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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y110/01 series overview 

Y110 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit 

tests an extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and 

an essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 

source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 

sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 

question from a choice of two. 

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to both: 

• consider the provenance of the sources, and

• apply contextual knowledge to the content of the sources.

This allows them fully to answer the question set by reaching a judgement about the sources in relation 

to the issue in the question. 

It is important that the judgement reached is based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, and that it is not merely the candidate’s own judgement on the topic based purely on their own 

contextual knowledge. 

In order to reach Level 6, a good strategy is to make a judgement at the end of the analysis of each 

source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion. 

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

• clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

• discussed at least two relevant issues in depth

• wrote supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

• reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

• made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

• did not consider the provenance and use
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

• wrote an unbalanced response in their
treatment of the sources, with very little
consideration of one of the sources

• reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

• showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

• were unable to support their response with
relevant material

• did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

• made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.
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Section A overview 

The Enquiry section in this unit examines the reasons why Peel decided to repeal the Corn Laws in 1846 

and in particular examines the view that his main argument was because of shortage of food. The 

question requires candidates to critically assess evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation 

of sources is the central theme in this section with all marks given against AO2. 

 

Question 1  

Most candidates were able to analyse the content of the four sources and reach a reasonable conclusion 

regarding those who agreed that Peel’s main focus was on relieving food shortages against those who 

suggested a more ideological shift in his thinking. The majority of candidates displayed a well-developed 

understanding of technique and so understood the need to use both context and provenance. Some 

candidates continued to evaluate using only one of these and were therefore capped at Level 3. In this 

paper the judgement must be based on provenance rather than contextual knowledge. It is the reliability 

of the evidence that should be the focus of any judgements made.  

Source A was generally used to contradict the premise in the question by demonstrating a more 

ideological shift in Peel’s thinking. Most candidates could point out that the Morning Post was arguing 

that Peel was moving towards principles of free trade and that landowners should find new leaders 

before it was too late. Better responses pointed out the date of the source and demonstrated how this 

was a period of relative prosperity for landowners, before the famine, and that landowners were perhaps 

too complacent about their position and wanted to protect their wealth. Most candidates used the 

provenance of the source well and were able to point out that the newspaper supported traditional Tory 

policy and was therefore in favour of the Corn Laws. 

Source B was used to support the view in the question, with most candidates concentrating on the 

content of the source. Candidates argued it showed that Peel was concerned about the situation in both 

Ireland and Scotland by November 1845. Peel could not countenance restrictions on imported grain 

while using public money to support those in need. Contextual knowledge was generally applied well 

with most candidates aware of the situation in Ireland. Fewer candidates discussed the situation in 

Scotland. Comments evaluating provenance were generally sound, with most candidates able to point 

out the nature of the Cabinet memorandum. The candidates who evaluated this source particularly well 

were able to focus on his purpose, that Peel was attempting to persuade Cabinet colleagues of his plans 

by appealing to their traditional prudence in public expenditure. Many candidates focused on the private 

nature of the memorandum as being indicative of Peel’s genuine views. A focus on evaluating the 

purpose of a source would be a useful tool for candidates to think about in future sessions. 
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Source C was used to argue both views in the question. Most candidates were able to use the source 

content to demonstrate Peel’s concern to avoid a ‘national calamity’ and to remove protection to make 

sure that the problems of food supply were solved. Some candidates also used the source content to 

argue that in fact Peel was more concerned about the influence of the Anti-Corn Law League. Peel had 

hoped there would be political benefits for his government as well as benefits for all sections of society 

including farmers and manufacturers. Contextual knowledge was particularly strong on this source, with 

candidates able to provide substantial details on the impact of the famine, as well as good knowledge of 

the Anti-Corn Law League and its growth throughout this period. The best responses were able to 

discuss Peel’s resignation in December 1845. In terms of provenance many candidates focused on the 

relationship between Victoria and Albert and the nature of this private account as being dependable. A 

few candidates pointed out that the relationship between Peel and the Queen was frosty although a 

more fruitful evaluation, which fewer candidates mentioned, was the closer relationship between Peel 

and Prince Albert and their mutual respect. A focus on the Prince’s duty to relay the details of their 

conversation to his wife was also noted.  

Finally, Source D was generally used to demonstrate that Peel was less focused on the scarcity of food 

and was more concerned with law and order. Most candidates were able to explain how it showed that 

Peel was afraid of a class war and that repeal of the Corn Laws was in the interests of the wider 

population. Good contextual support on the impact of the famine was again noted including statistics on 

evictions and emigration. The best responses were able to call on knowledge of the vote in the 

Commons and the majority of MPs in Peel’s favour. In terms of provenance the majority of candidates 

were able to evaluate Peel’s purpose in the debate of attempting to win over MPs to support his repeal. 

A few candidates pointed out that his concern for the manual labourer related to his own cotton 

production background. Some candidates queried his statement that food scarcity was not his biggest 

concern and related this to the need to win over agricultural interests in the Commons.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 illustrates a good response which evaluated using both provenance and contextual 

responses but was capped at Level 4 because of the lack of judgement in the conclusion. With both 

interim and concluding judgement, this would have reached Level 6. 
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Assessment for learning 

 

On the source question there should be a judgement made on the reliability of each source 

relating to their provenance. There should be interim as well as concluding judgements made 

to reach Level 6.  
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Section B overview 

In Section B, two essays are set, each from a different Key Topic. The candidates were asked to 

examine Pitt’s successes in improving finances through his economic and trade policies or whether 

Britain’s intervention in the Peninsular Wars was the main reason for the French defeat in Spain. The 

questions set required candidates to analyse causes and consequences of major historical issues. 

 

Question 2* 

This was the more popular of the two essays and was generally well answered. The majority of 

candidates were able to provide contextual understanding of the problems faced by Britain and its 

National Debt in 1775 and were then able to argue for and against the proposition accordingly.  

Most candidates were able to differentiate between economic and trade policy, although a significant 

number could not, preferring to group these together and then examine other aspects of Pitt’s policy, 

including his ‘terror’ as being more successful. Such responses were restricted to the lower levels of the 

mark scheme.  

More successful responses were able to evaluate Pitt’s measures such as the Sinking Fund, anti-

smuggling measures, introduction of new taxes as well as trading opportunities provided through the 

Eden Treaty. Good responses distinguished between the success of Pitt’s policies in peace and during 

wartime as well as differentiating between short- and long-term debt reduction.  

The best responses demonstrated opposition to his reforms from manufacturers as well as the anger 

caused by some of his new taxes but this was not common. Many candidates argued that his successes 

should be tempered by the fact that he copied Walpole’s ideas.  
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Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 illustrates a good response showing these counter arguments as well as an overall 

judgement. The first half of the exemplar showed strong understanding of the successes of Pitt’s 

economic and trade policies with good assessment of these. In the final part of the exemplar, the 

candidate engaged with the question by assessing the areas where Pitt’s policies might be questioned. 
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Question 3* 

This question was answered by fewer candidates and overall responses were of a weaker quality than 

the responses for Question 2. The majority of candidates wanted to discuss the reasons for Napoleon’s 

ultimate downfall rather than discuss the defeat of the French forces in Spain and so were capped in 

Level 2 or below.  

More successful responses were able to offset Britain’s intervention against other relevant factors 

including the resistance of the Spanish, French mistakes, British contributions to the allies and the 

strength of Spanish nationalism. 

In this question, successful candidates examined Britain’s military role in the Peninsular Wars, with 

specific understanding of the role of Wellington, for example, and offset this against other reasons for 

Napoleon’s defeat including the resistance of the Spanish and their guerrilla tactics, French mistakes 

including the role of Joseph Bonaparte, British financial contributions to the allies as well as the strength 

of Spanish nationalism. 

Misconception 

 

The question was about the defeat of French troops in Spain, not Napoleon’s overall downfall.  
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