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A Introduction 

These sample assessment materials have been prepared to support the specification.  

Their aim is to provide the candidates and centres with a general impression and flavour of 
the actual question papers and mark schemes in advance of the first operational 
examinations. 
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B Sample question papers 

Unit 1: Understanding and Written Response ......................................................7 
 Unit 2: Understanding, Written Response and Research ....................................... 23 
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Examiner’s use only 

Team Leader’s use only

Surname Initial(s)

Signature

 Centre
 No.

Turn over

 Candidate
 No.

 Paper Reference(s)

6JA01/1
Edexcel GCE
Japanese
Advanced Subsidiary/Advanced
Unit 1:  Understanding and Written 

Response
Sample Assessment Material
Time: 2 hours 45 minutes

Materials required for examination Items included with question papers
Nil Nil

Instructions to Candidates
In the boxes above, write your centre number, candidate number, your surname, initials and signature. 
Check that you have the correct question paper.
Answer ALL the questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided in this question paper.

Information for Candidates
The marks for individual questions and the parts of questions are shown in round brackets: e.g. (2).
There are 7 questions in this question paper. The total mark for this paper is 90.  
There are 16 pages in this question paper. Any blank pages are indicated.
You may use a pencil to write your answers.
Dictionaries may not be used in this examination.
You will be awarded up to 5 marks for the quality of Japanese used in Question 5.

Advice to Candidates
You are reminded of the importance of clear and orderly presentation in your answers.
Section B of this paper features a translation into English. In order to convey your translation clearly, 
please ensure that you write legibly and check your spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Paper Reference (complete below)

6 J A 0 1 1

This publication may be reproduced only in accordance with 
Edexcel Limited copyright policy. 
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

   Printer’s Log No.

 N32887A
W850/..../57570  2/2/2

N32887A0116*

 Question Leave
 Number Blank

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

  Total
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Leave
blank

SECTION A: Reading and Writing
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Leave
blank

1.

  ................................................................................................

(a)  .............................
(1)

(b)  ..............................................................
(1)

(c)  ..............................................................................................
(1)

(d)  .................................................................................................................
(1)

(e)  ................................................
(1) Q1

(Total 5 marks)
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Leave
blank

5%

4

NASA

11
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Leave
blank

Q2

(Total 5 marks)

2.

4

 .......................................................

(a)

 .......................................................  (1)

(b)

 .......................................................  (1)

(c)

 .......................................................  (1)

(d)

 .......................................................  (1)

(e)

 .......................................................  (1)
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Leave
blank

(repeated)

5%

4

NASA

11
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Leave
blank

D

3.

 (a)

 (b)

 (c)

 (d)

 (e)

A 95%

B

C

D

E

F 5%

G

H

...........

(a) ........... (1)

(b) ........... (1)

(c) ........... (1)

(d) ........... (1)

(e) ........... (1) Q3

(Total 5 marks)
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Leave
blank
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Leave
blank

4.

(a)  ........................................................................................................................ (2)

(b)  ........................................................................................................................ (2)

(c)  ................................................................................................................... (1) Q4

(Total 5 marks)
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Leave
blank

(repeated)
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Leave
blank

5.

(a)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(b)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(c)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(d)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(e)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(f)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(g)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(h)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(i)

  ...........................................................................................................................................
(2)

(Total 10 marks + 5 marks for quality of language/kanji) 

TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 35 MARKS

Q5
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Leave
blank

SECTION B: Translation

6. Translate the following passage into English.

6
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Leave
blank

(Total 9 marks) 

TOTAL FOR SECTION B: 9 MARKS

Q6
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Leave
blank

SECTION C: Continuous Writing 

•••

4
0
0
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Leave
blank

(Total 46 marks) 

TOTAL FOR SECTION C: 46 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER: 90 MARKS

END

Q7
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Leave
blank

BLANK PAGE
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Examiner’s use only 

Team Leader’s use only

Surname Initial(s)

Signature

 Centre
 No.

Turn over

 Candidate
 No.

 Paper Reference(s)

6JA02/1
Edexcel GCE
Japanese
Advanced
Unit 2:  Understanding, Written Response 

and Research
Sample Assessment Material
Time: 3 hours

Materials required for examination Items included with question papers
Nil Nil

Instructions to Candidates
In the boxes above, write your centre number, candidate number, your surname, initials and signature. 
Check that you have the correct question paper.
Answer ALL the questions in Section A and Section B, and TWO questions in Section C.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in this question paper.

Information for Candidates
The marks for individual questions and the parts of questions are shown in round brackets: e.g. (2).
There are 8 questions in this question paper. The total mark for this paper is 80.
Section A carries 14 marks, Section B carries 10 marks, and Section C carries 56 marks.
There are 16 pages in this question paper. Any blank pages are indicated.
You may use a pencil to write your answers.
Dictionaries may not be used in this examination.

Advice to Candidates
You are reminded of the importance of clear and orderly presentation in your answers.

Paper Reference (complete below)

6 J A 0 2 1

This publication may be reproduced only in accordance with 
Edexcel Limited copyright policy. 
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

   Printer’s Log No.

 N32888A
W850/..../57570   2/2/2

N32888A0116*

 Question Leave
 Number Blank

 1

 2

 C3

 C4

 C5

 C6

 C7

 C8

  Total
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Leave
blank

SECTION A: Reading and Writing

(WFP)

WFP

11 27

35%

WFP

5
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Leave
blank

1.

(a)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(b)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(c)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(d)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(e) 2

1 .........................................................................................................................................

2 .........................................................................................................................................
(2)

(f)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)
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Leave
blank

(repeated)

(WFP)

WFP

11 27

35%

WFP

5
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Leave
blank

(g)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(h)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(i) WFP

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(j)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(k)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(l)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(m)

 ...........................................................................................................................................
(1)

(Total 14 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 14 MARKS

Q1
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Leave
blank

SECTION B: Translation

2. The following passage is from your school newspaper, which you usually send with a 
Japanese translation to your sister school.

 Translate the passage below into Japanese.

The Asian Arts Festival in our school takes place every year. This year the country chosen 
was India. During the week, there are a lot of activities, including dance, drama, food, 
fashion, craft and music. In addition, we also raise funds for a project in the country 
– this year the charity was Udayan Care, which focuses on poverty and caring for orphans.

The festival finished with an evening show directed by the pupils. This year there was 
a range of dances from traditional Indian to hip-hop. In the fashion show Yena Ahadzie 
presented many new styles and designs. The night finished off with delicious food and 
fireworks. The event was highly successful and raised nearly £2000 for our chosen charity.
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Leave
blank

(Total 10 marks) 

TOTAL FOR SECTION B: 25 MARKS

Q2
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Leave
blank

SECTION C: Topics and Texts

Answer TWO questions from this section.

Write between 400-600 characters for each essay.

3 8 2 400 600

3.

4.

5.
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Leave
blank

6.

7.

8.
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Leave
blank

(Total 28 marks)
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Leave
blank

3 4 5 6 7 8
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Leave
blank

TOTAL FOR SECTION C: 56 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER: 80 MARKS

END

(Total 28 marks)
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Leave
blank

3 4 5 6 7 8
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Leave
blank

BLANK PAGE
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Leave
blank

BLANK PAGE
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Leave
blank

BLANK PAGE
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C Sample mark schemes 

General marking guidance .......................................................................... 41
 Unit 1: Understanding and Written Response .................................................... 43
 Unit 2: Understanding, Written Response and Research ....................................... 53 
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General Marking Guidance

All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the first 
candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded for 
what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions.  

Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to their 
perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should be 
used appropriately.

All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners 
should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 
scheme. Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 
candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principles by 
which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be limited. 

When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme to a 
candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it with 
an alternative response. 

Mark schemes will indicate within the table where, and which strands of QWC, 
are being assessed. The strands are as follows: 

i) ensure that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are 
accurate so that meaning is clear 
ii) select and use a form and style of writing appropriate to purpose and to 
complex subject matter 
iii) organise information clearly and coherently, using specialist vocabulary 
when appropriate 
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 Unit 1: Understanding and Written Response 

 Section A: Reading and Writing 

Question
Number 

Question

1(a)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(b)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1©
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(d)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(e)
Answer Mark

1
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Question
Number 

Question

2(a)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2(b)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2(c)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2(d)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2(e)
Answer Mark

1
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Question
Number 

Question

3(a)

Answer Mark
 B 1 

Question
Number 

Question

3(b)
Answer Mark

 A 1 

Question
Number 

Question

3(c)

Answer Mark
 H 1 

Question
Number 

Question

3(d)    
Answer Mark

 E 1 

Question
Number 

Question

3(e)

Answer Mark
 C 1 

Question
Number 

Question

4(a)
Answer Mark

2

Question
Number 

Question

4(b)
Answer Mark

2

Question
Number 

Question

4(c)
Answer Mark

1
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Question
Number 

Question

5(a)
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

 5(b) 
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

5(c)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

5(d)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

5(e)
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

5(f)
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

5(g)
Answer Mark

1
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Question
Number 

Question

5(h)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

5(i)

Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

 for the 
justification. 

1
1

 Quality of Language marks 

Mark
0 No rewardable language.
1 Grammar and structure so inaccurate that communication only occasionally 

takes place.
2 Limited knowledge of grammar and structures with frequent errors even in 

basic.
3 Errors in grammar and structures, although these do not impede 

communication.
4 Grammar and structures generally accurate. Communication almost always 

effective.
5 Grammar and structures very accurate. Communication always effective.



Sample Assessment Materials © Edexcel Limited 2007 Edexcel GCE in Japanese48

Section B: Translation 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Acceptable 

Answers 
Reject Mark

 I live in Aomori 
prefecture, the 
northern most 
prefecture in 
Honshu.

County instead of 
prefecture 

Anything which 
has totally 
missed out 

1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

 There are rice 
fields around the 
school. 

Paddy fields instead of rice fields 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

 and it is very 
beautiful.

 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 Out graduation certificates are hand-made. 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

 This event has 
continued from a 
long time ago. 

This is a school tradition of ours. 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 First, we each have to prepare our own wood. 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 I got mine from my relatives. 1/2 
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Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

 However, because 
my friend’s family 
has a farm. 

Using “so” instead of because (or any 
other word to express a reason) 
However, because my friend lives on 
a farm 
However, because my friend’s family 
are farmers 

1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 My friend brought it from home. 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 Next, we took the wood to a factory. 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Reject Mark

 Where they 
pulped it for us. 

Anything which does not reflect the 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 Finally, the 6th graders and their teacher went to the 
factory. 

1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 And hand made the paper. 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 That paper was made into the graduation certificates. 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Mark

 A photo of this event also appeared in the newspaper. 1/2 
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Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 

Answer Mark
 We had made unique graduation certificates. 1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

 So I was pleased. The translation of the last two 
clauses can be the other way round. 

1/2 

Question
Number 

Question

6.Translation 
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

 I am sure it will 
be a precious 
memento of 
primary school. 

Allow variations for 1/2 
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Section C: Writing 

Question
Number 

Question Mark

7.
400

●
●
●

46

Mark Content and Response (A02)  

0 No rewardable material. 

1-4 Task mostly misunderstood and answer barely relevant. 

5-10 Task not fully grasped or developed.  Much irrelevance and/or repetition. 

11-16 Task understood and some points developed satisfactorily.  Some omission 
and/or irrelevance. 

17-22 Task understood and developed successfully. 

23-28 Task fully grasped, answer wholly relevant, convincing and well developed. 

Mark Quality of Language (A03)  

0 No rewardable language. 

1-3 Limited communication.  Highly inaccurate.  Language very basic with much 
repetition.

4-7 Some communication.  Language often inaccurate.  Limited variety of lexis 
and structures. 

8-11 Satisfactory communication.  Basic language generally satisfactory.  Some 
attempt at variety of lexis and structures. 

12-15 Good communication.  Good level of accuracy.  Generally successful use of 
a variety of lexis and structures. 

16-18 Excellent communication.  High level of accuracy.  Language almost always 
fluent, varied and appropriate. 
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Unit 2 : Understanding, Written Response and Reseach 

 Section A:  Reading and Writing 

Question
Number 

Question

1(a)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(b)

Answer Acceptable Answers Mark
WFP 1

Question
Number 

Question

1(c)
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

Accept either or 1

Question
Number 

Question

1(d)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(e) 2
Answer Mark

1
1

Question
Number 

Question

1(f)
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

Anything which makes it clear that 
the map is colour coded according 
to the amount of food available. 

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(g)
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

1
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Question
Number 

Question

1(h)
Answer Acceptable 

Answers 
Reject Mark

Any answer that 
makes it clear 
that the fighting 
is WITHIN one 
country is 
acceptable. 

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(i) WFP 
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(j)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(k)

Answer Reject Mark
Anything which shows that the “or” 
question had not been understood. 

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(l)
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

1(m)

Answer Acceptable Answers Mark
Any reasonable comments so long 
as they are justified from the 
passage.

1
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Section B: Translation 

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation The Asian Arts Festival in our school takes place every year.
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

 for arts 1

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation This year the country chosen was India.
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation During the week, there are a lot of activities, including dance, drama, 
food, fashion, craft and music.
Answer Reject Mark

Anything that misses out more 
than one of the activities on the 
list.

1

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation In addition, we also raise funds for a project in the country -
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation this year the charity was Udayan Care, which focuses on poverty and 
caring for orphans.
Answer Mark

1
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Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation The festival finished with an evening show directed by the pupils
Answer Acceptable Answers Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation This year there was a range of dances from traditional Indian to hip-
hop.
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation In the fashion show Yena Ahadzie presented many new styles and 
designs.
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation The night finished off with delicious food and fireworks.
Answer Mark

1

Question
Number 

Question

2.Translation The event was highly successful and raised nearly 2000 for our 
chosen charity.
Answer Mark

2000 1



Edexcel GCE in Japanese © Edexcel Limited 2007 Sample Assessment Materials 57

Section C: Topics and Texts 

Question 
Number 

Question 

3(a)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

3(b)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

4(a)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

4(b)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

5(a)

Mark

28
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Question 
Number 

Question 

5(b)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

6(a)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

6(b)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

7(a)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

7(b)

Mark

28
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Question 
Number 

Question 

8(a)

Mark

28

Question 
Number 

Question 

8(b)

Mark

28

Mark Content (A02)

0 No rewardable material. 

1-2
Minimal knowledge of the topic/text is demonstrated. 
The student has not addressed the question. 
There is little correct factual information about the topic/text. 

3-4

Limited knowledge of the topic/text is demonstrated. 
The student has addressed the general topic area, but not the specific 
question.
There is some basic factual information about the topic/text. 

5-7

Some knowledge of the topic/text is demonstrated. 
The student has made at least one relevant point in response to the 
question: however, there is no substantiation of this point(s). 
The factual information about the topic/text is correct, but may be basic 
and/or irrelevant. 

8-10 

Good knowledge of topic/text is demonstrated. 
The student has made several relevant points in response to the question; 
at least one of the points has been substantiated. 
The factual information about the topic/text is correct and mostly 
relevant.
There may be some evidence of independent thought. 

11-13 

Excellent knowledge of topic/text is demonstrated. 
The student has made several relevant points in response to the question. 
Most of the points have been substantiated. 
The factual information about the topic/text is correct, relevant, and well 
integrated into the essay. 
There is evidence of a good degree of independent thought. 
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Mark Organisation and Development (A02) 

0 No rewardable organisation and development.  

1-2 Minimal organisation and development. Answer largely disorganised. 

3-4 Limited organisation and development. Structure lacks coherence. 

5-6 Organisation and development not always logical and clear. 

7-8 Organisation and development logical and clear. 

9-10 Extremely clear and effective organisation and development of ideas. 

Mark Quality of Language (A03) 

0 No rewardable language. 

1

Quality of language is poor. 
Communication is only occasionally achieved. 
Grammatical structures are basic, and often used incorrectly. 
The vocabulary is often lacking or incorrect. 

2

Quality of language is basic. 
Communication is sometimes achieved at a basic level. 
Grammatical structures are mainly AS ones, but are sometimes used 
correctly. 
There is a limited range of vocabulary. 

3

Quality of language is adequate. 
Communication is achieved most of the time. 
AS grammatical structures are mostly used correctly: there is some use of A2 
structures, but there are errors in these. 
There is an adequate range of vocabulary. 

4

Quality of language is good. 
Communication is achieved almost all of the time. 
A good range of grammatical structures are used: many A2 structures are used 
correctly. 
There is a good range of vocabulary, including some specialised terms 
relevant to the topic/text. 

5

Quality of language is excellent. 
Fluent and varied communication is achieved throughout.   
A wide range of grammatical structures are used: most of these are correct. 
There is an excellent range of vocabulary. The student knows many 
specialised terms relevant to the topic/text. 

NB  Structure here DOES NOT refer to grammatical structures.  It refers to the use of 
paragraphing, conjunctions etc., which gives a text its coherence.
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