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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this
first post-Covid set of exams on A Level paper 9HIO2F, which deals with India, c 1914-48: the
road to independence ( 9HIO 2F.1) and South Africa, 1948-94: from apartheid state to
‘rainbow nation’ ( 9HI0 2F.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and
there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the
time allocated. A minority of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting;
examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. The question requires
candidates to use the sources ‘together’, but it is not a requirement to use them 'together’
throughout the response. There was some evidence of some candidates attempting to do
this. Depending on the sources, it was not always possible to do this convincingly, and some
candidates engaged in some superficial argument and analysis as a result. Some candidates
used their contextual knowledge to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to
illuminate and to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with
the sources adequately. In other cases, it was clear that, despite Advance Information, some
candidates had insufficient contextual knowledge to deal effectively with the sources.
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In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or shaped their
responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual knowledge to
support the arguments that they were making. Candidates are encouraged to ensure that
they take the most appropriate approach to answering a question. Candidates should always
aim to show the links between the issues raised, not merely to present a list of factors.
Candidates need to be aware of the chronological parameters of questions and to ensure
that they write across the chronology. Not all candidates have a secure understanding of
what is meant by 'criteria’ in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates
note in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the criteria that they plan to use,
when in fact they are referring to the issues or the factors that will be discussed in the
response. 'Criteria’ in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the basis on which
candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of
reaching that judgement.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.

GCE History 9HIO 2F 4



Question 1

Almost all candidates understood the principal messages of both Sources. Most candidates
appreciated that Finlay's views were not representative of all British views, although a
significant minority did think that he represented the views of the country, even though there
was evidence in both Sources that this was not the case. In the stronger responses,
candidates had developed reasoned inferences with confidence and were able to develop
and support these whilst commenting on the provenance of the Source. Such answers fully
appreciated the variety of views expressed in the Sources - Finlay supporting Dyer’s actions
and the more mixed reports of the Majority and Minority of the Hunter Committee, as
reported in a New Zealand newspaper. Many candidates wanted to demonstrate their often
exceptionally strong knowledge of events at Amritsar. This did mean that some of them
failed to directly engage with the Sources in a sustained way as the answer focused on
narrative. It also meant that for some candidates, the focus of the response was not always
explicitly addressed to the terms of the question - attitudes to the actions of General Dyer at
Amritsar. Several weaker answers often engaged in a narrative into which brief quotes from
the Sources were dropped, often without fully understanding the thrust of the Source.
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Examiner Comments

This is an impressive level 5 response. The candidate has developed
and supported inferences that are linked to contextual knowledge to
develop the analysis even further.
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Question 2

The focus of this question was the significance of the Soweto Uprising. A minority of
candidates did not deal with this focus but discussed a range of issues linked to events at
Soweto. Some of these responses did imply significance, but this was not universal. Most
candidates were able to engage with the provenance of Source 3 effectively. However, a
significant minority of candidates did not read the caption of Source 4 with sufficient care. It
does not state that the source was a newspaper article, rather that the author was employed
by a newspaper at the time of the Soweto Uprising. A minority of candidates concentrated
the bulk of their answer on discussing the weight that the Sources would bear in terms of
their provenance, some of them doing this to a very high standard. In such answers, it was
often the case that little reference was made to the content of the sources. Where there was
reference to the content of the Sources in such answers, often it was a brief summary of
content rather than an interrogation of it in reference to the terms of the question.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a secure level 4 response. It deals with Source 3 more effectively
than it deals with Source 4 in both drawing out inferences and dealing
with its value. Indeed, it seems to change its mind about the value of
Source 4 in the course of the answer.

f"‘.

A4 . ResultsPlus
\)

Examiner Tip
Read the caption of a source carefully to ensure that you have
understood it.
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Question 3

This was slightly the more popular question in Section B for 9HIO2F.1. Candidates clearly
understood the demands of this question and almost all candidates compared the
significance of the salt satyagraha to that of at least one other civil disobedience campaign. In
fact, most candidates realised that the chronological range of the question required
references to the 1920-22 satyagraha and the Quit India campaign. Most candidates handled
the 1920-22 satyagraha and the salt satyagraha more effectively than the Quit India campaign.
Stronger answers were able to focus effectively on the impact of the various campaigns and
compare their relative significance. Weaker responses tended to be more narrative in their
approach, describing what happened in each campaign, but even where this approach was
taken, candidates often drew some analytical points out in the conclusion.
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\( { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a sound level 4 response. It considers each of the three civil
disobedience campaigns in turn, drawing out some of the ways in
which their impact is significant and/or limited. It pulls together the
relative significance of each in the conclusion

5\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Try to compare relative significance throughout the essay, don't just

leave it until the conclusion.
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Question 4

This was slightly the less popular question in Section B for 9HIO2F.1. Candidates answered it
from a variety of standpoints, some agreeing with the proposition in the question and some
challenging it. The effects of Gandhi at the Second Round Table Conference were analysed in
different ways, with many responses tending toward an analytical rather than a narrative
approach. Most responses were able to offer specific details and examples to support their
argument. However, there was a minority of responses that struggled to go beyond the role
of Gandhi in any meaningful way, that confused the events of the three Round Table
Conferences and whose grasp on the British political context at the time of the Second
Round Table Conference was limited.
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< / ResultsPlus
/---t Examiner Comments

This is a level 4/5 response. The candidate analyses the role of Gandhi
in the failure of the Second Round Table Conference and then
considers two other possible factors that might have also played a
role. It clearly reaches a judgement in the conclusion.
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Question 5

This was the more popular question in Section B for 9HIO2F.2. Some candidates treated this
as a question on the weaknesses of the anti-apartheid movement. Although some of the
material that this raised was relevant to the question set, it needed to be directed explicitly at
this question. Some candidates confused the Treason Trial with the Rivonia trial. Most
candidates also discussed Sharpeville, although this often involved considerable description
of the events, with only limited consideration of the extent to which it posed a challenge to
the anti-apartheid movement. For candidates who only used Sharpeville as the other factor,
the chronological coverage of the question was limited, as it was missing the years 1948-56 -
more than half the chronology. A wide range of differing other factors was seen in answers to
this question. Stronger answers were able to focus effectively on the challenges posed by the
Treason Trial relative to other challenges. Weaker responses tended to be more narrative in
their approach, describing several challenges, but even where this approach was taken,
candidates often drew some analytical points out in the conclusion.
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i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a level 3 response. It understands the focus of the question.
However, it lacks range insofar as it looks only at the stated factor and
one other factor at the end of the chronology. It also tends to assert its
conclusions rather than analyse them. It may be that the candidate
runs out of time as the introduction mentions a factor that is not
discussed in the response.

C V ResultsPlus
D

| Examiner Tip
Ensure you organise your time effectively. Ensure that you have
chronological spread across the timeframe of the question.
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Question 6

This was the less popular question in Section B for 9HIO2F.2. There was some impressive
contextual knowledge pertaining to the economy in this period, although it was not always
entirely effectively linked to the strengthening of apartheid. The best answers did make that
link and considered the impact of the economic recovery against the impact of other factors.
Weaker answers tended to describe the economic recovery and other factors, some of which
were outside the chronological parameters of the question.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'-—-.‘: Examiner Comments

This answer accesses level 5. The candidate is aware of the importance
of the economic recovery to the strengthening of apartheid. Links are
made between the economic recovery and other factors in the course
of the answer.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

e Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond
comprehension and summary of the sources

e Candidates should read the caption carefully so that they can make full use of it when
evaluating the sources

e Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source,
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are
unlikely to gain any credit

e Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer but are
certainly not required to do this all the way through the answer.

Section B

e Candidates should not assume that every question will require a factor/other factors
approach

e Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range

e Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels

e Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

e Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list
of factors.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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