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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates continue to engage effectively across the ability range in paper

2A.1, Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053-1106 and paper 2A.2 England

and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 1154-1189.

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on

two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a

choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second

order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and

significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was very little

evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. A

significant minority of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of hand writing. Examiners

can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences based

on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of the

enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge which was on offer and through an

awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It is pleasing to note that last summer’s

advice was taken on board by many candidates and there were fewer examples this time of

candidates suggesting that weight can be established by a discussion of what is missing from a

source. The question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see

that the vast majority continue to be aware of this requirement. It can be achieved using a variety

of different approaches. This summer there was some evidence of more candidates using often

extensive contextual knowledge to drive an answer to the enquiry, rather than using it to illuminate

and discuss the source. This resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources adequately.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not always

effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers clearly

understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being

targeted by the question. Weaker candidates often engaged in a main factor/other factors

approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of the conceptual focus.

Candidates are encouraged to ensure that they take the most appropriate approach to answering a

question. Candidates need to be aware of the chronological parameters of questions and to ensure

that they write across the chronology, not merely using the start and end dates as bookends with

little consideration of the events between. It continues to be the case that not all candidates have a

secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme.

Some candidates continue to explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming

the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors

that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the

basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process

of reaching that judgement. There was some tendency this summer, in all sections of the paper, for

some candidates to replicate the words and phrases of the mark scheme in their responses. It is

the application of the requirements of the mark scheme that is crucial.
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Question 1 

Option 2A.1 has a larger entry than option 2A.2 and hence the majority of candidates answered this

question. This question was in general answered very well with many responses meriting secure

level 4 and level 5. The two sources were analysed by candidates and some very good reasoned

inferences were seen. A significant number of candidates inferred that Henry made his knights'

dismount; some candidates attributed this to the terrain, and some attributed this to Henry not

wanting them to flee. A large number of candidates drew inferences with regard to the size of

Henry’s army and its superiority compared to Robert’s forces and many questioned the reliability of

the claim that Henry had forty thousand men. Some candidates drew inferences that Robert was

not well liked in Normandy and this may have contributed to his losing of the battle. A lot of

candidates also commented on the timescale of the battle and how it lasted only a short time with

the significance of Robert of Bellême. Many candidates spoke about the authors of the sources and

some highlighted that one source was from a Norman and one from an Anglo-Norman perspective,

although both seemed to paint Henry I positively. Some candidates made effective use of

contextual knowledge to probe the two sources to verify if they were telling the truth and were thus

able to consider the different ways in which the sources might be used by historians. The most

effective responses drove the answer from a secure analysis of the source evidence, interrogated

by secure knowledge and evaluated to establish the weight the sources bear in an enquiry. The

most successful evaluation of the sources moved beyond a discussion of the provenance and used

the evidence within the source to justify judgements.
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This is a very good level 4 response. It has a number of reasoned

inferences and considers the evidence of the source with regard to

what is factual and what is opinion, and how far claims are

exaggerated. The contextual knowledge is relevant and shows a

clear awareness of the values of the time. The response is more

limited in the weighing of the sources and this prevents it entering

level 5.

Justify comments on the reliability of the sources by drawing upon

their content.
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Question 2 

Overall this question was answered well by candidates. The best responses showed a clear

awareness that the sources were drawn from different time periods and were able to use this to

discuss the changing relationship between Henry II and the King of Scotland and relate it to an

overall judgment about the extent of Henry’s authority.

Many candidates drew on their knowledge of the agreement with David I prior to Henry taking the

English throne and used this to interrogate the claim in the source that Malcolm was defrauding

the King of England of a large part of his realm. Contextual knowledge tended to be applied more

effectively for Malcolm IV and some candidates had limited knowledge that they could apply to the

source evidence to assess the relationship between Henry II and William the Lion. Most candidates

mentioned William in the context of the Great Rebellion with his capture and submission. This was

contrasted to Malcolm who submitted relatively peacefully.

Most candidates were successful in using the two sources together, many using them to trace the

changing relations and many to discuss the differing nature of the sources and the impact that has

on attributing weight. The best evaluations, achieving level 4 and level 5, commented not only on

the provenance of the source but justified comments on the weight of the evidence by applying

them to the evidence in the source.
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This is a level 5 response. It demonstrates a secure understanding

of the importance of the different dates of the sources in using

them to consider the extent of Henry’s authority over the King of

Scotland. The quality of the argument is underpinned by a genuine

understanding of the context, which is well-selected and

demonstrates an understanding of the values and concerns of the

time. There is a final judgment in which the two sources are

weighed and relative value established.

Remember to use the sources to explore the claims being made by

the writer and to consider how valid they are.
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Question 3 

This was the most popular essay question and, in general, it was answered well.

Most candidates could write confidently about the rebellions against William. Some candidates

surveyed the rebellions while others went into detail about specifics relating to each rebellion. The

vast majority of responses considered the northern rebellion and William’s response in the harrying

of the North which they used to establish criteria for ‘significant threat’. A large number of

candidates mentioned Odo of Bayeux and his role in responding to various rebellions in England.

Most candidates also referred to the East Anglian rebellion and to the revolt of the earls.

The most effective answers were tightly focused on significance and were able to establish criteria

to discuss the relative significance of the threats. In some cases the quality of the argument was

affected by a very poor sense of geography, with candidates claiming, for example, that castle

building in Norwich was effective in defending the Scottish border and that storming the Isle of Ely

was effective in putting down Eadric’s rising in the west. The most common error was to treat this

as a multifactor response and contrast the threat from Scotland, Wales and even within Normandy.

It is important that candidates read the question carefully and plan accordingly. This question

required a tight focus on significant or not significant threat.
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This is a secure level 5 response. It explores a good range of

rebellions and considers the extent to which they were a

significant threat to William. The argument is sustained

throughout the answer.

This question focuses on significance. To address it effectively, you

need to establish criteria for judgement.

22     GCE History 9HI0 2A



Question 4 

This question drew a number of responses and many were rewarded within level 4. However,

proportionately, fewer responses achieve level 5 because many candidates had a limited

understanding of the term kingship and regarded the question as an opportunity to write a

comparison of the features of Anglo-Saxon and Norman England without a focus on the nature of

kingship.

The most effective answers compared the personal nature of kingship in both periods, the role of

the king in the legal system, the relationship between the king and his earls and barons and the

role of the king in maintaining the currency. Some candidates were able to carry out a relevant

comparison of the role of the king in the economy in controlling trade and benefitting from

customs and tolls, but many lapsed into general discussions of changes in the economy, legal

system and the church and lost focus on both the nature of kingship and also the second order

concept of similarity and difference.
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This is a secure level 4 response. There is a judgement given in the

introduction with valid criteria which are developed in the answer.

It considers three features of kingship; centralisation of power,

force of personality and authority over the military. The supporting

knowledge is good. The absence of a final judgment prevents this

from entering level 5.

In similarity and difference questions, a brief plan helps you to

focus on the second order concept.
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Question 5 

This was the most popular essay question in 2A.2 and prompted a good number of well-focused

and very well informed answers.

Most candidates drew on a wide range of changes to the system of justice under Henry II including

the Assizes of Clarendon and Northampton, the development of the standardised writ for settling

property disputes and the use of ordeal for testing guilt or innocence. Many candidates looked at

the extension of royal authority into local areas with the additional powers given to sheriffs by the

king. Many candidates contrasted these changes with Henry’s attempt and failure to extend royal

control to church courts. The best responses had an explicit focus on the word ‘considerable’ and

were able to frame their analysis around this term to establish the criteria needed to reach a sound

judgement. A common error was to focus on royal authority rather than royal justice and examine

the system of finance or control of the barons without reference to justice.
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This is a level 5 response. It has a good range, considering the

development of the role of itinerant justices, the establishment of

the King’ Bench, and provides an effective counter case with a

consideration of improvement rather than change and the failure

to bring about the desired changes in church courts. It has

excellent support. The argument is explicit and sustained

throughout the answer. The candidate debates the view

‘considerable change’ throughout.

This is a change question. The most effective answers consider

both changes and continuities in order to reach a reasoned

judgement.
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Question 6 

This question prompted a number of effective answers. Some candidates took a broad approach

and surveyed the reasons for determining Philip’s culpability while others went into very impressive

detail on each occurrence of hostility with Philip, Henry the Younger, Richard, Geoffrey and John. A

very popular counter argument was that Henry caused his own downfall by his refusal to name

Richard as his heir and properly authorise control of his territories to his sons. A common error was

to regard this as a causation question rather than a significance question and to focus analysis on

the most important reason rather than evaluate the relative significance of those playing a role in

the collapse of power in the Angevin Empire.
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This is a level 5 response. It has a secure range and sufficient

knowledge to support the argument. The conclusion is based on

valid criteria. There are some weaknesses in the discussion of

significance which prevents this from reaching the top of level 5.

Significance questions do differ from causation questions. Make

sure you develop criteria to explain the significance of a factor and

don’t focus on explaining causes of an event.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.

For section A candidates

should ensure that they deal with both enquiries;

should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond comprehension of

the sources;

should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature, origin and purpose of the source.

Comments about this should be specific to the provided sources rather than generic comments

that might apply to any source;

use contextual knowledge to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather than provide an

answer to the enquiry.

For sections B and C candidates

should not assume that every question will require a factor/other factors approach;

should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach as this undermines the analysis that is required for

the higher levels;

must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can address questions

with chronological precision;

should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology. This entails not just the bookend

dates but some range across the whole chronology within the parameters of the specification.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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