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Introduction

The standard of responses in Unit 3B during this examination session was broadly in line
with that in previous sessions. None of the questions posed particular problems and there
were very few examples of candidates misunderstanding questions. However, a major
discriminator was the degree to which candidates focused on the specific question set.
Where candidates did not do this, they provided general information about the ideology in
qguestion or they reproduced an answer to a different question and one that had come up in
the previous examination series.

Candidates who spend time thinking about the question itself and working out how they can

construct a coherent and relevant response have a major advantage over other candidates.
Such time is never wasted. Other important discriminators included strong responses
demonstrating thorough and confident conceptual knowledge, not just defining terms
accurately, but also discussing rival conceptions or meanings of terms where relevant. In
contrast, other responses either provided very rudimentary definitions or, more commonly,
simply took terms to be self-evident.

The better responses tended to be analytical with arguments and viewpoints properly
explained and, where relevant, evaluated compared with others that were highly
descriptive. On essay questions, higher marks were achieved by candidates who dealt with
the demands of synopticity better than others who found this difficult. It is surprising, in
view of the age of the specification, how many candidates still struggle to deal effectively
with the synoptic aspect of essay questions, often providing largely one-sided reponses,
or responses that do not show a clear awareness of the debate that lies at the heart of the
question itself. As in previous years, the best reponses demonstrated a level of knowledge
and understanding, and a confidence in deploying intellectual skills that was truely
impressive, showing genuine insight into theoretical and ideological issues and providing
evidence of good and stimulating teaching.
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Question 1

This was a popular question. The principle discriminators were the number of relevant
conservative justifications for private property that candidates identified and the extent to
which each of these were fully and clearly explained. Some responses tended to rely on just
a single justification, which sometimes was repeated with the wording slightly adjusted, or
by a purely descriptive or highly rudimentary account of the justifications. In some cases,
arguments were given for priviate property to be seen sometimes as an expression of
tradition, possibly on the grounds that everything in conservativism is linked in some way to
tradition. However, in the very best responses, candidates were able to distinguish between
traditional conservative justifications for private property and those associated more with
the New Right. In these cases, a recognition was demonstrated that conservatives have
viewed private property as both a right and a duty.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a Level 2 response. The principle justification highlighted
is linked to the ability of property to promote order and stability.
This is explained both in terms of the underlying conservative
fear of disorder and the capacity of property to give people a
stake in society, so generating social cohesion. This places the
response towards the top of Level 2, but it does not achieve
Level 3 because of the absence of a clear additional justification.
The final section of the response is less coherent and less
clearly related to the question set. This response gained 10
marks.
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Question 2

There were some very good responses to this question. In some repects, every aspect of
liberalism could be said to be linked to individualism, so foundational is the principle of
individualism to liberal thinking. That said, some responses explained how and why liberal
ideas and theories have drawn on individualism much more effectively than others. Good
responses were often able to provide a very full account of individualism, providing not
only an accurate single-sentence definition of the term, but discussing rival conceptions
of individualism - methodological and ethical individualism, as well as egoistical and
developmental individualism. Such an approach often led to the construction of highly
impressive answers. The best responses were able to show not only how individualism
shapes core liberal ideas, for example, freedom, but also how different conceptions of
individualism have produced rival positions within liberal ideology, notably, difference
betweeen classical and modern liberalism.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B
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Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response. It provides a very clear overall
definition of individualism, and highlights the contrasting ideas
of egoistical individualism and development individualism,
showing how these explain differences between classical

and modern liberalism. In addition, it explains how and why
individualism shapes liberal thinking on matters such as human
nature, personal autonomy, rights and freedom. The response is
consistently analytical and the communication is effective. The
response received 15 marks.
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Question 3

A large proportion of candidates recognised that this question addresses the Fabian Society
belief in 'the inevitability of gradualism’, although an explicity reference to this was not
necessary to achieve a high Level 3 mark. Where candidates attempted to provide an
explanation at the outset of 'gradualism’, this usually provided the basis for a more coherent
overall response. In some cases, responses went little beyond offering a largely descriptive
account of the democratic 'road' to socialism, without explaining why this 'road' was assured
of success. In other cases, the only explanation given was that the working class are in the
majority. Better responses, on the other hand, not only pointed out why the working class
constitutes the majority in traditional industrial societies, but also why they would use their
vote to support socialist parties and how the formation of socialist governments would lead
to a transformation from capitalism to socialism.

This was a question in which the distinction between descriptive and analystical responses
was of particular importance. Some candidates wasted time by discussing why the
democratic 'road' had failed, rather than why its victory was thought to be inevitable.
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Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response. It highlights the significance of the
extension of the franchise to the working class, points out why
working class voters will see socialism as their political home,
and notes that the advance of parliamentary socialism is linked
to the numerical strength of the working class. These points
were explained clearly, but with insufficient development and
sophistication to get into the mid or high Level 3 bands. The
response gained 12 marks.
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Question 4

Some responses to this quesion paid little attention to the ideas of constitutionalism and
consent. Instead, they turned the question into one about the anarchist critique of the
state, arguing, usually simplistically, that as anarchists reject the state they must also reject
constitutionalism and consent, as these could not exist without the state. Better reponses
recognised the supposed role and purpose of constitutionalism and consent, and were able
to contrast the conventional notion, based on liberal theory, that constitutionalism and
consent are vital mechanisms for taming government power and preventing tyranny, with
the anarchist belief that their purpose is to deepen oppression by creating the myth of
limited government. This myth enslaves, rather than emancipates the masses. Candidates
were often able to develop impressive responses when they explained why anarchists
believe that government is not less oppressive and objectionable for being cloaked in
constitutionalism and democracy.
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Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response. It demonstrates a sound
understanding of both constitutionalism and consent, and
offers some clear explanation of anarchists concerns about
constitutionalism and consent, helpfully contrasted with liberal
thinking. However, these points were not sufficiently developed
to merit a mark in the mid or high Level 3 bands. The use of
the Acton to illustrate the anarchist viewpoint shows some
confusion, as anarchists would never argue that only absolute
power corrupts absolutely. The response gained 11 marks.
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Question 5

There were some very impressive answers to this question and with most demonstrating
at least a basic understanding of relevant issues. The neoliberal critique was often
explained particularly well, with good use being made of the rejection of economic and
social intervention. Good reponses were able to explain where and when neoliberals are
prepared to accept the need for the state, even if only as a necessary evil. Where some
candidates fell down was in confusing neoconservatism for paternalist conservativism,
arguing that neoconservatives support welfare and social reform, and so did not recognise
that neoconservatives agree with neoliberals in rejecting economic and social intervention.
However, better responses focused on the implications for the state of neoconservative
authoritarianism, often seeing the the New Right as being characterised by support for a
strong but minimal state. Some very good responses were able to discuss tensions between
neoliberalism and neoconservatism over the state's role in moral matters.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response. It contains a clear and full account
of the neoliberal view of the role of the state, recognising in
particular its rejection of economic intervention. However,

the account of neoconservative thinking is less clear.
Neoconservative support for strong punishment is noted, but
the relevance of conservative thinking about matters such as
human nature and authority is not brought out fully. This places
the response in the low band of Level 3. It gained 12 marks.
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Question 6

This was a popular question. The majority of candidates who attempted it recognised that
the underpinning debate concerned tensions within liberalism over support for democracy.
In some cases, candidates saw this as essentially a debate between classical liberals and
modern liberals, the former rejecting democracy while the latter supporting it. In some
cases, the issue of democracy tended to fade from view, as attention turned instead to
wider tensions within liberalism. On the other hand, better candidates were able to use the
classical/modern liberal divide to pick out and explain particular arguments over democracy,
without giving the impression that liberalism has shifted from wholehearted opposition to

democracy to wholehearted support for it.

The principle discriminators in this question were the extent to which liberal arguments for
and against democracy were analysed and explained, rather than simply described, and the
clarity and insight that was demonstrated in the process. Good responses were able to focus
on a range of arguments in each side, while others were often over-dependent on a small
number of arguments, and in some cases only focused on concerns about the 'tyranny of

the majority"'.
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

This is a Level 3 response. Liberal democracy is clearly
explained at the outset, setting up the overall argument well.
The response contains a very thorough and accurate account

of the arguments on both sides, highlighting consistencies and
inconsistencies between liberalism and democracy. The analysis
is often sophisticated. The response is very well organised and
coherently developed and it focuses consistently on the issues
raised by the question. The marks received were 11, 11, 10 and
8, producing an overall score of 40.
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Question 7

For a question about socialist attitudes to capitalism, it was surprising that few candidates
who attempted the question provided a definition of any kind of capitalism. Where this
was done, it often led to a better focused and more insightful analysis. Few responses

did not recognise that there has been a major disagreement over capitalism between
fundamentalist socialists, usually identified as Marxists or communists, and revisionist
socialists, usually identified as social democrats, the former rejecting it while the latter
embracing it, at least to some extent. However, while some responses largely provided
descriptive accounts of these contrasting positions, using empirical examples to support
their points, better responses analysed and explained the contrasting positions. For
example, in dealing with the fundamentalist critique of capitalism, emphasis was placed
on why and how capitalism constitutes a system of class oppression, and for which reason
it is incapable of reform. Similarly, better responses were able to explain how and why
revisionist socialists had revised their analysis of capitalism, and were also able to discuss
those aspects of capitalism revisionists wished to preserve and those they wanted to reject.
Good use was sometimes made of neorevisionism, explaining how this has moved social
democracy to a closer alignment with capitalism. On the other hand, in some cases the
emphasis on neorevisionism almost obscured the more important revisionist stance.
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Examiner Comments

This is a top Level 3 response. The knowledge and
understanding it demonstrates is consistently impressive, the
arguments are analytical and well evaluated and the overall
thrust of the response is coherent and balanced. Although
neorevisionism is not explicitly discussed, the social democratic
stance is outlined very clearly. This response meets reasonable
expectations on all counts. The response was marked 12, 12,
12, 9, giving an overall score of 45.
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Question 8

A large proportion of responses to this question showed an awareness that statelessness,
the core goal of anarchism, is widely seen as misguided or impossible. Better responses
linked such thinking to rival ideological traditions, usually liberalism and conservatism, with
an emphasis often being placed on the social contract theories of theorists such as Hobbes
and Locke. These were especially relevant to the question as they advance a critique of
statelessness, seen as the 'state of nature' that treats statelessness, not as impossible but
as profoundly undesirable. The state of nature is a condition which all rational people would
wish to avoid or from which they would seek to escape. The other side of the argument,
justifying anarchist statelessness, usually led to an analysis of the anarchist theory, or
theories, of human nature. In some responses this tended to develop into little more

than the assertion that anarchists believe in natural goodness. In stronger responses, an
emphasis often was placed on human 'plasticity' and its implications. Similarly, strong
responses tended to show an awareness of the extent to which all anarchists believe that
natural harmony is maintained not only by human nature, but also by social institutions
such as common ownership or the market mechanism.
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response. The anarchist defence of
statelessness is clearly explained, sometimes with
sophistication. Although the conservative and liberal critiques of
anarchism are not so well developed, these views are accurate
and an attempt is made to explain each of them. Generally, the
understanding is analytical and not merely descriptive. 10,10, 7
and 9 marks were awarded giving a total of 36.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Before choosing a question, read it carefully, and read it at least twice. Make sure you
fully understand the nature and demands of the specific question set.

Make sure that your response focuses consistently on the question set, and does not
'drift away' from the question. Do not just regularly re-use the wording of the question
in your response, make sure that you address the issue or issues that the question
raises.

Define and explain concepts clearly and fully. Many short question responses, for
example, should start with a definition of the the key term in the question. If the
meaning of the term is central to the question, as it often is, make sure that you can
provide more that just a robust single-sentence definition of a term, recognising that
many terms have a number of meanings or conception.

Use the introduction to an answer to highlight the key issues in the question, indicating
succinctly what your response is going to focus on. Introductions that only provide an
overview of the ideology in question, often focusing on its historical development, are of
very little help. Introductions are generally not needed for short questions.

Make sure that arguments and viewpoints are properly explained by thinking about
'why' people hold the beliefs they do, rather than simply described.

Make sure that essay questions are carefully planned. The key to formulating and
communicating a coherent overall argument is to understand the synoptic debate that
lies at the heart of the question itself.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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