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Introduction

There are two fundamental principles for examining this paper and these are based on the
assessment objectives:

e Oneisthatin AO1 it is essential to examine the text; noting that there are various ways
of achieving this.

e Two is that in AO2 it is essential to answer the full demands of this evaluative objective.
This includes: ‘Do you agree with the idea(s); justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience’.

At Standardisation meetings examiners considered three important documents for
assessment and marking. First, the General Marking Guidance document sets out the policy
of positive marking. Secondly, the Generic Mark Scheme divides each level across both
AO1 and AO2 into 3 sublevels and this is helpful to achieve precise marking. Finally, the
indicative mark scheme is not intended to be prescriptive but to indicate possible legitimate
ways of answering a question. The teams of examiners, by adopting these policies, have a
broad and detailed understanding of the assessment process.

Over the years, candidates have produced excellent and outstanding answers and this
continued to be the case.
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Question 1

Good practice re AO1:

Candidates showed evidence of a systematic focus on the passage; noting that this may
be achieved via a variety of methods.

Engagement with the philosophical issues; including accurate analysis with technical
detail of logical positivism in relation to atheism and agnosticism.

These candidates carefully explained Ayer’s philosophy, sometimes linking this to early
Wittgenstein.

Some explored igtheism to highlight Ayer’s criticisms of atheism and agnosticism.

Candidates presented synoptic links to the source as a whole, to related anthologies and
to links in other units such as 6RS03.

There was wide-ranging scholarship that was used to unpack key issues in verification and
falsification debates. Some were able to locate Ayer within a history of ideas/philosophy.
Candidates included three or four of the following:

Aquinas
Donovan
Flew
Hare
Hull
Hume
Kant
Popper
Ricoeur
Westphal
Wittgestein.

Past reports have pointed out the potential problems of conflating AO1 with AO2 that
results in a tendency to present partial answers to AO2. This year a few candidates
presented holistic answers which in fact succeeded and there is an example below. This
method is in @ minority.

Good practice in AO2:

The best answers in part (b) struck a balance between insightful personal engagement
with a critical analysis of the implications for understanding religion and human
experience.

There were some excellent answers with sound arguments and thoughtful discussions
based on a range of scholarship. This included some of those listed above and also e.g.

Bultmann

Otto,

Swinburne

Tillich.
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Some approached this passage and Ayer in particular from the perspective of critiques of
religion. For example, candidates considered the contributions of Dawkins, Freud and Marx.
In relation to implications, candidates explored the underlying epistemology and related
these issues back to debates about materialism and idealism and to science and religion.

e Some developed their implications material by using a discussion about ethical language
with contributors such as Braithwaite and Randall.

Areas for improvement for AO1:

e A comparatively small number disregarded the passage, making no reference to it.
Some had developed an understanding of Ayer but were not capable of applying this
knowledge to the passage under consideration. An examination of the passage is
essential, though there are various different methods of achieving this. However, to
ignore the passage is very poor practice.

e Some focused on religious experience at the expense of religious language. In effect,
some answers were based upon Donovan rather than Ayer. Clearly issues about religious
experience could have a place in a discussion of Ayer but this needed to be from within
the context of a study of Ayer.

e Some presented a mere comprehension of the passage with little, if any, analysis or
comments on significant points.

e There was some confusion about a precise understanding of logical positivism and
language games.

e Some mentioned a few scholars but at this level there was limited understanding of their
contributions.

Areas for improvements for AO2:

e Some answers did little more than express an opinion, making sweeping claims, without
supporting justifications with the ideas of scholars.

e More attention could have been given to alternative views of a topic and this is one of
the criteria for Level 4

e Some candidates did not engage in a critical analysis of positions other than Ayer.

e There was a limited ability to comprehend the implications for religion and human
experience.

There are four scripts below all of which received full marks:-
the first one was well-organised;

the second had a good balance between AO1 and AO2;

the third was good in terms of synoptic links;

the final one showed how an integration of AO1 together with AO2 could work well with
careful planning.
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Examiner Comments

This first script is well-organised.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This script has a good balance between AO1 and AO2.
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Examiner Comments

This script is good in terms of synoptic links.

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A



_SbSuAe. . m ﬁmd W . W”‘ an
Aiaoflng ... 8. Buvh. . Aver. donglak.. .
g\mm& Whmnm‘tmwm;tﬁ&
Sciunde e, wWaAae. < ads. kA Qe talde s

ﬂf@kﬂi&%ﬁmmm ..... le... Qg mlbaumf\&.d
oy s ke \as raaas. vaflatadions.

. hes. v

oRnds | past. ok Bag. oddaukt ound. agvsttac. AAEM, ...

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A

35



36

..... mqumm

Ak Mwmw .......

mwmmmw"msmm ...... poalde ..

Aowtar . YA a«hc&& A‘&J‘ ..... 6« C... bﬂcw ‘mm Illu.:
Chadna . e sty Ak, e T e Y 7 SR
Soa ranssund et G s 0. wunm.&.g MAGS
___IW M MR AR .. ﬁ\a.;rm‘awu Aok -ﬁrmmmuxt ........
______ b VV WY SR AVNT-SV.NY% B Y VYL &mu%ﬁmﬂﬁ
venEeee. . (e low. MMBM) S W&%

ﬁnm»d.ﬂ.nt (zdzk“ S R nknEl ﬂmwm

....... e&:&m.m K CAMARE L A \«&Mmm

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A



,.%Lm ..... fus a ﬁwLux@mU ....... ound. Mm.d, y"M
Mo i), Kae. suum:...mmurd.ﬁf,rf TN T A

m ﬁ ﬁm ..... !il.ouws e
Ykl Hunas. WS . Gua.. [0 VXIS o Pﬁad‘w ....... *hasx...
VIS Llick oy o w\mmva Ko gaXe. Kaak Mm ...................

Sono. G caonndr . haae haauairy a8 b S napsiable
ﬁ- [y mmmuf

mmm._ Gq

&V\NM@»MM ..... Okﬁhﬂ- ..... FYPRCY.CTIN @M‘%f@r

oMok i mmﬁ wad . AR

wmur&hl ...... Loaveradion. alooak Gtsxl avﬁmw
Coadd patsen An. Vel pepuEitian . ek entia i R

dmk,,"i& W Aok coadd e vantied, HAdAS

o mﬂme Aita argnes | ank AR WMM

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A

37



38

WA e e AT VNl Aae.. ustaaa. 4. SRl

05 gued.. Baak... vd&g.ms ‘m.lms “we e mam
L0 Aot e ik s Ao AR AMspae it la Senae..

SNSRI mmummmmm ...... ak.. W&G
Dadbin. presanss. o Lk wlas.. Qikeralliy . wodhad dn Aag
GO\ A . A YO DS I oM. XK F\Aﬁﬂﬂm

lmw;cmkﬁbm ..... &gt A% .. mu'n.@md mu\l‘«&a
me'iudno.,laun& _________ AL iteRnse . Caumant. . falalacal -

....... Uet Ve £ At 2SOADRG tal . ALfense. ns
..... BMIRRI e
LYY QA&\!.M ......... maghied.. oy Ayl c. apanaunk. B taok.......
e garte.a. Mum m&aﬂ.a% maakd. be me. mmm-t-{d
QN\C&UMQ@:}@ ...... wse. Ao and. Bas . Einne.. ..

rolenort. . dnes. Aass... Qms\um Masoofa.. (st m.u%q_

NV MU QM&MM mm\ Yo M& loecodne. 1F. .

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A



Aoty vl B Mkl MW%M ....... Wi (.\«M\M.p. ................

s, sk A %&r‘s wm ASoaa of Mas Akt
- ORPRDIRvs. . A oF HaL. R GGTAR. iUy mot
P modass. . A adse (s o Mt daadhengls.
pmsu\h_d \a& g - umgital  GuRl . A Ve orpaey

e Sosdd. awe. Wml:&ms o TODAMS S
S et e saud M;sw%whm@«&

ook e WAS. TAundal ax. waadd be ak\e
KNI Jotsank. anngncol. Qi of Has. and So.
\m‘ma e gredannuat %nﬁwzﬁm&l{j . g-wra L A
A4S mmmm und. Gt 0n. M clpae. Taak Kask ..
....... W‘mm«eLwr do.adr. Laadt . .. Arjiaakions......

»qu.m\ ........ .. ... Mmm& wavld.. Mm%m

%

Kook a6 pvepeRams. wWaatha... Jinank.. Gk 45 mmfhl
wad. postesd. kRl Saadacomne e 1Rawes Hag

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A

39



- TNRT VN N R Aok @i eaunks. . oAk
........ 41 umw@m aw\ s iagnieghal G A
CNEGALALL. .. ... e (Ao s ound.. ddtoaiieal

Lo o nkive. daron O cebagion. — pamndinaiom = (A
Il Wlews v v, faoc. g relicons. lanpaage. A

Apeh... Sapasiatamn . gugesakien gy Mass . AsSpeg JAKC. ...,

mm% oost R Kaak. Ager. tmclebes. da. Waag

..Lamuh.d.yz, . Q.. B Ao ound. o s

.........  Cgaaire fa oy 4 Sov. hennk . Aag .
add ) Tags.... MM ....... B o m Live feren

o MWKWW%MW%—
B T o S ...

ARPALKRA L. B K IaRS. OIS A D AU Ay LI
A MMWmm\Lma_w-{wquCk: Mmamnediakz...

LOVIVVN TP ¥ S, A Yot Aer oo goiakt nak. Daok MQG—M

aMLM&mb&Mu&mmmmmA@

B AR CAL. ARUAVAK . DA AR o ek opaIRCS R
RS VS TN me .- ;

RN YN VYN Y PR Yo m.p\\dmlhﬁ W‘tl}iﬁ-‘ﬂ.l_ M
AT AN LA Fapmh.kz:ms akx..aM .

40 GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A



A e A alpatnink . onadlar . AT ORI

S L LT SRV LU SV VI ummm«mﬁm

MWQMMMMMMWM ..............
{-wu aeie.. u{umw.!« AN Luorss mw.u& ...... bémin

........ la..... .. mﬁ el undsaints.. Bas. ke 6. pmudiq

W" dm ....... ALY YAAL.. POAASA. . Q”‘ﬁ .Me.ml

..... USRS, e ke Kok s m@a
DoACARYAK. ... SEAAMACBINGL. .. O . CRALOOAL.. ARQATNA S IS5
peypadeyical.... s .t s adoonk mm«)‘.mﬂ(—

&a Wm nJ; am— I VI N N YV ') PRSE VRO Wa (7200 -

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A



42

bl qmm.a.g ....... e AN d.. A

........ thd . CounALY. @M &K MO e aunsh v Cannd

..... Wik (G gOSE.«... HONRT, . Dmnaniaa. dru.lkutu i celiouats.
on . JAM AR & o Ao, Sk

Taak. W Camas.. bak.. aas. anM omd. Basradan K.
c,n..mmrrrﬂ.hc ..... a6 a8 sk Mo e cnsanc. G el
MSGMVEM&E Lons o qodsc... o0 ontin. Ddnan R

M\?\.w-é ...... ........ 3 =3O U B

aand 1 Ymn lodamBasge . Mase on. dveck poson AF.
P‘{m Mﬂ&m SAMARSI Aadaaler % ........ F’MR‘ oun.d ........................................
Wmmmw-fwm mmqu, la. .

awxﬂk V(RO Mr ABSTAANA mm ..... G~ Hm ..........................

Sw\#ugwmffﬁv'&mbw-?mwm&aalm

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A



"wM&mmﬁthrkhum:{nm‘mhﬂ.
5. M S V2 XV CY VTN q. FITEGIN a.v-d Aloar
Muveaces, Logps..~aue. o vaensdas. G Bas. vitsne.. (ke =
....... apned . thaok . S AW LRTIR (. 2MchenE.. 6. coartaunt ey

BT T R T VS s Y —

AR GsgatnIINE. ROt A . HAS oon. afganaganke fadle A

Qe g & i mmwwsm

P —

wammmaﬁnm;mmmar
w,m;mua .......... o h.n.lm.:.tx_k#mnﬂm-ﬂosd,

umdaruannd . (aqR. pertr . Ahacligaw)... AN KL
mWr&MQ ........ choor.. Xhaok . AWersC AR

Q&WKMNJ«HMMQ« ........ .. M'Dﬁ ........ WO v 2 S
A8 Wmmqumm

Hedoxny SRR il k... Al Soaade AR
Aedend. . Cnsegosostlyy . Aper's. ofgninatmnd . RRAOK

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1A

43



F A @MW@M%M@W mmw& Moas.

Wi oo avertion. Brox Rha Y G- el owas

DALIIANPIA. .. Smm.nf ......... Has.. 2. Q... ok ..
INGegatkein. aand.. Rero. a8 lagtad. poss kodss sahas e \nager

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This script shows how an integration of AO1 together
with AO2 can work well with careful planning.
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Paper Summary

This paper was first examined in 2010. It has been a significant and worthwhile feature
of the current specification, enabling candidates to study sources in detail and to develop
synoptic links.

In 2018 the new A level specification will be first examined (with AS in 2017). The new A
level develops the opportunity to study sources. All A level components have anthologies,
normally with four sources and these will have a compulsory question on all A level papers.
The Philosophy sources are already popular with students and consist of Mackie on the
problem of evil; the Flew, Hare, Mitchell discussion and also the debate between Copleston

and Russell.

It can be noted that the ideas in the current anthologies can continue to be used in various
ways across the new specification.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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