
Examiners’ Report

June 2019

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We provide a

wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes

for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or 

www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students’

exam results.

See students’ scores for every exam question.

Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.

Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop their

learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.

Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress

in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people,

wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by

working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our

commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out

more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2019

Publications Code 9RS0_02_1906_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2019

2     GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02

http://www.edexcel.com
http://www.btec.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk


Introduction
The second year of the full A level in Religious Studies generated some excellent responses from

candidates who were comfortable with the material and clearly enjoyed grappling with it in the

examination. Candidates continued to tackle topics which were familiar from the legacy

specification and showed the same preferences for the tried and tested - for example, there were

virtually no blank entries for Question 3 on Kantian ethics. But this paper offered more topics from

the new specification, and this often discriminated between candidates at the various levels. The

challenge of the anthology had largely been met with candidates responding positively to the set

extract, and in many cases, centres had equipped their candidates with the tools to make links

between Ethics and the other areas of study in Question 4.

Only Question 2 drew a significant number of blanks suggesting that Pre-implantion Genetic

Diagnosis may not have been covered by all centres. Medical ethics has benefitted candidates from

featuring on the A level paper (rather than an AS legacy option) but it is important than all areas are

covered.

Many candidates were clearly exceptionally well prepared to write about the relationship between

religion and morality and the examiners enjoyed some of the finest answers on the paper from

candidates who embraced this topic with great warmth.

Candidates appeared to manage time in the examination although some wrote far more than

necessary on Question 1 and Question 2, often running in to several pages of extra paper. In most

cases candidates had already provided sufficient response to gain full marks so the extra time and

effort may have impacted negatively on other answers. Battles with timings were most likely to

come home to roost by Question 4 with a number of candidates failing to write at either the length

or breadth justified by a 30 mark synoptic question.

Whilst candidates were generally able to make good use of scholars when pushed, they relied

heavily on biblical and other religious references which were often skimpy and simplistic.

Overall, candidates and their teachers are to be commended for their hard work and application.

The clear majority of candidates clearly did not panic in the exam, and in most cases, their

knowledge was used effectively. It remains essential that centres support their candidates by

ensuring all of the specification is covered in teaching and that candidates are encouraged not to

leave out areas in their revision, as there are no alternatives to those questions set and there were

a significant number of blank questions or answers where candidates used material that was not

appropriate to the question set.
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Question 1 

This proved to be well received by the majority of candidates. A range of approaches were evident

as centres offered various ethical perspectives and theories. Many responses did not limit

themselves to religious or theological approaches but included Naess and Lovelock. Those that did

invariably offered well-rehearsed material about stewardship and dominion from a Christian

perspective but others also reflected Islamic, Hindu and Buddhist contributions to animal welfare

and protection. Notably there appeared to be a number of candidates who were familiar with the

influence which Andrew Linzey currently brings to the topic. Understandably, Peter Singer featured

in a lot of answers and candidates clearly engaged with his approach to the topic. Those who wrote

about Singer and Lovelock invariably scored more strongly than those who limited their responses

to stewardship and dominion. Weaker answers featured generic material only about animal

welfare, such as the role of the RSPCA. Candidates also struggled when attempting to fit broad

ethical theories into their answer, most particularly when they relied on Situation Ethics, although

answers which applied Natural Moral Law and Utilitarianism were more successful.

It is recommended that centres explore some of the current work on non-human animal ethics

including the appraoches of James French and Anna Breytenbach and the broadening of religious

thought on the status of non-human animals in relation to humans.
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A full mark response which covers both religious

and non religious approaches in a coherent and

well structured manner.

This is a good length for an 8 mark answer.

Although candidates can use extra paper, a well

crafted answer need not call for excessive over

writing.
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Another well crafted answer which draws on a

good range of material and shows the depth

appropriate to A level standard. Also worth the full

8 marks.
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Good use of named scholars gives this answer

depth and breadth, gaining full marks again.
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Keep 8 mark answers tight and packed with

information rather than taking up time with

unecessary introductions and conclusions.
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Question 2 

This question clearly threw a few candidates who were not able to recall having learned about PGD,

but far more candidates were able to write excellent answers and were completely aware of the

topic and its implications. Some candidates who were not entirely confident were able to

extrapolate from their wider medical ethics knowledge and draw on concepts of sanctity and

quality of life, authority over life and the status of the foetus. Some candidates wrote about the

procedure as leading to abortion, which although incorrect, were able to gain some credit if they

showed awareness of the issue of embryo screening. The best answers were exceptionally well

informed and articulate in discussing the various ethical challenges, and were a joy to read. Some

good discussions about potential ‘personhood’ were merged with offerings on sanctity of life,

designer babies, medical research etc. Some candidates, however, scored very highly for AO2 with

some sophisticated and sensitive argument, but failed to say what PGD is. Again, ethical theories

made an appearance to some good effect, but candidates also showed awareness of the wider

issues in medical ethics, which was the most appropriate way to answer this question.
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An example of an answer where the candidate has

misunderstood PGD in the first paragraph, but has

correctly identified relevant issues, so credit has

been awarded and the candidate has scored 10

marks.

The candidate has written at length and so

redeemed the errors in the first paragraph with

both depth and breadth of material.
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Correct identification of PGD and a good range of

issues discussed puts this answer to the top of

Level 3.
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As ever, answers do not have to be perfect to gain

full marks. There are many routes to the top of the

highest level.
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Correct understanding of PGD and a strong range

of points covering theoretical and practical issues

and achieved 12 marks.

The candidate has made good use of the time and

space available.
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Question 3 

The passage from Kant was generally well received by candidates and most were able to offer more

than a regurgitated summary of the text itself which characterised the weaker responses. In most

cases Kant’s argument was carefully clarified. Interestingly, a number of responses went beyond

the AO1 requirements for this question and offered material that was clearly AO2, and this led to

some repetition in part (b). Better responses engaged with the various applications of Kant’s

Categorical Imperative and offered supporting examples. Many candidates were able to deal

successfully with hypothetical and categorical imperatives but a lot failed to use the passage

directly whilst stronger answers successfully targeted certain lines in the passage. These also were

able to show a good understanding of the a priori  nature of Kant’s theory although few went

further to show how Kant claimed that it was a priori synthetic. Some candidates took the

opportunity to contrast with Virtue Ethics but noticeably, relatively few candidates knew the real

nuts and bolts of Kant’s reasoning and few used the full range of Kant’s technical terminology.
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Although not exceptionally long, the candidate has

made use of a range of knowledge of Kant's theory

to address both parts of the question very

effectively, achieving 10 and 19 marks respectively.

Try to deal with the extract in detail - use as many

key ideas from the extract as possible.
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An extensive discussion in Q03(b) puts this answer

to the top of Level 4. Part (a) is briefer, but clarifies

the extract well and scores 7 marks.
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Another good example of extended writing, focus

on the extract in Q03(a) and appropriate

development in part (b), achieving 9 for Q03(a) and

18 for Q03(b).

Ensure that you explore the full range of ideas in

part (b); don't limit yourself to connected ideas

from the extract.
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Question 4 

There were some very impressive responses to this question; candidates evidently were well

prepared and generally showed a good understanding of the issues. The debate and the various

explanations were generally explored competently with some good argumentation and an

appropriate use of technical terms. The use of clear signposting was welcomed to show what other

components candidates were using to make their synoptic links. This was done without halting the

flow of argument by a pleasing number of candidates. Many candidates were unable to earn

further marks and enter Level 5 given they made no synoptic link even though they had written an

otherwise excellent answer. Some of the weaker responses attempted links but the quality of the

essays was poor due to being vague or simply descriptive rather than evaluative and addressing

the question

Although some answers were formulaic in style, this question produced some outstanding efforts.

The relationship between religion and morality featured in abundance along with the Euthyphro

dilemma, as did the roles played by psychology, sociology and the perennial favourites, atheism &

anti-theism. Scholars identified included Freud, Nietzsche, Marx, Durkheim, Russell, Dawkins and

Hitchens. Those candidates who went on to focus on the intent of the question and explore

whether morality was inherently flawed if shown to have been derived from religion reached the

higher marks available. The Euthyphro Dilemma was used well and Dawkins was used extensively,

although weaker candidates left his arguments unchallenged. It would have been good to see some

candidates use McGrath as a response. The Westboro Baptist Church and Quiverful were used as

the main argument for most as a reason why morality should not be derived from religion and it

was good to see that these had been noted in the specification. Some more articulate answers

challenged these by the good that is done in the name of Christianity. The obvious 9/11 made

appearances without saying that most Muslims abhor this sort of use of Islam. As for connections

made with other parts of the study, the obvious one and the most used was the problem of evil and

suffering but strong links to the New Testament also featured as well as links with Buddhism and

Islam. Answers which were based largely on ethical theories such as Situation Ethics were less

effective overall as they lacked the benefit of specifically targeted arguments, biblical references

and case studies.
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A range of concepts are discussed and evaluated,

and the links are made clear, gathering 27 marks

for the candidate.

Candidates are encouraged to signpost links very

clearly.
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Another good example of range and depth with

effective links, scoring 27 marks.

It is not necessary to fill all the pages of the exam

booklet, but this essay does need to have plenty of

content and clear direction.
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Another well thought through and well signposted

answer which shows confidence with handling the

material and again, this essay is in the top level.

A good example of how to use up to date material

in a effective manner - good use of scholarship and

exemplars.
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Paper Summary
Centres should ensure that all the specification content is covered.

Candidates should practice writing to timed conditions as often as possible.

Do not over write on the shorter answers – notably the 8 and 12 mark questions.

Ensure that AO2 material is clearly evident in Q02, Q03(b) and Q04 but not at the expense of solid

AO1.

Practice making links between areas of study in preparation for Q04.

Ensure familiarity with the anthology texts so candidates can show awareness of the connection

between the extract set and the wider context of the text.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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