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Helpline

A toll free telephone service operates to assist schools with their queries about the AIM Years
3, 5,7 and 9 Testing results. This service operates from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday to Friday.
After 5:00 pm and on weekends and public holidays, a message service operates. Help can also
be accessed via email at: vcaa.aim.help@edumail.vic.gov.au

AIM Year 9 AIM Testing Information Line

For queries about:
®  reports to parents
*  access to results data
*  passwords
*  generating reports.

For assistance with:
* interpreting student results and school data
o general queries about the AIM Year 9 Testing.

Contact the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority
on Freecall 1800 648 637

Principals and teachers should feel free to use the AIM Testing Information Line at any time.

Information on AIM Testing can be accessed on the
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority website at:

Dates for 2007 AIM tests
Year 9 (to be confirmed) Mathematics 1 May
English 2 May
Years 3, 5 and 7 Mathematics 31 July
English 1 August
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Introduction

The AIM State-wide Testing Program in April 2006 assessed students of Years 9 in English (Reading,
Writing and Spelling) and Mathematics (Measurement, chance and data, Number, Space, and Structure).

The Year 9 AIM 2006 Data is available for schools to access on the Internet, via the VCAA website. The
student and school results from all State-wide Tests from 2003 to 2006 are accessible to schools on the
website. Schools must use their own unique login and security password to access their results.

The student achievement levels and distributions for the state and ‘like’ schools shown on the
sample reports and in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not necessarily
reflect actual performance in the Year 9 AIM 2006 tests.

Privacy Statement

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is committed to the protection of student
information generated by the Achievement Improvement Monitor (AIM) assessment program. All
personal information collected during the AIM program is used in accordance with the Information
Privacy Act 2000.

In order to conduct the AIM, the VCAA collects names and achievement data of all students who
undertake the Year 3, Year 5, Year 7 or Year 9 tests. The VCAA also collects information on gender,
language background, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status of students.

The VCAA uses the student information provided by schools to report to parents on their own child’s
performance. These data are also provided to the school to assist principals and teachers to analyse the
effectiveness of their school programs and to identify an individual student’s strengths and weaknesses.

The principal should ensure that all student details and results are kept confidential.

Reporting material

The reporting package delivered to schools contains:
e covering letter to the principal containing the school individual login
* aYear 9 AIM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data

e individual reports for parents of Years 9 students (see Section 3, pages 33-35).

The VCAA uses the student information provided by schools to report to parents on their own child’s
performance. These data are also provided to the school to assist principals and teachers to analyse the
effectiveness of their school programs and to identify an individual student’s strengths and weaknesses.

The principal should ensure that all student details and results are kept confidential.

The reporting package delivered to schools contains:

e covering letter to the principal containing the school individual login

* an AIM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data

e individual reports for parents of Year 9 students (see Section 3, pages 33-35).

* parent pamphlets — Parent Reports — Information for Parents

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data



Glossary

Data presentation

Box-and-whisker (box plot) format

Some AIM reports use a box-and-whisker format to represent
the range of student achievement in the specified criterion.

The shaded box represents the middle 50 per cent of the student KEY:
scores for the particular group (state, ‘like” school, etc.). The a0th percentile

middle score (median) for the group is shown by the black bar. _
75th percentile

The box plus line segments (whiskers) show the range of scores

achieved by the middle 80 per cent of the group. median

25th percentile

‘Percentile’ refers to ranking a group on a 0 to 100 (percentage)
scale. Students in the 90th percentile will have a performance 10th percentile
which is equal to or better than 90 per cent of the particular
group to which the data refers.

Median

The median or mid-score (50th percentile) is the value where half the scores are above it and half below it
(e.g. the median of 8, 9, 11, 14, 15, 16, 18 is 14).

Mean

The mean (or average) is the total of scores for all members of the group divided by the number of
members in that group (e.g. the mean of 8,9, 11, 14, 15, 16, 18 is 13).

Standard deviation

Standard deviation (SD) is a measure of the spread of scores around the mean. A larger SD indicates a
wider spread of scores. The range of + or — one SD either side of the mean contains about 68 per cent of
scores, and + or — two SDs either side of the mean contains about 95 per cent of scores.

‘Like’ schools

The concept of ‘like” schools is used in some of the AIM reports so that schools can compare their own
results with results from schools that have students with similar backgrounds to their own students. The
method of grouping used for a school depends on whether the school is a Victorian Government school,
Catholic school or Independent school.

Victorian Government schools

The state has been divided into nine groups of schools based on the background characteristics of
students. The groups are identified by the proportion of students for whom the main language spoken at
home is not English, and the proportion of students who receive the Educational Maintenance Allowance
(EMA). Victorian Government schools will be reported against their 2006 ‘like” school group. The
school’s ‘like” school group number is printed on Report 3 and information on all government schools
can be accessed on the Department of Education and Training website:

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data
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Select the ‘Like School Group’ Details 2003 link at the bottom of the page for a list of all schools and their
‘like” school groups (you will need Microsoft Excel to view this file).

Catholic schools

The “like’ school grouping for Catholic schools is the aggregation of all students in Catholic schools.
Catholic schools can therefore compare their results relative to all other students in the state or relative to
all other students in Catholic schools.

Independent schools

There is no ‘like” school grouping for Independent schools. Independent schools can compare their
performance relative to all other students in the state.

Other Terms

AIM Achievement Improvement Monitor

ATSI Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

LBOTE Language Background Other Than English

Standards Victorian Essential Learning Standards

Domain Areas of knowledge, skills and behaviours considered essential in the education and

development of students.

Dimension Within each domain, the different concepts of essential knowledge, skills and
behaviours are organised into dimensions.

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data



Scoring Results
Calculation of scores for Writing, Spelling and Mathematics

Year 9 reports

Writing scores for Year 9

There are two components scored to generate valid Writing scores:
o the Writing Test

e short-answer questions.

To be given a score for Writing a student must complete at least the Writing Test.

Spelling scores for Year 9

There are two components scored to generate valid Spelling scores:
e Spelling (questions 35 to 48 of the English Test)
¢ Spelling in the Writing Test.

To be given a score for Spelling a student must complete at least the Spelling questions in the English
Test.
Mathematics scores for Year 9

There are two components scored to generate valid Mathematics scores:
e Mathematics Test 1
e Mathematics Test 2

To be given a score for Mathematics a student must complete at least one of these tests.

Note: If a student has completed part of the assessment, but has not done enough to be given a score, the
results for the component completed are still reported in the school results in Report 2.

National benchmarks

AIM Parent Reports for Year 3, Year 5 and Year 7 show national benchmarks in Reading, Writing and
Mathematics. National benchmarks are levels of achievement agreed upon by the states and territories
across Australia to be the minimum acceptable standard at particular year levels. At this time, national
benchmarks for Year 9 have not been established.

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



Section 1: VCAA Data Service and
Results Service

Access to the AIM Data Service

The AIM State-wide Testing student results and school data are available on the AIM Data Service
webpage.

To access this website from an Internet browser go to the VCAA website at:

<
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m Re
elcome 1o the Victorian Curriculuen and Assessment Autnority

(VCAA] We e responsibie for the provision of Righ quatty
CUMCUIIM 30 a333sment programs for 8 studems in

perdermances
2006 VCE Exams

Examination Tenetable

On the left of the screen, click on ‘AIM’.
On the AIM screen, in the body of the text, click on “AIM Data Service'.

This screen will appear:

Click on ‘AIM Data Service” system login

You will see the login screen.

Warning - this systern i provided for the use of
authorised parsonnal only

User 1D: ]—
Password: [

on_|

Enter the school identification login name (User ID) and password received from the VCAA.
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Note: The school login name (User ID) is contained in the covering letter in the Reporting Package. The
unique password for each school has been sent under separate cover to protect the confidentiality of
student data. Passwords are case sensitive.

This screen will appear:

Change Passwerd | Holp | Glose

AIM Reports Parameters

" | ® Year s panct b paper teat

Reparng Yess [

Note: When a school logs on to the AIM Data Service, the test frame on “AIM Reports Parameters ‘screen
will be customised to the level and type of tests completed by students at that school so the screen will
vary depending on the tests attempted by students in that school in the period 1999 to 2006.

The drop down screens will also match the testing history of the logged in school.

For 2006, the ‘Reporting Years’ menu will offer 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006. The ‘Report Name’ menu will
contain the reports relevant to the level and type of testing for the logged in school. Check the table
‘Summary of reports availablility’ on page 12 to see which reports relate to which levels and types of
tests.

Changing the password

The school identification login (User ID) is a permanent name which has been programmed for the
school and cannot be changed. The password may be changed by accessing the ‘Change Password’
option on the top right of the initial “AIM Reports Parameters’ screen.

a AIM Data Service -- Web Page Dialog

Change User Password

Warning: once you have changed your password you
should use your new password for subsequent logins
to both the VCaA Assessment Online website and the
AIM Data Service wabsite.

oOld Passwerd:
Hew Password: I
Ra-anter Password: |

This brings you to the ‘Change User Password’ screen.

Note: This password also applies to both the VCAA Assessment Online website and the AIM Data
Service website. Principals or their delegates should be the only personnel with authority to change the
school password.

If a password is lost at the school level, the principal must contact the AIM Helpline on Freecall 1800 648
637, or by email <vcaa.aim.help@edumail.vic.gov.au>.

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



Accessing a report

Start from the initial ‘AIM Reports Parameters’ screen (see page 6).

To select a report:

1. Select the required year level and test type in the test frame

2. Select the year for the reports from the ‘Reporting Year” drop down menu

3. Select the report required from the ‘Report Name’ drop down menu.

VICTORIA COLLEGE Help | Close

AIM Reports Parameters

Test:
‘ ¥ Year 9 pencil & paper test |

Reporting Year: [200g -

Report Name: [ =

Student Achievement Level Repart
Report2- Student Response Repart
Report3 - Group Summary Report

Report 4 Short Answer Respanse Report
Report 5 - Wititing Summary Report
Report® - Schoal Summary Report

Report 7 - Five-year Trend Data Report
Report - School Matched Group Comparison Report
Report @ - Student Comparisan Report

Report 10 - Student-School Comparison Repart -

When a report is selected, additional parameters will be displayed, as shown below for Report 3.

FICYORIN SLLEEE Ghange Passwond | Help | Glose

AIM Reports Parameters

Tants
& Year 8 pencl & paper test

Raporting Yesr [, -]

Raport tiames  [fpann . G Summar lires =

Assign Students (o Classes |

= Stadunts

L T — |

preview Report | Clear |
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Selection Criteria

When the screen updates, a number of radio buttons are shown next to selection criteria. The available
selection criteria vary depending on the specific report. Selection criteria may include:

¢ Group selection

This section allows reporting on specific students by gender, LBOTE and ATSI. To choose, simply select
one or more of the optional radio buttons.

¢ Class selection

Reporting on a particular class, set up previously by the school, can be generated by selecting a class
from the ‘Class Code’ drop down menu. See page 9 for details on how to assign students to classes.

e Student selection

Some reports allow reporting on all students, or one specific student by selecting the required name from
the ‘Student Name’ drop down menu. Click on the down arrow and select the required student.

¢ Domain/Dimension selection

This area allows the choice of all or one specific dimension or domain for some report types. For the
Student Response Report (Report 2) this area allows the choice of a specific learning area and how it is to
be sorted (by item order or difficulty order) by choosing from the ‘Order By’ drop down menu.

¢ Year selection

The School Summary Report (Report 6) provides a drop down menu that allows reporting on the current
year and the four years previous to the Test and Reporting Year initially selected. If 2005 is the selected
Reporting Year then reports for 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 or 2005 can be accessed by choosing from the Year
drop down menu. Click on the down arrow and select the required year. For Year 9 tests, since 2006 is the
first year that Year 9 AIM State-wide Testing was conducted, there is no data to report on for years prior
to 2006.

* Filters

The Student Comparison Report (Report 9) enables filtering of a student list to examine the results of
students with a specific range of achievement levels (see page 27 for further details).

To close a report screen or a preview report and return to the initial “AIM Reports Parameters’ screen,
click “Close’ in the top right of the screen.

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



Assign Students to Classes function

This function can be accessed from the initial page of any of the reports.

The “Assign Students to Classes’ function allows the creation of classes or groups and the assigning of
students to the classes.

Click on the “Assign Students to Classes’ button. This takes you to the “Assign Students to Classes’
screen.

<
0
>
O
0
o
2]

Help | Close
Assign Students to Classes _0;
<
Save | Undo Changes | Create / Delete Classes | —
0
Sumame Eirst Name Year Gender LBOTE ATSI  Class
BILLSDON DAVID 3 M ] il m m
BYRNE STEPHANIE 3 F N I CET m
COMLAN ANMNE Kl F N N HEW -
COMNOR RHONDA 3 F ] il lﬁ
CREW BELINDA El F M il lﬁ
cuLL RETER 3 M N L |
DEMNIS AMME El L ] il lﬁ
EDWARDS LUKE 3 M ] il lﬁ
GREGORY GILL 3 F N N lﬁ
GREY MARY E F N ' |
HOPKING ZOE 3 F hd il lﬁ
LEWIS MOELEME 3 F hd il lﬁ
MILLER RAY 3 F N " lﬁ
HAYLOR, EDWARD E M N ' |
MOLAN DAMIEL 3 M Al Y lﬁ
PERRY LARRY 3 M ] il lﬁ
PETERS KEVIN 3 M N I |
FYAN INGRID Kl F N N lﬁ
SANDERSON TERRY 3 M ;] il lﬁ
TAM TAMARA Ed F ] il -
Previous Page Mext Page

Alist of the names of the selected group of students appears on the screen, and the ‘Class” drop down
menu is available to the right of each student name.

If schools have provided class information through the Pre-enrolment program, this
information will be included in the AIM Data Service next to student names.

The classes or groups can be created using the ‘Create /Delete Classes’ button on this screen before the
class names appear in the ‘Class’ drop down menu. A class can be deleted at any time by clicking the
‘Delete’ column next to the class name.

Click the ‘Create/Delete Classes’ button and follow the directions to create classes. Please note that class
names can only consist of three alphanumeric characters, e.g. 9DK.

Help | cClose

Create / Delete Classes

Enter New Class Code: | E——
Select Reporting Test: [vaar & pencil & paper test =1 Clear
class Code Reporting Test Delete 7
Aas vear 3 pendil & paper test Delete
zzz vear 3 pendl & paper tast Cslats

Previous Page Mext Page
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After the required class or classes are created, they will appear in the ‘Class’ drop down menu next to the
student name. To assign a student to a class, click the arrow in the ‘Class” drop down menu and highlight
the class chosen then save your changes by clicking the ‘Save’ button.

Note: Students do not have to be assigned to a class unless a report is needed for that particular group of
students.
Previewing and printing reports

When the required report has been chosen and the appropriate criteria selected for the report, click on
the ‘Preview Report’ button on the bottom left of the screen. This shows how the final printed report will
appear by displaying it on the screen.

The functions available from this screen are displayed on the top right of the screen:
Preview All Pages | Print 1 Export | Close

‘Preview All Pages’ enables you to view all the pages of a longer report on a single screen.

‘Print’ enables you to print out part or all of a report. Check your print page layout before printing the
reports. Reports 1, 3 and 5 are best printed in portrait layout while all the other reports should be printed
in landscape.

“Export’ enables you to send the report to MS Word where you can store it, or place it in another
Microsoft Word or Microsoft Excel document. ‘Export to Microsoft Word” will only work with versions of

Microsoft Word 2002 or later.

‘Close’ closes the ‘Preview Reports’ screen.

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



Section 2: AIM Data Service Reports

The AIM Data Service provides up to eleven reports covering current year results, five-year trend data
and comparison data on Year 3 to Year 5 students. When a school logs on to the AIM Data Service, the
AIM Reports Parameters’ screen will be customised to the level and type of tests completed by students
at that school.

List of Reports and Functions

The AIM Report Name Menu has up to eleven report options.

e Report 1. Student Achievement Levels Report - provides summary information on
results for either one student or for a group of students. This report can be printed
out in graphical and tabulated formats (see pages 17-18).

¢ Report 2: Student Response Report - provides detailed information on results for either
one student or for a group of students (see pages 19-20).

e Report 3: Group Summary Report - compares all students and subgroups of students at
the school with the same groups for the state and ‘like” schools (see page 21).

* Report4: Short Answer Response Report — summarises results for groups of students
by strand and shows where school results vary significantly from the state
(see page 22).

* Report5: Writing Summary Report - summarises group performances on Writing tasks for
each Victorian Essential Learning Standards level (see page 23).

* Report 6: School Summary Report - displays results for student groups for each year
from 2000 to 2006 across all available dimensions. Since 2006 is the first year that the
VCAA has conducted AIM testing for Year 9, no data is available for Year 9 prior to
2006. (see page 24).

* Report7: Five-year Trend Data Report - displays trend data for student groups linking
performance across the five years for each dimension tested (see page 25). Since 2006
is the first year that the VCAA has conducted AIM testing for Year 9, no trend data is
available for Year 9 prior to 2006.

¢ Report 8: School Matched Group Comparison Report — compares the results for
students in a school who undertook the Year 9 test in 2006 with their results if they
also undertook the test in Year 7 in 2004 (see page 26).

¢ Report 9: Student Comparison Report - presents, in tabular format, the Standards level
achievement of students for 2004 compared to 2006, for students who undertook the
Year 7 test in 2004 and the Year 9 test in 2006 (see page 27).

¢ Report10: Student-School Comparison Report - shows, for an individual student,
Year 7 results in 2004 compared to Year 9 results in 2006. This report also shows the
student’s performance in 2004 and 2006 relative to other students in the state and
other students in the school (see page 28).

e Report 11: Student Ranking Comparison Report - shows, for an individual student,
the student’s ranking relative to all other students in the state in Year 7 for 2004
compared to the student’s ranking relative to all other students in the state in Year 9
for 2006 (see page 29).

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data 11



Summary of reports availability

Year 3 Year 5 Year 7 Year 9
Report . . . AIM .
Report Name Pencil & Pencil & Pencil & . Pencil &
Number Online
Paper Paper Paper Paper
Student Achievement Levels
1
Report % % % % %
2 Student Response Report (V4 v (V4 V4 v
3 Group Summary Report 4 (V4 (V4 v (V4
Short Answer Response
4
Feport % % % % %
5 Writing Summary Report V4 (V4 (V4 V4 (V4
6 School Summary Report (V4 (V4 (V4 (4 (V4
7 Five-year Trend Data Report (4 (V4 (V4 v (V4
School Matched Group
8 . v v
Comparison Report
9 Student Comparison Report (V4 v
Student-School Comparison
10
Report ‘/ ‘/
11 Student Ranking Comparison v v

Report
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Report 1: Student Achievement Level Report

This report provides data for individual students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

These reports show the performance of individual students in the school in each area assessed. This
report can be printed for all students in a group or for an individual student. If the graphical radio
button is selected, the report is printed as a graphic box-and-whisker representation, or if the Tabular
radio button is selected, the report lists the numeric Standards levels achieved by each student in each
dimension tested.

The Tabular report also indicates individual students above, below and close to the national benchmarks
using the key: A = above national benchmark level, B = below national benchmark level, C = on or just
above national benchmark level.

Please note that there are no national benchmarks available for Year 9 in 2006.

Example of Year 9 Student Achievement Level Report in graphical format:

Date: 270472008
Time: 10:03:14 Abd

Key

90th percertile
T5th percentile
rnedian

25th percentile
1 0th percentile

Standard

APPS, JASON

VICTORIA COLLEGE

Report 1 - Student Achievement Level Report
AlM Pencil & Paper 2006
(rear Level: 9, Class Code: All, Gender: All, LBOTE: All, ATSE Al

Standard - ARMISTEAD, SHAUN

E

~amw oo

= w @

e

T T
R w

Standard

BEAMES, JAMES

T T T T
=3 Mt R L = ]

Standard  BELCHER, ANMIE

o

LT

T4
11
ol
HT#

e

R W

Sandard  BIGNELL, MATTHEW

s Mt R ity 5 ]

Standard BROVWRNSTEIN, HAMMNAH

SR =

T T
R w

T U T T T T
=3 Mt R L = ]

R-Reading W -Writing
THIS REPORT USES THE VICTORIAH ESSEHTIAL LEARHING STAHDARDS SCALE

5-Spelling M - Mathematics

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data

The student’s Standards achievement
level is indicated by the dark circle.

The box-and-whisker graph indicates the
distribution of Standards achievements
for all students in the state (see page 2).
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Example of Year 9 Student Achievement Level Report in tabular format:

Date: 100272008
Time: S:d44:14 PM

VICTORIACOLLEGE

Report 1 - Student Achievement Level Report

AIM Pencil & Paper 2006
(ear Level: 9, Class Code: All, Gender: All, LBOTE: All, ATSI: AllY

There are no Mational Benchmarks available for Year 9

Student Name

APPS, JASOR
ARMISTEAD, SHAUN
BEAMES, JAMES
BELCHER, AMRIE
BIGHELL, MATTHEA
BROVYRSTEIM, HAMMAH
CHISHOLM, JACQUELINE
CREES, JESSICA
CURRELL, SAM
DOEYER, LUKE

DY RHONWEN, BREMDUAN
FIMEL , ERIR

GUMR, LETITIA,
HAMEGRAAF, WIWIER
HASSETT, MICHOLAS

HIMTUR, LEANME

READING HB | WRITING HB | SPELLING HB | MATHS HB
43 + 40 40
55 ] 56 61
] ] 48 61
3 60 61 57
4 56 44 45
3 61 ] 60
55 53 49 55
70 6.4 60 ]
49 44 48 60
49 45 44 47
57 ] 61 54
43 42 48 44
52 ] 51 61
45 53 48 53
5 5 5 5
6.4 65 65 56

(*) Student

ME = Mational Benchmark

ahzent for the outcome.

A = ahove benchmark B= helow benchmark

C = on of just shove benchmark

Page: 1 of 2

Example of Year 9 Student Achievement Level Report in graphical format:

Date: 100342006 VICTORIA COLLEGE
Time: 5:42:30 PM Report 1 - Student Achievement Level Report
AIM Pencil & Paper 2006
(ear Level: 9, Class Code: All, Gender: All, LBOTE: All, ATSI: AllY
Key:
90th percentile
7&th percentile
mnecizn
25th percerntile
10th percentile
Standard APPS, JASON
B~ a
b
5 =
-]
n
4+ t
3 T T T T
R W S 1
R - Reading W - Writing S - Spelling M - Mathematics
THIS REPORT USES THE VICTORIAH ESSENTIAL LEARHING STAHDARDS SCALE

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



Report 2: Student Response Report

This report provides data on individual students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

The report is a concise summary of each student’s performance. It shows the items answered correctly
and incorrectly and the total number of correct items in Reading, Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.
This report can be printed for individuals or groups of students and an individual student’s report can
also be provided to parents if they require further information about their child’s results.

This report also indicates individual students above, below and close to the national benchmarks using
the key: A = above national benchmark level, B = below national benchmark level, C = on or just above

national benchmark level. Please note that there are no national benchmarks available for Year 9 in 2006.

The report for Writing includes the responses to the short-answer Writing Conventions items in the
English Test (questions 49-57) as well as scores for the Writing Test. The report for Spelling includes
Spelling (questions 35-48) and the score given for Spelling in the Writing Test. The Mathematics results
are in two reports, one for Mathematics Test 1 and one for Mathematics Test 2.

Example of Student Response Report:

Date: 10032008 VICTORIA COLLEGE
Time: 5506 Ph Report 2 - Student Response Report
AIM Pencil & Paper 2006
fYear 9, Group: ALL, Class: All
Meths - tem Order
e — R R R E EE E EEE EEEE T T L N I il
Answer Key cddbcatocbahbbdatihdcbd#échbaadceabbadcabchbadbocad -
o
Dimension e L
PUEET FrTf7ac i fincan imanaonaacoadsdadocaadadbddecaocadosoc maw -
ARETEAD, SHAUK T T T F o T F T F i T Frr i rw fe Fadire F0a Ffdfefirrisdn s .
SENES e TSN F T Ff T e FiTaffisaaadiadie édf il fiffiefacn am Benchmarkcomparlson
SEICHER, ANNE SIS T TS PSS E S S S fTas S f A e s fo S AT 0T o e ; ; .
SNELL WATTHEW Ol a7 FfTadfai-sobvardfaediedoffca-baediaacsfile- am ISShOWﬂIﬂthISCOlumn,
SROMNSTEN, HeRNaH T T T r T F T F oy T F 0 Tas FFe &0a £l fodfide ol o
CHEROMCRUEINE  f L S T e S FEfa f T F STl s e faana .- - fodladlea- - mw hOWGVGI’,thereaI’eno
CRess IESEA TSl FF ST AL SIS fada ST fasafaa LSS Sl i
: : o o national benchmarks
CuRRELLS T T F T FEF T Fe £ 7 faladle il fa il F7ff7iinio =
DDEVEN, LUKE FrTadfefiradidi--Ffbv-7Twd-0ada--aad-sdf-b-7-4a-4a e estab"shedforYearg
OUYNHGVEN, SRENDAN A S A S s F AT i@ fa i £ T foa T Ffofao foean foban &0 mm
FuEL ERN Sl a s f s F Al n b faasa s Fane faodaceaa S0 e
GUNN,LETTR PR P A N R T R N N
HANESRAAR, UMIEN FOSI S s S fs fila v ifiaaca i Tfafasane i srors sw—————1+———— The student’s score
HINTUI, LERNNE T T F T F T FEFa T FEf i fa e £7d 878 7dFdeoffibo lfdn
HINTUI, s ST S fu S f S e f o s fads facace T Sas e S s fab e Soab S omu forthetotalnumberof
HONEVSETT, DIHE FCL ST F N F T FfFd b i fafodfldec dofb fdbe fbob da 2w R
+ =comect  x=incomest  ajos,d,s Of numbers = ncorrect response (#) = cannot represent response (-)=noresponse (%)= ahsent from test correct items.
(") = number correct NB = Mational Benchmark NA = Mot Applicable A =above benchmark B = below benchmatk C = on ar just above benchmark
See Reporting Guide for defintions of mean, median and standard devition
THIS REFORT USES THE VICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARNING STANDARDS SCALE Page: 101 4

Note: Letters denoting an incorrect response (a, b, ¢, d) relate to the first, second, third and fourth options

in multiple-choice questions. (See page 20 for label legends).

Multiple-choice responses in the tests are formatted in three ways. The answer key will read as follows:

O A
OB
O C
OD

O A
OR S o OR OA OB OcCc ObD

OB
OD

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data
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A summary of student performance is provided on the last page.

Date: 10/3/2008 VICTORIACOLLEGE

Ul LR e (L Report 2 - Student Response Repor‘t
AlM Pencil & Paper 2006
(Vear d, Group: ALL, Class: All)

Mumber of students absent for the test  bA

See Reporting Guide for defintions of mean, median and standard deviation
THIS REPORT USES THE VICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARNING STANDARDS SCALE,

Mexian Score Group e Mean Soors Group 244 Standard Deviation Group 70

Median Score State 2 Mean Score State 27iS I Siancard DesiationiSiats T4

Students In this group have learmt the topics covered in these tems well (70% - 100% correct)

bems L % 3 & 5 5 5 5 M £ om o 1 @

Students in this group are less famiiar with the topics covered in these ftems (30% - 69% carrect)

bems T M W, B @ 2, m X ® OB W oM W oW X ¥ T, OB B 4 4

Students In this troup have performed poorly with the topics covered in these tems (0% - 23% correct)

foms B M ®m omo@ & W
 =comect  x=incorrect ahb,cde or numbers = Incorrect response (#) = cannot represent response (-)=noresponse (%) = absert from test
(*y=number correet B = National Benchmark M& = Mot Anplicable £ = above benchmark B = below benchmark  C = on or just shove benchmeark

Page: 4014

1203 405 6 7B 3 WM EWNEBENERINDDNDXTRSANTDNTETRR MM 2B M
TomItEn Corect IEEEEEEEEEEEEE EE E EEE EEE R EEE R EE R EEEE
 Comct@mg £ 9 MM N N H O W E WM S PG LT BT BTG B BB NN DS WEHEA LD
% Comct @ty S D m G W T IS N S B TS G S WIS G5 H S S IS NS WSS B W DS 0TS RS D@
Mumber of studerts in group 43

CT = Centrally assessed Texts and Contextual understanding
CL = Centrally assessed Linguistic structures and features
TT = Teacher assessed Texts and Contextual understanding
TL = Teacher assessed Linguistic structures and features
TS = Teacher assessed Strategies

SP = Spelling in Writing

T1 = Activity 1 Mathematics teacher assessed task

T2 = Activity 2 Mathematics teacher assessed task

T3 = Activity 3 Mathematics teacher assessed task

T4 = Activity 4 Year 5 Mathematics teacher assessed task
NB = National Benchmark

A = above national benchmark level

B = below national benchmark level

C = on or just above the national benchmark level

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



Report 3: Group Summary Report

This report provides data on groups of students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

This report compares all students and subgroups of boys, girls, LBOTE or ATSI students with these same
subgroups state-wide and in ‘like” schools (see page 2 for a definition of ‘like” schools).

Example of Group Summary Report:

Date: ADM032005 VICTORIA COLLEGE
Time: 5:46:31 PM Report 3 - Group Summary Report
AIM Pencil & Paper 2006
(Year: 8, Class Code: All)
READING
Standard

Stanclard

4 5 3 6+ Absert Total
Level
il 4 19 13 7 7 50
5 Beys 3 13 [ ] 4 24
1 G a 7 3 %
ors When the school group
aTs! 1 [ [ a a 1

has fewer than ten members, the
results are reported as a dot per

Ml Boys ons  LBCTE ATS student (may be superimposed if
identical achievement).

WRITING

Standard

sl T+ T E‘eil?ﬂrd 4 5 B B+  Absert Total
Al 3 Ee 7 s =

. = 3 T 3 ] 5 =
Girls u s U ! : =

a4 € ATS) 1 Y v ‘ ’ !

e The first box-and-whisker graph shows the distribution and
median performance of students in the state.

e The second box-and-whisker graph shows the distribution
and median performance of students in ‘like’ schools.

e The third box-and-whisker graph shows the distribution and
median performance of students in the school group.

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data
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Report 4: Short Answer Response Report

This report provides data on the percentage of items successfully completed for Year 9 tests and reports
on Reading, Writing Conventions, Spelling, Number, Measurement, chance and data, Space and

Structure.

The Dimension Summary shows, for the selected group, the state and ‘like” schools, the average score

(expressed as a percentage) for each dimension assessed. This report contains a written message which
details the dimension in which students at the school have achieved significantly different results from
the state. A note will appear as a warning where the analysis has been done for groups with fewer than

ten students.

Example of Short Answer Response Report:

Date: 10/03/2005 VICTORIA COLLEGE
Time: 54709 PM Report 4 - Short Answer Response Report

AIM Pencil & Paper 2006
(fear, Group: ALL, Clags: All

READING 32

WRITING COMNVENTIONS 9

SPELLING 14

NUMBER 19

MEASUREMENT, CHANCE AND DATA 7
SPACE B

STRUCTURE &

|

] 20 40 B0

Percentage of tems answered correctly in short answer questions.

Your attertion i draven to the following strands(s) where vour school varied sianificantly from the state:
il

State [ N scrool

THIZ REPORT USES THE VICTORIAM ESSENTIAL LEARMING STANDARDS SCALE

Page: 1 of 1

This figure shows the number of items
that contribute to this report.

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



Report 5: Writing Summary Report

This report provides data on groups of students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Writing (TCU
and LSF) and Spelling in Writing.

This report is presented using bar graphs for Texts and Contextual understanding (TCU), Linguistic
structures and features (LSF) and Spelling in Writing (SP). The frequency with which Standards levels
were assigned to students within schools and across the state is shown.

The levels assigned are based directly on assessment criteria for the task which provide for the
gradations within levels.

Example of Writing Summary Report:

Date: 10/03:2008 VICTORIA COLLEGE
Time: 5:47:33 PM Report § - Writing Summary Report

AIM Pencil & Paper 2006
(Year, Group: ALL, Class: All

%  English Writing (Centrally assessed) - Texts and Contextual understanding

] R T R—
- 30 35 40 45 0 55 60 13 af Standard Lewal

% English Writing (Centrally assessed) - Linguistic structures and features

40
I ——T B B E——
il =
BR 30 35 40 45 50 85 50 85 AR Stendard Level

%  English Whriting (Centrally assessed) - Spelling

e [ . —

. e em wem | —
BR 30 35 40 45 S0 55 B0 BS AR Standard Level
State Distribution I school o group distribution B = Below Range AR = Ahove Range

THIS REPORT USES THE VICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARNING STAMDARDS SCALE Page: 1 of 1

Shows the frequency of results for
each Standard level.

AR Above Standard level 6.5
BR Below Standard level 3.0

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data
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Report 6: School Summary Report

This report provides data on groups of students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

This report shows summary results for students in Year 9 for the years 2006. The report shows these
data for the school, ‘like” schools and the state. This type of data reflects single point in time results and
is useful for comparing the performance of a specific group of students in a school relative to all other
similar students in the state and/ or ‘like” schools. This type of data is also useful for comparing the
performance of a specific group of students in any one dimension relative to their performance in other
dimensions. For Year 9, only results for 2006 are available.

Data is available in Reading, Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

Note: Where there are fewer than ten students in the selected group, the box-and-whisker presentation is
replaced by a series of dots. Each dot represents a specific student, except when there are students who
receive the same result.

Example of School Summary Report:

Date: 10/02/2008
Time: 54756 PM

Key

VICTORIA COLLEGE
Report 6 - School Summary Report

AlM Pencil & Paper 2

006

(Year: 9, Gender: All, LBOTE: All, ATSI: &Iy

Standard

S0t percertie R

75th percentie

medlian

25th percertile

10tk percertie  WRITING Sae

Sehool 4

READING

WRITING

SPELLING

MATHEMATICS

B4

54

4

=L

THN

= T

=L

uke School @Schnn\

THIS REPORT USES THE VICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARNING STANMDARDS SCALE

Individusl Resutts for
Groups less than 10

Students 10th 25th median 75th 90th Mean +i-
EMDING E= 0616 44 48 54 58 6.2 53
Like Sehoal 10 43 48 50 57 6.1 51

Sohool a1 at a8 50 58 6.2 1 o1
50433 43 48 56 50 6.1 53
Like School 8174 38 a4 1 58 6.0 1

Sohool a2 4z a8 63 50 6.2 52 o1
SPELLING Sme 0616 41 45 52 58 LE] 52
Like School 210 38 a4 48 58 6.1 40

School a1 41 48 49 55 6.0 50 o1
MATHEMATICS Sme 51174 41 45 52 57 6.1 51
Like School 81 an a4 40 55 50 40

This table shows the
distribution of results

across the Standards
levels in numeric form.

These graphs show the
distribution of results

across the Standards
levels.

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



Report 7: Five-year Trend Data Report

This report provides data on groups of students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

This report shows summary results for students in Year 9 in the areas of Reading, Writing, Spelling and
Mathematics. The report shows this data for the school, ‘like’ schools and the state. Data in this report
also shows:

¢ the difference between a school’s average (mean) result and the mean of other schools in the school’s
‘like” school grouping

¢ the difference between a school’s average (mean) result and the state’s mean result.

This report is designed to reflect trends in results over time. For Year 9, no data is available prior to 2006.

Data is available in Reading, Writing, Spelling and Mathematics for Year 9 in 2006.

Note: Trend data is only available for schools that have participated in the AIM Assessment Program for
more than one year.

Example of Five-year Trend Data Report:

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data

Date: 10/03/2008 VICTORIA COLLEGE
Time: §48:16 PM Report 7 - Five Year Trend Data Report (2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006)
AIM Pencil & Paper 2006
(Year 3, READING, Gender: All, LBOTE: All, ATSI: Ally
Key 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
a0th percertie  Standard R 3 Paper
Téth percertie
median
e LI Mo Results Avalisbls Ho Results Availabls Mo Results Avallable Ho Results Availabls
10th percertile —_1 —
4
Incivicual Results for
swam L\ke Sehool Es:mm IE Groups less than 10
§ i Comparison with the State Comparison with Like School
Differencesin 3 2
Standard Means
! ! These graphs indicate
Caution should be used 0 —_— 0 i
T the difference between

conclusions fromthis 1| 14

ot ety it the school average and
emall groups of studerts i . i . . 2 . . = : r ‘like’

e Snaleqibeni0) 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 the state and ‘like’ school

averages.
THIS REPORT USES THE VICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARNING STANDARDS SCALE
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Report 8: School Matched Group Comparison Report

This report provides data on groups of students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

This report shows the growth between 2004 and 2006 of students who undertook the Year 7 tests in 2004
and the Year 9 tests in 2006. The report shows data for the state, for all students in the school at the time

of testing (referred to as ‘complete school’ data), and for only those students who were present for both

the Year 7 2004 and Year 9 2006 tests (referred to as ‘matched school group’ data).

These data are longitudinal in nature and are useful for comparing the change in performance of the
same groups of students between 2004 and 2006 (i.e. how the performance of Year 7 students in 2004
compares to their performance now they are in Year 9 2006). Alternatively, these data are useful for
investigating the rate of progress of a group of students over time, relative to other students in the state.

In the case where the school completed AIM Online Year 7 tests in 2004, this will be indicated in the
report header. If a school completed both online and pencil and paper tests for Year 7 in 2004, the pencil
and paper results will be used for comparison in this report.

Example of School Matched Group Comparision Report:

Date: 1DMm32008 VICTORIA COLLEGE

Time: §:48:62 FM Report 8 - School Matched Group Comparison Report (Year 7 2004 to Year 9 2006)
AIM Pencil & Paper 2006
(Gender: All, LBOTE: All, ATSE: Al

Key

a0t percertis
Eth percertis
median

25th percertie
10th percertie

Standard READING WRITING SPELLING MATHEMATICS

~§§§EE%§Q§@E r I

2

o

Year 7 Vear 9 ear 7 “rear 3 Yeal 7 Year 9 ear 7 Year 9
2004 2006 2004 2008 20 2006 2004 2008

EEL @ Complete School 3 Matched School Group D ‘gm:gﬁ"x; N;ﬁfnﬂgo

THIS REPORT USES THE YICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARMNG STANDARDS SCALE

The first graph shows the The second graph shows the The third graph shows the
distribution of results for all distribution of results for all distribution of results for only
students in the state. students who completed the test those students who completed
at the school. the test at the school in both
Year 7 and Year 9.
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Report 9: Student Comparison Report

This report provides data on individual students and groups of students who completed Year 9 tests and
reports on Reading, Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

This report tabulates the Standards level of individual students when they undertook the Year 7 tests in
2004 compared to their performance when they undertook the Year 9 tests in 2006. The report primarily
lists the change between 2004 and 2006 for selected groups of students but also shows the average
change for the state, for ‘like” schools and for the school. Students who did not attend the current school
in 2004 are denoted by an asterix (*).These data are longitudinal in nature and are useful for identifying
groups of students that have made either little, or significant, progress between 2004 and 2006. In so
doing, the school may develop both intervention programs to assist those students who are making little
progress and extension programs for those students who are making significant progress. Please note:
Some students may not appear listed in this report. This report will only list the student that the system
has been able to match to Year 7 results in 2004.

In the case where the school completed AIM Online Year 7 tests in 2004, this will be indicated in the
report header. If a school completed both online and pencil and paper tests for Year 7 in 2004, the pencil
and paper results will be used for comparison in this report.

Example of Student Comparison Report:

Date: 10/03/2006 VICTORIA COLLEGE
Time: 5:43:21 FM Report 9 - Student Comparison Report (Year 7 2004 to Year 9 2006)

AlM Pencil & Paper 2006
(Gender: All, LBOTE: All, ATS|: All, Top 100% of Year 7, Order by Student Name (A-Z))

i READING WRITNG SPELLING L watHEMaTCS |
12004 2006 Dift +f-§2004 2006 Dift u-izooa 2006 Dift u-;zom 2006 Diff +t—§ This table shows the average
State Mean 143 53 10 0 143 53 10 0 142 52 10 0 141 51 10 0 Standards Ieve| for the State and
i i i . . ——— IH H
Like School Mean 3 42 51 =] o 3 41 &1 10 o 3 40 49 a o E 40 49 a o E the |Ike School group-
School Mean i 44 91 T 0 i 39 52 13 o i 39 50 11 o i 42 52 10 ) i
READING : WRITNG : SPELLING i MATHEMATICS -

12004 2008 Dift | 2004 2006 Diff | 2004 2008 Ditf 1 2004 2008 Diff

BEAMES, JAMES a7 50 EINE LR 18 i3s 48 12ia w1 20}

CREES, JESTICA Lan 70 50 139 &4 25 | 4d 6.0 19 45 H: 13 Th|S table ShOWS the Standards
DUYNHOVER, BRENDARN i 32 57 25 i 30 58 25 i 30 B1 31 i 34 54 20 i Ievel for Students in Year 7 and
GUNN, LETITIA iﬁﬂ 52 -2 541 58 17 543 51 & i3ﬁ 6.1 23 i — . )
HASSETT, NICHOLAS i 41 RIA RIA i 33 LUEN LUEN i 37 id id i 31 MiA hfa i tWO years |ater) In Year 9-
HONEYSETT, DWAYNE 525 40 14 533 40 7 iiﬂ 42 12 537 43 B i

HOWLAND , CAMERCRN 551 42 -9 §4E 48 -2 idﬁ 49 1 iﬂ1 44 3 i

JOHMSTONE, JESSICA 335 8.0 24 327 70 43 324 54 30 idﬂ 54 14 i

* Student did not attend the current school in Vear 2004 M/, = no results available Page: 10f2 _

THIS REPORT UISES THE YICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARNING STANDARDS SCALE

Selection criteria filters

Results can be obtained for groups of students based on either their ranking within the school or the
degree of change in their result. The ranking or the change criteria can be applied to a single dimension
(Reading, Writing, Spelling or Mathematics), or to an overall average result (all dimensions are added to
determine this overall performance). Examples may include:

* top 10 per cent of students in Reading
e students who, on average across all dimensions, are in the bottom 15 per cent
¢ students who have improved by more than one Standards level in Number

¢ students who have improved by less than one Standards level in Reading.

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data
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Report 10: Student-School Comparison Report

This report provides data on individual students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

This report shows the different achievement levels for individual students between 2004 and 2006. The
report also shows these data for the state, and for all other students in the school at the time of testing
(referred to as ‘complete school’ data).

These data are useful for determining the change in a student’s performance between 2004 and 2006 (i.e.
how the student’s Year 7 performance in 2004 compares to their performance in 2006 now they are in
Year 9). These data are also useful for determining a student’s rate of progress over time relative to other
students in the state.

In the case where the school completed AIM Online Year 7 tests in 2004, this will be indicated in the

report header. If a school completed both online and pencil and paper tests for Year 7 in 2004, the pencil
and paper results will be used for comparison in this report.

Example of Student-School Comparison Report:

Date: 10032008 VICTORIA COLLEGE

Time: 56065 FM Report 10 - Student-School Comparison Report (Year 7 2004 to Year 9 2006)
AlM Pencil & Paper 2006
(BEAMES, JAMES) Compared fo: (Gender: All, ATSI All, LBOTE: Al

Key:

A0th percentile
75th percentile
reclian

25th percentile
1ilth percertie

Standard READING WRITING SPELLING MATHEMATICS
5 °® ®
57 ] o i
+ PY 3 E ®
34 \
ear 7 ear 9 Vear 7 ear 3 eaf 7 ear 9 Vear 7 ear 3

2004 2008 2004 2008 2008 2008 2004

=l Complete Schoal ®| Indvidual Students Inefividjual Resulls for
Groug less then 10

THIS REFORT U3ES THE WICTORIANM ESSENTIAL LEARNNG STANDARDS SCALE

w

The first graph shows the The second graph shows the The dots show the Standards
distribution of results for all distribution of results for all level of the nominated
students in the state in a students who completed the student for tests in Year 7 and
relevant year. test at the school in a relevant Year 9.

year.
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Report 11: Student Ranking Comparison Report

This report provides data on individual students who completed Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

This report shows an individual’s percentile rank in 2004 and 2006 (for those students who undertook
both the Year 7 tests in 2004 and the Year 9 tests in 2006) relative to all other students in the state.

These data are useful for determining the ranking of individual students (in either 2004 or 2006
and within Reading, Writing, Spelling or Mathematics), relative to all other students in the state.
Alternatively, these data are useful for establishing an individual student’s ranking in 2004 and
comparing it to their ranking in 2006.

An individual’s result can only be ranked relative to all students in the state.

In the case where the school completed AIM Online Year 7 tests in 2004, this will be indicated in the
report header. If a school completed both online and pencil and paper tests for Year 7 in 2004, the pencil
and paper results will be used for comparison in this report.

Example of Student Ranking Comparison Report:

Dste: 1032006 VICTORIACOLLEGE
Time: 56142 PM Report 11 - Student Ranking Comparison Report (Year 7 2004 to Year 9 2006)
AlIM Pencil & Paper 2006
( Student: BEAMES, JAMES Group: All )
READING WRITING SPELLING MATHEMATICS

9th

7ith

— L ]
25th \

2004 2006 2004) 2006 2004 2008 2004 2006

#  position of student in state

THIS REPORT USES THE VICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARNNG STANDARDS SCALE.

These dots show the percentile
ranking of the nominated student
relative to all other students in the
state for the relevant years.

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data
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Interpretation of Results

The graphs and tables in the AIM Data Report have been constructed using data collected from over

50 000 Year 9 students in over 470 schools. Similarly, the graphs and tables for ‘like” schools comparisons
have been constructed using data from large numbers of students and can potentially be used to make
reliable comparisons with the results from a given school.

Comparisons of group results

When schools are making comparisons between the performance of their students as a whole (or

in subgroups, for example girls/boys), or within the state or ‘like” schools, then a number of factors
should be taken into account. One is the size of the group. Fewer than ten students in the group means
the school should be cautious about claiming any reliable differences from the state or ‘like” school
performance. Another factor is the size of any difference that may be observed. Large differences are
more likely to provide reliable comparisons than small differences. A small difference may simply reflect
the normal variation that occurs whenever student performance is measured. However, a series of small
but consistent differences in the same direction over a number of years is likely to be a reliable indication
of a change in student performance over that time.

Standards levels and growth

The average student should improve their level of achievement by about one Standards level over a
two-year period. For example, a student working at a Standards level of 4.5 in August in Year 7 would be
expected to be at about level 5.5 in August in Year 9. The rate of growth, however, will vary from student
to student.

Schools should note that due to the different times of AIM testing, i.e. Year 7 in August 2004 and Year 9 in
April 2006, it would not be expected that students have progressed a full Standards level since the Year 7
AIM test.

When looking at reports that compare groups of students within the state within one year level, it is
important to remember that Standards Level 5 spans Year 7 and Year 8, so that 0.5 of a Standards level
represents one year’s growth in learning for the average student.

Individual comparisons

When looking at the results for an individual student, there is valuable information that can be gained in
the range of reports available. Particular strengths can be shown in the dimension results and in looking
at the actual questions successfully answered by the student. The achievement level of the student
compared with the school or class group and with the general state achievement for that Year level group
can be used to gain further insight into the performance of the student.

If the test results for a particular student indicate a level of achievement that varies considerably from
the class teacher’s expectation, then the teacher should investigate the performance more closely. For
example, a Year 9 student may have been feeling ill on the day of the 2006 test and did not perform to
his or her ability. This could produce a comparison report that indicated a Reading Level at Standards
level 4.5 in Year 7 and a Reading Level at Standards level 4.9 in Year 9. This shows an improvement

of only 0.4 of a Standards level over two years. In a case such as this, the teacher will need to bring in
local knowledge about the student’s classroom level of performance to make an accurate decision about
progress made by this student over the two years.

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



AIM Data Service - conversion to Victorian Essential Learning
Standards

From Year 9 AIM 2006 reports, the AIM Data Service will report on the AIM State-wide Tests using the
scale drawn from the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. Using this scale, students are expected to
have achieved a Standards Level at the end of a period of learning, for example students are expected to
achieve the Level 5 standard at the end of Year 8 and the Level 6 standard at the end of Year 10.

Using this example, any student’s result between 5.1 and 5.9 indicates the student has achieved the
Level 5 standard and is progressing towards the Level 6 standard.

In previous years, the AIM Data Service reports used a CSF scale that would have reported the same
students as operating in CSF Level 6. A student receiving a 6.1 on the CSF scale would now be reported
as 5.1 on the Standards scale.

This change is illustrated below in the table.

Standard levels CSF Level Scort_es in AIM Reports New Standard L_evel Scores in AIM
using CSF Reports using the Standards
Level 1 1.0to 1.9 0.1to 1.0
Level 2 2.0to2.9 11t0 2.0
Level 3 3.0t0 3.9 21t0 3.0
Level 4 4.0to 4.9 3.1t0 4.0
Level 5 5.0t0 5.9 41t05.0
Level 6 6.0t0 6.9 51t06.0
Above Level 6 6.1t0 6.9

This change has been applied to all historic data on the AIM Data Service so that results prior to 2006
previously expressed on the CSF scale have now been converted to the Standards scale. This will assist
schools to readily compare the current year’s performance with performance in previous years.

AIM 2006 Reporting Guide - Data
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Section 3: Parent Reports

Parent reports are provided for each student who undertook the Year 9 tests and reports on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics.

The parent report includes four sections:

* afront page identifying the student and the school

* explanations of each part of the report, ‘How to Read Your Child’s Results’

e areport which shows individual student achievement for English (Reading, Writing and Spelling)
and Mathematics, “Your Child’s Results at a Glance’

* awritten description for each assessment which identifies the skills that students working at the
levels reported are generally able to accomplish, “What Your Child’s Results Mean’.

Information in Languages Other Than English

To help parents from a Language Background Other Than English (LBOTE), explanations of each part

of the report and the written descriptions are available in 14 community languages: Arabic, Bosnian,
Chinese (Mandarin), Farsi/Persian, Hindi, Khmer, Samoan, Serbian, Sinhalese, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog,
Turkish, and Vietnamese.

For copies of translations of parent reports, principals should access the AIM section of the VCAA
website and follow links to the ‘Parents’ section.

Or visit at::www.Vcaa.vic.edu.au/preplO/aim/parentsE
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Sample page 3 of the Parent Report

Student achievement is reported against the years of schooling, the expected level of achievement, the
results achieved by the middle 80 per cent of students and the average score on the test. In the sample
report on this page, student levels and State distributions do not necessarily reflect performance in the
2006 Statewide Tests.

On the back of the report, there is a written description which provides parents with details of the skills
and knowledge children generally demonstrate at the particular level of achievement. For instance, if the
child’s achievement in Reading is at Standards level 5, a brief description of what is involved in Reading
at that level would be presented.

These descriptions are printed in Appendix 2 of this publication.

Your child’s results at a glance

Legend English

The expected level
of achievement

Mathematics

School Year

Turn to next page for notes on these results

AlM 2006 Reporting Guide — Data



AIM Data Reports

The AIM Data Reports can be used to supplement information in the parent reports. Teachers are advised
to become familiar with the content of the reports so they can answer parents’ questions about particular
aspects of their children’s results.

Confidentiality of Results

When discussing State-wide Test reports with parents, teachers should point out that the information
about each child is confidential to the child’s parents, the teacher and the school.

Distribution of Parent Reports

It is important that teachers be fully informed of the detailed results of each student and of the results
for their class as a whole, and that parents have the opportunity to discuss the results with the school.
The results sent to the school provide detailed information about the achievement of each student.
This information can be used to place the parent reports in a wider context that enables strategies and
suggestions for learning improvement to be discussed with parents.

It is important that the Parent Reports are delivered to parents in a timely manner as many are awaiting
the results at the end of Term 2. The Parent Reports are confidential documents containing personal
information about each student and how they compare to others within the school and across the State.
Given the need for confidentiality the VCAA would ask schools to consider a direct mail out of results
to their parent body or issuing them directly to parents, for example, through information nights or

for collection from the school by parents. Any of these methods will mean that students will see their
information only if parent/s wish them to.

Replacement of Parent Reports

The VCAA provides only one set of parent reports to the school for distribution. Should a parent request
a replacement copy of a report, the school will be able to provide a copy of results from the Student
Profiles Report. Schools may photocopy the printed report sent to the school or access a similar report
through the AIM Data Service Report.

Parent reports which carry an incorrect name as a result of incorrect information provided by the school
may be replaced on request.

Queries about Parent Reports

Parents who contact the VCAA with queries about their child’s report will, in most circumstances, be
referred to the school. If the school has queries about results for particular students, please refer to the
contact details listed at the beginning of this guide (page iii).
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Appendix 1: AIM 2006 Question Details

The following tables present for each question in the centrally assessed tests, a short description of
the question, the correct answer and the curriculum area assessed as well as a description of the skill

assessed. Letters denoting a correct response (A, B, C, D, E) relate to the first, second, third, fourth and
fifth options in multiple-choice questions.
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Appendix 2: Parent report descriptors by
Standards level

English - Reading

Descriptions of general skills by Standards level

Standard
level

Report
descriptor

Level 1

Children with this result can generally use context and information about words, letters,
combinations of letters and their sounds to make meaning and can use illustrations to
extend meaning.

Level 2

Children with this result can generally read short stories and information with familiar
content and a small amount of unfamiliar vocabulary. They can locate information, retell
ideas in sequence, infer characters’ feelings and interpret labeled diagrams.

Level 3

Children with this result can generally read and understand material such as simple
novels and newspaper items. They can interpret the main idea and purpose of texts
and are aware of how language is used to present information, characters and events
in different ways. They can locate, select and record information from texts that contain
some unfamiliar ideas.

Level 4

Children with this result can generally read and understand a wide range of printed
and multimodal texts which may contain unfamiliar ideas and information. They can
describe the purpose, organisation and point of view of informative texts and analyse
the characterisation, setting and plot of stories.

Level 5

Children with this result can generally read and interpret printed and multimodal texts
that present challenging themes and issues. They can support their interpretations with
evidence from the texts and analyse how meanings and messages are conveyed. They
can compare the presentation and ideas of different texts and identify cause and effect
in informative texts.

Level 6

Children with this result can generally read and analyse contemporary and classical
imaginative texts that explore personal and social issues. They understand that texts
are shaped by the time, place and setting in which they are created. They can analyse
and discuss informative and persuasive texts, synthesise information and compare and
contrast features of different texts to draw conclusions.

Level 6+*

Children with this result generally demonstrate high-level competency when reading,
analysing and interpreting a wide range of contemporary and classical texts. They
understand the relevance of the themes and issues presented in personal and
social terms, can compare and contrast informative and persuasive texts and draw
conclusions based on a wide range of texts.

* 6+ represents a score that is above Level 6.
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English - Writing

Descriptions of general skills by Standards level

Standard
level

Report
descriptor

Level 1

Children with this result can generally form letters correctly, use capital letters and full
stops and write simple texts about their lives or other familiar topics.

Level 2

Children with this result can generally write short texts that have some related ideas
about familiar topics. They put ideas and events in order and can link ideas in a variety
of ways. They accurately use capital letters, full stops and question marks and can
convey information to known audiences.

Level 3

Children with this result can generally write several ordered paragraphs using a variety
of sentence types, correct verb tenses and punctuation to support meaning. They
use supporting details when expressing points of view and write stories which include
characters, setting and plot. They include information appropriate to their audience.

Level 4

Children with this result can generally write a variety of texts for different audiences and
purposes. They use a variety of sentence structures, a range of vocabulary and use
punctuation accurately. They begin to use effective description and simple comparisons
in their writing and can identify parts of speech such as nouns and adjectives.

Level 5

Children with this result can generally write texts for different purposes such as
speculating, persuading and reflecting. They write extended narratives with well
developed storylines and characterisation, arguments to support a point of view and
reports on challenging issues. They use a wide range of punctuation accurately and can
control grammatical features of their writing such as verb tenses.

Level 6

Children with this result can generally write extended narratives and persuasive texts
that deal with complex issues. They control the language features of their writing to
present different perspectives, and can use a range of techniques to convince readers
to accept particular views of people, events and ideas. Their writing is accurately
punctuated and grammatically sound.

Level 6+*

Children with this result generally demonstrate high-level competency when writing
texts that are intended to entertain, inform, challenge or persuade their audience. They
shape their writing carefully to suit their purpose and can produce texts that explore
complex themes. Their writing is accurately punctuated and grammatically sound.

* 6+ represents a score that is above Level 6.
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English - Spelling

Descriptions of general skills by Standards level

Standard
level

Report
descriptor

Level 1

Children with this result can generally spell frequently used words such as ‘the’ and ‘do’
and a limited range of simple one- and two-syllable words such as ‘will' and ‘going’.

Level 2

Children with this result can generally spell frequently used words such as ‘take’ and
‘under’ accurately. They make use of known spelling patterns and make plausible
attempts at unfamiliar words.

Level 3

Children with this result can generally spell most one- and two- syllable words with
regular spelling patterns such as ‘found’ and ‘growing’, frequently used words with
less regular spelling patterns such as ‘friend’ and ‘because’. They use sound and visual
patterns when attempting to spell unfamiliar words.

Level 4

Children with this result can generally spell most one- and two-syllable words with
commonly seen spelling patterns such as ‘sadness’, ‘caught’ and ‘although’. They
use a range of approaches to spelling and can apply knowledge of visual and sound
patterns when attempting more complex and unfamiliar words.

Level 5

Children with this result can generally spell common words and a range of less
frequently used words such as ‘glimpsed’ and ‘knowledge’. They use their
understanding of sounds and word meaning when attempting complex words such as
‘guarantee’ and ‘ancient’ and can generally proofread and correct spelling errors.

Level 6

Children with this result can generally spell most words in their vocabulary including
technical terms and less frequently used words such as ‘equipment’, ‘vacuum’ and
‘socially’. They use their knowledge of sound and word meaning when attempting more
difficult words such as ‘exhaustion’ and ‘aeronautical’ and can generally proofread and
correct spelling errors.

Level 6+*

Children with this result generally demonstrate high-level competency when spelling a
significant range of sophisticated words and technical terms such as ‘chronology’ and
‘parallelogram’. Their work is generally free from spelling errors.

* 6+ represents a score that is above Level 6.
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Mathematics

Descriptions of general skills by Standards level

Standard
level

Report
descriptor

Level 1

Children with this result can generally count to 20 and add and subtract by counting
backwards and forwards. They identify some simple two and three dimensional shapes.
They compare size, capacity and mass of objects and measure using informal units
such as paces. They know the days of the week and collect and display information in
simple formats.

Level 2

Children with this result can generally order numbers up to 1000, add and subtract two
digit numbers and describe simple fractions. They recognise the features of most two-
and three-dimensional shapes and describe position on simple maps and grids. They
begin to use formal units for measuring and understand the calendar and tell time. They
collect and display data and predict results of chance events.

Level 3

Children with this result can generally order whole numbers and decimals. They solve
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division problems using whole numbers,

simple decimals and fractions. They identify the features of lines and two- and
three-dimensional shapes and locate positions on maps using grid references and
compass directions. They use measuring instruments and appropriate units to
measure objects, interpret timetables and read time displays. They carry out chance
experiments, compare likelihood of everyday events and can display data in a variety of
formats. They use number properties and devise simple number patterns.

Level 4

Children with this result can generally order positive and negative numbers on a number
line, multiply and divide whole numbers and add and subtract decimals and fractions.
They identify square, prime and composite numbers and understand factors. They use
equivalent representations of common fraction (decimals, ratios and percentages. They
classify shapes by features, and apply transformations such as enlargement. They use
coordinates, scale and direction for location on maps and grids. They measure objects,
time and angles accurately using metric units. They calculate probabilities for chance
events, and interpret data displays. They identify relationships between variables.

Level 5

Children with this result can generally understand and calculate with equivalent
fractions, factors, squares, square roots, ratio and indices. They construct and
interpret two- and three-dimensional shapes, lines and angles, and use graphs to solve
problems. They use rules to calculate area and volume. They calculate probabilities

for simple and multiple event outcomes and use a variety of data displays and data
measures. They investigate properties of linear and other simple functions and solve
related equations using tables, graphs and algebra.
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Standard Report
level descriptor

Level 6 Children with this result can generally interpret, represent and do calculations with
rational numbers and some irrational numbers in a variety of forms. They use a range of
functions and algebraic techniques, construct and interpret graphs, and solve related
equations. They choose appropriate measurement units and formulas to calculate
length, area and volume and operate with two- and three-dimensional shapes including
circles and spheres. They calculate probabilities, carry out simulations and construct
surveys. They use a range of techniques and strategies to interpret, verify and modify
the reasoning used to solve problems.

Level 6+* Children with these Mathematics results can generally demonstrate a high ability to
work with numbers in a variety of forms. They use formulas to calculate length, area
and volume and operate with two- and three-dimensional shapes including circles and
spheres. They calculate probabilities and carry out simulations and construct surveys.
They use a range of techniques and strategies to interpret, verify and modify the
reasoning used to solve problems. They identify a variety of functions and their graphing
features.

* 6+ represents a score that is above Level 6.
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