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Introduction

This was the first written examination for 9RS0-02 for 3 years. It was encouraging to find that 
the vast majority of candidates had risen to the occasion and were prepared for the 
particular demands of timing, memory and targeting of material relevantly to the questions.

Advance Information was clearly welcomed and candidates had focussed very well on the 
topics which had been identified in advance of the exam. Nevertheless, there was still 
evidence of differentiation across the cohort and the most able candidates were able to 
shine.

Marks were spread across the whole range suggesting that the questions performed as 
intended and, with the exception of one question, candidates were able to respond in a 
decisive manner. It was pleasing to see that after the difficulties of the last two years, 
enthusiasm for Religious Studies A level is unchanged, with candidates showing real 
enjoyment of the subject and a willingness to engage the examiners in discussion and 
evaluation.

Centres had worked hard on preparing candidates for the specification areas and this was 
most notable in Question 4. In previous sessions, Ethical Language (meta ethics) has not 
been an attractive topic for all candidates, but in this examination series, the vast majority of 
candidates had learned about this topic and were able to write coherently. It was also evident 
that Centres had prepared candidates to write on Michael Wilcockson’s material about 
euthanasia, so although question 3b fared better than question 3a, candidates were 
generally confident.

Pacifism, the topic for question 2, was warmly welcomed by the candidates who generally 
wrote in detail and with confidence. The least successful question was question 1 on 
childlessness. Advance information had drawn attention to sexual ethics, but it seemed that 
candidates were limited in the interpretation of this question and focussed almost exclusively 
on the implications of IVF and abortion, with some consideration of the potential for same 
sex couples to have a biologically related child.

Most candidates managed their time well. Some over-wrote on lower value questions, 
leaving them rushed for question 4. However, if the candidates had something to say, they 
had the time to say it and appeared to enjoy doing so.
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Question 1

This was the most challenging question for candidates with only a few able to provide an 
acceptable response.

Many candidates were able to reference childlessness in respect of IVF and fertility, surrogacy 
or whether same sex couples should be able to have a biologically related child. However, 
there was less consideration of whether childlessness per se was a matter of concern for 
religious believers.

A few candidates referred to Quiversful (which is identified in the specification) and the 
implications of this movement. However, the better responses made links with sacred texts, 
such as the stories of Sarah, Hannah or Elizabeth in the Bible.

The emphasis on fertility treatments for many candidates shifted the focus on the 
acceptability of overcoming childlessness rather than on the issue of childlessness in itself. 
Although fertility treatment and surrogacy, and related links to contraception as an 
acceptable or unacceptable means of overcoming childlessness were irrelevant, the majority 
of answers lacked specific focus.
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The following is a response that was awarded the full 8 marks.
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The candidate has approached the topic from the perspective of 
overcoming childlessness. The candidate has shown an awareness of 
different Christian responses to the matter and make links to relevant 
teachings and ethical theories.

Be focussed and tailor your answer to the question set.
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This is a response that was also awarded the full 8 marks.
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The candidate shows awareness of several relevant issues, such as 
celibacy, marriage, the teaching of Jesus and Paul, Natural Moral Law, 
stewardship and specific church teachings. Whilst there are several 
ways of successfully addressing this question, the candidate maintains 
focus on the issue of childlessness rather than focussing on ways of 
overcoming it.
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Question 2

Candidates performed very well on this question. They had prepared well and were able to 
offer a wealth of material on different types of approaches to pacifism.

It was good to see the high level of engagement with this topic area, although surprising that 
there was less emphasis on the teaching of sacred texts on war and peace than might have 
been expected. However, candidates referred to the works of scholars confidently, and to the 
current conflict in Ukraine.

Overall, this topic area appears to engage the interest and imagination of candidates and it 
has been well taught by Centres.

9 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02



The following is a response that was awarded 10 marks.
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The candidate has not given as much detail in this response and it 
feels less calm and considered. However, it is an engaging and well-
structured essay. The candidate uses interesting examples and brings 
a modern approach to the topic area.

The recommended time for this question is 20 minutes. Use the time 
effectively to ensure you are assessing and not just exploring the 
question.
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This is a response that was awarded the full 12 marks.
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The candidate has given a very clear and well organised response to 
the question. The candidate works through a range of strengths and 
weaknesses in an orderly manner, drawing on well learned and 
reliable material. The candidate arrives at a considered conclusion 
derived from the evidence.
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Question 3

In this examination series, advance information enabled candidates to target their revision 
on specific texts. Therefore, they were confident and well-prepared on Michael Wilcockson's 
passage on euthanasia.

However, candidates seemed to prefer part (b), related to assisted dying, then the extract in 
part (a). Therefore, responses to part (a) were varied in quality. Candidates were evidently 
able to explain the Doctrine of Double Effect which had been well taught, although there was 
less sense that candidates understood that it is not such a universally accepted approach in 
Roman Catholic teaching, as Wilcockson suggests. The weakest responses simply repeated 
the essence of the passage, whilst the better responses were able to clarify the meaning of 
the points raised in detail and identify relevant considerations.

The length, depth and breadth of answers to part (b) was impressive. Candidates were able 
to discuss in detail different types of euthanasia, and they could distinguish between assisted 
dying and other types, such as non-voluntary euthanasia.

Most candidates were well equipped to offer case studies and details about the law in the 
UK, as well as other countries. The better responses were analytical and scholarly, enabling 
the candidates to engage in a detailed discussion and evaluation of the issues arising, 
including sanctity and quality of life, patient autonomy, the relationship between medical 
professionals and patients, ethical theory, religious teachings, the development of medical 
technology, attitudes to pain and suffering, and the concept of the right to die. The weaker 
responses were heavily factual and missed the chance to analyse the implications of the 
issues.
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In the following response, the candidate was awarded 9 marks for part (a) and 19 marks for 
part (b).
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In part (a), the candidate has avoided repetition of the extract and 
placed it firmly in the context of the whole article. The candidate has 
given a clear foundation and relevance to the clarification of Double 
Effect.

Part (b) is very well organised and structured. The candidate’s use of 
case studies and scholars gives the answer academic creditability. 
Although the response is not particularly lengthy, it is confident and 
responds to the question set.

The most important tip for answering part (a) is not to rely on 
repeating the passage. Quote from it, whilst not simply reiterating it.
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In this response, the candidate was awarded 8 marks for part (a) and 19 marks for part (b).
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In part (a), the candidate has focused clearly on Double Effect and 
drawn from the extract to clarify the issue. The candidate has avoided 
lengthy repetition and is not distracted by other issues.

In part (b), the candidate has provided a well-balanced and structured 
argument applying ethical theories and relevant scholarship.

Part (b) offers the candidate a chance to showcase their knowledge. 
Ensure that the answer is well developed and sustained.
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Question 4

This was another question for which Advance Notice supported candidates in their 
preparation for this examination.

Although a few candidates appeared to be working it out on the spot, the majority were able 
to talk coherently and at length on the question of emotivism in ethical language. The range 
of scholarship was impressive, although, interestingly, fewer candidates talked at length 
about A J Ayer's work than we had expected. We strongly recommend that Centres enable 
their candidates to explore Chapter 6 of Language, Truth and Logic. which unpacks the 
emotivity position in fascinating detail.

The range of interpretations of ethical language were used with skill and interest. Overall this 
question performed excellently, whilst enabling differentiation.

The following is a response that was awarded 28 marks.
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The candidate has provided a strong overview of ethical language, 
including significant appraisal of Ayer's approach. Synoptic links are 
clearly made and a good discussion is maintained.

Don't be oblique about links with your other area of study. Make them 
obvious to the reader.
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This is a response that was awarded the full 30 marks.
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The candidate has given a confident, detailed and knowledgeable 
response with clear use of synoptic linking. An excellent full mark 
answer.
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Advance information worked in candidates' favour this year as this is 
often a neglected topic. This years’ experience should help Centres to 
appreciate that it is an interesting and varied area of the specification.
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Paper Summary

Based on performance on this paper, candidates should:

Choose relevant material specifically tailored to address the question as set. This is 
particularly important for question 1 where candidates need to focus their response to the 
marks and space available.
Read the question thoroughly and reference it throughout to sustain the focus within the 
answer. Practice writing to time on a regular basis.
Be mindful of the use of the command words (assess, analyse and evaluate), by offering 
an assessment of, or verdict on, a stance and not to merely present an alternative view, eg, 
‘some scholars disagree’ without demonstrating relevant reasoning why some scholars 
disagree.
Ensure scholars are used accurately in respect of the ideas ascribed to them and support 
points made with examples and relevant detail.
Make the synoptic link explicitly clear in question 4. Convincing synoptic links are usually 
more than a sentence or two in content and draw attention to the issues being linked.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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