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Annotated samples of student writing

Topic - What an amazing machine

Texts and Contextual understanding: 2 – a short or limited text
•	  Some elaboration of ideas and description
•	  Enhances the text with some detail
•	  Basic organisation of ideas about the machine

Linguistic structures and features: 2 – a short or limited text
•	  basic control over sentence structure
•	  correct use of punctuation: capitals, fullstops, exclamation marks

TCU 2
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Topic - My Dog Fred

Texts and Contextual understanding: 2.5 – a text with some attempt at structure and detail.
•	 �An emerging storyline with a reasonable attempt at structuring an introduction, body and 

conclusion
•	 �Use of supporting detail eg “tropical fish in the huge fish tank, a lot of coral and a castle in it”
Linguistic structures and features: 2.5 – a text with some attempt at structure and detail.
•	 �Inclusion of a variety of sentence structures
•	 �Emerging tense consistency
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Topic - What an amazing machine

Texts and Contextual understanding: 3 – a text with developing structure and some  
supporting detail.
•	 Good development of a storyline.  
•	 Elaboration of ideas and detail to add interest to the topic
•	 Sets the scene well and works towards an effective conclusion

Linguistic structures and features: 3 – a text with developing structure and some  
supporting detail.
•	 �Appropriate use of a variety of vocabulary (great, talented, good, exiting (sic), delishouse (sic), 

engredients (sic)
•	 A variety of well controlled sentences 
•	 Basic punctuation: fullstops, capital letters, paragraphs

TCU 3
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Topic - At the Zoo

Texts and Contextual understanding: 4 – a well developed text
•	 Structure well with an effective introduction, body and conclusion
•	 The text follows a consistent plot
•	 Detail to enhance storyline eg ”in mid air a pink fluffy bird appeared mesteresly” (mysteriously)

Linguistic structures and features: 4 – a  well developed text
•	 Use of language to convey precise meaning
•	 Control over punctuation and vocabulary
•	 Appropriate paragraphing and variety of sentence structure
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Topic - The crowd was waving and cheering … (page 1)

© VCAA 2006	 TCU  4.5



AIm 2006 
Annotated samples of student writing TCU 1.1TCU 4.5

Topic - The crowd was waving and cheering … (page 2)

Texts and Contextual understanding: 4.5 – a clear and consistent text
•	 A structured and well developed story with a logical conclusion
•	 Includes reflection and considerable detail to add impact and interest
•	 demonstrates ability to engage the audience
Linguistic structures and features: 4.5 – a clear and consistent text
•	 Uses detail, variety of sentence structure and specific vocabulary to good effect
•	 Accurate use of a range of exclamation mark despite lacking paragraphs
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Topic - The crowd was waving and cheering … (page 1)
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Topic - The crowd was waving and cheering … (page 2)
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Topic - The crowd was waving and cheering … (page 3)

Texts and Contextual understanding: 5.5 – a consistent and coherent text
•	 A well controlled and extended text
•	 well developed and sophisticated plot working towards a thoughtful conclusion
•	 Suspense and subject specific detail to engage the audience

Linguistic structures and features: 5 – a consistent and coherent text
•	 �Effective control of a variety of sentences and a wide range of relevant vocabulary to convey 

precise meaning
•	 Minor expression errors are masked by the quality and strength of the narrative
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