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Introduction
Once again, this paper seems to have been well received by the majority of candidates with 
a decent popularity split between questions. In general candidates seemed well prepared. It 
was pleasing to note that definitions tended to be provided and to a high level. The majority 
of students also attempted to remain relevant throughout their responses. Synoptic skills 
appear to have been further developed and very few students produced one-sided longer 
responses.

The most popular short question was the fourth question which was on the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons but the other questions had roughly similar numbers of responses aside 
from question three on mitigation and adaptation as strategies for dealing with climate 
change. The most popular longer question was the question on the clash of civilisations and 
the least popular question was on conflict between developed and developing states relating 
to environmental policy.
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Question 1 (x)
The first question was quite a popular one and there were some very good responses 
where candidates had clearly arrived armed with a decent definition and awareness of the 
possible growth in importance of human rights in global politics. There were a few excellent 
examples where candidates were able to use contemporary examples in support of their 
assertions.

A quick definition is followed by a range of factors which provide strength to this response.
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Question 1 (y)

This is also a good response. Definition is followed by a discussion based on growing media 
awareness and reporting of abuses.

 The end of the Cold War, globalisation and the CNN effect, 
1990s genocides and the establishment of bodies such as the 
ICC are all useful areas of discussion and ensure a L3 score for 
this script.

Examiner Comments

A snappy response with definition and a range of 
factors tends to impress.

Examiner Tip
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The establishment of bodies such as the ICC is touched upon as is the impact of 
globalisation and the spread of NGOs dedicated to highlighting and tackling abuses.

Examiner Comments

This is another example of a definition being clearly supported using a 
range of examples.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (x)
This was a popular question and many candidates had a strong understanding of the origins 
of the North-South divide and description. Candidates seemed weaker on discussion relating 
to whether it was still relevant and this acted as the most obvious discriminator.

This response shows an awareness of Brandt and of the characteristics which are usually 
applied to the North and South. The rise of the BRIC states is discussed along with the 
decline of some states in global North and divisions within the South are investigated via 
discussion of the particular problems faced by and characteristics of sub-Saharan Africa.
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Clear awareness of the central term and a range of points 
discussed ensure a L3 score.

Examiner Comments
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This is a very good response which begins with a clear explanation of Brandt and of the 
central terms. There are interesting lines of discussion relating to 'equalising trends' and 
'emerging economies'. The argument from the previous response regarding sub-Saharan 
Africa reappears here and there is an interesting argument relating to inequality within 
states.
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A clear L3 response with a strong 
definition/explanation of the central term 
and a range of factors discussed.

Examiner Comments

Even a brief introduction helps show a clear 
awareness of the central theme to the benefit 
of the candidate.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (x)
This was the least popular of the short responses. The main differentiator between scripts 
was the quality of definitions and explanations of the two terms. The stronger candidates 
were able to go beyond this and distinguish between the terms with examples.

This is a strong response which provides a good background to climate change.
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The script makes clear the difference between the two approaches of 
mitigation and adaptation with a number of examples.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (y)
This is an example of a script which has tried, more clearly than the previous example, to 
highlight clear differences between the two approaches.
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Adaptation is described as being more popular and as having 
more palatable consequences for states and citizens. Adaptation 
is also described as being less costly than mitigation.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (x)
This was the most popular of the short questions but there were a significant number of 
responses that failed to deal with the central theme of the question. They discussed the 
destructive power of nuclear weapons without moving to discussing the concern regarding 
proliferation of nuclear weapons. Whilst destructive power is clearly a concern linked to 
proliferation, there are a number of particular issues which stronger candidates discussed.

Question 4 (y)
This response provides an explanation of nuclear weapons including horizontal and vertical 
proliferation. A range of issues is introduced which includes the danger of more 'fingers on 
triggers', the A Q Khan network and rogue states. This is clearly a L3 script.
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Stronger responses were able to explain proliferation including 
vertical and horizontal and the issues relating to both.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (z)
This response does enough to gain a L3 mark. There is an obvious understanding of 
proliferation even if the explanation/definition isn't as clear as other scripts. There is a 
discussion relating to Rogue states with authoritarian military or religious dictatorships. The 
nuclear black market is discussed as is the terrorist desire to acquire.
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Question 5 (x)
This was quite a popular question with the majority of candidates clearly aware of the 
central term. Sadly a number of candidates seemed happy simply discussing examples of 
humanitarian intervention without getting to an explanation of why it occurs in some cases 
but not in others.

This shows a pleasing awareness of the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty and flaws.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (z)
This response lacks a definition but provides a wide ranging commentary of the issues 
surrounding humanitarian intervention with a range of examples.
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The realist perspective is discussed with an 
explanation that strategic and political interests 
often have to match up with humanitarian 
concerns. There are interesting examples relating 
to Russia and Ukraine and to China and Tibet. The 
role of the United Nations and provision, or not, 
of a UN mandate is also discussed along with the 
consideration as to whether, on a case by case 
basis, intervention will perhaps do more harm than 
good.

Examiner Comments

Excellent contemporary examples.

Examiner Tip
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This response begins with a definition and immediately moves to focus on the clash between 
sovereignty and Responsibility to Protect (R2P).



GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D 31

The CNN effect is developed as a strong argument 
and opposition to interventionism as a form of 
western imperialism. There are a list of useful 
examples used throughout the response and 
particularly at the end although the quote isn't 
used as well as it could be.

Examiner Comments

A quote is far more useful when 
commented upon.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This was by far the most popular of the longer essay style questions and was also a good 
discriminator with a wide range of scores achieved by candidates. It was pleasing to note 
so many contemporary examples being used to support assertions. Stronger candidates 
were able to explore the thesis in some detail and to provide a two-sided response which 
provided convincing evidence. A few candidates appeared unaware of the origins of the 
phrase but were still able to discuss the concept to some extent.

This is a wide ranging response with a clear understanding of the clash of civilisations 
thesis.
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The response makes clear the transformation from ideological 
conflict to cultural and begins with a focus on the clash between 
the West and Islam. There is an interesting argument that the 
clash, such that it exists, isn't truly global and there is also 
exploration of the Fukuyama 'end of history' viewpoint. The 
Sunni/Shia clash is also examined as a counter argument.  

Examiner Comments



GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D 37

Question 7
This question also acted as a pleasing discriminator. There were a number of weaker 
responses which tended to be one-sided criticisms of the statement with little or no 
awareness of the counter argument.  Stronger responses were able to provide examples 
both in support and opposition of the statement with pleasing reference to political 
commentators and theory.

This script is not easy to read but does have a developed and two sided argument relating 
to the benefits of an open and globalised economy.
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There is a discussion relating to globalisation and the suggestion 
that it is in fact used as a force for western imperialism. The 
perceived exploitation of multination companies is also explored 
with a view that they act in a profit driven fashion which may 
provide employment but also poor conditions for workers and 
very little trickle down benefit. There is an interesting discussion 
about the development of China and contrasting views as 
to whether or not this is due to participation in an open and 
globalised economy.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
This was the least popular of the longer responses and a number of candidates appeared 
ready to answer a general question on progress, or lack of progress, linked to climate 
change and the environment. The stronger responses used knowledge of conferences and 
agreements to support discussion of the level of conflict that may exist between developed 
and developing states over development of environmental policies. Counter arguments 
focussed on the progress that has taken place or on alternative causes of blocked progress.

This is a decent effort which discusses the developed and developing disagreements as well 
as a range of other possible causes of the limited progress on environmental policies.
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There is a discussion on responsibility for outsourcing as well as 
the more common argument that the global North is the cause 
of the problem and has reaped the benefit of this. There is a 
pleasing mixture of knowledge and analysis of elements such as 
the Tragedy of the Commons debate and the reformist radical 
debate also as the candidate moves beyond the developed and 
developing states conflict.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Centres should refer to the report on the 3D paper and the comments relating to the 
need to focus on the 4 types of marks which make up the 45 mark longer questions. 

•	 Look at aiming to secure high marks for your analysis, communication and synoptic 
skills by checking the AO1 knowledge and understanding in the specifications.

•	 Ensure that you remain relevant throughout your response so that you can analyse and 
evaluate political information, arguments and explanations.

•	 Ensure that you can identify competing viewpoints or perspectives.

•	 Check that you construct and communicate coherent arguments, making good use of 
appropriate vocabulary.

•	 Centres and candidates should refer to the comments relating to the importance of the 
guidance document produced in the previous report.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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