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2006 LOTE: Chinese First Language GA 3: Examination

Oral Component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Generally, students in 2006 demonstrated a range of ability and proficiency in the Chinese First Language oral
examination. The majority of students were well informed about the examination procedures, and their sub-topics for
the Detailed Study covered a wider variety of information than in previous years. Many interesting topics were heard in
the examination and a large range of resources was used by students.

A small group of students were not sufficiently well prepared to deliver an effective presentation. Also, the style of the
presentation was still an area of concern, as there were a number of students who presented an informative speech
instead of an evaluative one.

Students are reminded that they should not mention their names to assessors.
SPECIFIC COMMENTS

Section 1 — Presentation
The one-minute introduction was generally well presented by students. The topic, sub-topic, aspects and resources used
were successfully outlined within the time limit. However, a very few students had no introduction to their presentation.

Many students demonstrated a thorough preparation of their topic, presented a good range of information and opinions,
and delivered their speech fluently and confidently. A small group of students demonstrated exceptional language
proficiency and linguistic skills.

Some students were not able to support/elaborate on information, ideas and opinions with evidence. Some students
lacked good, logical reasoning and some showed little evidence of preparation.

The following were some good topics heard in this examination.
o REBHEEZFHIEH A
o U ARG K
o AR ERIFMERIAAN
o NAZMKE BAR AL P E AL
o FNRAFRHESFE S I EEEE) )
o HUINIZSZ BN
o RICAHERN T E S RED
o PEMVLEfTIE
o TIUHBANARE
o HEHIEEXTH DA A K 52
o BHARREAL
o /NOMT NMESG A HUE ) A EOK
o ZFMTEEDGIANT] 2N

The following topics were found to be inappropriate by the assessors.
o REIiL
o RIHBIHREHH
o HMWE-—H RIS

. HFREA
. VUELE
o FEZUM

o EAIEANA
o PRI IR RORAL A
o R RIMEFAIAMIER
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Timing and control were once again a problem. A large group of students did not finish the presentation within the five-
minute limit, while others finished in less than three minutes.

Students are reminded that recitation is not an effective way to present the speech in the oral examination. Reading from
prepared notes is also not allowed in the examination.

Section 2 — Discussion

Overall, the majority of students maintained good communication with assessors, demonstrating a good level of
preparation. A small group of students presented an impressive range of highly relevant information, and were able to
clarify, elaborate on and defend their opinions and ideas in depth.

However, many students had difficulty exploring the discussion and were unable to develop their ideas and opinions in
a more thorough way. A few students showed no preparation for this part of the examination.

A small group of students used resources that were not from the field of Chinese Literature/Arts. Foreign novels,
personal experiences and Internet articles are all inappropriate texts for this examination.

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

The 2006 Chinese First Language written examination remained in the same format as 2005 and most students seemed
able to cope with it in terms of the time available.

Some students performed well in the Listening and responding section; however, many students were not able to take
down all the required information and a large number mixed up the information, especially in Questions 5 and 6.
Students need to read the questions carefully and need to know how to take notes in the column provided.

Section 2 — Reading and responding is a significant part of the Chinese First Language examination. This part of the
examination requires students ‘to use Chinese to synthesise information and ideas for a defined purpose, audience and
context, from two texts written in Chinese” (Chinese First Language VCE Study Design, page 31). Students are
expected to demonstrate ‘knowledge and skill in analysing information from written texts’ (page 31).

In this part of the examination students are being asked to synthesise the information contained in the two source texts
provided. The best answers use these source texts to create a new text that covers the significant points raised by the
stimulus texts; they do not simply summarise the two texts, one after another. The best students do not simply ‘lift’
lengthy pieces of text from the stimulus texts, but instead offer a third text that is crafted so that the specific question on
the examination has been addressed.

In 2006, most students understood the task, the required text type and writing style, and identified the required points.
Good students responded to the task and followed the directions given, and hence did more than simply copy the
language already used in the stimulus texts. These students wrote their answers in such a way that they suited a new
purpose and text type and fulfilled the new requirements of the question. Such answers demonstrated that the specified
assessment criterion ‘appropriateness of structure and sequence’ had been fulfilled.

Less proficient students relied on the source texts very heavily, possibly because they were less proficient in Chinese or
less confident in the examination. These students’ responses could not be given full marks as their synthesis did not
answer the precise question posed on the examination in a fluent or coherent manner.

In Section 3 — Writing in Chinese, many students preferred to write evaluative tasks rather than imaginative tasks.
Students who chose evaluative tasks demonstrated a good understanding of the text types and writing style required, but
some of the students failed to understand the issues in the tasks and did not respond appropriately. Students who chose
imaginative tasks showed good imagination, but others failed to write well-structured stories that were appropriate for
the specified audience.

The use of incorrect Chinese characters, including wrong characters and mixing simplified characters with traditional

characters, as well as exceeding the character limit, were common problems. Students also need to improve their time
management in the examination.
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SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Listening and responding

Section 1 was worth a total of 25 marks. In this report dot points are used to indicate the basis of an answer. However,
in the examination, for Questions 1, 2, and 3 students could answer in dot points or full sentences, while for Questions
4, 5, and 6 students were required to respond in full sentences.

Text1

Question 1
o BRI IAS il
o HFIHIHES, ML, 252 LR A
o Ty R SO A P SR Y EE R R

Question 2
o LMK, B RIRSCE, Bk
o LUGHIKEW], BUC, Ao £y sk, RSO
o JUIMMERANTES RN, TP, A TFSAER R AL

Question 3
o R ATORMEE GO TS0, WERTE, ST S
o SR T E A AL

Question 4
o FTHRFEEFYASWAE, PFra E BB M S # A Pl goAmT
o EEAN, ZRZK, M, HREWAT BIREEANALLE

Question 5
o [y DA A B
o BRGSO, AR SR SO B VR
o KT ST SO RE

Question 6
o HVERIR, BARTESIBT IR, BRVETTIE M AT B
o CHEEBRBEIANE RN, AN AER” BHTAEREs) T

Section 2 — Reading and responding

Section 2 was worth a total of 30 marks. Many students failed to identify all the required points. Students need to know
how to construct their work around the task and reorganise the points according to the task. They also need to
demonstrate their analytical skills in order to synthesise points in a new text type.

Key points from Texts 2 and 3 included the following.

o SN, SRMLRRRAMA, G “RrgE R D
AR, AR, AR L, i AT )
HA NG AE, ORan s an, 2om, RS, BEm)
RICEIIMN, R SIRIE S, (W AT )
SWRANE 4T RN RS A AR SE LAV IR K, BB T
AT LASREIE R 52 155 FR 38 SKOMDHS oK R i
KASH, ks, &pbist, RNMZAE
A RE AR, Cre “ONRIIZK” SOk “miK” D
TRE DB, Clare /N 7O
R EE S, e ZRFTED
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Section 3 — Writing in Chinese
Section 3 was worth 25 marks. In this section, most students seemed to have a good understanding of the required text
types and writing styles.

Criteria
HOEER, WRAIRE S, AW, A2, PPESCONE R T THEREE WP, AR SO YRR .

Question 8
Many students did not read the task carefully and failed to understand the background of the task. They discussed the
advantages and disadvantages of using English in general instead of the use of English at international conferences.

Question 9
Some students displayed some excellent ideas, but many seemed to forget their audience and failed to convert their
ideas into good stories.

Question 10
Many students showed a good understanding of the issue raised in the task, but some were unsure about the format of
the requirements of the text type indicated by the task.

Question 11
This was a popular task, but many students failed to focus their story on a specific scenario. A lack of detailed
descriptions was a common problem.

Question 12
This task seemed to be the most attractive task for students and many students chose to do it.
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