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ARABIC LANGUAGE

Paper 8680/02
Reading and Writing

General comments

Overall, candidates performed well on this paper and there was evidence of improvement in the standard of
candidates’ answers compared to last year.

A few candidates copied out long portions of text from the reading passages, which was not always selective
enough to indicate sufficient comprehension. Candidates should be reminded that, as far as possible, they
should use their own words in response to Questions 3, 4 and 5.

Candidates would benefit from expanding their range of reading materials and from further practice in
analysing a variety of texts in order to enrich their vocabulary and to improve their analytical skills.

Comments on specific guestions

Section 1
Question 1
Many candidates answered this question successfully.
Appropriate answers included the following:
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Question 2
The majority of candidates answered this question well.

Question 3

Many candidates answered this question well, using their own words effectively in order to demonstrate their
comprehension of the reading passage.

Appropriate answers included the following:
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Section 2
Question 4

There were some very good responses to this question. Many candidates selected appropriate ideas from
the reading passage and incorporated them into their answers.

Appropriate answers included the following:
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Question 5

There were many good answers to this question.

In part (a), many candidates selected relevant ideas from both reading passages and presented them in a
well-structured summary.

In part (b), there were some very interesting opinions expressed and many candidates explained
successfully the reasons behind their opinions.

For example:
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ARABIC LANGUAGE

Paper 8680/03

Essay

General comments

This is an Essay paper in which candidates are required to compose one essay from a choice of five topics.
The essay is marked out of 40, with 16 marks available for Content and 24 marks available for Quality of
Language.

Overall, the performance of candidates was satisfactory. Some candidates produced good or excellent
responses. A general improvement was noted compared to previous years.

The majority of essays contained coherent lines of argument and were well structured.

The best answers incorporated candidates’ personal experience and ideas drawn from material studied in
class. A small number of essays demonstrated little evidence of imagination or originality. It seemed that
some candidates were over-reliant on material memorised in advance, which was not always relevant or
used in an appropriate way.

Candidates should be reminded that on the question paper they will see the general Set Topic, as stated in
the syllabus, followed by the specific question they must answer. In some cases, candidates wrote on the
broad topic area instead of answering the specific question. Candidates should be reminded to read the
question carefully before beginning to answer, and to ensure that they have answered the question asked.

The majority of essays read quite smoothly. Weaker answers were characterised by frequent, albeit minor,
grammatical errors. These included, for example: the incorrect use of al- in the idaafa construction; the use
of li-anna followed immediately by a verb; the misspelling of (wa-)laakin; the widespread treatment of wa- as
a separate word in its own right, allowing it to be written on its own at the end of a line.

Many candidates adhered to the word limits specified in the question paper. A few candidates exceeded the

specified word limits: candidates should be reminded that going beyond this does not improve the quality of
the work presented and may indeed increase the likelihood of errors occurring.

Comments on specific guestions

Question 1

Responses to this question were generally thoughtful and well written.

Question 2

Answers to this question tended to be well written and often incorporated a range of interesting ideas.
Question 3

This was a popular question. The best essays were thoughtful and extremely well written. Some responses
seemed to show excessive reliance on memorised material, which wasn't always relevant or appropriate to

the question. Some candidates wrote competently about environmental issues in general, but did not include
sufficient detail to address the specific question asked.
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Question 4

This topic also proved popular, and many responses showed good control of the Arabic language. The
content of some answers was rather limited and a number of candidates placed rather too much emphasis
on a single theme, particularly ‘migration to the city’. Candidates need to make sure that they incorporate a
range of ideas into their essays.

Question 5

The best responses here were well structured and well written. Some responses seemed to show excessive
reliance on memorised material, which wasn’t always relevant or appropriate to the question. A number of
candidates incorporated proverbs or similar material into their answers, and in many cases this proved
effective.
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