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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 

occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 

qualifications website at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html for our 

BTEC qualifications. 

 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html 

 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help 

of a subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson. Their 

contact details can be found on this link:  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/teachers.html 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at https://www.edexcelonline.com 

You will need an Edexcel Online username and password to access this service. 

 

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 

 

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in 

every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 

100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high 

standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more 

about how we can help you and your learners at: www.pearson.com/uk 
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Grade Boundaries 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 

grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at 

Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that 

they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure 

learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the 

external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different 

parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if 

we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take 

accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html 

 

Unit 2 Development of Children’s Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

(31598HX) 

Grade Unclassified 
Level 3 

N P M D 

 

Boundary Mark 

 

0 

 

11 22 36 50 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
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Introduction  
 

• This is the Lead Examiner Report for 31598 Unit 2 Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy (BTEC Nationals EYE) November 2020 

• The unit is mandatory and is assessed externally using a seen case study.  

There are three unseen tasks on the paper which learners are asked to 

complete within the given time period. 

• The first external assessment of Unit 2 took place in June 2017 and 

assessment of the unit is now well established, with no changes having been 

made to the mode of assessment since June 2017. 

 

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

• The number of entries in November was lower than the average cohort 

and so the performance details in this report refers to a much smaller pool 

of responses. 

•  Overall examiners were pleased to find evidence of centres encouraging 

their learners to use the pre- release materials (case study) to help them 

develop their ideas and notes with which to complete the assessment.  

• Examiners noted an increasing number of learners continue to thoroughly 

read the case study and research specific aspects which in turn assists 

them in providing appropriate responses to the three tasks, for which they 

are credited. 

• Examiners saw some very good examples of how learners had provided 

justification by using theory to support their recommendations and 

rewarded them accordingly. 
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Individual Activities 
 

Activity 1 – p. 6 

Activity 2 – p. 12 

Activity 3 – p. 17 
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Activity 1 

 

In the response below, the learner has explained and linked the theories of 

Vygotsky, Bruner and Skinner to communication. It is evident that the learner has 

knowledge of the three theories and as a consequence is able to apply them 

appropriately to the task.   Detailed knowledge of theory is crucial if learners wish 

to engage the higher mark bands. 

Good use has been made of the suggestion of ‘available funds’ in the case study 

which has provide the learner with free range to select, apply and  justify a range 

of resources such as story sacks  and flash  cards which are appropriate for the 

age group. Resources have also included human resources and activities, all of 

which have been justified, however in this instance the use of educational 

psychologists has not been credited due to the time constraints under which the 

children are attending the setting. Finally, the language rich environment is 

addressed although the section is brief.  Here the learner could have taken up the 

opportunity to include the theories of Bruner or Chomsky as justification, as this 

ensured it is fully applied and engages Band 4.  All three aspects are age related 

and appropriate.   
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The response above gained 18 marks 
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Activity 2 

In the response below, the learner has used the case study to provide an 

appropriate response.  She has noted that the children are only at the school on a 

short-term basis and has used this information to create a timely plan to deliver a 

programme using phonics, the theory behind which has been applied well. The 

learner has also appropriately addressed Kes’ stage of development and ensured 

the actions are appropriate.   The learner has provided some quite sophisticated 

reasoning as to the choices made for which they have been credited by the 

examiner. 

 

All aspects have been addressed, the learner could however, have provided a little 

more detail in relation to writing skills to address all of the task. Had she done this, 

it is likely the examiner would have awarded full marks for Activity 2. 
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 [ 

The response above gained 14 marks 
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Activity 3 

For Activity Three learners are to design two activities, which are age appropriate.  

On the November 2020 paper this was addition and subtraction for five to six year 

olds. There will always be an additional factor to the two activities, which in this 

case was to develop extension activities which the child could do with their parents 

to build learning at home. 

All activities should be initially safe, with further potential health, safety and 

safeguarding measures being given credit.  The role of the practitioner is also 

required.   

This particular learner has provided two appropriate activities which are age 

related. The aims of the two activities are clear, the learner has then provided a 

detailed account of the activities and the materials used. The role of the adult is 

well explained as is are the extension activities for the parents.  The activities are 

both safe, but the learner has also included potential hazards such as choking and 

provided ways to overcome these.  

The justification is provided by citing relevant theory e.g. Bruner and Vygotsky, 

which is linked to both the activities.  Theoretical links are developed and justified.  

Overall the work is succinct and well-focussed and yet every aspect of the task has 

been addressed. 
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The response above gained 28 marks  
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Summary 
 

• Centres should continue to deliver the entire specification, this is particularly 

the case with numeracy, which should be given equal weight in delivery to 

literacy.  Examiners noted that some learners lost valuable marks because 

they did not have the knowledge to develop age related activities for addition 

and subtraction for children aged between five to six.  Some learners created 

activities for example for shape and measurement which unfortunately could 

not be credited.  

 

• It is important for learners to have a good understanding of the theory and 

how to apply it to the particular tasks.  Centres should note that it is unlikely 

that just stating a theory without application and in particular repeating the 

theory in the three tasks is unlikely to take learners out of level one banding. 

 

• The responses provided for Activity One fully demonstrate that centres are 

providing appropriate guidance to learners to address all three sections of the 

task and use subheadings, this tends to enable learners to group their ideas 

together and provide clear well thought through responses.  Centres should 

now concentrate on encouraging learners to apply theory throughout Activity 

One as this provides justification and enables them to achieve further credit.  

  

• For Activities Two and Three, it is especially important that learners read the 

task thoroughly, a number of learners are still ignoring the age range which 

these tasks target and as a consequence cannot be awarded the full credit 

they deserve. 

 

• For Activity Three, centres should continue to encourage their learners to 

practice developing age-related activities for literacy, numeracy and 

communication, to ensure learners can access the marks they deserve.  

 

• The inclusion of health and safety considerations within Activity Three is 

increasing evidence that learners are taking health and safety considerations into 

account in the design of their activities. 

 

• Centres can access the Sample Assessment Materials including the Marking 

Grid and Specifications on the Pearson Qualification website.  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
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