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Grade Boundaries

What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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Level 3
Grade Unclassified N
Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 11 22 33 45
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Introduction

This was the second summer external assessment series of the new specification.
Learners appeared to be better prepared compared to the January 2019 external
assessment series and centres and learners are to be commended for this.

The question paper follows the format identified in the sample assessment
materials. The paper is split into four activities. Each activity requires learners to
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of different aspects of research. This
includes research methods, their advantages and disadvantages, the implications
of the research for individuals, early years' settings and the wider society. Marks
for each activity are allocated in accordance with the specification design.

Each of the questions has been marked using a ‘levels based’ approach to
assessment where the overall quality of the response is considered rather than
the specific number of facts stated from the indicative content, although this does
have a bearing on the quality of the response. More detail can be found below in
the individual question section of the report.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

Learner performance varied throughout the paper. Learners need to show
knowledge and understanding of research methods and their application in early
years' practice. Both depth and breadth of information is needed in order to fully
address the demands of the paper.

The first activity requires learners to review the stimulus material (an article about
the teaching of cursive writing in the early years’). The article is informed by a
literacy review undertaken by the author. Learners are asked to comment on the
research method used (ie. a literacy review) and to compare this with the
methods used in research that they have sourced themselves. Marks are available
for work related to both sources, with additional credit being awarded for
learners able to provide comparisons and conclusions.
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Activity 2 requires learners to develop their ideas by relating the issues and
conclusions in the article to their own secondary research.

Activity 3 requires learners to consider the implications of a key finding of the
report (the level of children’s physical development) when developing a strategy
for teaching handwriting in early years’ environments. The response should
include reference to the article and information from information they have
found themselves.

Activity 4 focuses on research practices needed to investigate the teaching of
handwriting early years' classes, and learners are required to critique a research
proposal, making suggestions for improvement where necessary.

Throughout the paper, where learners were able to show application of their
knowledge and were able to access the higher mark bands for the activities.
Where basic knowledge was evident, but little application was demonstrated
within the responses, learners were not able to access higher mark bands and
this was reflected in the marks.

It should be note that responses were of a good standard, with many learners
able to access the paper effectively. Learners were able to demonstrate an
understanding of research practices and offer realistic critiques of these as well as
making suggestions for the application of findings within a classroom
environment.
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Individual Questions

Activity 1

Learners were able to identify some or all of the research methods and types of
data collection used in the stimulus material and comment appropriately on the
reliability of the research methods used. The authors of the paper had used
findings from studies conducted several years/decades ago, and many learners
were able to pick up on the currency of this information. Stronger learners were
able to show an understanding of the strengths of the findings as well as
identifying the disadvantages.

Most learners made clear reference to research papers and articles that they had
sourced themselves and were able to provide comparisons and conclusions
about the research methods used in these papers. Learners who accessed the
higher mark bands were able to compare the research methods used in the
research that they had sourced with those used in the stimulus material and
draw conclusions on the reliability of the findings in the different sources used.

The work shown below demonstrates a comprehensive approach to this
question.
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Activity 1 |

One of the research methods used to inform this article was a review of previous studies |
about the development of continuous cursive handwriting.

How has the literature review method been used to inform this article compared to other
research methods you have found when looking into the issue?

Your answer should include:
other methods of research used to explore the issue

the reliability of the research methods used.
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Weaker responses did not refer to the source material at all, or made little
reference to additional material sourced by the learner. Many learners did not
identify that a literature review was a method of research and therefore showed
little understanding of the way this had been used to inform the source article.
These learners referred to the research methods used by researchers in the
papers, discussing these methods, not the method of a literature review within,
their work.

Reference to other methods used to investigate the issue on continuous cursive
handwriting, and comments on reliability and validity were not always included.
Where these were presented, work was superficial and not supported. Learners
struggled to distinguish between material that had been produced by research
studies and general information provided in news articles or other sources which
were not based on research findings.

12
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The example below provides an example of work that fails to address key areas of
the question:
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Activity 2

Learners needed to show an understanding of the issues that influence the
teaching of continuous cursive handwriting in the early years that were identified
in the source article. They should have discussed these in relation to the findings
in their own secondary research. For example, physically the child should have
established motor sequences before they can develop a ‘consistent writing flow’.
This was a conclusion drawn from the source article and learners were required
to discuss this in relation to their own findings.

Work for this activity gained marks across the range of the mark bands, although
the majority of work was achieved in mark bands 1 and 2, as many learners were
not able to provide appropriate examples and support these with research
findings.

Work that achieved in the higher mark bands cited a good range of secondary
sources and made clear links to the primary source material. Relevant
comparisons were made and explained, demonstrating a good understanding of
the relationship between the two.

The example below illustrates the links between the source material and learners’
own findings.

17
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Activity 2

The research article explores the issues that influence the teaching of continuous cursive
handwriting in early years. The article states ‘Establishing correct and consistent motor

W OQ

sequences from the start is optimal for developing automaticity (a consistent writing
flow) ...

How do the issues and conclusions in this article relate to your own secondary research?
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Weaker responses demonstrated some relevant information however, this was
limited in relation to the links between the learners own research and the source
article. Learners were able to make some reference to the issues and conclusions
relating to the teaching of continuous cursive handwriting in the early years.
Some links were made to secondary research sources, although this information

was not always relevant. Weaker responses contained conclusions which were not
supported.

The work below is an example of this:
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Activity 3

Most learners were able to describe the implications of the research in respect of
current classroom practice. Some learners were able to show an understanding of
the implications of teaching continuous cursive handwriting through a discussion
of the challenges faced by children and teachers. They were able to relate this to
the developmental stages of the children and to their research findings.
Rationales for their suggestions and recommendations for change were included.

The work below provides an example of work that addresses key areas of the
question:
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Weaker responses demonstrated a limited understanding of the implications for
teaching continuous cursive handwriting in the early years. Learners were not
able to identify relevant points or make reference to appropriate research
information. Where suggestions were made these were not supported or
justified. No suggestions for changes were included.
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The work below provides a
n example of .
areas of Activity 3: P a response that did not address key
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Activity 3

One of the key findings of the article was that 'children who mature late may not be
ready to produce the movements which continuous cursive writing requires...

What are the implications of this key finding for developing a strategy for teaching
continuous cursive handwriting in the Reception class?

In your answer you should refer to the article and your own secondary research.

wena AL HIMM LON Od

Wikh W Ky flme\-yﬂ o Yee . oaboele ef pr‘Jo A bfu‘)3
Haoh “Children.  Lsne mabore  lembe oy nob. e reoduy o
procuoe Hhe mouamonts . ek, ... Conbiuens CurdUse
Lonbing . PGS’ Nere  ore.  Mons. . bmpucablon of .Hus
fer  dnedopong O Bhrabegq fer . Jeaching Conbuueus
Gl honduntbeg . o Kro  recopboen . hers. One ofF Hwese
tplecabiing. . Mmas e bhab fertng. . Children.. watbia. me ef

¢ cardanabion. .. CMBE! Culbies . koo masy . Creabe. o range cf
BTV I ST problems. uoith wonbong..and resSulk . On..Oua
oML, Yo domg &7 Ths  meons brah  Hhe chutd . 45Nk
Qong) 1o oand.. re do cb (F bhey orf ﬂ)miﬁu}'\% MLoNNG
bhody” The . obaec. chiddeen Csonk Loanb te do b eibhar.
A _mebhed... . to... ouer Cane drose m\@uca}wu woould
be o . heodn.. the . recepbion OSSO OSter. More
oS Perm. of...bonbang Pash. . Sudh.. 08 PranuSenpb...
psdeon . As . theres odded - odwendede ol - Semple
forms. . Haob. . Hherts...no...un Jeaming . FO be...Clone.:

pies U AR MR

28



fBTEC L3 Lead Examiner Report 1906 Enquiries into Current Research in Early
. Years Practice (31599H)

Activity 4

The majority of responses for this activity met the requirements for mark band 2.
Higher scoring responses achieving mark bands 3 and 4 demonstrated the
learner's understanding of essential aspects of research processes, including data
protection, reliability, validity, sample size and implementation practices. Learners
were able to critique the suggested research plan and suggest ways in which it
could be improved, taking into account essential aspects, as mentioned above.
Suggestions for change were appropriate and well supported. Links to the case
study were evident.

The example below shows how more marks can be accessed when learners
demonstrate an understanding of research processes and include details of how
these should be effectively implemented within this activity.
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Weaker responses identified some research processes and showed a tenuous link
to the plan suggested. Some responses identified key elements in the process,
such as validity, reliability or data protection, although they were not always
related these to the plan suggested. Some learners were able to link their
comments to suggestions for changes to the research proposal.

The work below is a completed response for this activity. The work demonstrates
limited understanding of the requirements of the activity, with some implied links
to the proposal.

47 I At AL Ye

G ~|‘ i1 O s AL L “A O . A, '.(_\". ! '

36



EBTEC L3 Lead Examiner Report 1906 Enquiries into Current Research in Early
. Years Practice (31599H)

F
Qs U Shows where Chiddren.. OUt . .Shrug@ung...fom
HNe OpssenNaNnonN SO Indr. Proch/honess. oS ool e
hetp by compierug...0 ChWUNLZA _Winere  Ine.. olhud olvesd

NeA  Urnpperoyenme i . on  celtoawvn.. Mtan. O 0T

YOO )V ‘\‘v’z,} .
PN =
- HOWEATA U0 W) TRONATAN =€5\\e ] NAL. SN
W o o Sshod  Somple Stze Compoucd. . FO. . . ommes

FESCOECES

o & 7 .5 L\ vnare Seen Lo o i
teReouTiny. G My oe . porenincidly.  uNUSed-DL€
dve X Ime Fack. W CeennyC Invoinc..o. yongl Or
MU T Sn— COWC&A Y U Al eeny. SON00\S: ;‘ o)
Hwn, doongeén toold e ok N place  t0

QoM. Correlt wnformmahim.. Yor. € xompPre , t\0e

" PobLISNel

egter 0F Hne research . mouwy . 9o 10 fravel. . +O
Wi

Adlfferentr SONtoISs.. e ganN ..o NSILONT. . SR

"

WO TR OVCIoLoK. Aumbuny: .. O CuA clen o /A

Shrugglng oM Wnaen C,\t‘ﬂktmq ceAwvnLes  for s

WO ProchivonuS. need o, comaAclurs . tha . [radtors

Wi
~ A - g - -
HoaeA T 5(:’\&*1“@ vp _aGwimes. . 2—4 LS v"kC\l\Lj PApPOACNE

ik a _cmld nasS.  an addifonal need . +natr e

Prattihener 1> . OWdaC A0V . NOW. 10 SVU.LRoT:

Hnem witinin e ’-;.('"H- \n() 4 (/ C Nne NN (,) A P;CJ CNovV\er
cOuld U0 fo spppord..o..Chilid. Wi AR @ e
addioind | needS 15 W©ave one Yo Oore Suppord
clossSes Ouvt O Cdoass "OuCs by ..ACUNY. HS. ) DO ¢

oOJT . Ce\ve o LOWS.. O NS A0S chvio 1S

17
e s
0 O 0 —
P 6 4 4 4 1 AO01 7 2 0

37




L3 Lead Examiner Report 1906 Enquiries into Current Research in Early

:.BTEC Years Practice (31599H)

CACVOOAUALNG. @y OnEartl ko wWinoer Mioe UL o

5 _SArugaung ony

A WSS
I\'_'_ el s +1S 6 )-:\ athnfenes nee o ;L". § IS

Ao the Onds  RWQiedsS  BEUS . Ak ity TS
Or on KSSONS and ik 15 Tve PIOCHAS JCb 1D

AT Iy q | S

SLMS ‘IV",!: e USOTE 100 TV 1S wWIHNG SYOPpONa

. ‘:\'. ;‘ "ﬁ;" ¥ ‘.' ‘_h-l.l ' I\‘.‘ |

YOS

l._‘!\"‘\.,‘_-‘lh‘

= S
Mg TenndS  overall  ae@iopmene . s Quaag wos
o | ' “.‘
laceN from W Guardion by owjan M 21 Iy)

38



EBTEC L3 Lead Examiner Report 1906 Enquiries into Current Research in Early
. Years Practice (31599H)

Ssummary

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:

e Have a basic understanding of different types of research methods

e Be able to review and comment on particular research methods in relation to the
information provided

e Show a clear understanding of key issues such as validity, ethics and consent when
planning or reviewing research findings

e Be able to refer accurately to current regulations and legislation, including data
protection, in their work where necessary

e Be able to evaluate research findings and draw realistic conclusions

e Understand that research findings can be influenced by external factors, such as
cultural norms or expectations

e Be able to make links between research findings and the implications for early years
practice

e Be able to show an understanding of the links between research findings and wider
society

e Be able to communicate their ideas and understanding in a logical way

e Be able to address specific points within the appropriate activity
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