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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y215/01 series overview 
Y215 is one of twenty four units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 
extended period of History of about one hundred years through a short answer essay and a traditional 
essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a traditional 
essay and candidates have to answer both parts of one question.  

To do well on the short essay question (a), candidates need to consider the significance or importance 
both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having analysed or 
explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or significant. 

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed 
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they 
discuss and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.  

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• gave equal consideration to the two issues in 
the short answer essay 

• reached a developed and supported 
judgement as to which issue was more 
significant or important 

• linked their knowledge of the issues to the 
focus of the question 

• in answering the essay question, discussed at 
least two issues in depth 

• gave supporting detail that was both accurate 
and relevant to the question set, not just the 
topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about 
the issues discussed in relation to the 
question. 

 

• considered only one of the issues or 
discussed one in a superficial way 

• produced a judgement that was not supported 
and was therefore assertion or a judgement 
that did not follow logically from the response 

• were unable to use their knowledge to 
address the issue in the question 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with 
relevant or accurate material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were no more than assertions. 
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Question 1 (a) 

This question offered considerable scope to candidates and there was a good number of strong 
responses. Confident answers took the impact of the French Revolution as primarily inspirational, with 
the very best appreciating the importance of the Revolution’s universal principles, advocacy of 
insurrection and republicanism to make links with the Carbonari and Mazzini, for example. The impact of 
Napoleon was better handled, with most candidates pointing to his re-structuring of Italy and progressive 
reforms, as well as the negative cohesion he caused by conscription and taxation.  

Question 1 (b) 

Better candidates immediately grasped the significance of ‘conservative triumph’ in the obvious sense 
that conservatives, i.e. those wishing to re-establish the status quo ante, repress the uprisings and halt 
any movement towards Italian unification, won; that the 1848-9 revolutions in Italy essentially failed. The 
discussion thus centred on the extent of the triumph of the Austrians, the Pope and their supporters, with 
many good answers pointing out that their triumph was incomplete; most obviously in the case of 
Piedmont-Sardinia, with its Statuto and the subsequent reforms of Cavour. Some candidates, however, 
did not understand what ‘conservative triumph’ meant, thinking that a ‘conservative triumph’ was simply 
a small or partial triumph. This led them into a number of contradictions, for instance claiming that 
Mazzini’s Roman Republic, the most radically liberal and short-lived of the revolutions, was somehow a 
‘conservative triumph’ when the actual conservative triumph was the destruction of the Roman Republic 
by French and Papal forces. This highlights the importance of candidates reading the question carefully 
and ensuring they understand what the focus/key wording is, before they begin answering the question.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 is a response that does have a clear idea of ‘conservative triumph’ and a sense of structure 
but lacks development and detail so is high in Level 4. 

Question 2 (a) 

Most candidates who chose this question were able to provide relevant material on both outcomes, 
although ii) ‘the triumph of Austria in the North’ was generally better known and most thought it to be the 
more important outcome in most respects. Most candidates knew enough about developments in Naples 
and Sicily to cope with factor i) although some were relatively thin on this and sometimes confused ‘the 
South’ with central Italy.  
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Question 2 (b) 

This question worked well for those candidates who had sufficient relevant material and were not trying 
to use the question as a Trojan horse either for writing about Cavour (died June 1861) or for a more 
general answer on Italy to 1896. Better responses compared the effects of Piedmontisation with the role 
of the Pope and the difficulties of furthering the unification process after 1861, as well as explaining the 
long-standing differences between North and South that went beyond Piedmontisation. Several 
candidates appreciated that the Brigands’ War was a problem with deep roots that was detonated and 
exacerbated by Piedmontisation.  

Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is a good example of a well-balanced, well-informed answer that has good judgement and 
merits Level 6. 
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