
 
Example answers and examiner commentaries: 
Paper 2 
This resource comprises an essay on each of three prescribed works for A-level Spanish 
(7692) Paper 2. Each essay is accompanied by the relevant mark scheme extract and by a 
commentary to explain the marks awarded. This resource aims to exemplify to teachers the 
way the mark scheme is applied to students’ essays. 

The works covered are Rimas, Las bicicletas son para el verano and Volver. 

Further marked exemplar essays can be found in Secure Key Materials on e-AQA. 



Assessment criteria 
AO3 

17-20 
The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors. The student shows 
a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex language accurately. 
The student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task.  

13-16 
The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors. The student 
shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate complex language 
accurately. The student uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task.  

9-12 

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The student 
shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate complex language 
accurately. The student uses a reasonable range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and 
the task.  

5-8 
The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some grasp of grammar and is 
occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately. The student uses a limited range 
of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task.  

1-4 
The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature. The student shows little grasp of 
grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately. The student uses a very 
limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 

 

Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. 

Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 

Minor errors include: 

• incorrect spelling, unless the meaning is changed; 

• accents, unless the meaning is changed; 

• confusion of noun/adjective e.g. peligro/peligroso; 

• occasional slips in gender adjectival agreements; 

Serious errors include: 

• incorrect verb forms; 

• incorrect use of pronouns; 

• errors in basic idiomatic expressions e.g. es muy calor: soy 17; 

Complex language includes: 

• subordinate clauses 

• relative 

• conditional 

• purpose etc 

• appropriate use of Subjunctive; 



• formation of regular and irregular verbs; 

• reflexive verbs; 

• use of impersonal expressions using reflexive verbs or verbs with indirect object 
pronoun eg gustar, faltar, interesar etc; 

• value judgements; 

• verb + infinitive (+ preposition) expressions. 
 
 

AO4 

17-20 

Excellent critical and analytical response to the question set 

Knowledge of the text or film is consistently accurate and detailed. Opinions, views and 
conclusions are consistently supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or 
film. The essay demonstrates excellent evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and 
social contexts of the text or film studied. 

13-16 

Good critical and analytical response to the question set 

Knowledge of the text or film is usually accurate and detailed. Opinions, views and conclusions 
are usually supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film.  The essay 
demonstrates good evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts of the 
text or film studied. 

9-12 

Reasonable critical and analytical response to the question set 

Knowledge of the text or film is sometimes accurate and detailed. Opinions, views and 
conclusions are sometimes supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film.  
The essay demonstrates reasonable evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social 
contexts of the text or film studied. 

5- 8 

Limited critical and analytical response to the question set 

Some knowledge of the text or film is demonstrated. Opinions, views and conclusions are 
occasionally supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film.  The essay 
demonstrates limited evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts of the 
text or film studied. 

1-4 

Very limited critical and analytical response to the question set 

A little knowledge of the text or film is demonstrated. Opinions, views and conclusions are rarely 
supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film.  The essay demonstrates 
very limited evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts of the text or 
film studied.  

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit in response to the question. 



Rimas – example essay 

 



 



Extract from mark scheme 
 

Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer: Rimas  

Las Rimas de Bécquer son “confesiones de un alma herida por el amor y el destino”. Analiza 
hasta qué punto estás de acuerdo con esta descripción. Justifica tu respuesta. 

[40 marks] 

Possible content 

Students could agree with this statement for the following reasons: 

Bécquer’s Rimas deal with many negative aspects of love and destiny which support the above 
quote.  

Rimas XXI and XXXI for example, speak of infidelity, breakdown in relationships, separation 
and the pain that they cause. 

Throughout the later Rimas he speaks of unrequited love and rejections and the suffering 
experienced as a result. 

In Rima LXXVI death is presented as the only escape from the pain and suffering and in Rimas 
LII and LIII  the imagery of the dark and violent storms represent the emotions and feelings, 
the loneliness and regret. 

Students could disagree with this statement for the following reasons: 

Many of the Rimas deal with positive aspects of love and destiny which do not support the 
above quote. 

Love and its pleasure are the two central themes that run throughout the Rimas – with love 
presented as a marvellous sentiment that can change your destiny. 

Bécquer often describes love in an idealistic manner, with women portrayed as beautiful 
angelic creatures who entrance and enthral the male protagonists. (Rima LXXV) 

The male characters have no choice but to follow their heart and pursue the women that they 
love. 

Rima X talks of love with a dream girl for whom he would do anything:  

his destiny is inextricably linked to hers. 

There is plenty of evidence throughout the Rimas of Bécquer being an eternal romantic and 
of his love of /obsession with many different types of women.  

Students could also mention: 

Rima LXII which deals with both the positive and negative aspects of love and destiny – the 
shining light and the gloomy shadows.  

References to aspects of Bécquer’s own life could be made, for example: Bécquer was 
orphaned aged 6, is thought to have had an arranged marriage to Casta Esteban Navarro, 



Navarro is also said to have had an extramarital affair – infidelity is a common theme 
throughout the later Rimas. 



Commentary on Rimas essay 
 

Las Rimas de Bécquer son “confesiones de un alma herida por el amor y el destino”. Analiza 
hasta qué punto estás de acuerdo con esta descripción. Justifica tu respuesta. 

A03 

The language produced by this student is clearly mainly accurate with only occasional minor 
errors. There are errors with the agreement of visto, esto sufrimiento and esto poema for 
example which detract from an otherwise convincing grammatical performance. The student 
shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar in the essay and is able to manipulate complex 
language accurately. There are, for example, clear correct uses of pronouns. There are 
correct formations of regular and irregular verbs in tenses such as the present, conditional, 
preterite and the perfect. There are also some good uses of the passive and comparatives 
which add to the complexity.  It is also pleasing to note that the candidate does not 
unnecessarily seek to impose on the reader uses of the subjunctive but uses accurate 
language effectively to answer the question set. The student uses a good range of vocabulary 
which is appropriate to the context and task. The student uses nice linking phrases to create 
subordinate clauses, for example, with the use of ya que. The use of terminology such as 
prosopopeya is particularly impressive at this level. However, the student could have used 
more poetic terminology for the essay to have deemed to have contained a wide range of 
vocabulary. As such, despite occasional minor errors the essay is awarded 18/20 for A03. 

Mark for A03:18/20 

A04 

The essay is well structured but suffers from an overly long introduction which serves no 
purpose until the reader reaches line 6. Students are instructed that they should be writing 
around 300 words and with such a word length it is advisable to keep the introduction to a 
minimum to allow the student to explore the answer set in detail. There are no marks 
awarded for the structure of the essay with the A04 marks centring on detailed knowledge, 
opinions, evidence and evaluation. The student’s opinions, views and conclusions are 
consistently supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the poems. The essay is 
nicely balanced as the student puts forward evaluation of both sides of the argument. Each 
paragraph takes a point and is then backed up by an example with evidence from the text. In 
this case it is quotations from the poems but in the case of literature or film could be 
examples of scenes or events in the narrative. The length of the introduction means that the 
candidate does not do further exploration of the question as they have reached the word 
length and as such impacts the A04 mark as it is judged to be a good evaluation of the 
question rather than an excellent evaluation. A mark of 17/20 is therefore appropriate here. 

Mark for A04:17/20 

Total mark for the essay: 35/40 



Las bicicletas son para el verano – example essay 

 



 



Extract from mark scheme 
 

Fernando Fernán-Gómez : Las bicicletas son para el verano   

Al final de la obra, se acaba la guerra. ¿Pueden esperar un futuro mejor los personajes 
principales? Justifica tu respuesta.   

[40 marks] 

Possible content 

Their future depends on which group they have sided with – No ha llegado la paz, …ha llegado 
la Victoria. 

Don Luis fears arrest and deportation to a concentration camp. As leader of the trade union 
Sindicato de Distribución Vinícola he is unlikely to be well treated. 

Luisito is also fearful of the future: nos esperan malos tiempos. 

Doña Dolores is hopeful of a better future cuando esto se normalice but is likely to face more 
difficulties. 

Manolita will find life hard as a single mother working in a profession which is not well 
regarded. 

Pablo and his family hope for a brighter future in Barcelona. His father has been given a good 
job as director of the Post Office. 

Pablo’s maid, Fiorentina, has been abandoned by her husband who was in the International 
Brigades and who left when the war finished. 

María has been abandoned by Basilio who has good prospects which he doesn’t want ruined 
by una boda precipitada. 



Commentary on Las bicicletas son para el verano essay 
Al final de la obra, se acaba la Guerra. ¿Puede esperar un futuro mejor los personajes 
principales? Justifica tu repuesta.  

AO3 

The language used in this student response is highly accurate and is exemplary of the very 
best candidate who is likely to be achieving the top grades. The student shows a consistently 
secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex language accurately and with 
ease. The highly accurate language flows naturally aided by the excellent use of a variety of 
linking phrases such as ya que and no cabe duda que. There are various examples of complex 
language such as le impondrá and the imperfect subjunctive arruinara which serve to highlight 
the secure grasp of grammar and structure the student possesses.  Furthermore, the 
students uses a wide range of vocabulary which at times is impressive, for example through 
the use of corriente and depurado. The student therefore receives a mark at the top of the 
band. One could not expect a better grammatical performance at this level.  

Mark for A03:20/20 

AO4 

The concise introduction immediately focuses on the crux of the question and as such informs 
the readers of the student’s intention in the response that follows. It is clear that the 
knowledge of the play is consistently and accurate given the confines of the word limit. It is 
not expected that candidates will go beyond the word limit and this essay is an excellent 
example of a student who uses the conciseness of his/her response to full effect. Opinions, 
views and conclusions are consistently supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from 
the paly as the student argues that it will depend on the character’s political leaning which 
will ultimately define their ‘better’ future. In this way the essay demonstrates and excellent 
evaluation of the issues, themes within the cultural and social context of Spain at the end of 
the civil war. Once again, one could not expect a better performance at this level and an 
award of full marks for this essay is duly deserved.  

Mark for A04: 20/20 

Total mark for the essay: 40/40 



 Volver – example essay 

 



 



Extract from mark scheme 
 

Pedro Almodóvar: Volver  

Analiza la manera en la que Almodóvar explora la noción del ‘pueblo español’.  
[40 marks] 

Possible content 

the funeral scene which evokes Lorca’s plays 

in the village the dead play an important part in the lives of the living 

traditional scenes of cleaning the graves on a blustery day 

rural, conservative and superstitions reign in the village 

juxtaposition with modern-day Madrid 

Almodóvar’s romantic treatment of rural Spain 

negative representation of urban cities 

the town is a safe haven where the women are in charge 

the importance of Catholicism in the town 

the characters find more ‘traditional’ Spanish dishes on their return to the town 



Commentary on Volver essay 

Analiza la manera en la que Almodóvar explora la noción del ‘pueblo español’. 

AO3 

The language produced by this student is reasonably accurate but there are a few serious 
errors. There are errors such as sus padres tumba, los muertos es, limpiando, ayudan ella. 
When deciding on the band it is important to look at the band above and the band below to 
see which is more appropriate. This essay is looking towards the bottom end of A03 as there 
are a lot of errors but before deciding, the use of complex language and vocabulary needs to 
be considered. There are nice touches for example with the use of clave but there is a distinct 
lack of cinematic vocabulary which would be expected to reach the higher bands. 
Furthermore, the candidate uses very few subordinate clauses and remains almost exclusively 
in the present tense. Verb conjugation in the present tense is reasonably accurate. However, 
sequence of tenses is often quite mixed. As such, the mark for AO3 is 9 as the essay is closer 
to the band below than the band above.  

Mark for A03: 9/20 

AO4 

The essay has a clear structure with a concise introduction and conclusion. However, the 
essay is often ‘story-telling’ rather than an evaluation of the point the student is making. For 
example, in the third paragraph we are merely told that women wear black and they think 
there are ghosts in the town.  The student does not serve to analyse and evaluate the 
importance of what Almodóvar is aiming to achieve here. The student evaluates more 
successfully in paragraph where he/she tells the reader about the cleaning of the gravestones 
and how this reflects traditional values. There is further evaluation via the importance of food 
but overall it is not convincing. As such, the mark for AO4 is closer to the band below than 
above and therefore a mark of 10 is awarded. 

Mark for A04: 10/20 

Total mark for the essay: 19/40 




