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Guidance for Candidates
SECTION A
This section is divided into two parts, Question 1 and Question 2, and is based on the play that

you have studied, EITHER The Beggar’s Opera by John Gay OR The Trojan Women by
Euripides.

Question 1 — This is a question focused on a section of the play you have studied. Answer
EITHER 1(a) on The Beggar’s Opera by John Gay, OR 1(b) on The Trojan Women by
Euripides.

The section of the play to which you will need to refer, is printed in the enclosed source
booklet.

Question 2 — Choose and answer one of the questions from EITHER 2(a) The Beggar’s
Opera by John Gay OR 2(b) The Trojan Women by Euripides.

SECTION B

This section relates to the play written between 1575 and 1720 that you have seen and studied
supported by your Research Notes.

Question 3 — Answer EITHER 3(a) OR 3(b).

The questions in this booklet are located on the pages shown below:

Section A Page
Question 1(a) based on The Beggar’s Opera 4
Question 1(b) based on The Trojan Women 9
Question 2(a) based on The Beggar’s Opera 14
Question 2(b) based on The Trojan Women 14
Section B

Question 3(a) 21
Question 3(b) 21
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SECTION A
Answer EITHER 1(a) on The Beggar’s Opera by John Gay OR 1(b) on The Trojan Women

by Euripides. Use the appropriate printed extract in the Source booklet to identify the section
of the play. Use your annotated copy to guide your responses.

If you answer Question 1(a) put a cross in this box [].

1. (a) The Beggar’s Opera by John Gay (EXTRACT) Edexcel Text pages 65, 67, 69, 71
and 73.

You are planning a rehearsal of the extract of the play which is reprinted on pages
2 to 6 in the Source booklet.

(i) For your company, outline two possible ways of rehearsing Polly’s entrance to
explore Macheath’s reaction to her presence.

Leave )
blank
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(i1) Outline your approach to rehearsing the sung sections of the extract, giving
reasons for your decisions.

5
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(i11) Consider the relationship between Polly, Lucy and Macheath in this extract and set
out specific rehearsal techniques you will use to help your actors to explore it.
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1.

If you answer Question 1(b) put a cross in this box [].

(b) The Trojan Women by Euripides (EXTRACT) Edexcel Text pages 115, 117, 119,
121 and 123.

You are planning a rehearsal of the extract of the play which is reprinted on pages
7 to 11 of the Source booklet.

(i) For your company, outline two possible ways of rehearsing the stage direction
Enter Talthybius with soldiers bearing torches.
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(i1) Outline your approach to rehearsing the Chorus in this extract, giving reasons for
your decisions.
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(ii1) Consider the relationship between Talthybius, Hecuba and Chorus in this
extract and set out specific rehearsal techniques you will use to help your actors
explore it.
J
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Answer one question from EITHER 2(a) on The Beggar’s Opera by John Gay, OR one
question from 2(b) on The Trojan Women by Euripides.

Your answers to this question should be based on the whole play and not just the
extract.

2. (a) The Beggar’s Opera by John Gay
Either
(1) As a director, outline how you would use elements of theatre to communicate
your ideas to your audience, giving clear examples in support.
(20)
Or
(i1) As a director, consider your approach to the staging of the play, giving specific
examples of how your intentions would work for performers and audience.
(20)
2. (b) The Trojan Women by Euripides
Either
(1) As a director, outline how you would use elements of theatre to communicate
your ideas to your audience, giving clear examples in support.
(20)
Or
(i1) As a director, consider your approach to the staging of the play, giving specific
examples of how your intentions would work for performers and audience.

(20)

(Total 20 marks)
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Chosen Question Number: Question 2 (a) (i) Question 2 (a) (ii)
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(Total 20 marks)
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SECTION B

Answer EITHER question 3(a) OR question 3(b). You should refer to your Research Notes
when answering your chosen question.

Write the title of the play, the playwright, the date you saw the play and the venue of the
production below.

Either
3. (a) “Theatre crosses social barriers, it has something to say to everybody.”
Discuss the play you have seen in performance in the light of this statement and with
reference to one previous time period.
(20)
Or
3. (b) Evaluate the visual elements of the theatre of the 21st century by comparing the
production you have seen with performance conditions of the 18th/19th century.

(20)

(Total 20 marks)
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(Total 20 marks)
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TOTAL FOR PAPER: 60 MARKS
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