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Introduction
This is the second year of this examination. Last year there were some very good quality scripts and

it is pleasing to report that this high standard is maintained in 2018 by a fair number of candidates.

The paper is divided into Part A and Part B and candidates must answer ALL questions.

Part A consists of three questions:

Question 1 has 8 marks for AO1

Question 2 has 9 marks with 3 forAO1 and 6 for AO2

Question 3 has 9 marks with 3 for AO1 and 6 for AO2

Part B consists of one two part question:

Question 4(a) has 8 marks for AO1

Question 4(b) has 20 marks with 5 for AO1 and 15 for A02

Centres and candidates are reminded to check the meanings of the 3 command words used in the

AS papers found in Appendix 1 of the AS Spec. The weightings of AO1 and AO2 are equally

weighted across the whole of the paper: 50% for AO1 and 50% for AO2
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Question 1 

The focus was on the key beliefs associated with Shakti.

Good practice was to emphasize her creative power and her relationship with Shiva. Shakti is

believed to be the Mother Goddess and interpreted as the good mother and symbolized fertility

and worshipped as a deity in her own right. She was associated with many names and

consequently with diversity of beliefs and practices as seen in Shaktism.

Candidates could have improved their standard of work with a more systematic focus on Shakti

and not to roam across material on other deities without linking to Shakti.
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These two scripts represent the highest levels.

These answers were both awarded 8 marks

They are good because:

they focused on key beliefs throughout their

answers

they highlighted the significance of information

where relevant

candidates balanced breadth and detail

they incorporated closely related material.
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Question 2 

This combines AO1 with AO2 and AO1 underpins the candidates’ assessment of the importance of

maintaining cosmic order. The question refers to beliefs and practices and if a candidate examined

one of these only they could not normally proceed beyond Level 2. It was good practice to amplify

the expression ‘cosmic order’ which typically candidates did by reference to rta as being the basis of

dharma. Candidates considered order in nature and in the cosmos coupled with the significance of

the role of deities especially Varuna with implications for ethical and social order drawing on some

Vedic texts. Some candidates referred to varnashrama-dharma as exemplifying social order. Rituals

performed by priests including fire sacrifices to Agni were seen as good exemplars. Karma was

stressed to be critically important in this context. Candidates commented that some of these beliefs

and practices were no longer as important as they were.
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These two answers are from the highest levels.

These answers were both awarded 9 marks.

They are good because:

candidates focused on the key ideas in the

question

they selcted their material so that it was all

relevant to the question

candidates made sensible use of important text

and thinkers

there was critical discussion about the

importance or otherwise of some practices

linked to this topic.
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Question 3 

This combines AO1 and AO2 assessing the claim that the ideal destiny is moksha. Candidates

presented some interpretations of moksha and those who scored higher marks drew distinctions

between liberation from samsara and union with Brahman. An assessment of karma was a popular

and relevant feature of these answers. It was good practice for candidates to refer to other parts of

the AS Spec including bhakti yoga and its aims. Candidates made evaluative comments about the

significance of the expression ‘ideal’ in the question. For example, some argued that moksha was

not ideal, given the significance of duty to others, or that it was an unrealistic aim. It was not

required at AS but candidates were credited with a range of knowledge when they produced

relevant material on Advaita Vedanta and Vishishatvaida.
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These two scripts represent standards at the

highest levels. These answers were both awarded

9 marks. They are good because:

there was a clear exposition of the meaning of

key terms

they were well-structured

they incorporated an appropriate range of ideas

and beliefs

there was explicit evidence of A02 work.
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Question 4 

Question 4(a)

This AO1 part required a candidate’s understanding of the differences between shruti and smriti

texts. Candidates were knowledgeable about the revealed texts such as the Vedas and Upanishads

compared to the indirect form of revelation and human source of scriptures such as the Epics

including the Mahabharata.

Question 4(b)

This question has the highest marks across the whole paper with 20 marks including 5 for AO1 and

15 for AO2. The cumulative score includes both AOs and does not differentiate between them.

Candidates focused on the expression, ‘significance’ and in this context the Upanishads as shruti is

important. Although not a requirement, candidates were credited when they referred to various

examples of teachings used in the Upanishads. Candidates displayed good practice in their analysis

of key terms such as atman, Brahman, karma, dharma and reincarnation. Most candidates

developed their understanding of significance with reference to the influence of the Upanishads

across a range of traditions, including both monistic and theistic schools. Evaluative discussions

about the significance of the Upanishads included reference to the Bhagavad Gita as a supreme

text.
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These two scripts represent standards at the

highest levels.

These answers were both awarded 28 marks each

in total:

Q4(a) 8 marks

Q4(b) 20 marks

They are good because:

they clarified the meaning of key terms

they highlighted important distinctions

there was effective use of significant themes and

beliefs

candidates selected specific examples from the

texts to illustrate their points

a range of scholarly views were employed and

there was evidence of critical appraisal.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Focus on the precise wording of the questions.

Some questions include details about 2 or more topics. Question 1 for example refers to ‘beliefs

and practices’. The mark scheme states that if candidates explore only one of these topics they

cannot normally proceed beyond level 2.

Candidates are encouraged to link across other AS boxes in this component where there is

relevant material. For example question 2 refers to cosmic order and this comes from box 3.1 (a)

and in addition box 1.3 (a) refers to karma.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 4C     29

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org



