeting his expected targets in literacy and has only just begun to recognise
letters. Mr Khan intends to work with him over the next few months to develop his
literacy skills.

Produce a set of actions which Mr Khan can use to develop Kes' literacy and writing skills
over the next six months. Justify the actions with reference to early years theory and
best practice.

(20)
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Activity 3

For Activity Three learners are to design two activities, which are age appropriate.
On the November 2020 paper this was addition and subtraction for five to six year
olds. There will always be an additional factor to the two activities, which in this
case was to develop extension activities which the child could do with their parents
to build learning at home.

All activities should be initially safe, with further potential health, safety and
safeguarding measures being given credit. The role of the practitioner is also
required.

This particular learner has provided two appropriate activities which are age
related. The aims of the two activities are clear, the learner has then provided a
detailed account of the activities and the materials used. The role of the adult is
well explained as is are the extension activities for the parents. The activities are
both safe, but the learner has also included potential hazards such as choking and
provided ways to overcome these.

The justification is provided by citing relevant theory e.g. Bruner and Vygotsky,
which is linked to both the activities. Theoretical links are developed and justified.

Overall the work is succinct and well-focussed and yet every aspect of the task has
been addressed.
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4 )
Activity 3: Designing activities
Design two age appropriate activities for the children in year one aged between five and

six years old to encourage the use of adding and subtracting. The activities should also
provide extensions to encourage parents to build on their child’s learning at home.

The activities should use the setting’s resources and include the role of the adults. Justify
your actions by linking best practice to early years theory.
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The response above gained 28 marks
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Summary

e Centres should continue to deliver the entire specification, this is particularly
the case with numeracy, which should be given equal weight in delivery to
literacy. Examiners noted that some learners lost valuable marks because
they did not have the knowledge to develop age related activities for addition
and subtraction for children aged between five to six. Some learners created
activities for example for shape and measurement which unfortunately could
not be credited.

e It is important for learners to have a good understanding of the theory and
how to apply it to the particular tasks. Centres should note that it is unlikely
that just stating a theory without application and in particular repeating the

theory in the three tasks is unlikely to take learners out of level one banding.

e The responses provided for Activity One fully demonstrate that centres are
providing appropriate guidance to learners to address all three sections of the
task and use subheadings, this tends to enable learners to group their ideas
together and provide clear well thought through responses. Centres should
now concentrate on encouraging learners to apply theory throughout Activity
One as this provides justification and enables them to achieve further credit.

e For Activities Two and Three, it is especially important that learners read the
task thoroughly, a number of learners are still ignoring the age range which
these tasks target and as a consequence cannot be awarded the full credit
they deserve.

e For Activity Three, centres should continue to encourage their learners to
practice developing age-related activities for literacy, numeracy and
communication, to ensure learners can access the marks they deserve.

e The inclusion of health and safety considerations within Activity Three is
increasing evidence that learners are taking health and safety considerations into
account in the design of their activities.

e Centres can access the Sample Assessment Materials including the Marking
Grid and Specifications on the Pearson Qualification website.
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