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Introduction

In this first series of 9RS0 4D candidates achieved across the whole mark range and it was good to
see a substantial number of questions attracting full marks.

Candidates achieving marks in the higher levels produced work reflecting a close focus upon the
demands of the question and good knowledge of the topics. There was no choice within the

examination paper and it was therefore necessary for candidates to study all areas of the syllabus
and have a good knowledge of the anthology.

Marks awarded for questions varied:

Question 1 = 8 marks AO1; Question 2 =4 marks AO1 and 8 marks AO2; Question 3a =10 marks
AO1; Question 3b =5 marks AO1 and 15 marks AO2; Question 4 =5 marks AO1 and 25 AO2.
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Question 1

This question asked candidates to ‘Explore the importance of the practice of fasting (sawm) for 8
marks and required AO1 material only.

It was good to see a large proportion of candidates gaining full marks for this question which was
competently answered by most students who had a good understanding of sawm. Many were able
to write about the importance of sawm; exploring the wide range of areas of significance. Weaker
answers tended to be descriptive and simplistic, focusing upon what a Muslim needed to do, rather
than exploring its importance. Some responses lost close focus and gave a general response based
upon the 5 pillars. The better responses were comparative with other pillars, incorporating sources
of wisdom and the opinion of scholars rather than presenting a narrative account of the topic.
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1 Explore the importance of the practice of fasting (sawm).
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

Both answers reflect work in Level 3 and
demonstrate:

* close focus upon the question reflecting
excellent knowledge and understanding

* excellent use of specialist language and
vocabulary

* reference to early practice
* significance for relationship with Allah

* importance for the unity of Muslims.
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1 Explore the importance of the practice of fasting (sawm).
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Question 2

This question asked candidates to ‘Assess the significance of Shari'a law for Muslims'’ for 12 marks
and required AO1 and AO2 material.

It was pleasing to note that a substantial number of candidates were awarded full marks, whilst a
large number of other candidates gained marks in Level 3. Overall, responses were very varied
from those reflecting a limited understanding of the Shari'a law to those who were able to discuss
the differing attitudes of scholars in relation to Sunni, Shia and Sufi perspectives. Most candidates
were able to highlight key aspects of the law and discuss, with varying degrees of success, the
significance for Muslims. Some responses looked at key issues for those living in a secular state
with those living in a country governed by Shari'a and others assessed the differing attitudes from
when the Shari'a law came into existence to the present day.
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Both examples reflect work from Level 3 and
include:

N

‘/\ Examiner Comments

close focus upon the question

excellent use of specialist language and
vocabulary

the basis of Shari'a Law is from a number of
sources

providing guidelines for an Islamic life
moulds and adapts to evolving society
importance of restorative justice

Sufis disagree and believe it distances Muslims
from Allah

open to abuse by certain scholars who may gain
superiority and power, land or money

problems of traditional ideas by older scholars.
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2 Assess the significance of Shari'a law for Muslims.
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Question 3 (a)

This question required candidates to ‘Clarify the interpretations of jihad illustrated in the passage’
from the Anthology by T.Ramadan for 10 AO1 marks.

It was pleasing to note the substantial number of candidates being awarded full marks for this
question and the large number gaining marks in level 3. All responses had a quite clear
understanding of jihad, but weaker answers made limited reference to the passage or wrote out
Ramadan’s words. Those with a clear focus upon the question examined the passage
systematically, taking key quotes and exploring them which resulted in detailed clarification of the
concept of jihad. Some responses emphasised the greater and lesser jihad, using appropriate
examples, sources of wisdom and scholastic opinion.
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SECTIONB
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

Read the following passage before answering the questions.

e “\
‘Coming back from an expedition against the he Prophet (peace
be upon him) is reported to have described it as “a lesser jihad” in comparison to
“the greater jihad" which is the effort of inward purification and of a human being’s
spiritualisation before his Creator. More than the simple comparison, what should be
retained here is the association of faith with the experience of effort in order to attain
harmony and serenity. Life consists of this trial, as spiritual force is signified by the
choice of good as well as good action.

... [He] who created death and life, that He might try you which of you is fairest in works.

(Quran, 67:2).
- B

(Source: Extract adapted from 'Islam, The West and the Challenges of Modernity' -
Part Two, Chapter 1.6, Ramadan, T., Kube publishing, 2001, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the interpretations of jihad illustrated in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

(10)
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Both answers gained marks in Level 3 and
demonstrated:

¢ excellent knowledge and specialist terminology
and vocabulary

* background knowledge of Muhammad's
statement concerning jihad

* background knowledge of Ramadan's writing

¢ understanding of Ramadan's argument and the
implications of this

¢ good analysis and knowledge of a broad range
of ideas of beliefs linked to the extract
references.
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SECTION B D,_.,_n..ﬂ-r
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
‘\ Read the following passage before answering the questions.

r B
'Coming\ﬁk from an expedition against the Muslims’ enemies, the Prophet (peace
be upon him) is reported to have described it as “a lesser jihad" in comparison to

“the greater jihad"” which is the effort of inward purification and of a human being’s
spiritualisation before his Creator. More than the simple comparison, what should be
retained here is the association of faith with the experience of effort in order to attain
harmony and serenity. Life consists of this trial, as spiritual force is signified by the
choice of good as well as good action, '\«

... [He] who created death and life, that He might try you which of you is fairest in works.

(Quran, 67:2). (- :&: Crnr T @
k_ - ™
e

(Source: Extract adapted frem-isigm, The West and the Challenges of Modernity’ -
- Kube publishing, 2001, Edexcel Anthology)

Part Two, Chapter 1.

3 (a) Clarify the interpretations of jihad illustrated in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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Question 3 (b)

This question required candidates to ‘Analyse Khaddhuri's views and compare them to those of
Ramadan’ for 20 marks using AO1 and AO2 material.

In spite of a significantly high number of candidates gaining full marks, this was the weakest
response on the paper with a large number of candidates gaining no marks. It appears that some
candidates had not completed an analysis of Khaddhuri and this limited their response. A number
failed to draw on the previous question to help with a comparison of the views of both scholars.
Some candidates failed to make any answer to this question. Many who had studied both scholars
struggled to analyse their views and rather, stated what they had said. However, some excellent
answers demonstrated a clear understanding and a high level of analysis between the two differing
views and some candidates introduced the views of other scholars to show further diversity
relating to these ideas.

Some candidates failed to answer the question because they muddled Ramadan the scholar with
Ramadan the month.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Both answers achieve marks in Level 5 and
demonstrate:

* a close focus upon the question

* excellent knowledge and a wide range of
specialist language and vocabulary

¢ athorough and accurate knowledge of the views
of Ramadan and Khaddhuri

¢ comments based upon coherent, logical and
balanced reasoning.
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Question 4

This question asked candidates to ‘Evaluate the significance of the life and work of the Prophet
Muhammad for Muslims today’ for 30 marks using AO1 and AO2 material.

This was the question that offered the highest mark of 30 and candidates could not attain marks in
Level 5 unless the answer contained a link with either Philosophy of Religion; Religion and Ethics or
New Testament. It is therefore very pleasing to note the substantial number of candidates who
gained full marks and also the large number gaining marks in Level 5.

Most answers demonstrated a good understanding of the key elements of the life and work of
Muhammad, though some candidates failed to evaluate the impact of his life on Muslims today.
Stronger responses took key events in Muhammad's life and explored them carefully in relation to
scholarship and the varying degrees of influence today. Some excellent links were made with ethics
and equality, religious language and verification, as well as the kalam argument in Philosophy, and
Jesus in the New Testament.
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4 Evaluate the significance of the life and work of the Prophet Muhammad for Muslims -
today.
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

Both answers achieve marks in Level 5 and
demonstrate:

* an excellent range of knowledge, specialist
language and terminology throughout

* careful selection of appraisal details of
Muhammad and reference to events from his
life to underpin judgements and conclusions
made

e comment and examples are finely balanced
throughout

® raises contentious issues of debate

* subtle links are carefully made.
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4 Evaluate the significance of the life and work of the Prophet Muhammad for Muslims
today.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Islam have
been influenced by one of the following:

Philosophy of Religion
« Religion and Ethics
+ New Testament Studies.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates and centres are offered the following advice:
* Centres must ensure that all content of the specification is covered.

¢ Candidates are encouraged to focus closely upon the question. It is important to note the
number of marks awarded for each question and be aware of whether these are AO1 requiring
relevant information, or AO2 which involves analysis and debate. Where questions are awarded a
smaller number of marks, the answer should be succinct but full and must address a range of
key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding. Where questions require AO1
and AO2 material, specialist knowledge, language and terminology should be selected and used
appropriately and in addition reasoned judgements should be made.

* Centres must ensure that relevant contents of the Anthology are covered. Where questions
require textual analysis, close reference to the text is good but this needs to be selected carefully
and explained rather than being simply repeated. Specific attention must be given to the
question asked and reference to the text is important; general reference to the topic is not
enough.

* Where a comparison of views is required these must be clear and coherent, with reasoned
judgements being fully supported with evidence.

* For the longer final question which is awarded 30 marks, it is vital that candidates select material
carefully to make an evaluation based upon a wide range of knowledge that is critically
deconstructed to provide convincing and justifiable conclusions. Detailed narrative accounts may
detract from the line of argument and focus of the question.

¢ Candidates must always include a good example of links with one other component in order to
achieve marks in the highest level for this question.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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